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PREFACE 

to  THE  FIRST  AND  SECOND  EDITIONS, 

QUARTO  AND  OCTAVO. 


THE  moft  proper  apology  for  this  publica- 
tion, is  a  candid  and  unadorned  ilate-' 
ment  of  truth.  Had  a  fimilar  work  been 
executed  by  any  of  thofe  perfons,  who  are 
more  capable,  and  more  converfant  with  the 
period,  and  with  the  condud:  of  the  noble  , 
Lord,  than  the  Editor,  the  Public  would 
not  have  been  troubled  with  this  attempt.  It 
is  now  fourteen  years  fince  Lord  Chatham's 
death,  and  the  writer  has  not  heard,  that  any 
intention  to  offer  a  fimilar  work  has  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  any  fuch  perfon.  Eve- 
ry period  in  hiftory  is  interefting  :  Undoubt- 
a  2  edly 
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eydly  fome  periods  more  than  others;  and, 
perhaps,  none  more  than  that  of  thefe  volumes.' 
But  truth  is  fo  feldom  the  objed:  of  the  hifto- 
rian  of  his  own  times,  that  it  has,  for  fome 
years  paft,  been  a  trite  obfervation,  amongft 
perfons  of  information,  that  nothing  is  fo  Jal/e 
as  Modern  Hiftory.  The  writers  in  general 
may,  perhaps,  have  other  views  than  the  re- 
lation of  fadts.  But  it  Ihould  be  remember- 
ed, that  thofe  perfonjJ,  who  are  in  poffeflion 
of  the  beft  and  moft  authentic  materials  for 
hiftory,  are  ufually  perfons  of  faftiion  and 
rank  ;  and  one  of  thefe  very  rarely  fits  down 
to  the  laborious  work  of  writing  a  volume- 
Hence  arifes  the  falfebood^  and,  it  muft  be 
added,  the  Jlerility  of  Modern  Hiftory.  The 
important  fafts  dying  with  the  perfons  who 
were  beft  acquainted  with  them,  the  future 
writer  frequently  afcribes  motives  and  confe- 
quences  to  events,  with  which  they  have  not 
the  moft  diftant  relation. 

The  writer  has  not  the  vanity  to  offer  this 
Work  as  a  Hiftory.  He  prefumes  no  more^ 
than  having  colleded,  and  preferved,  a  fund 
of  materials^  which  may  afford  light  and  in- 
formation to  the  future  inquirer;  who  could 

not 
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not  liave  found  them  in  any  of  the  hooks  hU 
thcrto  printed  *.  He  is  confcious,  that  his 
ftjle,  and  fome  circumftances,  are  not  in  his 
favour.  But  he  is  not  donfcious  of  having 
advanced  one  falfehood.  The  anecdotes  which 
he  has  here  committed  to  paper,  were,  all  of 
them,  in  their  day,  very  well  known.  They 
were  the  fubje<fis  of  public  converfation.  But 
they  have  not  been  publi/hed.  His  fituatioa 
gave  him  a  knowledge  of  them,  and  a  per- 
fonal  acquaintance  with  feveral  of  the  events* 
It  was  his  cuilom  to  keep  a  diary ;  in  which 
he  minuted  all  fuch  circumftances  as  feemed 
to  him  moft  worthy  of  remembrance.  He 
has  endeavoured  to  ftate  the  fafls,  as  nearly  as 
polfible,  in  the  original  language ;  and  with 
the   original  colouring  in  which  they  were 

fpontaneoufly  given  at  the  moment pre- 

fuming  he  fliould  thereby  exhibit  the  moft 
faithful  picture   of  a  period,  in  which  the 


*  Except  in  a  few  inftanccs ;  and  tlicfe  are  fo  immediate- 
ly conneAcd  with  the  fubjeA  of  the  work,  they  could  not, 
with  propriety,  have  been  omitted.  But  the  names  of  the 
books,  or  pamphlets,  from  wlu'ch  they  are  taken,  are  fct 
down  in  the  margin  ;  and  many  of  thcfc  have  received  confi- 
derskble  additions. 


noble 


preface: 

noble  Lord  appeared  the  principal  figure  In 
the  canvafs  *. 

With  refped  to  the  Speeches  in  Parliament^ 
It  is  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  thofe 
marked  M.  S.  in  the  margin,  are  now  firft 
printed  from  the  Editor's  notes;  or  from  . 
thofe  of  particular  friends,  who  have  oblig- 
ingly affifted  him.  The  reft  are  copied  from 
various  publications,  in  England,  HoUar^df  ' 
and  America.  No  pains  have  been  fpared  to 
gain  the  beft  and  fulleft  account  of  each  fyeech^ 
But  it  is  not  within  the  compafs  of  one  many 
or  of  a  firft  attempt,  though  neither  crudely 
defigned,  nor  precipitately  executed,  to  ob- 
tain perfedion.  There  are  doubtlefs  omif*. 
fionsj  though  it  is  hoped  not  many.  But 
if  any  Gentleman  is  in  poffeffion  of  any  pa- 

•  It  was  tV  opinion  of  tbc  great  Lord  Somcrs,  **  That 
*^  the-  bent  and  genius  of  the  age  is  beil  known  in  a  free 
**  country,  by  the  pamphlets  and  papers  which  daily  come 
**  outy  as  containing  the  fenfe  of  parties,  and  fometimes  the 
*•  voice  of  the  nation.**— The  authority  may  be  f<^n  in  the 

front  of  Lord  Sotners's  Tradls. If  thcfe  Anecdotes  had 

been  printed  in  the  fugitive  periodical  papers  of  the  times, 
they  mull  undoubtedly  have  claflcd  Ixnder  his  Lord(!up*8  de- 
fcription.  It  is  prefumed,  that  neither  the  delay,  nor  the 
form  of  printing,  will  dimlnifh  the  judgment  of  fo  refpe6t« 
able  a  recommendation. 

pers, 
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pcrs,  or  notes  of  any  fpeeches,  which  may 
elucidate,  or  contribute  to  the  advantage  of 
this  Work,  the  writer  will  think  himfelf  ho* 
noured  by  the  communication  of  them,  for 
the  benefit  of  ^  future  edition ;  if  the  public 
favour  fhould  make  one  neceflary. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

THIS  Edition  does  not  differ  materially 
from  any  of  the  former.  Some  typo- 
graphical, and  a  few  errors  of  fyntax,  are 
the  principal  corredlions.  If  the  Editor  had 
found,  or  been  informed  by  his  friends,  that 
any  effential  additions  had  been  in  his,  or  ia 
their  power  to  make,  he  begs  leave  to  affure 
the  Purchafer^  of  the  former  editions  (who 
have  been  the  encouragers  of  the  Work)  that 
fuch  additions  fhould  have  been  printed  fepa- 
rately  for  their  accommodation. 
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THE  lives  of  eminent  men  afford  ufeful  chap, 
lefTons  of  inftrudion,  as  well  as  great 


examples  for  imitation.  No  native  of  thp 
Britifli  Ifland  ftands  higher  in  the  judgment 
of  the  prefent  age,  for  either  the  magnificence 
of  his  talents  as  a  fenator  and  ftatefman,  or 
the  virtue  of  his  condudt  in  both  private  and 
VOL*  I.  B  public 
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c  H^AP.  public  life,  than  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  : 
Nor  will  the  chara&er  of  any  man,  however  " 
flattered  it  may  have  been  in  defcription,  or 
however  fuperior  he  may  have  been  in  ftation, 
go  down  to  pofterity  with  purer  honour. — 
Other  men's  names  are  remembered  by  the 
aid  of  biography;  his  will  be  revered  by  the 
glories  of  his  a£tions,  which  illumined  the 
political  hemifphere  during  the  fplendid  aera 
in  which  the  reins  of  government  were  in  his 
hands.  The  archives  of  the  various  nations 
of  the  world,  at  that  period  of  his  life,  though, 
written  in  different  languages,  will  unite  in 
raifing  a  pyramid  to  his  name,  which  tipic 
cannot  deftroy. 

The  memoirs  of  fuch  a  man  fhould  be 
written  by  the  firft  hiftorian  pf  the  age.  This 
work  aflTumes  an  humbler  rank  in  literature. 
It  goes  forth  with  no  other  claim  to  public 
notice,  than  that  of  being  A  Colledion  of  Fu- 
gitive Papers  and  Anecdotes  ;  many  of  them 
known  to  feveral  perfons  now  living,  but  all 
of  them  to  very  few.  In  fine,  the  prefent 
publication  is  the  efFed  of  induflry,  not  of 
ability. 

3  The 
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iThe   Earl  of  Chatham  was  bora  on  the 
fifteenth  of  November  1708,  in  the  paiifli  of  ^^^^^^^ 
St.  James's,  Weftminfter.      He  received  th$ 
firft  part  of  his  education  at  Eton,  where  he  ^^^^  ** 
was  placed  upon  the.  foundation.     His  cotem- 
poraries  at  this  fchool  Were  George  Lyttelton^ 
afterwards  Lord  Lytteltbn^  Henry  Fox^  after- 
wards Lord  Holland^   Sir   Charles  Hanbury 
Williams^    Henry  Fielding^    author  of  Tom 
Jones,  &c.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was 
fent  to  Trinity  College,  Oxford.     This  lafl  s«ttoO»» 
circumflance  appears  by  the  following  extract 
from  the  Regifter  in  the  Burfary  in  Trinity 
College,  fol.  258 : 

**  Ego  Gulielmus  Pitt,  filius  Roberti  Pltt^ 
"  armigeri,  de  Old  Sarum,  natus  Londini  in  . 
"  parochia  Sandi  Jacobi;  annorum  circiter 
**  1 8  admifTus  fum  commenfalis  primi  ordinis 
**  fub  tutamine  Magiflri  Stockwell,  Jan.  die 
"  10,  1726V 

In 


•  In  reference  to  his  haTing  been  a  member  of  Trinity  Col- 
kge,  are  the  following  lines  in  Mr.  Wartoni  Addrefs  to  him, 
«pon  the  death  of  George  the  Second  1 


« Nor  thou  refafe 


This  humUe  prefent  of  no  partial  Mufe, 

,1  t  From 
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In  the .  Oxford  verfes  upon  the  death  of 
George  the  Firft,  which  were  publifhed  tjie 
year  after  he  went  to  college,  we  find  the 
following  by  Mr.  Pitt  : 

Anglicx  Vos  O  prxfentia  numlna  gentis 
Libertas,  atquc  Alma  Themis !  Neptune  Britamii 
Tu  pater  Oceani!  (fi  jam  pacata  Georgi 
Jmpcrio  tua  perlabi  licet  xquora)  veftro 
(Trifte  minifterium !)  pia  folvite  muncra  Rcgi. 
At  tencri  planftus  abfint,'  moUefquc  querilse 
Hcrois  tumulo ;  quas  mors  deflenda  requirit, 
Cefta  vetant  lacrymas,  juftxque  fupcrbia  laudis. 
Inftare  horribiles  longe  lateque  tumultus 
Hie  fuper  Hifpanos  violenta  tumcfcerc  campo* 
Belli  diluvieS)  illic  ad  flumina  Rheni 
Ardentes  furibundus  cquos  immittcre  Mavors. 
Heu  quam  in  fe  miferi  cladem  ftragefque  cierent.l 
Quot  fortes  caderent  animael  quot  gurgite  torquens 
Sanguineo  iluvius  morientia  corpora  in  altum        «  . 
Volvcret  Oceanum  !  ni  Tc  fuccurrcre  faeclo 
Te  folum,  vifum  fuperls,  Auguile,  labenti 


From  that  calm  Bow'rf ,  which  nurt'd  thy  thoughtful 

youth 
In  the  pure  precepts  of  Athenian  truth  : 
Where  firft  the  form  of  Britifh  Liberty 
BeamM  in  full  radiance  on  thy  mufing  eye  ; 
That  form,  whofe  mien  fublime,  with  equal  awe» 
In  the  fame  (hade  unblemiih'd  Somers  faw. 

f  Triotty  College,  Oxford;  in  which  aUb  Lord  Somen  wai  educated, 
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Tu  hiiferans  hominum  pacem  fupcr  aftra  volantem, 
Impcrio  rctincs,  tcrrafquc  rcvifcre  cogis. 

Bextera  quid  petuit,  primis  ubi  fervor  in  armis 
Impulitulcifcipatriam,  populofque  gemcntcs, 
Turcarum  dicant  acies,  vcrfifque  cohortes 
Turbatae  fignis ;  dicat  pcrterrita  Buda^ 
Invitaque  tuos  prxtoUat  laude  triumphos, 
Tulmina  cum  attonitum  contra  torquenda  tyrannum 
Vidit,  ct  intrcmuit.     Rcrum  at  jam  lenior  ordo 
Arrifit,  gladiumque  manus  confueta  rotare 
(Majus  opus  !)  gratx  prxtendit  figna  quietis. 

Quare  agite,  O  populi,  tantarum  in  muncre  hudum 
Stemite  humum  foliis.    Sed  vos  ante  omnia  Mufx 
Caefarem  ac  aftra  feretis  ;  amavit  vos  quoque  Cxfar  ; 
Vcftraque  cum  placida  laurus  concrevit  oliva. 

Felix,  qui  potuit  mundi  cohibere  tumultus ! 
Fortunatus  et  illi,  xgri  folamen  amoris 
Qui  fubit  Angliacis,  tanti  audit  nominig  hasres. 
Aufpice  Te,  dives  agitans  difcordia,   ludo 
Heu  fatiata  nimis !  furias  amnemque  feverum 
.  Cocjrti  repetat,  propriofque  perhorrirat  angues.. 
At  fecura  quies,  metuens  et  gratia'culp^ 
Te  circumvolitent.    Themis  hinc  caeleftis,  ct  illinc 
Suftentet  folium  dementia.    Tu  quoque  magnam 
Partem  habeas  opere  in  tanto,  Carolina  labore 
Imperii  recreans  fefliim :  nam  Maximus  ille 
Te  colit,  atque  animi  Tenfum  Tibi  credit  opertum 
Curarum  conforti)  et  multo  pignore  junftae. 

Inclyta  progenies !    Tibi  quam  dileda  Tonanti 
Latona  invideat,  quam  vcl  Berecynthia  Mater 
Centum  enixa  Deos  ;  fi  qua  hxc  fmt  dona  Brliannls 
Propria,  Cntque  prccor,  rcferantet  utrumque  parentem. 

GUIht  PITT, 
e  CoD.  Tptiu  Socio  Commenn 
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Before  he  left  Eton  he  was  affli£tcd  with- 
the  gout,  which  increafed  during  his  refidence 
at  Oxford  ;  and  which  at  length  obliged  him 
to  quit  the  univerfity,  without  taldng  a  de^ 
gree.     If  was  hereditary. 

He  afterwards  made  the  tour  of  part  of 
France,  and  part  of  Italy;  but  his  diforder 
was  not  removed  by  it.  He  however  con— 
ftantly  employed  the  Icifure,  which  this  pain- 
ful and  tedious  malady  afforded,  in  the  cuIti-> 
vation  and  improvement  of  his  mind.  Lord 
Phejlerfield^  who  father  envied  than  admired 
his  fuperiority,  fays,  "  that  thu^  he  acquired 
a  great  fund  of  premature  and  ufeful  know-? 
ledge/* 

Eitdted  a  He  came  firft  into  parliament  in  the  month 
pariumcat.  of  February  1735,  for  the  borough  of  Old 
Sarum,  in  the  room  of  his  brother;  who, 
being  eleded  for  Old  Sarum  and  Oakhamp- 
ton,  made  his  eledlion  for  the  latter.  His 
brother-in-law,  Robert  Nedbam  Efq.  was  his 
coadjutor.  Having  five  fifters,  and  an  elder 
brother,  his  fortune  was  not  very  confider- 
^^ho'fcT  ^^^^5  his  friends,  therefore,  obtained  for  him 
a  cornet's  commiffion  in  the  Blues,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  income. 

In 
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In  March  1735,  George  Lyttelton  Efq. 
(eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  of  Hagley, 
who  married  Lord  Cobbam\  fitter),  afterwards 
Lord  Lyttelton^  was  eledled  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Oakhampton,  by  the  intereft  of 
Thomas  Pitt  Efq.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  North- 
tnore^  who  died  a  little  time  before. 

At  the  general  eledion  in  1 734,  Richard 
Grenville  Efq.  (the  late  Earl  Temple^  whofc 
naother  was  Lord  Cobham\  eldeft  fitter)  came 
firft  into  parliament,  being  eleded  for  Buck- 
ingham. Mr.  W.  Pitty  Mr.  Grenville^  and 
Mr.  Lyttelton yhtc2jnc  afTociates,  and  for  feveral 
years  always  fat  next  to  each  other  in  the 
Houfe  6f  Commons. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  not  been  many  days  in  par- 
liament when  he  was  feledted  for  a  teller.  It 
appears  by  the  Journals,  vol.  xxii.  page  535, 
upon  a  motion  to  refer  the  navy  eftimates  to 
a  fele£t  committee,  that  the  Houfe  divided, 
and  that  Mr.  William  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sandys^  af- 
terwards Lord  Sandys^  were  appointed  tellers 
of  the  minority  upon  that  quettion, 

3  4  Mr. 
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C  H^A  P.        j^j.^  P///'s  firft  fpeech  in   parliament  vr^ 
^-p^    on  the   29th  of  April  1736;    upon  fecond*- 

ing  a  motion  made  bv  his  friead  Mr.  l^yttel^ 

ton^  viz^ 

"  That  an  humble  addfefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  oxx 
the  nuptials  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
pi  Wales;  and  to.  exprefs  the  fatisfaftipji  and 
great  joy  of  his  faithful  Commons  on  this 
happy  occafion,  which  they  look  upoji  with 
unfpeakable  comfort,  as  the  means,  under  the 
divine  Provideiice,  of  giving  an  additional 
ftrength  to  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  of  fe- 
curing  to  all  future  ages  the  laws  and  liberties 
pf  this  nation,  in  the  full  manner  we  now 
happily  and  thankfully  enjoy  them,  under  the 
protedtion  of  his  Majefty's  juft  ^d  mild 
government  over  his  people/^ 

When  Mr.  Lyttelton  fat  down,  Mr.  Pitt 
rofe,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  nearly  as  fpl- 
lows : 


Mr.  Pitfs         *  That  he  was  unable  to  offer  any  thing 
^"  •   <  i^h^t  had  QQj  \i^^xi  faid  b^  his  honourable 

^  frien4 
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*  friend  who  made  the  motion,  in  a  manner  chap, 

*  much  more  fuitable  to  the  dignity  and  im-   ^^^^^r^ 
'  portance  of  the  fubjea.  But,'  faid  he, '  I  am 

*  really  afFe£ted  with  the  profpedl  of  the  blefl^ 

*  ings  to    be    derived  to  my  country  from 

*  this  fo  defirable  and  long-defired  meafure, 

*  the  marriage  of  his  Royal   Highnefs  the 

*  Prince  of  Wales;  I  cannot  forbear  troubling 

*  you  with  a  few  words,  to  exprefs  my  joy, 

*  and  to  mingle  my  humble  offering,  incon- 

*  fiderable  as  it  is,  with  this  oblation  of  thanks 

*  and  congratulation  to  his  Majefty. 

*  How  great  foever  the  joy  of  the  public 
^  may  be,  and  very  great  it  certainly  is,    in 

*  receiving  this  benefit  from  his  Majefty,  it 
^  muft  be  inferior   to  that  high   fatisfaction 

*  which  he  himfelf  enjoys  in  beftowing  it: — 
^  And  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  fuppofe,  that 

*  to  a    royal  mind  any  thing  can  tranfcend 

*  the  pleafure  of  gratifying  the  impatient 
^  wilhes  of  a  loyal  people,  it  can  only  be  the 

*  paternal  delight  of  tenderly  indulging  the 

*  moft  dutiful  application,  and  moft  humble 
'  requeft,  of  a  fubmiffive  obedient  fon,  I 
^  pxention.  Sir,  his  Royal  *Highnefs's  having 

^  afl;eJ 
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alked  a  marriage,  becaufe  fomething  is,  in 

*  juftice,  due  to  Kim,  for  having  afked  what 

*  we  are  fo  ftrongly  bound,  by  all  the  ties  of 

*  duty  and  gr?ititude,  to  return  his  Majefty 

*  our  moft  humble  acknowledgments  for  hav- 

*  ing  granted. 


*  The  marriage  of  a  Prince  of  Wales ^  Sir, 
has  at  all  times  been  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  public  welfare,  to  prefent 
and  to  future  generations  ;  but  at  no  time 
has  it  been  a  more  important,  a  more  dear 
confideration,  than  at  this  day :  if  a  charac- 
ter, at  once  amiable  and  refpedtable,  can  em- 
bellifti,  and  even  dignify,  the  elevated  rank 
of  a  Prince  of  Wales.  Were  it  not  a  fort  of 
prefumption  to  follow  fo  grea^t  a  perfon 
through  his  hours  of  retirement,  to  view 
him  in  the  milder  light  of  domeftic  life,  we 
Ihould  find  him  engaged  in  the  noble  exercife 
of  humanity,  benevolence,  and  of  every  fe- 
cial virtue.  But,  Sir,  how  pleafing,  how 
captivating  foever  fuch  a  fcene  may  be,  yet, 
as  it  is  a  private  one,  I  fear  I  Ihould  offend  the 
delicacy  of  that  virtue  I  fo  ardently  defire  to 
do  juftice  to,  fliould  I  offer  it  to  the  confi- 

*  deration 
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»  deration  of  this  Houfe.    But,  Sir,  filial  duty 

*  to  his  Royal  parents,  a  generous  love  of  li- 

*  berty,  and  a  juft  reverence  for  the  Britifh 

*  conflitution ;  thefe  are  public  virtues,  and 
'  cannot  efcape  the  applaufe  and  benedi^ions  ' 
'  of  the  public :  They  are  virtues,  Sir,  which 

*  render  his  Royal  Highnefs  not  only  a  noble 

*  ornament,  but  a  firm  fupport,  if  any  could 

*  poflibly  be  neceflary,  of  that  throne  fo  greatly 

*  filled  by  his  Royal  father. 

*  I  have  been  led  to  fay  thus  much  of  his 

*  Royal  Highnefs's  character,  becaufe  it  is  the 

*  confideration    of    that    charader    vehich, 

*  above  all  things,  enforces  the  juftice  and 

*  goodnefs  of  his  Majefty  in  the  meafure  now 

*  before  us ;    a  meafure  which  the   nation 

*  thought  could  never  come  too  foon,  becaufe 

*  it  brings  with  it  the  promife  of  an  addi- 

*  tiopal  ftrength  to  the  Proteftant  fuccefiion 

*  in  his  Majefty's  iiluftrious  and  royal  houfe. 
.*  The  fpirit  of  liberty  didated  that  fuccefiion ; 

*  the  fame  fpirit  now  rejoices  in  the  profpcd 

*  of  its  being  perpetuated  to  lateft  pofl:erity. — 

*  It  rejoices  in  the  wife  and   happy  choice 

*  which  his  Majefty  has  been  plcafed  to  make 
^  of  a  Princefs,   fo  amiably  diftinguifhed  in 

'  hcrlclf. 
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*  herfelf,  fo  illuftrious  in  the  merit  of  her  fa- 

*  mily,  the  glory  of  whofe  greit  anceftor  it  is, 

*  to  have  facrificed  himfelf  to  thenobleft  caufe 
^  for  which  a  Prince  can  draw  his  fword,  the 

*  caufe  of  liberty  and  the  Proteftant  religion* 

*  Such,  Sir,  is  the  marriage,  for  which  our 

*  moft  humble  acknowledgments  are  due  to 
^  his  Majefty ;  and  may  it  afford  the  comfort 
^  of  feeing  the  Royal  Family   (numerous  as 

*  I  Jthank  God  it  is)  ftill  growing  and  rifing  up 

*  in  a  third  generation !  a  family.  Sir,  which 

*  I  moft  fmcerely  wifh  may  be  as  immortal  as 

*  thofe  liberties  and  that  conftitution  it  came 

*  to  maintain ;  and  therefore  I  am  heartily  for 

*  the  niotion,' 

The  motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

The  fpeeches  of  both  gentlemen,  bein^ 
what  are  called  maiden,  or  firft  fpeeches,  were 
not  only  heard  with  great  indulgence,  but 
pleafure;  and  were  honoured  with  the  warmeft 
approbation  of  every  auditor.  The  extraordi- 
nary merit  of  thefe  young  gentlemen  induced 
his  Royal  Highnefs  to  beftow  upon  them  the 
moft  gracious  and  flattering  marks  of  bis  dif- 
tinftioa  and  countenance. 

Upon 
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Upon  every  queftion  Mr.  P///  divided  with 
his  friends  againft  the  minifter,  and  appeared, 
on  every  occalion,  a  firm  and  determined  op- 
ponent of  the  minifter's  meafures.  Sir  Ro^ 
bert  Walpole  was  not  a  little  irritated  by  this 
condudl ;  and  being  in  the  habit  of  difmiiling 
military  officers  for  their  conduct  in  parlia- 
ment, and  having,  particularly,  a  fhort  time 
before,  broke  Lord  Cobbam  and  others,  he 
made  no  hefitation  of  breaking  Mr.  Pitt. — 
This  imprudent,  violent,  and  unconftitutional 
meafure,  fo  far  from  diminilhing  Mr.  Pitt\ 
confequence  in  the  eyes  of  his  patron,  or  the 
public,  very  confiderably  increafed  it  in  both. 
His  friend  Mr.  Lyttelton  wrote  the  following 
lines  on  the  occafion : 

To  William  Pitt  Efq.   on  his  lofwg  bis 
CQtnmiJfton^  in  tbe  Year  i  'J2^6. 

Long  had  thy  virtues  mark'd  thee  out  for  fame, 
Far,  far  fuperior  to  a  Cornet's  name  5 
This  gen'rous  Walpole  faw,  and  griev'd  to  find 
So  mean  a  poft  difgrace  that  noble  mind; 
The  fcnrile  ftandard  from  the  free-bom  hand 
He  took,  and  bad  thee  lead  the  patriot  band. 

Lord  Cobbam^  the  revered  patron  of  virtue 
and  genius,  whofe  character  was  in  fuch  high 
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cftimation  that  his  fmile  alone  conferred  ho-* 
nour,  wag  among  the  forcmoft  to  offer  him 
his  fervices  and  friendfhip.     An  acquaintance 
thus  formed,  on  a  congeniality  of  fentiment 
and  principle,    foon  ripened  into  affedion; 
and  Mr.  P///'s  fociety  was  ever  after  efleemed 
by  his  Lordfhip  among  the  greateft  pleafures 
of  his  life.     It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that  a 
nobleman  poffeffing  the  knowledge,  the  vir- 
tue, and  the  difcernment  of  Lord  Cobbam^ 
fhould  be  fo  captivated  with^  and  attached  to, 
his  young  friend;  for,  to  brilliancy  of  talents, 
to  a  high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  to  the  moft 
exalted  principles  of  public  and  private  virtue, 
Mn  Pitt  had  united  every  elegant  accomplifh- 
ment ;  and  his  manners  and  addrefs  were  as 
irrefiftible   as  his  eloquence.     His  charafter 
was,  indeed,  fuch  as  to  form  a  litter  fubjeft 
of  poetic  praife,  than  hiftoric  dcfcription ;  and 
the    following  extracts  will  prove    that  the 
6rft  poets  of  his  time,    Tbomfon  zxid,  Ham-- 
mond^  did  not  lofe  the  opportunity  of  paint- 
ing from  fo  rare  a  model: 

Tlie  fair  majeftic  paradife  of  Stowc  .... 
And  there,  O  P///,  thy  country's  early  boaft, 
There  let  me  fit  beneath  the  flielter'd  dopes ; 
Or  in  that  temple  ♦,  where,  in  future  tirac9, 
*  Tcsiple  of  Virtue,  ia  Stowe  Gudeni.    ' 

Tbot 
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Thou  well  (halt  merit  a  diftinguifliM  name  ;  C  HA  P* 

And,  with  thy  convcrfe  bleft,  catch  the  laft  fmiles         |_-J-.^ 

Of  Autumn  beaming  o'er  the  yellow  woods.  '*73^- 

While  there  with  thee  th'  enchanted  round  I  walk. 

The  regulated  wild,  gay  fancy  then 

Will  tread  in  thought  the  groves  of  Attic  land; 

Will  from  thy  ftandard  tafte  refine  her  own, 

Corredl  her  pencil  to  the  pureft  truth 

Of  Nature;  or,  the  unimpaiBon'd  (hades 

Forfaking^  raife  it  to  the  human  mind. 

Or  if  hereafter  (he,  with  jufter  hand, 

Shall  draw  the  tragic  fcenc,  inftrufl  her,  thou  I 

To  mark  the  varied  movements  of  the  heart. 

What  cv*ry  decent  charafter  requires. 

And  ev'ry  paflion  fpcaks :  O,  through  her  (train  . 

Breathe  thy  pathetic  eloquence  !  that  moulds 

Th' attentive  Senate,  charms,  perfuades,  exalts; 
Of  honeft  Zcal'th*  indignant  lightning  throws^ 

And  (hakes  Corruption  on  her  venal  tlirone  *. 

Nor  does  the  elegant  and  pathetic  Hammond 
£J1  fliort  of  Tbomfotty  in  the  following  lines ; 

To  Stowe*s  delightful  fcenes  I  now  tepair. 
In  Cobbanfs  fmile  to  lofe  the  gloom  of  care.  .  .  . 
There  P///,  in  manners  foft,  in  fr!end(hip  warm. 
With  mild  advice  my  liftening  grief  (hall  charm. 
With  fenfe  to  counfel,  and  with  wit  to  pleafe, 
A  Roman's  virtue,  with  a  Courtier's  eafe. 

On  the  23d  of  February  1737,  Mr.  Pul-^ 
tcnty  (afterwards  Earl  of  Bath)  moved  for 

an 
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c  H.  A  t*.  rj^^  addrefs  to  the  King,    humbly  befeechin^ 
his  Majefty  to  fettle  ioo,oool  jffcr  annum  on 
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the  Prince  of  Wales. 


The  minifter,  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  oppofed 
this  motion  with  all  his  ftrength.  The  Prince 
being  in  ojppofition  to  him,  he  was  fenfible 
that  a  compliance  with  the  motion  would  as 
infallibly  increafe  the  power  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  as  it  would  diminifh  his  own. — 
Mr.  Pitt  \%  faid  to  have  fpoken  very  ably  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  as  did  Mr.  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Lyttelton^  on  the  fame  fide ;  but  their 
fpeeches  are  no  where  diftindly  preferved. — 
The  fubftance  of  the  debate  on  both  fides  is 
dated  only  in  the  form  of  a  general  argument, 
for^  and  againji^  the  motion. 

The  political  papers  of  the  time,  however, 
very  clearly  evince  that  the  minifter  fmarted 
under  the  lafli  of  Mr.  P/V/'s  eloquence  ;  for  in 
one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Gazetteer,  a  paper, 
at  that  time,  avowedly  written  in  fupport  of  the 
minifter,  and  publiflied  foon  after  the  clofe  of 
the  feifion,  Mr.  Pitf  is  chara£terized  in  terms 
which  are  as  illiberal  as  they  are  unjuft ;  and 
which  occafioned  the  oppofition-paperof  thofe 

times, 
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times,  the  Craftfman,  to  defend  him,  in  re-  ^^^^.p. 
ply  to  the  Gazetteer. 


•*  Should  a  young  man"  (fays  the  Gazet- 
teer), "  juft  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, endeavour  to  rank  himfelf  with  the 
firft  in  reputation  and  experience,  would  he 
not  render  himfelf  ridiculous  by  the  attempt, 
and  even  deftroy  the  degree  of  fame  which 
he  might  6therwife  deferve  ?    A^  young  man 
of  my  acquaintance,  through  an  overbearing 
difpofition,  ai^d  a  weak  judgment,  afluming 
the  charader  of  a  great  man,  which  he  is  no^ 
way  able  to  fupport,  is  become  the  objedt  of 
ridicule,  inftead  of  praife.      My  young  man 
has  the  vanity  to  put  himfelf  in  the  place  of 
Tully.    But  let  him  confider,  that  every  one 
who  has  the  fame  natural  imperfedions  with 
Tully,  has  not  therefore  the  fame  natural  per- 
fe^ons ;  though  his  neck  ihould  be  as  long, 
his  body  as  flender,  yet  his  voice  may  not  be 
as  fonorous,  hisadion  may  not  be  as  juft.— 
Such  a  one  may  be  deluded  enough  to  look 
upon  himfelf  as  a  perfon  of  real  confequence, 
and  not  fee  that  he  is  raifed  by  a  party,  as  a 
proper  tool  for  their  prefent  purpofes,  and 
whom  they  can  at  any  time  pull  down,  when 
thofe  purpofes  are  ferved.'* 

VOL.  1.  c  In 
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CHAP.       Xn  anfwer  to  the  preceding,  the  Craftfmadj 
No.  596,  fays. 


«737- 


"  That  he  Is  not  addidled  to  panegyric,  but 
roufed  by  an  honeft  zeal  to  refent  the  blacked 
perfonal  calumny,  by  expofing  the  heart  and 
intentioir  of  the  wretched  author,  in  brow- 
beating rifmg  virtue,  and  flandering  a  certain 
young  gentlema;!  in  the  grofleft  manner ;  one 
who,  in  every  fituation,  hath  conduced  him- 
felf  in  the  niceft  and  difcreeteft  manner,  and 
by  his  thirft  after  learning  hath  given  reafon 
to  expeS  adtions  fuitable  to  fo  happy  and  An- 
gular a  beginning.  The  Gazetteer  pretends  to 
an  acquaintance  of  the  gentleman ;  but  furely 
no  man  of  the  leaft  honour  would  offer  to  fall 
fo  foul  on  his  friend ;  neither  would  an  ac- 
quaintance of  any  value  or  worth  advife  him 
thus  publicly,  and  thereby  endeavour  to  ex- 
pofe  him  to  the  world.  To  ftiew  how  preju- 
dicial to  the  good  of  one's  country  fuch  treat- 
ment of  rifihg  merit  may  be,  let  us  confider 
the  great  Demoftbenes  returning  from  the  bar, 
difcontented  at  his  own  performances,  meeting 
fuch  an  advifer  as  this,  perfuading  him,  already 
too  much  prejudiced  againft  his  own  imper- 
fedions,  not  to  attempt  to  eftablifli  his  repu- 
tation, as  an  orator,  for  which  he  was  no-way 
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ilefigned  by  nature.  Such  advice,  in  the  fitu-  ^  '^^  ^* 
ation  he  was  in,  might  perhaps  have  had  its 
fatal  effeft  j  and  what,  O  Athenians^  would 
you  have  loft  in  this  cafe  ?  Not  only  the  repu- 
tation of  producing  one  of  the  brighteft  ora- 
tbrs  that  ever  lived,  but  the  boldeft  defender 
of  your  liberties,  and  the  greateft  chedk  to  the 
Macedonian  monarch :  A  man  of  whom 
Philip,  by  his  own  confeflion,  flood  more  in 
awe  than  of  all  the  Grecian  States  he  fought 
to  opprefs." 

The  Prince  being  this  year  deprived  of  his 
apartments  at  St*  James's,  and  excluded  from 
Court,  feveral  of  his  houfehold  refigned 
their  places,  and  were  fucceeded  by  others: 
In  this  revolution  Mr.  Fitt  was  appointed 
groom  of  the  bedchamber,  and  Mr.  Lyttdton 
private  fecretary  to  his  Royal  Highnefs. 


c  2 
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Chap.  ii. 

MR.  PITTS  SPEECHES  IN  FAVOUR  OF  A  REDUCTION  OP* 
THE  ARMY— ON  THE  CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN— ON 
.  ADMIRALHADDOCK'S  INSTRUCTIONS— ON  SIR  CHARLES 
WAGER*S  BILL  FORTHE  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  SEAMEN. 
—REPLY  TO  MR.  HORACE  WALPOLE.— REPLY  TO  MR. 
WINNINGTON.— ON  THE  MOTION  FOR  AN  ADDRESS  TO 
REMOVE  SIR  ROBERT  WALPOLE. 

'\yTR.  jP/V/'s  fpeeches  during  the  remain* 
"^  ^  ing  period  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole\  ad- 
miniftration,  which  have  been  preferved,  are 
the  feven  following*. 

On  the  4th  of  February  1738,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  number  of  land  forces,  Mr.  Pkt  * 
fpoke  in  favour  of  a  reduction,  in  reply  to  Sir 
Thomas  Lumley  Saunderfou^  afterwards  Earl  of 
Scarborough y  who  had  fpoken  in  fupport  of 
the  number  propofed  by  the  miniftcr. 

*  They  are  taken  from  Chandler  %  coUefUon  of  Parlia* 
mentary  DebaUs.  The  authority  is  not  very  goodj  but 
there  is  no  other  account  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates  during 
this  period.  It  mud  likewife  be  obferved»  that  none  of  Lord 
C/joiham'i  fpeeches,  prior  to  1760,  are  to  be  wholly  depended 
upon.  And  the  only  apology  that  can  be  made  for  giving 
them  a  place  in  this  work,  is,  that  they  are  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  contain  a  part»  at  leaft»  gf  hit  argumenti 

Sir 
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S\T  Thomas  hsid  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  ^^j^^' 
to  hear  any  placemen  arguing  in  favour  of  '"T'^ 
a  redudion  of  the  army,  which  Sir   Jofepb 
Jckyl^  Mr.  Lytteltofty  &ct.  had  done. 


Mr.  Pitt  began  with  faying,  *  That  as  to  **';^]^*'|^* 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  re-  [jj^^'j^^  ' 
fpefting  thofe  whom  he  calls  placemen,  he  ^^^**"'"y' 
would  agree  with  him,  that  if  they  were  to 
be  diredied  in  their  opinions  by  the  places 
they  held,  they  might  unite  for  the  fupport 
of  each  other,  againfl  the  common  good  of  ' 
the  nation ;  but  I  hope,'  faid  he,  *  none  of 
them  are  under  any  fuch  dire<ftions ;  I  am 
fure  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  is 
not,  and  therefore  I  am  convinced  he  is  not 
ferious,  when  he  talks  of  being  furprifed  at 
any  placeman's  declaring  for  a  reduction  of 
our  army ;  for,  of  all  men,  thofe  who  en- 
joy any  places  of  profit  under  our  govern- 
ment, ought  to  be  the  moil  cautious  of  load- 
ing the  public  with  any  unneceflary  tax  or 
expence  ;  becaufe  as  the  places  they  poffefs 
generally  bringthem in  more  than  their  (hare 
of  our  taxes  can  amount  to,  it  may  be  pro- 
perly faid,  that  by  confenting  to  any  article 
of  publiq  expence,   they  lay  a  load  upon 
c  3  ♦  others 
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*  I  nruft  look  upon  myfelf  as  a  placeman, 
as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
•  fpoke  laft.      I  am  in  the  fervice  of  one  pf 
'  the  branches  of  the  Royal  Fam'ily,  and  I 
^  think  it  my  honour  to  be  fo ;  but  I  fhould 
'  not  think  it  if  I  were  not  as  free  to  give  my 
'  opinion  upon  any  queftion  that  happens  in 
'  this  Houfe,  as  I  was  before  I  had  any  fuch 
place ;  and  I  believe,  from  the  behaviour  of 
gentlemen  upon  this  very  occafion,  it  will 
appear,  that  all  thofe.^ho  are  in  the  fervice 
with  me  are  in  the  fame  ftate  of  freedom,  be^ 
caufe  I'believe  they  will,  upon  the  queftion 
now  before  us,  appear  to  be  of  different 
opinions.    But  there  is  another  fet  of  places- 
men,    whofe  behaviour  furprifes  me  not  a 
little,  becaufe  upon  every  queftion  ref^e^Ing 
public  affairs,  they  are  always  unanimous ; 
and  I  confefs  it  is  to  me  a  little  aftonifliing, 
that  two  or  three  hundred  gentlemen  fhould, 
by  an  unaccountable  fort  of  unanimity,  al- 
ways agree  in  opinion,  upon  the  many  dif- 
ferent queftions  which  occur  annually.      I 
am  convinced  thb  furprifing  unanimity  does 

^  not 
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*  not  jwroceed  from  any  efFedt  of  the  places  ^  ^^f^  p* 

*  they  hold  under  the  crown ;  for  if  it  did,  a 

*  man's  being  poflefled  of  any  place  undei; 

*  the  crown  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  am  fure, 
^  be  an  infallible  reafon  for  the  people  not  to 

*  truft  him  with  the  prefervation  of  their  li- 

*  berties,  or  the  difpofal  of  their  properties  in 
^  parliament* 

*  Then,  as  to  the  Tories,  and  fufpefted  Ja- 

*  cobites,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  compa- 

*  rifon  made  between  them  and  the  fat  man 

*  in  the  crowd.     There  are  fo  few  of  either 

*  in  the  kingdom^  that  I  am  fure  they  can  give 

*  no  man  an  occafion  for  being  afraid  of  them, 

*  and  therefore  there  is  not  the  lead  fliadow  of 

*  reafon  for.faying  they  are  the  occafion  of  our 

*  being  obliged  to  keep   fuch    a  numerous 

*  ftandiog  army  • 

*  Our  large  army  may  properly  be  com- 

*  pared  to  the  fat  man  in  the  crowd;  for  the 

*  keeping  up  of  fuch  an  army  is  the  firft  caufe 

*  of  our  difcontents  j  and  thofe  difcontents, 

*  now  we  find,  are  made  the  chief  pretence 

*  for  keeping  the  army.     Remove,  therefore^ 

*  the  army,  or  but  a  confiderable  part  of  it, 
[  and  the  difcontents  complained  of  will  ceafe* 

c  4  *  I  come 
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*  I  come  noVr  to  the  only  argument  the  hon, 
gentleman  made  ufe  of,  which  can  admit  a 
ferious  confideration;  and'if  our  army  were 
entirely,  or  but  generally,  compofed  of  ve- 
terans, inured  to  the  fatigues  and  the  dangers 
of  war,  and  fuch  as  had  often  ventured  their 
lives  againft  the  enemies  of  their  country,  I 
confefs  the  argument  would  have  a  great 
weight:  But,  confidering  the  circumftances 
of  our  prefent  army,  I  can  hardly  think  my 
hon.  friend  was  ferious  when  he  made  ufe  of 
fuch  argument.  As  for  the  officers  of  the 
army,  they  are  quite  out  of  the  queftion; 
for,  in  cafe  of  a  redudlion,  there  is  a  hand- 
fome  provifion  for  every  one  of  them;  no 
man  can  doubt,  nor  would  any  man  oppofe, 
their  being  put  upon  half  pay;  and  I  muft 
obferve,  that  our  half  pay  is  better,  or  as 
good,  as  full  pay,  I  believe,  in  any  other 
country  in  Europe;  for  in  the  method  our 
army  is  now  kept  up,  I  could  fhew,  by  cal- 
culation, that  it  cods  the  nation  more  than 
would  maintain  three  times  the  number  of 
men  either  in  France  or  Germany.  And  as 
for  the  foldiers,  I  believe  it  may  be  faid  of 
at  leaft  three-fourths  of  them,  that  they 
never  went  under  any  fatigue  except  that 
of  a  review,  nor  were  ever  expofed  to  any 

^  danger. 


n. 
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danger,  except  in  apprehending  fmugglers,  ^  ^  a  f 
or  difperiing  mobs;  therefore  I  muft  think, 
they  have  no  claim  for  any  greater  reward 
than  the  pay  they  have  already  received,  nor 
fhould  I  think  we  were  guilty  of  the  lead 
ingratitude  if  they  were  all  turned  adrift  to- 
morrow morning. 

*  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  the  foldiers  of  our  army 
were  all  fuch  as  had  ferved  a  campaign  or 
two  againft  a  public  enemy;  is  it  from 
thence  to  be  inferred,  that  they  muft  for 
ever  after  live  idly,  and  be  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  their  country,  and  that  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country  ?  At  this  rate,  if  a  man  has 
but  once  ventured  his  life  in  the  fervice  of 
his  country,  he  muft  for  ever  be  not  only  a 
burthen  but  a  terror  to  his  country.  This 
would  be  a  fort  of  reward  which  I  am  furc 
no  brave  foldier  would  accept  of,  nor  any 
honeft  one  defire^  That  we  ftipuld  Ihew  a 
proper  gratitude  to  thofe  who  have  ventured 
their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  their  coyntry,  is 
what  I  ihall  readily  acknowledge ;  but  this 
gratitude  ought  to  be  fhewn  in  fuch  a  way  as 
not  to  b?  daqgerpus  to  our  Ubertjies,  nor  too 

^  burthen- 
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burthenfome  to  the  people ;  and  therefore, 
when  a  war  is  at  an  end,  if  a  foldier  can 
provide  for  hiihfelf,  either  by  his  labour,  or 
by  his  own  private  fortune,  he  ought  not  to 
exped,  and  if  he  is  not  of  a  mercenary  difpo-* 
fition,  he  will  fcorn  to  receive,  any  other  re- 
wards than  thofe  which  confift  in  the  pecu- 
liar honour  and  privileges,  which  may  and 
ought  to  be  conferred  upon  him. 

*  That  we  ought  to  (hew  a  proper  gratitude 
to  every  man  who  has  ventured  his  life  in 
the  caufe  of  his  country,  is  what,  I  am  fure, 
no  gentleman  will  deny:  Yet,  as  the  laws 
now  (land,  an  old  oflScer,  who  has  often  ven- 
tured his  life,  and  often  fpilt  his  blood,  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  maybe  difmiflfed  and 
reduced,  perhaps  to  a  ftarving  condition,  at 
the  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure,  perhaps  at 
the  whim,  of  a  minifter;  fo  that  by  the 
prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  army,  the  re- 
ward of  a  foldier  feems  not  to  depend  upon 
the  fervices  done  to  his  country,  but  upon 
the  fervices  he  does  to  thofe  who  happen  to 
be  minifters  at  the  time,  Muft  not  this  be 
allowed  to  be  a  defed:  in  the  prefent  efta- 
bliihment?  And  yet  when  a  law  was  pro- 

*  pofed 
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*  pofed  for  fupplying  this  defe£t,  we  may  re- 

*  member  what  reception  it  met  with,  even 

*  from  thofe  who  now  infift  fo  highly  upon 

*  the  gratitude  we  ought  to  fhew  the  gentle- 

*  men  of  the  army/ 

On  the  8th  of  March  1739,  Mr.  H.  Walpole  1739- 
having  moved  that  an  addrefs  of  thanks  be 
prefented  to  the  King,  on  the  convention 
with  Spain,  this  motion  brought  on  a  long 
debate;  in  which  Mr.  P/// followed  Mr. Howe 
(afterwards  created  Lord  Cbedwortbjy  who 
fpokefor  the  addrefs,  Mr.  Fitt  againft  it,  viz. 

^  I  can  by  no  means  think  that  the  com-  speech  opon 

*  plicated  queftion  now  before  us,  is  the  pro-  eoofCDiioa. 

*  per,  the  dire£t  manner  of  taking  the  fenfe  of 

*  this  committee.  We  have  here  the  foft 
'  name  of  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  crown 

*  propofed,  and  for  no  other  end  but  to  lead 

*  gentlemen  into  an  approbation  of  the  con- 

*  vention.  But  is  this  that  full,  deliberate 
'  examination,  which  we  were  with  defiance 
^  called  upon  to  give?  Is  this  carfory  blended 

*  difquifition  of  matters,  of  fuch  variety  and 

*  extent,    all  we  owe  to  outfclves  and   our 

*  couotry  ?   When  trade  is  at  ftake^  it  is  your 

'  laft 
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laft entrenchment;  you  muft  defend  it, or  pe- 
rifli;  and  whatever  is  to  decide,  that  de- 
ferves  the  moft  diftindt  confideration,  and 
the  moft  direa  undifguifed  fenfe  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  how  are  we  now  proceeding  ? 
Upon  an  artificial,  minifterial  queftion  :— 
Here  is  all  the  confidence,  here  is  the  con- 
fcious  fenfe  of  the  greateft  fervice  that  ever 
was  done  to  this  country;  to  be  complicat- 
ing queftions,  to  be  lumping  fandion  and 
approbation  like  a  commiflary*s  accompt;  to 
be  covering  and  taking  fahduary  in  the 
Royal  name,  inftead  of  meeting  openly  and 
ftanding  fairly  the  direfl:  judgment  and  fen- 
tence  of  Parliament  upon  the  feyeral  articles 
of  this  convention. 


*  You  have  been  moved  to  vote  an  humbk 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  a  mea- 
fure  which  (I  will  appeal  to  gentlemen's 
converfation  in  the  world)  is  odious  through- 
out the  kingdom:  Such  thanks  are  only  due 
to  the  fatal  influence  that  framed  it,  as  are 
due  for  that  low,  unallied  condition  abroad, 
which  is  now  made  a  plea  for  this  conven- 
tion. To  what  are  gentlemen  reduced  in 
ftipport  of  it  ?  Firft  try  a  little  to  defend  it 

^  upon 
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*  upon  its  own  merits;  if  that  is  not  tenable^  ^^,^^^ 

*  throw  out  general  terrors— the  Houfe  of  ' 

*  Bourbon  is  united ;  who  knows  the  confe- 
^  quence  of  a  war?      Sir,  Spain  knows  the 

*  confequence  of  a  war  in  America}  whoever 

*  gains,  it  muft  prove  fatal  to  her ;  ihe  knows 
'  it,  and  mull  therefore  avoid  it;  but  (he 
^  knows  England  does  not  dare  to  make  it ; 

*  and  what  is  a  delay,  which  is  all  this  magni- 

*  fied  convention  is  fometimes  called,  to  pro- 
'  duce?  Can  it  produce  fuch  conjundiures  as 

*  thofe  you  loft,    while  you    were   giving 

*  kingdoms  to  Spain,  and  all  to  bring  her  back 

*  again  to  that  great  branch  of  the  Houfe  of 

*  Bourbon,  which  is  now  thrown  out  to  you 

*  with  fo  much  terror  ?  If  this  union  be  for- 

*  midable,  are  we  to  delay  only  till  it  becomes 
^  more  formidable,  by  being  carried  further 
^  into  execution,  and  more  ftrongly  cement- 

*  ed? — ^But   be  it  what  it  will,    is  this  any 

*  longer  a  nation,  or  what  is  an  Englifli  par- 

*  liament,  if  with  more  fhips  in  your  bar- 

*  hours  than  in  all  the  navies  of  Europe,  with 

*  above  two  millions  of  people  in  your  Amc- 

*  rican  colonies,  you  will  bear  to  hear  of  the 

*  expediency  of  receiving  from  Spain  an  infe- 
^  cure,    unfatisfa^ory,    difhonourable    con- 

'  vention  ? 
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veHtion?  Sir,  I  call  it  no  more  than  it  Ha9 
been  proved  in  this  debate;  it  carries  fallacy 
or  downright  fubjeftion  in  almoft  every  line. 
It  has  been  laid  open  and  expofed  in  fo  many 
ftrong  and  glaring  lights,  that  I  can  pretend 
to  add  nothing  to  the  convidion  and  indig- 
nation it  has  raifed. 


^  Sir,  as  to  the  great  national  objedion,  the 
fearching  your  ihips,  that  favourite  word, 
as  it  was  called,  is  not  omitted,  indeed,  in 
the  preamble  to  the  convention,  but  it  ftands 
there  as  the  reproach  of  the  whole,  as  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  fatal  fubmiffion 
that  follows:  .On  the  part  of  Spain,  an  ufurp- 
ation,  an  inhuman  tyranny,  claimed  and 
exercifed  over  the  American  feas ;  on  the 
part  of  England,  an  undoubted  right,  by 
treaties,  and  from  God  and  nature,  declared 
and  aflerted  in  the  refolutions  of  Parliament, 
are  referred  to  the  difcuffion  of  plenipoten- 
tiaries, upon  one  and  the  fame  equal  foot. 
Sir,  I  fay  this  undoubted  right  is  to  be  dif- 
cuffed  and  regulated.  And  if  to  regulate  be 
to  prefcribe  rules  (as  in  all  conftrudion  it  is), 
this  right  is,  by  the  exprefs  words  of  this 
convention,  to  be  given  up  and  facrificed  ; 
^  'for 
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*  for  It  muft  ceafe  to  be  any  thing  from  the   ^  ^,^  ^* 
^  moment  it  is  fubmitted  to  limits. 


*  The  court  of  Spain  has  plainly  told  you 
^  (as  appears  by  papers  upon  the  table) 
'  you  fliall  ftcer  a  due  courfe ;  you  (hall  na- 
'  vigatc  by  a  line  to  and  from  your  planta- 

*  tions  in  America;  if  you  draW  near  to  her 

*  coafts  (though  from  the  circumftances  of 

*  that  navigation  you  are  under  an  unavoid- 

*  able  lieceffity   of  doing   it),  you   (hall  be 

*  feized  and  confifcated.     If,  then,  upon  thefe 

*  terms  only  (he  has  coiifented  to  refer,  what 

*  becomes  at  once  of  all  the  fecurity  we  are 

*  flattered  with,  in  confequence  of  this  refer- 

*  ence?   Plenipotentiaries  are  to  regulate  fi- 

*  nally  the  refpediive  pretenfions  of  the  twd 

*  crowns,  with  regard  to  trade  and  naviga- 

*  tion    in    America;    but    does  a  man     in 

*  Spain  reafon  that  thefe  pretenfions  muft  be 

*  regulated  to  the  fatisfaftion  and  honour  of 

*  England?  No,  Sir,  they  conclude,  and  with 
^  reafon,  from  the  high  fpirit  of  their  admi- 
'  niftration,  from  the  fuperiority  with  which 

*  they  have  fo  long  treated  you,  that  this  re- 

*  ference  muft  end,  as  it  has  begun,  to  their 

*  honour  and  advantage. 

•  But 
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*  But  gentlemen  fay,  the  treaties  fubfiftiAg 

*  are  to  be  the  meafure  of  this  regulation.  Sir, 

*  as  to  treaties,  I  will  take  part  of  the  words 

*  of  Sir  William  TempUy  quoted  by  the  hon. 

*  gentleman  near  me;  //  //  vain  to  negotiate 

*  and  make  treaties^  if  there  is  not  dignity  and 

*  vigour  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  them  j  for 

*  underthe  mifconftrudlion  and  mifreprefenta- 

*  tion  of  thefe  very  treaties  fubfifting,  thisinto- 
^  lerable  grievance  has  arifen;  it  has  been  grow- 

*  ing  upon  you,  treaty  after  treaty,  through 

*  twenty  years  of  negotiation,  and  even  under 
^  thedifcuflionof  commi(raries,to  whom  it  was 

*  referred.     You  have  heard  from.  Captain 

*  Vaughan,  at  your  bar,  at  what  time  thefe  in- 

*  juries  and  indignities  were  continued.    As  a 

*  kind  of  explanatory  comment  upon  the  con- 

*  vention,Spain  hasthought  fit  to  grant  you,  as 

*  another  infolent  proteft,  under  the  validity 

*  and  force  of  which  fhe  has  fufFered  this  cou- 

*  vention  to  be  proceeded  upon.  We'll  treat 
^  with  you,  but  we'll  fearch  and  take  your 
^  fhips;  we'll  fign  a  convention,  but  we'll 

*  keep  your  fubjeds  prifoners,  prifoners  in 

*  Old  Spain  j   the  Weft   Indies  are  remote  ; 

*  Europe  fliall  be  witnefs  how  we  ufe  you* 
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•  As  to  the  inference  of  an  admiffion  of  our  ^  ^,f  ^' 
right  not  to  be  fearched,  drawn  from  arepara- 
tion  made  for  fhips  unduly  feized  and  con-^ 
£fcated^  I  think  that  argument  is  very  in-- 
conclufiveb  The  right  claimed  by  Spain  to 
fearch  our  fhips  is  one  thing,  and  the  ex-^ 
cefies  admitted  to  have  been  committed  in 
confequence  of  this  pretended  right,  is  ano« 
ther ;  but  furely,  Sir,  reafoning  from  infer* 
ences  and  implication  only,  is  below  the 
dignity  of  your  proceedings,  upon  a  right 
of  this  vaft  importance.  What  this  repara- 
tion is,  what  fort  of  compofltion  for  your 
lofles,  forced  upon  you  by  Spain,  in  an  in- 
ilance  that  has  come  to  light,  where  yoiu: 
own  commiflaries  could  not  in  confcience 
decide  againft  your  claim,  has  fully  appeared 
upon  examination;  and  as  for  the  payment 
of  the  fum  ftipulated  (all  but  feven  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  too  fub« 
jed  to  a  drawback),  it  is  evidently  a  fallaci* 
ous  nominal  payment  only.'  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  the  detail  of  a  dark,  con-- 
fufed,  and  fcarcely  intelligible  accompt ;  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  conclude  with  one 
word  upon  it,  in  the  light  of  a  fubmiffion, 
as  well  as  of  an  adequate  reparation.  Spain 
VOL.  I  O  *  ftipu- 
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CH  At.  c  ftJpulatcsT  to  pay  to  the  crown  of  England 

*  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds;  by  a  prelimi- 

*  nary  proteft  of  the  King  of  Spain,  the  South 

*  Sea  Company  is  at  once  to  pay-  fixty-eight 

*  thoufand  of  it :  If  they  refufe,  Spain,  I  ad- 

*  mit,  is  ftill  to  pay  the  ninety-five  thoufand 
• '  pounds:  But  how  does  it  Hand  then  ?    The 

*  Afficnto  contraft  is  to  be  fufpended:    You 

*  are  to  purchafe  this  fum  at  the  price  of  an 

*  exclufive  trade,  purfuant  to  a  national  treaty, . 

*  and  of  animmenfe  debt  of  God  knows  how 

*  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds  due  from 

*  Spain  to  the  South  Sea  Company.     Here, 

*  Sir,  is  the  fubuiiffion  of  Spain,  by  the  pay- 
^  ment  of  a  ftipulated  fum ;  a  tax  laid  upon 

*  fubjeds  of  England,  under  the  fevereft  pe- 

*  nalties,    with,  the  reciprocal   accord  of  an 
^  Englifh  miniiler,  as  a  preliminary  that  the 

*  convention  may  be  figned;  a  condition  im- 

*  pofed  by  Spain  in  the  moft  abfolute,  im- 

*  perious  manner;  and  received  by  the  mi- 

*  nifters  of  England  in  the  moft  tame  and  ab- 

*  je£l.     Can  any  verbal  diftinftions,  any  eva- 

*  fions  whatever,  poffibly  explain  away  this 

*  public  ihfamy  ?  To  whom  would  we  dif- 

*  guife  it?    To  durfelves  and  to  the  nation. 

*  I  wifh  we  could  hide  it  from  the  eyes  of 

*  every 
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*  evcty  court  in  Eutope:  They  fee  Spain  has  ^  ",^^* 

*  talked  to  you  like  your  mafter;  they  fee  ^^^'^^^^ 
^  this  arbitrary  fundamental  condition,  and  it 

*  mud  fiand  with  diftin^ion,«withapre-emi•- 
*  nence  of  fhame,  as  a  part  even  of  this  con** 

*  yention. 


*  This  convention,  Sif,  I  think  from  my 
foul,  is  nothing  but  a  (tipulation  for  na» 
tionallgnominy ;  an  illufory  expediefat,  to 
baffle  the  refentment  of  the  nation;  a  truce 
without  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  on  the 
part  of  Spain ;  on  the  part  of  England  a  fuf- 
penfion: As  to  Georgia,  of  the  firft  law  of 
nature,  felf-prefervation  and  felf-defence,  a 
furrender  of  the  rights  and  trade  of  England 
to  the  mercy  of  plenipotentiaries,  and  in 
this  infinitely  higheft  and  facred  poipt,  fu- 
ture fecurity,  not  only  inadequate,  but  di- 
reSly  repugnant  to  the  refolutions  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  gracious  promife  from  the 
throne.  The  complaints  of  your  defpairing 
merchants,  th6  voice  of  England  has  con- 
demned it:  Be  the  guilt  of  it  upon  the  head 
of  the  advifer.  God  forbid  that  this  Com- 
mittee ihould  fhare  the  guilt  by  approving 
it!'- 

D  2  The 
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The  addrefs  was  agreed  to. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Waller^  on  the 
24th  of  January  1740,  for  copies  of  letters  and 
orders  -fent  to  Admiral  Haddock^  and  others, 
Mr.  Pitt  made  a  fliort  fpeech  in  fupport  of 
the  motion,  in  reply  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole^ 
who  Oppofed  it.  Sir  Robert  concluded  with 
faying,    *  That  the  time  which  would  be 

•  taken  up  vnih  fuch  a  fruitlefs  inquiry  might 

*  be  more  ufefuUy  employed;'  which  brought 
up  Mr.  Pttty  who  faid, 


Speech  oa  ^  It  is  my  opinion,  that  our  time  cannot 

H.ddock'i    *  be  more  ufefuUy  employed,  during  a  war, 

^  than  examining  how  it  has  been  conduced, 

*  and  fettling  the  degree  of  confidence  that 

*  may  be  repofed  in  thofe  to  whofe  care  are 

*  entrufted  our  reputations,  our  fortunes,  and 

*  our  lives. 

•  There  is  not  any  inquiry.  Sir,  of  more 
^  importance  than  this;  it  is  not  a  queftion 

*  about  an  uncertain  privilege,  or  a  law  which, 

*  if  found  inconvenient,  may  hereafter  be  re* 

*  pealed ;  we  are  now  to  examine  whether  it 

*  is  probable  that  we  (hall  preferve  our  com- 

*  merce 
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*  mcrce  and  our  independence,  or  whether  ^  ^^^  ^* 

*  we  are  finking  into  fubjedion  to  foreign 
'  power. 

*  But   this  inquiry,  Sir,  will  produce  no 

*  great  infornaation,  if  thofe  whofe  conduA  is 

*  examined  are  allowed  to  feled  the  evidence; 
^  for  what  accounts  will  they  exhibit  but  fuch 
^  as  have  often  already  been  laid  before  us, 

*  and  fuch  as  they  now  ofier  without  concern? 
^  Accounts  obfcure  and  fallacious,  imperfeA 
^  and  confufed;  from  which  nothing  can  be 
^  learned,  and  which  can  never  entitle  the 

*  minifter  to  praife,  though  they  may  fcreen 

*  him  from  punifhment/ 

In  the  fame  feflion,  on  the  loth  of  March 
1740,  on  the  bill  brought  in  by  Sur  Charles 
Wager^  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen, 
and  fpeedier  manning  the  royal  navy,  Mr* 
Pitt  fpoke  againfl:  the  bill,  viz. 

*  It  is    common  for  thofe  to   have  the  ^p^*".?" 

the  bill  iot 

*  greateft  regard  to  their  own  intereft,  who  ^^^*%2' 

*  difcdver  the  Icaft  for  that  of  others.      I  do  °'  ^^  "• 

*  not,  therefore,  defpair  of  recalling  the  ad- 

*  vocates  of  this  bill  from  the  profecution  of 

D  3  «  their 
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^"if"^'  *  their  favourite  meafures  by  arguments  of 
*  greater  eflScacy  than  thofe  which  are  pre- 
^  tended  to  be  founded  on  reafon  and  juflice* 
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^  Nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  fome 
degree  of  reputation  is  abfolutely  neceflkry 
to  men  who  have  any  concern  In  the  admi*. 
niftration  of  a  government  like  ours;  they 
muft  either  fecure  the  fidelity  of  their  ad- 
herents, by  the  afEftance  of  wifdom  or  of 
virtue;  their  enenjies  muft  either  be  awed 
by  their  honeffy,  or  terrified  by  their  cun- 
ning. Mere  artlefs  bribery  will  never  gain 
a  fufiicient  majority  to  iet  them  entirely 
free  from  apprehenfions  of  cenfure.  To 
different  tempers,  different  motives  muft  be 
applied:.  Some,  who  place  their  felicity  in 
being  accounted  wife,  are  in  very  little  care 
to  preferve  the  character  of  honefty;  others 
may  be  perfuaded  to  join  in  meafures  which 
they  eafily  difcover  to  be  weak  and  ill-con- 
certed, becaufe  they  are  convinced  that  the 
authors  of  them  are  not  corrupt,  but  mii- 
taken,  and  are  unwilling  tiaat  any  man 
ftiould  be  punifhed  for  natural  defers  or 
cafual  ignorance* 


I  cannot 
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*  I  cannot  fay  which  of  thefe  motives  in-  ^  ^j^  ^* 
'  fluence  the  advocates  for  the  bill  before  us; 

*  a  bill  in  which  fuch  cj^ueltiesarepropofed, 
^  as  are  yet  unknown  among  the  moft  favage 
^  nations;  fuch  as  flavery  has  not  yet  borne, 

*  or  tyranny  invented ;  fuch  as  cannot  be  heard 

*  without  refentment,  nor  thought  of  without 
'  horron 

*  It  is,  perhaps,  not  unfortunate  that  one 

*  more  expedient  has  been  added,  rather  ridi«- 
^  culous  than  (hocking,  and  that  thefe  tyrants 

*  of  adminiftration,   who  amufe  themfelves 

*  with  oppreffing  their  fellow-fubjeds,  who 

*  add,   without  reluftance,    one  hardfliip  to 

*  another,  invade  the  liberty  of  thofe  whom 

*  they  have  already  overborne  with  taxes, 

*  firft  plunder,  and  then  imprifon;  who  take 

*  all  opportunities  of  heightening  the  public 

*  diftreffes,  and  make  the  miferies  of  war  the 

*  inftruments  of  new  oppreilions ;  are  too  ig- 

*  norant  to  be  formidable,    and  owe  their 

*  power,  not  to  their  abilities,  but  to  cafual 

*  profperity,  or  to  the  influence  of  money. 

*  The  other  claufes  of  this  bill,  complicated 
^  at  once  with  cruelty  and  folly,  have  been 

p  4  ^  *  treated 
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*  treated  with  becoming  indignation;  but  this 
^  may  l>e  confidered  with  lefs  ardour  and  re- 
-'  fentment,  and  fewer  emotions  of  zeal ;  be^ 
^  caufe,  though  not  perhaps  equally  iniquitous', 
'^  it  will  do  no  harm;  for  a  law  that  can  never 
<  be  executed  can  never  be  felt, 

^  That  it  will  confume  the  nianufa£ture  of 

*  paper,  and  fwell  the  book  of  ftatutes,  is  all 

*  the  good  or  hurt  that  can  be  hoped  or 
^  feared  from  a  Jaw  like  this ;  a  law  which 
^  fixes  what  is  in  its  own  nature  mutable, 

*  which  prefcribes  rules  to  the  feafons  and  li- 
^  mits  to  the  wind. 

M  am  too  well  acquainted,  Sir,  with  the 

*  difpofition  of  its  two  chief  fupporters,  to 
^  mention  the  contempt  with  which  this  law 

*  will  be  treated  by  pofterity;  for  they  have 
^  already  fhewn  abundantly  their  difregard  of 

*  fucceeding  generations ;  but  I  will  remind 

*  them,  that  they  are  now  venturing  their 
f  whole  intereft  at  once,  and  hope  they  will 

*  recoiled,  before  it  is  too  late,  that  thofe 
^  who  believe  them  to  intend  the  happinefs  of 
^  their  countrv,  will  never  be  confirmed  in 
f  rheir  opinion  by  open  cruelty  and  notorious 

*  opprelFion; 
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*  oppreffion ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  only  ^  ^,^  ^* 
'  their  own  intereft  in  view,  will  be  afraid  ^"T^JJ^^ 
^  of  adhering  to  thofe  leaders,  however  old 

*  and  pradiifed  in  expedients,  however 
^  ftrengthened  by  comipdon,  or  elated  with 
^  power,  who  have  no  reafon  to  hope  for  fuc- 

*  cefs  from  either  their  virtue  or  abilities.' 

This  fpeech  produced  an  anfwer  from  Mr.  ^JvJ. 
Walpole^  who,  in  the  courfc  of  it,  faid,  *  For- 
^  midable  founds  and  furious  declamation^ . 
'  confident  aflertions,  and  lofty  periods,  may 
'  zSt€t  the  young  and  unexperienced ;  and 

*  perhaps  the  hon.  gentleman  may  have  con- 

*  trailed  his  habits  of  oratory  by  converfing 

*  more  with  thofe  of  his  own  age,  than 
'  with  fuch  as  have  had  more  opportunities  of 
^  acquiring  knowledge,  and  more  fuccefsful 
^  methods  of  communicatingtheir fentiments ;' 
and  made  ufe  of  fome  exprefTions,  fuch  as  ve- 
hemence of  gefture,  theatrical  emotios,  &c. 
applying  them  to  Mr.  P/V/'s  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Walpole  fat  down,  Mr. 
Pi//  got  up,  and  replied; 

*  The  atrocious  criirie  of  being  a  young  Reply  to 
f  man,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  with  p«u. 
.  '  ^fuch 
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^  fuch  fpiric  and  decency  charged  upon  mc^  I 
^  {hall  neither  attehipt  to  palliate  nor  deny, 
^  but  content  myfelf  with  wilhingthat  I  may 
^  be  one  of  thofe  whofe  follies  may  ceafe  with 

*  their  youth,  and  not  of  that  number  who 

*  are  ignorant  in  fpite  of  experience. 

•  Whether  youth  can  be  imputed  to  any  man 

*  as  a  reproach,  I  will  not  affume  the  province 
^  of  determining :  But  furely  age  may  be- 
c*  come  juftly  contemptibk,  if  the  opportuni- 
^  ties  which  it  brings  have  paft  away  without 

*  improvement,    and  vice  appears  to  prevail 

*  when  the  paffions  have  fubfided.      The 

*  wretch  that,  after  having  fcen  the  confe- 

*  quences  of  a  thoufand  errors,  continues  ft  ill 
^  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only  added 

*  obftinacy  to  ftupidity,  is  furely  the  objeft  of 

*  either  abhorrence  or  contempt,  and  deferves 

*  not  that  his  grey  head  fhould  fecure  him 
.*  from  infults. 

^  Much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as 

*  he  has  advanced  in  age,  has  receded  from 

*  virtue^  and  becomes  more  wicked  with  lefs 

*  temptation ;    who   proftitutes   himfelf    for 

*  money  which  he  cannot  enjoy,  and  fpend^ 

'  the 
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*  the  remains  of  his.  life  in  the  ruin  of  his  ^h  af. 

*  country.  . 

*  But  youth  is  not  my  only  crime;-*— I  havt 
^  been  accufed  of  ading  a  theatrical  part:  A 

*  theatrical  part  may  either  imply  fome  pecu- 
^  liarities  of  gefture,  or  a  dii&mulation  of  my 
^  real  fentiments^  and  an  adoption  of  the 
^  opioions  and  language  of  another  man. 


*  In  the  firft  fenfe,  the  charge  is  too  trifling 
^to  be  confuted,  and  deferves  only  to  be 
mentioned,  that  it  may  be  defpifed.  I  am 
at  liberty,  like  every  other  man,  to  ufe  my 
own  language ;  and  though  I  may,  perhaps, 
have  fome  ambition,  yet,  to  pleafe  this  gen- 
tleman, I  fhall  not  lay  myfelf  under  any  re- 
ftraint,  nor  very  folicitoufly  copy  his  didlion, 
or  his  mien,  however  matured  by  age,  or 
modelled  by  experience.  If  any  man  (hall, 
by  charging  me  with  theatrical  behaviour, 
imply  that  I  utter  any  fentiments  but  my 
own,  I  (hall  treat  him  as  a  calumniator  and 
a  villain  J  nor  fhall  any  protedtion  fiielter 
him  from  the  treatment  which  he  deferves. 
I  fhall,  oh  fuch  an  occafion,  without  fcruple 
trample  upon  all  thofe  forms  with  which 

*  wealth 
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*  wealth  and  dignity  entrench  thcmfelves,  nor 

*  fliall  any  thing  but  age  reftrain  my  refcnt- 

*  ment;  age,  which  always  brings  one  pri- 

*  vilege,  that  of  being  infolcnt  and  fupercili- 
^  ous  without  punifbment.  • 

*  But  with  regard  to  thofc  whom  I  have  of* 

^  fended,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  I  h^ld  a&ed 

^  a  borrowed  part,   I  fhouid  have  avoided 

*  their  cenfure ;  the  heat  that  ofiended  them 
^  is  the  ardour  of  convidion,  and  that  zeal 

*  for  the  fervice  of  my  country  which  neither 

*  hope  nor  fear  fhali  influence  me  to  fupprels* 

*  I  will  not  fit  unconcerned  while  my  liberty 
^  is  inVaded,  nor  look  in  filence  upon  public 

*  robbery.      I  will  exert  my  endeavours,  at 

*  whatever  hazard,  to  repel  the  aggreflfor,  and 

*  drag  the  thief  to  juftice,  whoever  may  pro- 

*  tea  them  in  their  villainy,    and  whoever 

*  may  partake  of  their  plunder.     And  if  the 

*  hoij.  gentleman        ■    ^ 

Mr.  Win,        jiere  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  ff^i/t-^ 

flington.  ^  ' 

ningtofty  who  reprehended  him  in  very  illi- 
beral terms,  and  was  proceeding  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  when  Mr.   P///,  in  turn,  called  Mr, 
'  Winnington  to  order,  and  faid, 

*'lf 
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*  If  this  be  to  prefcrve  order,  there  is  no  ^  ^  ^* 

*  danger  of  indecency  from  the  moft  licenti-  ^--v-^*' 

*  ous  tongue;  for  what  calumny  can  be  more  ^*/y® 

*  atrocious,  or  what  reproach  more  fevere,  '**''«'^ 

*  than  that  of  fpeaking  without  any  regard  to 

*  truth?    Order  may  fometimes  be  broken  by 

*  paffion  or  inadvertency,  but  will  hardly  be 
^  re-eftablifhed  by  a  monitor  like  this,  who 
^  cannot  govern  his  own  paflion  whilft  he  is 

*  reftraining  the  impetuofity  of  others. 

*  Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if  every 

*  one  knew  his  own  province;  we  fliould  not 
^  then  fee  the  fame  man  at  once  a  criminal  and 

*  a  judge;  nor  would  this  gentleman  aiTume 
^  the  right  of  di&ating  to  others  what  he  has 
'  not  learned  himfelf. 

*  That  I  may  return,  in  fome  degree,  the 

*  favour  which  he  intends  me,  I  will  advife 

*  him  never  hereafter  to  exert  himfelf  on  the 

*  fubjedk  of  order ;  but  whenever  he  finds 
^  himfelf  inclined  to  fpeak  on  fuch  occafions, 
^  to  remember  hQW  he  has  now  fucceeded, 
^  and  condemn  in  filence  what  his  cehfures 

*  will  never  perform*' 

Oa 
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CHAP.      On  the  13th  of  February  1 741,  Mr*  San^ 

\i--v^i^  ^s  (afterwards  Lord  Sandys)  moved  an  ad- 

drefs  to  the  King,  requcfting  his  Majefty  to 

remove  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  preienco 

and  councils  for  ever. 

Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  in  fupport  of  this  motion. 

On  the  mo.       *  As  it  has  bceii  obferved,  that  thofe  who 
move  Sit  R,  «  havc  formcrlv  approvcd  thfe  meafures  of  the 

*  gentleman  mto  whole  conduct  we  are  now 

*  inquiring,  cannot  be  expelled  ^to  difavow 
^  their  former  opinions,  unlefs  new  arguments 

*  are  produced  of  greater  force  than  thofe 
'  which  have  formerly  been  offered ;  fo  the 
'  fame  fteadinefs  muft  be  expefted  in  thofe 

*  who  have  oppofed  them,  unlefs  they  can 
^  now  hear  them  better  defended. 

^  It  is 'an  eftablifhed  maxim,  Sir,  that  as 

*  time  is  the  teft  of  opinions,  falfehood  grows 

*  every  day  weaker,  and  truth  gains  upon 

*  mankind.     This  is  moft  eminently  juft  in 

*  political  affertions,  which  often  refpeft  fu-» 

*  ture  evenfs,  and  the  remote  confequcnces  of 

*  tranfaSions;   and  therefore  never  fails   to 

*  be, 
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*  be,  by  time,  inconteftably*  vcrifiecl,  or  tin- 

*  deniably  combated.  On  many  occafions  it 
^  is  impoflible  to  determine  the  expediency  of 
'  meafujces  otherwife  than  by  conjedure;  be- 
^  caufe  almoft  every  ftep  that  can  he  taken, 

*  may  have  a  tendency  to  a  good,  as  well  as  to 
^  a  bad  end :  And  as  he  who  propofes,  and  he 

*  who  promotes,  may  conceal  their  intentions 

*  till  they  are  ripened  into  execution,  time 

*  only  can  difcover  the  motives  of  their  de- 
^  mands,  and  the  principles  of  their  conduct. 

*  For  this  reafon  it  may  eafily  be  expefted, 
^  that  bad  meafares  will  be  condemned  by  men 

*  of  integrity,  when  their  confequences  are 

*  fully  difcovered;  though,  when  they  were 

*  propofed,  they  might,  by  plaufible  declara- 
^  tions    and    fpecious    appearances,    obtain 

*  their  approbation  and   applaufe.      Thofe, 

*  whofe    purity  of  intention  and  fimplicity 

*  of  morals,  expofed  them  to  credulity  and 

*  implicit  confidence,  muft  refent  the  arts  by 

*  which  they  were  deluded  into  a  concurrence 

*  with  projeds  detrimental  to  their  country, 

*  but  of  which  the  confequences  were  artfully 

*  concealed  from  them,  or  the  real  intention 
'  fteadily  denied. 

*  With 
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•  With  regard  to  thofc  gentlemen,  whoftf 
negleA  of  political  fludies  has  not  quali* 
fied  them  to  judge  of  the  queflions  when 
they  were  iirft  debated;  and  who,  giving 
their  fufirages,  were  not  fo  much  dire&ed 
by  their  own  convidion,  aft  by  the  authG«> 
rity  of  men  whofe  experience  and.  know- 
ledge they  knew  to  be  great,  and  wh<5fe  in- 
tegrity they  had  hitherto  found  no  reafon 
to  diflxuft;  it  may  be  naturally  expeded, 
that  when  they  fee  thdfe  meafures  which 
were  recommended,  as  neceflary  to  peace 
and  happinefs,  produdive  only  of  confufton^ 
oppreffion,  and  diftrefs,  they  Ihould  ac- 
knowledge their  error,  and  forfake  their 
guides,  whom  they  muil  difcover  to  have 
been  either  ignorant  or  treacherous;  and  by 
an  open  recantation  of  their  former  deci- 
fions,  endeavour  to  repair  the  calamities 
which  they  have  contributed  to  bring  cm 
their  country. 


•  The  extent  and  complication  of  political 
queftions  is  fuch,  that  no  man  caii  jufUy  be 
afhamed  of  having  been  fometimes  miftaken 
in  his  determinations ;  and  the  propenfity 
of   the   human  mind    to  confidence  and 

*  friend- 
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*  firleadfliip  is  fo  great,  that  eveiy  man,  how*-  ^  ^^^  ^* 

*  ever  cautious,  however  fagacious,  or  however   v-^v'>«' 
^  expjerieuced,  is  expofed  fometimes  to  thear-* 

*  tific«5  of  intereft  and.  the  delufions  of  hy- 

*  pocrify ;  but  it  is  the  duty^  and  ought  to 

*  be  the  honour,  of  every  man  to  own  his  mif- 
take,  whenever  he  difcovers  it,  and  to  warn 

^  others  againft  thofe  frauds  which  have  been 

*  too  fuccefsfuUy  pra^fed  upon  himfelf. 


*  I  am,  therefore,   inclined  to  hope,  that 

*  every  man  will  not  be  equally  pre-deter- 
^  mined  in  the  prefent  debate,  and  that  as  I 

*  fliall  be  ready  to  declare  my  approbation  of 

*  mtegrity  and  wifdom,  though  they  Ihould 

*  be  found  where  I  have  long  fufpe&ed  igno- 
^  ranee  and  corruption;  as  others  will,  with 

*  equal  juftice,  cenfure  wickednefs  and  error, 

*  though  they  ihould  have  been  detedled  in 

*  that   perfon  whom  they   have  been  long 

*  taught  to  reverence  as  the  oracle  of  know- 
pledge  and  the  pattern  of  virtue. 

*  In  political  debates,  time  always  produced 

*  new   lights;    time  can,  in  thefe  inquiries^ 

*  never  be  neutral,  but  muft  always  acquit  or 

*  condemn.     Time,  indeed,  may  not  alwayai 

VOL.  I.  E         .  *  produce 
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^  produce  new  arguments  againft  baidxfondu^y 
^  becaufe  all  its  confequences  might  be)origin« 
^  ally  forefeen  and  expofed  ;  but  it  muft  al- 
^  ways  confirm  theid^  and  ripen  conjed^ores 

*  into  certainty.  Though  it  (hould,  there- 
^  fore^  be  truly  afierted^  that  nothing  is  urged 

*  in*  this  debate  which  was  not  before  men- 
^  tioned  and  rejeded^  it  will  not  prove  that 

*  becaufe  the  arguments  are  the  fame,  they 

*  ought  to  produce  the  fame  effeft;  becaufe 

*  what  was  then  only  foretold,  has  now  been 

*  feen  and  felt,  and  what  was  then  but  be*^ 

*  lievedis  now  known* 

*  But  if  time  has  produced  no  vindication 

*  of  thofe  meafures  which  were  fufpeded  of 

*  imprudence  or  of  treachery,  it  muft  be  at 
^  length  acknowledged  that  thofe  fufpiciond 

*  were  juft,  and  that  what  ought  then  to  have 

*  been  reje^ed,  ought  now  to  be  punifhed. 

•  This  is,  for  the  moft  part,  the  ftate  of  the 

*  queftion.  Thofe  meafures  which  were 
^  once  defended  by  fophiflical  reafoning,  or 
^  palliated  by  warm  declamations  of  fincerity 

*  and  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  public  happi* 

*  nefs,  are  found  to  be  fuch  as  they  were  re- 

I  *  prefented 
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^  prcfcnted  by  thofe  who  oppofed  them.      It 

*  is  now  (fifcovcred  that  the  treaty  of  Hanover 
'  was  calculated  only  for  the  advancement  of 
^  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon;  that  our  armies  are 

*  kept  up  only  to  multiply  dependence,  and 

*  to  awe  the  nation  from  the  exertion  of  its 

*  rights;  that  Spain  has  been  courted  only  to 

*  the  ruin  of  our  trade;  and  that  the  conven- 

*  tion  was  little  more  than  an  artifice  to  amuTe 

*  the  people  with  an  idle  appearance  of  a  re- 

*  conciliation,  which  our  enemies  never  in- 

*  tended. 

*  Of  the  flipulation  which  produced  the 

*  memorable  treaty  of  Hanover,  the  impro- 

*  bability  was  often  urged,  but  the  abfolute 

*  falfehood  could  be  proved  only  by  the  de- 

*  claration  of  one  of  the  parties.     This  decla- 

*  ratio^i  was  at  length   produced  by  time, 

*  which  was  never  favourable  to  the  meafures 

*  of  our  minifter.     For  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 

*  many  aflerted,  with  the  utmoft  folemnity, 

*  that  no  fuch  article  was  ever  propofed ;  and 
^  that  his  engagements  with  Spain  had  no 

*  tendency  to  produce  any  change  in  the  go- 
^  vemment  of  this  kingdom. 

£  a  *  Thus 
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*  Thus  it  is  evident,  Sir,  that  all  the  ter- 
'  rors  which  the  apprehenfion  of  this  alliance 

*  produced,   were  merely  the   operation    of 

*  fraud  upon  cowardice;  and  that  they  were 

*  only  raifed  by  the  artful  French,  to  difunite 
'  us  from  the  only  power  with  which  it  is  our 

*  intereft  to  cultivate  art  infeparable  friend- 
'  fhip.  This  difunion  may  therefore  be  juftly 

*  charged  upon  the  minifter,  who  has  weak- 
'  ened  the  intereft  of  this  country,  and  en- 
'  dangered  the  liberties  of  Europe. 

*  If  it  be  afked.  Sir,  how  he  could  have 
^  difcovered  the  falfehood  of  the  report,  before 
^  it  was  confuted  by  the  late  Emperor,  it  may 

*  eafily  be  anfwered,  that  he  might  have  diC- 

*  covered  it  by  the  fame  tokens  which  be- 

*  trayed  it  to  his  opponents,  the  impoffibility 
^  of  putting  it  into  execution.  For  it  muft 
'  be  confefled,  that  his  French  informers, 
^  well  acquainted  with  his  difpofition  to  panic 
^  fears,  had  ufed  no  caution  in  the  conftruc- 
^  tion  of  their  impofture,  nor  feem  to  have 
^  had  any  other  view,  than  to  add  one  error 
^  to  ahother,  to  fink  his  reafon  wit^h  alarms^ 
-  and  to  overbear  him  with  aftoniihment. 

*  When 
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*  When  they  found  he  began  to  be  difor^  ^'a^^* 
^  der^d  at  the  danger  of  our  trade  from  ene^ 

*  nxjies  without  naval  forces,  they  eafily  diC- 

*  ebvered  that,  to  make  him  the  flave  of 

*  France,  nothing  more  was  neceffary  than  to 
^  add,  that  thefe  bloody  confederates  had  pro- 
^  jeded  an  invafton;   that  they  intended  to 

*  add  flavery  to  poverty,  and  to  place  the 

*  Pretender  upon  the  throne. 

^  To  be  alarmed  into  vigilance  had  not 

*  been  unworthy  of  the  firmed  and  moft  fa- 
^  gacious  minifler}  but  to  be  frightened  by 

*  fuch  reports  into  meafures  which^  even  an 

*  invafion  could  fcarcely  have  juftified,  was, 

*  at  leaft,  a  proof  of  a  capacity  not  formed  by 
'  nature  for  the  adminiftration  of  govern- 

*  ment. 

*  If  it  be  required,  what  advantage  was 

*  granted  by  this  treaty  to  the  French,  and  to 

*  what  inconveniences  it  has  fubjefted  this 
^  nation,  an  anfwer  may  very  juftly  be  re- 

*  fufed,  till  the  minifler  or  his  apologifts  fhall 
^  explain  his  conduct  in  the  laft  war  with 

*  Spain;  and  inform  us  why  the  plate  fleet 

*  was  ipared,  our  fhips  facrificed  to  the  worms, 

E  3  *  and 
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^  and  our  admiral  and  his  failpni  poifoned  in 

*  an  unhealthy  climate?  Why  the  Spaniards, 
^  in  full  fecurity^  laughed  ^t  our  armaments; 
^  and  triumphed  in  our  calamities  ? 

*  The  lives  of  Hozier  and  his  forces  are 

*  n^w  juftly  to  be  demanded  from  this  man  ; 
^  he  is  tiow  to  be  charged  with  the  murder  of 
^  thofe  unhappy  men,  whom  hd  expofed  to 
^  mifery  and  contagion,    to  pacify,  on   one 

*  hand,  the  Britons,  who  called  out  for  j^ar, 

*  and  to  gratify,  on  thie  other,  the  French, 

*  who  infifled  that  the  Spaniih  treafurea 
^  fliould  not  be  feized, 

*  The  minifter  who  negledls  any  juft  op- 

*  portunity  of  promoting  the  power,  or  in- 

*  creafmg  the  wealth,  of  his  country,  is  to  be 

*  confidered  as  an  enemy  to  his  fellow-fub- 

*  jcds;  but  what  cenfure  is  to  be  paffed  upon 

*  him  who  betrays  that  army  to  a  defeat,  by 

*  which  victory  might  have  been  obtained ; 

*  impoverifhes  the  nation  whofe  affairs  he  is 

*  entrufted  to  tranfad,  by  thofe  expeditions 

*  which  might  enrich  it;  who  levies  armies 

*  only  to  be  expofed  to  peftilence,  and  com- 

*  pels  them  to  perifh  in  fight  of  their  epemies, 

*  without 
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^  without  molefling  them  r^  It  cannot,  furetyi 
^  be  denied,  that  fucfa  cDnda&  may  juftly 

*  produce  a  cenfure  more  feyere  than  that 

*  which  is  intended  by  this  motion ;  and  that 
^  he  who  has  doomed  thoufatids  to  the  grave; 
^  who  has  co-operated  with  foreign  powers 
^  againft  his  coimtry;  who  has  protected  its 
^  enemies,  and  difhonoured  its  arms ;  fhould 
^  be  deprived,  not  only  of  his  honours,  but 
^  his  life;  that  he  fhould  zt  leaft  be  ftripped 

*  of  thofe  riches  which  he  has  amafled  during 

*  a  long  feries  of  fuccefsful  wickednefs;  and 

*  not  barely  be  hindered  from  making  new 
^  acquifitions,  and  increafing  his  wealth  by 
^  multiplying  his  crimes. 

*  But  no'fuch  penalties.  Sir,  are  now  re- 

*  quired;  thofe  who  have  long  ftbod  up  in 

*  oppofition  to  him,  give  a  proof,  by  the  md- 

*  tion,  that  they  were  not  incited  by  perfonal 

*  malice  ;  fiQce  they  ai:e  not  provoked  to  pro- 

*  pofe  any  treafonable  cenfure,  nor  have  re- 

*  commended  what  might  be  authorifed  by  his 

*  own  pra<aice,  an  a£t  of  attainder,  or  a  bill  of 

*  pains  and  penalties.  They  defire  nothing  fur- 

*  thcr  than  that  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  may 

*  be  reftored,  and  the  difcontents  of  the  peo- 

E  4  *  pic 


1741. 


7^ 


i74». 


ANECDOTES  AND  SPEICHES  ^ 

pie  pacified,  by  his  removal  from  that  truft 
which  he  has  fo  long  abufed. 

*  The  difcontent  of  the  people  is,  ia  itfclf, 
a  reafon  for  agreeing  to  this  motion,  which 
no  rhetorical  vindicator  of  his  conduA  will  be 
able  to  counterbalance;  for  fmce  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  profpcrity  of  the  government, 
that  the  people  fhould  believe  their  interefl: 
favoured,  and  their  liberties  protected;  fince 
to  imagine  themfelves  negledied,  and  to  be 
negle&ed  in  reality,  mud  produce  in  them 
the  fame  fufpicions  and  the  fame  diftrufl, 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  faithful  fubjeft,  whom 
his  ftation  qualifies,  to  offer  advice  to  his 
Sovereign,  to  perfuade  him,  for  the  preferv- 
ation  of  his  own  honour,  and  the  a£fedion 
of  his  fubjefts,  to  rempve  from  his  councils 
that  man  whom  they  have  long  confidered 
as  the  author  of  pernicious  m^afiifes,  ^nd  a 
favourer  of  arbitrary  pow^r/ 


Upon  a  divifion,  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  29Q  againft  io6. 
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CHAP.     HI. 

A  KEW  PikltLIAMENT.— MR.  PITT  R£-EL£CTED.^TH£  MI* 
KISTER  LOSES  SEVERAL  QUESTIONS.— RESIGNS,  AND  IS 
CREATED  EARL  OF  ORFORD^PARLIAMENT  ADJOURNS. 
—SECRET  NEGOTIATION  WITH  MR.  PULT^NET^THAT 
AFFAIR  TRULY  STATED.^-J.ORD  COBHAM  AND  HIS 
FRIENDS  EXCLUDED.— THE  NEW  ARRANGEMENTS  SET- 
TLED BY  THE  EARL  OF  ORFORD^-^TANZAS  O^  SIR 
CHARLES  HANBURY  WILLIAMS  EXfIaINED;  AND  THE 
CONDITION  UPON  WHICH  SIR  ROBERT  WALPOLE  BE- 
CAMS  MINISTER.— DUKE  OF  ARGYLL'S  EXPRESSION  TO  . 
MR.  PULTENEY.— THE  NATION  DISSATISFIED. 

THE  minifter  having  become  exceedingly  chap. 
unpopular,  and  the  leaders  of  the  fev^   \^^^ 


ral  parties  having  for  fome  years  been  united 
againfl:  him,  he  had  neither  charader  nor  inte- 
reft  left  fufficient  to  fecure  a  majority  in  the 
new  Parliament,  eleded  inthefpringof  1741. 

In  this  Parliament,  which  met  on  the  4th 
of  December  1741,  Mr.  Pitt  was  re-eleded 
for  Old  Sarum.  The  firft  queftion  which  the 
minifter  loft  was  the  nomination  of  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elec- 
tions. Dr.  Lee  being  chofen  by  a  majority  of 
four,  againft  Mr.  Earle^  who  had  been  fup-  ' 
ported  by  himfelf.  After  lofing  fome  quef- 
tiops  upon  the  decifione  of  the  contefted  elec- 
tions. 


1741. 
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^  ^jj^  ^-  tions,  he  faw  there  was  a  confirmed  majority 
againfthim;  and  therefore,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary 1742,  Be  refigned  his  employments, 
and  was  created  Earl  of  Orford;  the  Parlia- 
ment being  at  the  fs.me  time  adjourned,  by  the 
King's  command,  to  the  iSth  of  the  fame 
month* 

His  friends,  notwithflanding  his  refigna* 
tion,  were  very  numerous.  His  perfonal  in- 
fluence, therefore,  added  to  great  experience 
and  addrefs,  made  him  ftiil  formidable  to  his 
opponents,  and  enabled  him  to  fecure  his  per- 
jbnsJ  fafety,  by  counteracting  their  further 
defigns  againft  him.  For  this  purpofe  he  fe- 
ledlefd  from  amongft  them  fuch  as  were  known 
to  he  the  moft  ambitious  of  power;  with 
the(e  an  immediate  negotiation  was  com- 
menced; in  the  refult  of  which,  his  utmoft 
wiflies  were  accomplifhed.  For  (the  oppoA- 
tion  being  compofcd  of  Various  and  heteroge- 
neous parties,  whofe  interefts  were  united  for 
tnWpurpofe  only  of  his  deftruSion),  the  firft 
niiAOur  of  a  partial  negotiation  gave  an  alarm 
to  their  leaders ;  and  exciting  fuch  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions  amongft  them,  as  ended  in  a 
general  difunion,  relieved  him  from  all  ap- 

prc-l 
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prehcnfions  of  danger  or  iaconvenience  from  ^  ^j^  ^* 
their  future  exertions. 
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The  negotiation  was  opened  by  a  meifage  fihi  prince 
from  the  Duke  oi  NtwcqftU^  requefting  to  fee  Mr.  puu 
Mr.  Pulteney  privately^  at  the  houie  of  Mr. 
&tone^  his  Grace's  fecretary.  Mr.  Ptdteney 
declined  this  invitation,  but  confented  to  rt^ 
cdve  the  Duke  at  his  own  houfe,  if  Lord 
Carteret  J  afterwards  Lord  Granville^  were  al-^ 
lowed  to  be  prefent  at  the  conference.  The 
condition  was  accepted,  and  the  interview,  in 
which  the  Duke  was  accompanied  by  Lord 
Hardwicke^  took  place  the  fame  evening.— 
His  Grace  began  with  informing  him,  that 
he  was  fent  by  the  King  with  an  offer  to  placo 
him  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury.  Mr.  Ptd^ 
ttney  refifted  the  temptation  for  himfelf ;  but 
equally,  or  perhaps  better,  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofe  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  by  propofmg  his 
friend  Lord  Carteret  for  the  office;  the  treaty 
being  thus  kept  open,  though  the  conference 
neceOarily  ended  without  any  pofitive  deter^^ 
mination.  Intelligence  of  their  meeting,  and 
a  thoufand  conjedtures  concerning  the  objedl 
of  it,  were  induftrioufly  circulated  through 
the  town,  and  produced  all  the  effects,  both 

on 


7^  ANCCDdTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^  ^m  ^'  ^^  public  opinion,  and  on  the  fpirits  of  op* 
pofition,  which  the  moft  fanguinc  friends  and 
partizans  of  Sir  Robert  WalpoU  could  have 
wifhed. 
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Second  pri.  A  fccond  meeting  of  the  fame  parties,  a 
p'lwi^''  few  days  afterwards,  at  the  fame  rendezvous, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  moft  incredulous 
among  the  members  of  the  oppofition,  and 
completed  the  diffolution  of  an  affociation  of 
interefts,  which  a  more  immaculate  minifter 
than  Sir  Robert  Walpole  might  have  dreaded. 

Rffcrcnec         A  coolncfs  having  long  fubfifted  between 
urdCiftc-  the  Lords  Carteret  and  Cobbam^  the  feleftion 

ret  and  Lord  g*  i*  r 

of  the  former  for  thofe  private  conferences 
(which  were  to  fix  the  boundaries,  and  lay 
the  foundations,  of  the  new  arrangements)! 
was  fuch  a  fort  of  marked  exclnfton  of  the 
latter,  as  could  not  but  give  offence  to  him, 
and  his  pariiamentary  friends;  amongft  whom 
were  Mr.  P///,  Mr.  Lyttelton^  the  four  Gren^ 
villes  (Richard^  George^  yames^  and  Thomas  J  ^ 
and  Mr.  Waller.  Lord  Cobham^  whofe  pri^ 
vate  character  was  high,  and  whofe  reputa- 
tion had  been  aflailed,  in  being  deprived  of 
his  poft  in  the  army,  was  qot  of  a  temper  to 

bear 
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bear  fuch  treatment  with  indifference.  His 
friends,  who  felt  a  large  (hare  of  the  con- 
tempt which  was  (hewn  towards  him,  gave 
him  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  attachment  and 
fupport ;  and  immediately  formed  a  feparate 
party.  In  a  fliort  time  they  were  joined  by 
the  Duke  of  Argyll^  who,  though  he  had 
taken  the  ordnance  in  the  firft  moments  of 
the  change,  quickly  relented,  and  returned  to 
his  old  friends,  who  in  a  few  weeks  were 
joined  likewife  by  many  high  and  refpedable 
charaders ;  who  perceived  that  the  nation,  as 
well  as  themfelves,  had  been  deceived  by  a 
partial,  imperfed,  and  confequently  an  in- 
adequate change  of  the  miniftry. 

Sir  Robert  Walpoh^  now  Earl  of  Orford^ 
not  approving  of  the  nomination  of  Lord 
Carteret  as  his  fucceffor  at  the  treafury,  pre- 
vailed on  the  King  (fince  Mr.  Pulteney  had  rc- 
fufed  it)  to  infift  upon  the  appointment  of 
Lord  Wilmington^  who  had  been  Sir  Robertas  Uti  wa. 
prelident  of  the  council  from  1732*.    It  was  ma  ««rft 

^    '  'r  Lord  of  the 

lOme    TrtifBr/. 

*  To  thU  appointment  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams  al- 
ludes, in  a  beautiful  ftanza^  Lord  Wilmington  had,  upon 
the  iuceffiom  of  George  the  Second,  been  offered  the  treafurv, 

if 


^  ANSCDOTES  AND  SP£ECHB 

^  «j^^'  ^^^^  triumph  to  thofe  \rhofe  purpofes  had 
^■^'-^  been  fruftrated,  through  the  defeSion  of  Mr# 
Pulteney^  to  fee  him  fo  foon  baffled  in  his  ar-j 
rangement*  The  Duke  di  Argyll  obferved  to 
him  on  the  occafion,  at  a  large  meeting  of 
their  friends,  at  the  Fountain  Tavern  in  the 
Strand*,  "  That  a  grain  of  honefty  wa$ 
vrorth  a  cart-load  of  gold/' 

The 
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If  he  would  undertake  to  imcreafe  the  civ3  lift  from  70O9OO0L 
to  8oo,oooL ;  but  being  timid,  he  declined  the  offer ;  upon 
which  it  was  next  made  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  accepted 
it;  asd  from  that  circumftance  alone  becune  minifter. 

Why  did  you  crofs  God's  good  intent  i 
He  made  you  for  a  Prefident : 

Back  to  that  ilation  go ; 
Nor  longer  aft  this  farce  of  pow*r. 
We  know  you  mifi^d  the  thing  beforey 

And  have  not  got  it  now*  . 

*  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  12th  of  February  1742.— 
Tliere  were  near  300  members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
prefcnt.  Amongft  them  were  the  following : — ^Dukes  of  Bed- 
ford and  ArgyU — ^Marquis  of  Caernarvon — Earls  of  Exeter, 
Berkihire,  Chefterfidd,  Caflifle,  Aylefbury,  Shan(bury,LitcK* 
^Id,  Oxford,  Rockingham,  Halifax^  Stanhope,  Macdeafield, 
Darnley,  Barrymore,  Granard — VifcountsCobham,  Falmouth, 
Limerick,  Gage,  Chetwynd — ^Lords  Ward,  Gower,  Bathurft, 
Talbot f>  Strange,  Andovcr,  Guernfey,  Quarendon,  Pcrcival 
<— Sir  Edward  Seymour,  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  Sir  Erafmus 
Philips,  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Sir  Edward  Dering,  Sir  Roger 
Burgoync,  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton,  Sir  Henry  Northcote,  Sir 

William 
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The  Earl  of  Ha^'tingfoft^  "Who  had  been  ^**„**^* 
Sir  Rohert*B  fccrctary  of  ftate,  was  made  pre*-   <--v--J 
fidcnt  of  the  council.  Lord  Carteret  accepted  ^^^ 
of  LcMrd  Harrington^  feals ;  and  Mr.-  Sandys 
was  made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  with 
I  new  board  of  treafurjr.      A  new  board  of 
admiralty,  with  the  Earl  of  Wtncheljea  at  the 
head,  were  all  the  alterations  of  any  con(<> 
quence  that  were  made. 

Wmiam  Carewy  Sir  Myks  Stapylton,  Sir  Hugh  Smitlifony 
Sir  WHluun  Monisy  Sir  John  Ruftioaty  Sir  Michael  Newton, 
Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Sir  Robert  Long,  Sir  Charles  Wynd- 
ham,  Sir  Jermyn  DarerSy  Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Sir  Watkya 
Williams  Wynne,  Sir  Cordd  Fircbracc,  Sir  Edward  Thomas^ 
Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  Sir  Jacob  Bouyeric,  Sir  John  Chap« 
man.  Sir  Abraham  Elton,  Sir  John  Peachey,  Sir  WiUiain 
Courtney,  Sir  James  Hamilton — ^Mr.  Pulteoey,  Mr.  Sandys, 
Mr.  Gybbon,  Mr.  Doddington,  MbWaHer,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr. 
FazakerleyyMr.MclliOiyMr.  Alderman  Heathcote,  Mr.  Bance, 
ice. 

The  purpofe  of  the  meeting  was,  to  confider  of  what  was 
apedient  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  critical  conjundure.  Bult 
it  ^at  too  laU;  tie  arrangemaUs  were  fettled  before  tietaeetinjt 
^at  caileiL 

It  is  to  tia  meeting  that  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams  al- 
ludes, in  one  of  his  odes  to  Mr.  Pultcney;  where,  invoking 
the  Mttfe  to  difplay  his  hero's  merit,  he  fays. 

Then  enlarge  on  his  cunning  and  wit; 

Say,  how  he  harangued  at  the  Fountain ; 
Say,  how  the  old  patriots  were  bit. 

And  a  moufe  was  produc'd  by  a  mountain. 

The 
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-^H  A.P,  "tij^  difappointment  of  the  nation,  at  this 
tiifling  change  of  a  few  men,  was  greater  than 
can  be  defcribed.  Many  of  the  moft  refpe£t- 
able  parts  of  the  communky  were  provoked 
and  exafperated  to  the  ufe  of  the  bittereft  lan« 
guage,  which  could  exprefs  their  execration 
and  abhorrence  of  the  jnndion  that  was  thus 
formed  between  Mr.  Pultcney  and  the  friends 
of  the  late  minifter. 


IV. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

THE  NEW  MINISTRY  CHARGED  WITH  HAVING  BARGAINED 
FOR  THE  SAFETY  OF  THE  EARL.  OP  ORFORD— MOTION 
FOR  AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  EARL  OF  ORFORD'S  CON* 
DUCT.— MR.  PITT'S  SPEECH  IN  SOPPORT  OF  THAT  MO- 
TION.—MOTION  LOST,— SECOND  MOTION,  LIMITINO 
THE  INQpiRY  TO  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS—- MR.  PITT'S 
SPEECH  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THIS  MOTION.— THE  INQIHRY 
DEFEATED  BY  A  PARLIAMENTARY  MANCEVVRE. 

\  N  important  charge  was  brought  againft  chap. 
■^^  the  new  miniftry  by  their  opponents, 
who  affirmed,  in  the  mod  diredl  And  pofitive 
terms,  that  Mr.  Pulteney  had  firft,  and  that 
hrs  friends  had  afterwards,  bargained  with  the 
court  for  the  fafety  of  the  Earl  of  Orford; 
that  it  was  exprefsly  on  that  condition  they 
were  admitted  into   office  j    and   upon  that 
tenure  only^  that  they  held  their  employments; 
that  fuch  bargain  was  a  fale  of  the  public  con- 
fidence,  and  a  total  derelidion  of  principle; 
that  there  was  a  treafon  againft  the  people  as 
well  as  againft  the  crown,  and  that  this  wa$ 
the  fuperlative  degree  of  that  treafon.     And 
in  order  to  put  thefe  aflertions  to  the  teft,  a  Motion,  for 
motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fnto'sir  rI 
on  the  9th  of  March  1 742,  by  Lord  Umerick  wnduft. 
VOL.  I.  F  ^        (whofe 
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(whofe  foil  was  created  Earl  of  Clanbrajfil)^ 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the  late  ad- 
miniftration,  during  the  laft  twenty  years.   Irw- 
fupport  of  this  motion  Mr*  P///fpoke  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Pelbaniy  who  had  oppofed  it^  and  faid^ 
That  it  would  confiderably  ihorten  the  de- 
bate if  gentlemen  would  keep  clofe  to  the 
argument,  and  net  run  out  into  long  ha- 
rangues and  flowers  of  rhetoric,  Which  might 
be  introduced  upon  any  other  fubjedi  as  well 
as  the  prefent ;'  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  replied  v 

Mr.Piti'j  *  What  the  gentlemen  ojf  the  other  fide 
/volrouhe  *  mcau  by  long  harangues  or  flowers  of  rjie- 
toric,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  guefs;  but  if 
they  make  ufe  of  nothing  of  that  kind,  it  is 
no  very  good  argument  of  their  fincerity  j 
for  a  man  who  fpeaks  from  his  heart,  and  is 
fmcerely  affeified  with,  the  fubjedt  he  fpeaks, 
on,  as  every  honeft  man  muft  be  when  he 
fpeaks  in  the  caufe  of  his  country ;  fuch  a 
man,  I  fay,  falls  naturally  into  exprelfions 
which  may  b^  called  flowers  of  rhetoric,, 
and  therefore  deferves  as  little  to  be  charged 
with  affcftation  as  the  moft  ftupid  ferjcant 
at  law  that  ever  fpoke  for  half  a  guinea  a  fee 
For  my  part,  I  have  heaifd  nothing  in  fa- 
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*  voiir  of  the  qucftion  but  what  I  thought 
very  proper,  and  very  riiuch  to  the  purpofe. 
What  has  beeii  faid^  indeed^  on  thfe  other 
fide  of  the  queftion^  efpecially  the  long 
juftification  that  has  been  made  of  out  lattf 
meafureSy  I  cannot  think  fo  proper  upon  this 
occafion,  becaufe  this  motion  is  founded 
upon  the  prefent  melancholy  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, and  upon  the  general  clamour  with- 
out doors^  againfl:  the  late  condudl  of  our 
public  fervants ;  and  either  of  thcfe,  with 
me,  ihall  always  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
agredng  to  a  parliamentary  inquiry;  for^ 
without  fiich  an  inquiry,  I  cannot,  even  in 
my  own  mind,  enter  into  the  difquiiition, 
whether  our  public  meafitres  have  been 
right  oi"  not;  becaufe  I  cannot  otherwife  be 
fumiftied  with  the  neceflary  lights  for  that 
purpofe* 

*  But  the  hon*  gentlemen  who  opppfe  this 
motion  feem  to  miftake,  I  fhall  not  fay  wil- 
fully, the  difference  betweea  a  motion  for 
an  impeachment,  and  a  motion  for  an  in- 
quiry. If  any  member  of  this  Houfe  were 
to  ftand  up  in  his  place,  and  move  for  im- 
peaching a  miilifler,  he  would  be  obliged 
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to  charge  hiiri  with  fome  particular  critne^ 
or  mifdemeanors,  and  produce  fome  proof, 
or  to  declare  that  he  was  ready  to  prove 
the  fadts;  but  any  gentleman  may  move  for 
an  inquiry  without  any  particular  allega- 
tion, and  without  offering  any  proof,  or 
declaring  that  he  is  ready  to  prove,  becaufe 
the  Y^ry  defign  of  an  inquiry  is  to  find  out 
pai^icular  fafts  and  particular  proofs.  The 
general  circumftances  of  things,  or  general 
rumours  without  doors,  are  a  fufiicient 
foundation  for  fuch  a  motion,  and  for  the 
Houfe  agreeing  to  it  when  it  is  made.  This, 
Sir,  h^s  always  been  the  practice,  and  has 
been  the  foundation  of  almerift  all  the  in- 
quiries that  i^ere  ever  fet  on  foot  in  this 
Houfe,  efpecially  thofe  that  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  fecret  and  fele<3:  committees. — 
What  other  foundation  was  there  for  the 
fecret  committee  appointed  in  the  year 
1694  (to  go  no  further  back),  to  inquire 
into,  and  infped  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company  and  Chamber  of 
London? — Nothing  but  a  general  rumour 
that  fome  corrupt  practice  had  been  made 
ufe  of  What  was  the  foundation  of  the 
inquiry,  in    the    year     17 14?     Did    the 

*  hon* 
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hon,  gentleman  who  moved  for  appointing 
that  fecret  committee  charge  the  former  ad- 
miniftration  with  any  particular  crimes  ? — 
Did  he  ofFer  any  proofs,  or  declare  that  he 
was  ready  to  prove  any  thing?  It  is  faid,  the 
meafures  purfued  by  that  aclminiftration 
were  condemned  by  a  great  majority  of  that 
Houfe  of  Commons.  What,  Sir!  were 
thofe  minifters  condemned  before  they 
were  heard?  Could  any  gentleman  be  fo 
unjuft  as  to  pafs  fentence,  even  in  his  own 
mind,  upon  a  meafurc  before  he  had  in- 
quired into  it?  He  might  perhaps  diflike 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  but  upon  inquiry  it 
might  appear  to  be  the  beft  that  could  be 
obtained  ;  and  it  has  fmce  been  fo  far  jufti- 
fied,  that  it  is  at  leaft  as  good,  if  not  better, 
than  any  treaty  we  -have  made  fmce  that 
time, 

*  Sir,  it  was  not  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor 
any  mcafure  that  adminiftration  openly  pur- 
fued, that  was  the  foundation,  or  the  caufe, 
of  an  inquiry  into  their  condudl.  It  was 
the  loud  complaints  of  a  great  party  againft 
them,  and  the  general  fufpicion  of  their 
having  carried  on  treafonable  negotiations 
F3  ^in 
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in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and  for  defeating 
the  Proteftant  fucceflionj  and  the  inquiry 
was  fet  on  foot  in  order  to  detedt  thofe 
pradices,  if  there  were  any  fixch,  and  to 
find  proper  evidehce  for  convidting  the  of- 
fenders. The  fame  argument  holds  with 
regard  to  the  inquiry  into  the  management 
of  the  South  Sea  Company  in  the  year  1 72 1» 
When  that  aflfair  was  firft  nipved  in  thQ 
Houfe,  by  Mr.  Neville^  he  did  not,  he  could 
aot,  charge  thofe  diredlors,  or  any  of  themj^ 
with  any  particular  proofb.  His  motion^ 
which  was.  That  the  diredors  of  the  South 
Sea  Comjpany  fhould  forthwith  lay  before 
the  Houfe  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
was  founded  upon  the  geheral  circumftances 
of  thipgs,  the  diftrefs  brought  upon  the 
public  credit  of  the  nation,  and  the  general 
and  loud  complaints  without  doors.  This 
motion  indeed,  reafonable  as  it  was,  we 
know  was  oppofed  by  our  courtiers  at  that 
time,  and  in  particular  by  two  doughty 
brothers,  who  have  been  courtiers  ever 
fmce;  but  their  oppofition  raifed  fuch  a 
warmth  in  the  Houfe,  that  they  were  glad 
to  give  it  up,  and  never  afterwards  durft  di- 
retUy  oppofe  that  inquiry.     I  wifli  I  could 

*  now 
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now  fee  the  fame  zeal  for  public  juftice.  1 
am  fure  the  circumftances  of  affairs  deferve 
it.  Our  public  credit  was  then,  indeecl, 
brought  into  diftrefs ;  but  now  the  nation 
itfelf,  nay*-  not  only  this  nation,  but  all  our 
friends  upon  the  continent,  are  brought  into 
the  moft  imminent  dangen 

*  This,  Sir,  is  admitted,  even  by  thofe 
who  oppofe  this  motion;  and  if  they  haye 
ever  lately  converfed  with  thofe  that  dare 
fpeak  th^ir  minds,  they  muft  adriiit,  that 
the  murmurs  of  the  people  againft  the  con- 
duct of  the  adminiftration,  are  now  as  ge- 
neral and  as  loud  as  ever  they  were  upon 
any  occafion ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that 
gentlemen  who  are  in  office  feldoni  con- 
verfe  with  any  but  fuch  as  are  in  office,  or 
want  to  be  in  office;  and  fuch  men,  let 
them  think  wh^t  they  will,  will  always  ap- 
plaud their  fuperiors ;  confequently,  gentle- 
men who  are  in  adminiftration,  or  in  any 
office  under  it,  can  rarely  know  the  voice 
of  the  people.  The  voice  of  this  Houfe 
was  formerly,  I  fhall  grant,  and  always 
ought  to  be,  the  voice  of  the  people.  If 
new  Parliaments  ,were  more  frequent,  and 
F  4  *  few 
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^  few  placemen,  and  no  penfioncrs  admitted, 

*  it  would  be  fo  ftill ;  but  if  long  Parliaments 

*  be    continued^    and    a    corrupt   influence 

*  Ihould  prevail,  not  only  at  eledtions,  but  in 

*  this  Houfe,  the  voice  of  this  Houfe  will 

*  generally    be    very   different    from,    nay 

*  often  diredly  contrary  to,  the  voice  of  the 

*  people.    However,  as  this  is  not,  I  believe, 

*  the  cafe  at  prefent,  I  hope  that  there  is  a  ma- 

*  jority  of  us  who  know  what  is  the  voice  of 

*  the  people;  and  if  it  be  admitted  by  all,  that 

*  the  nation  is  at  prefent  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs 

*  and  danger,  and  admitted  by  a  majority, 

*  that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  loud  againft 

*  the  late  condudt  of  our  adminiftration,  this 

*  motion  muft  be  agreed  to,  becaufe  I  have 

*  fhewn  that  thefe  two  circumftances,  with- 

*  out  any  particular  charge,  have  been  the 

*  foundation  of  almoft  all  parliamentary  in- 

*  quiries. 

*  I  fhall  readily  admit.  Sir,  that  we  Qiould 

*  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  charadlcr  or 

*  reputation    of    a   minifter,  but    as   it    al- 

*  ways    does,     and    muft,   affedt    our    So- 

*  vereign;    as   the  people  may  become  dif- 

*  affedcd    as   well   as    difcontented,    when 

•  they 
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they  find  the  King  continues  obftmately  to 
employ  a  minifter  who  they  think  opprcfles 
them  at  home,  and  betrays  them  abroad.-— 
We  are,  therefore,  in  duty  to  our  Sovereign, 
obliged  to  inquire  into  the  condudt  of  a  mi- 
nifter, when  it  becomes  generally  fufpedled 
by  the  people,  in  order  that  we  may  vindi- 
cate his  character,  if  he  appears  innocent  as 
to  every  thing  laid  to  his  charge,  or  that 
we  may  get  him  removed  from  the  councils 
of  our  Sovereign,  and  condignly  puniflied, 
if  he  appears  guilty>, 

*  After  having  faid  thus  much.  Sir,  I  have 
no  great  occafion  to  anfwer  what  has  been 
faid,  that  no  parliamentary  inquiry  ought 
ever  to  be  fet  up,  unlefs  we  are  convinced 
that  fomething  has  been  done  amifs.  Sir, 
'  the  very  name  given  to  this  Houfe  of  Par- 

*  liament  Ihews  the  contrary.  We  are  called 
^  Tlie  Grand  Inqueft  of  the  Nation ;  and  as 
'  fuch,  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  into  every 

ftep  of  pubjic  management,  either  abroad  or 
^  at  home,  in  order  to  fee  that  nothing  has 
'  been  done  amifs.     It  is  hot  neccflary,  upon 

*  every  occafion,  to  eftablifli  a  fecret  com- 

*  mittee.     This  is  never  neceflary  but  when 

*  the 
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the  affairs  to  be  brought  beforcthem,  or  feme 
of  thofe  affairs,  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  ought  to  be  kept  afecret;  but  as  ex<* 
perience  has  fhewn,  that  nothing  but  a  fpe- 
cial  inquiry  is  ever  made  by  a  general  coin«- 
mittee,  or  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
I  wiffi  that  all  estimates  and  accompts, 
and  many  other  affairs,  were  refpeftively 
referred  to  feleft  committees.  Their  in- 
quiries  would  be  more  exa£t,  and  the  re- 
ceiving of  their  reports  would  not  up  take  fo 
much  of  our  time  as  is  reprefented;  but  if 
it  did,  as  it  is  our  duty  to  make  ftridl  in- 
quiries into  every  thing  relating  to  the 
public ;  as  we  aflemble  here  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  we  ought  to  do  our  duty  before  we 
break  up;  and  I  am  fure  his  prefent  Majefty 
would  never  put  an  end  to  any  feffion  till 
both  Houfes  had  fully  performed  their  duty 
to  their  country. 


*  It  is  faid  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  by 
this  inquiry  we  fhall  be  in  danger  of  difco- 
vering  the  fecrets  of  our  government  to  our 
enemies.  This  argument.  Sir,  by  proving 
too  much,  proves  nothing  at  all.  If  it 
were  admitted,  it  would  always  have  been, 

f  and 
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and  for  ever  will  be,  an  argument  againft  ^  *^|^  ^  • 

our  inquiring  into  any  affiiir  in  which  our   ^■-""^''^ 

government  can  be  fuppofcd  to  havea  con-p 

cem.    Our  inquiries  would  then  be  confined 

to  the  conduft  of  our  little  companies,  or 

of  inferior  cuftom-houfe  officers  or  excife^ 

men ;  for  if  we  fhould  be  fo  bold  as  to  offer 

to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  commiffionera 

of  great   companies,  it  would  be  faid  the 

government  had  a  concern  in  their  cdndu6t^ 

and  the  fecrets  of  government  muft  not  be 

divulged.     Every  gentleman  muft  fee  that 

this  would  be  the  confequence  of  admitting 

fuch  an  argument ;  but  befides,  it  is  falfe  in 

fad:,  and  contrary  to  experience.     We  have 

had  many  parliamentary  inquiries  int<vthe 

conduct  of  miniftcrs  of  ftate,  and  yet  I  defy 

any  one  to  fhew  that  any  ftate  affair  was 

thereby  difcovered,   which  ougTit  to   have 

been  -  concealed,  or  that  our  affairs,  .eithtr 

abroad  or  at  home,  ever  fufFered  by  fuch  a 

difcovery.     If  his  Majefty  fhoukl,  by  mef- 

fage,  acquaint  us,  that  fome  of  the  papers 

fealedup,  and  laid  before  us,  required  theut- 

moftfecrefy,we  might  refer  them  to  ourcom- 

mittee,  with  an  inftrudlion  for  them  to  order 

oftly  two  Of  thT€e  qf  the  nur^ber  to  iafpeft 

*  fuch 
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C"  A.P.   c  jP^^Ij  papers,  and  to  report  from  them  no- 
thing but  what  they  thought  might  be  fafely 
communicated  to  their  whole  number.      By 
this  method  I  hope  the  danger  of  a  difcover)*^ 
'  would  be  efFedlually  removed ;  therefore  this 
'  danger  cannot  be  a  good  argument  again  ft 
^  a  parliamentary  inquiry, 

•  The  other  objedion,  Sir,  is  really  fur- 
^  prifing,  becaufe  it  is  founded  upon  a  circum- 
^  ftancc  which,  in  all  former  times,  has  been 
^  admitted  as  a  ftrong  argument  for  an  imme- 
^  diate  inquiry.  The  hon.  gentlemen  are  fo 
'  ingenuous  astotionfefs  that  our  affairs,  both 

*  abroad  and  at  home,  are  at  prefent  in  thej 

*  utmoft  diftrefs;  but,  fay  they,  you  ought  to 
'  free  yourfelves  from  this  diftrefs,  before  you 

*  inquire  how,  or  by  what  means,  you  ^^ere 
'  brought  into  it.  Sir,  according  to  this  way 
'  of  arguing,  a  minifter  that  has  plundered 

*  and  betrayed  his  country,  and  fears  being 
'  called  to  an  account  in  Parliament,  has  no- 

*  thing  to  do  but  to  involve  his  country  in  a 

*  dangerous  war,  or  fome  other  great  diftrefs, 
'  in  order  to  prevent  an  inquiry  into  his  con- 

*  dud;  becaufe  he  may  be  dead  before  that 

*  war  is  at  an  end,  or  that  diftrefs  got  over. — 

'  Thus, 
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Thus,  like  the  moft  vilknous  of  all  thleveS)  ^  ^^  ^* 
after  he  had  plundered  the  houfe,  he  had  ^— ^^^^ 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fet  it  in  a  flame,  that 
he  may  efcape  in  the  confufion.  It  is  really 
aftonilhing  to  hear  foch  an  argument  feri- 
oufly  urged  in  this  Houfe ;  but,  fay  thefe 
gentlemen,  if  you  found  youpfelf  upqna  pre- 
cipice, would  you  Hand  to  inquire  how  yqu 
was  led  there,  before  you  conlidered  how  to 
get  off?  No,  Sir;  but  if  a  guide  had  led  me 
there,  I  Ihould  very  probably  be  provoked 
to  throw  him  over,  before  I  thought  of  any 
thing  elfe;  at  leaft  I  am  fure,  I  Ihould  nol 
truft  to  the  fame  guide  for  bringing  me  ofF| 
and  this,  Sir,  is  the  ftrongeil  argument 
that  can  be  ufed  for  an  inquiry. 

*  We  have  been,  for  thefe  twentyyears, under 
the  guidance,  I  may  truly  fay,  of  one  man^ 
of  one  fmgle  minifter.  We  now  at  laft  find 
ourfelves  upon  a  dangerous  precipice.*— 
Ought  not  we  then  immediately  to  inquire 
whether  .we  have  been  led  upon  this  preci- 
pice by  his  ignorance  or  wickednefsj  and  if 
by  either,  to  take  care  not  to  truft  to  his 
guidance  for  bringing  us  oflf  ?  .  This  is  an 
additional  and.  a  ftronger  argument  for  this 

*  inquiry 
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inquiry  th^  ever  Was  urged  for  anjr  for- 
mer; for  if  we  do  not  inquire,  we  fhall 
probably  remain  uhd6r  his  giiidance;  be- 
caufe,  though  he  be  removed  from  the 
treafury  boards  he  is  not  from  the  King's 
court,  nor  probably  will,  unlefs  it  be  by  our 
advice,  or  by  fending  him  to  a  lodging  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town,  where  he  cannot 
do  fo  muth  harm  to  hk  country.  Sir,  the 
diftrefe  we  are  in  at  home  is  evidently  owing 
to  bad  cccpnomy,  and  to  our  having  been 
led  into  many  unneceffary  expcnces*  The 
diftrefs  and  danger  we  are  in  abroad,  are 
evidently  owing  to  the  mifcondufk  of  our 
war  with  Spain,  and  to  the  little  confidence 
put  in  our  councils  by  our  natural  and 
ancient  allies.  This  isfo  evident,  that  I  fhould 
not  have  thought  it  neceflkry  to  have  entered 
into  any  particular  explanation,  if  an  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide  had  not  entered 
into  a  particular  juftification  of  moft  of  our 
late  meafures,  both  abroad  and  at  home: 
But  as  he  has  done  fo,  though  not,  in  my 
opinion,  quite  to  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent 
debate,  yet  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  making 
fome  remarks  upon  what  he  has  faid  on  that 
fubjecl;    beginning,    as  he  did,   with  the 

*  meafures 
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*  meafures  taken  for  punifhing  the  South  Sea  ^^^  ^* 
^  diredlors,  and  reftoring  public  credit,  after 

*  the  terrible  fhock  it  met  with  in  the  year 

*  1720* 


*  As  thofe  meafures,  Sir,  were  among  th6 
firft  exploits  of  our  late,  and  Ifearftill,  our 
prefent  prime  mihifter;  and  as  the  commit- 
tee propofed,  if  agreed  to,  will  probably 
confift  of  one-and-twenty,  I  wifh  the  motion 
had  been  for  one  year  further  back,  that  the 
number  of  years  might  have  been  equal  to 
the  number  of  inquirers,  and  that  it  might 
have  comprehended  the  firft  of  thofe  mea* 
fures  J  for  as  it  ftands,  it  will  not  compre-^ 
hand  the  methods  taken  for  punifhing  the 
diredlors,  nor  the  firft  regulation  made  for 
reftoring  public  credit;  and  with  regard  to 
both,  fome  practices  might  be  difcovered 
that  would  defcrve  a  much  feverer  punifli- 
ment  than  any  of  thofe  diredors  met  with- 
Confidering  the  many  tricks  and  frauds 
made  ufe  of  by  the  direftors  and  their 
Agents,  for  drawing  people  into  their  ruin, 
I  am  not  a  little  furprifed  to  hear  it  now 
faid,  that  their  punifhment  was  ever  thought 
tpo  fevere.     Jufticc  by  the  lump  was  an  epi- 

•  thet 
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*  thet  given  it,  not  becaufe  it  was  thought 

*  ^oo  fevere,  but  becaufe  it  was  a  piece  of 

*  cunning  made  ufe   of  to  fcreen  the   moft 

*  heinous  oflFenders,  who,  if  they  did  not  de- 

*  ferve  to  be  hanged,  deferved  at  leaft  to  have 

*  that  total  ruin  brought  upon  them,  which 
^  they  had  brought  upon  many  unthinking 

*  men;  and  therefore  they  very  ill  deferved 
^  thofe  allowances  which  were  made  them  by 

*  Parliament. 

*  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  reftorirtg  of  public 

*  credit,  its  fpeedy  reftoration  was  founded 

*  upon  the  condu£fc  of  the  nation,  and  not 

*  upon  the  wifdom  or  jufticc  of  the  meafures 

*  taken  to  reftore  it.      Was  it  a  wifd  method 

*  to   remit  to  the  South  Sea  Company  the 

*  whole  feven  millions,  or  thereabouts,  which 

*  they  had  folemnly  engaged  to  pay  to  the 
^  public?     It  might  as  well  be  faid,  that  a 

*  private  man's  giving  away  a  great  part  of 

*  his  eftate  to  thofe  who  no-way  deferved  it, 

*  would  be  a  wife  method  of  reviving  or  efta- 

*  blifhing  his  credit:  If  thefe  feven  millions 

*  had  been  diftributed  amopg  the  poorer  fort 

*  of  annuitants,  it  would  have  been  both  ge- 

*  nerous  and  charitable  j  but  to  give  it  amon^ 

'  the 


Ct  TM  EAltt  OF  CHATHAM.  97 

the  proprietors  in  general,  was  neither  ge-  ^^^^' 
nerous  nor  juft,  becaufe  moft  of  them  de-  w-vo 
ferved  no  favour  from  the  public ;  for  as  the 
proceedings  of  the  direftors  were  authorifed 
by  general  courts,  thofe  who  were  then  the 
proprietors  were  in  fome  meafure  acceflarjr 
to  the  frauds  of  the  diredtors,  and  therefore 
deferved  to  have  been  punifhed,  rather  than 
rewarded,  as  they  really  were,  becaufe 
every  one  of  them  who  continued  to  hold 
ftock  in  that  company  got  near  50  per  cenL 
added  to  his'capital,  moft  part  of  which  arofe 
from  the  high  price  annuitants  were  by  a& 
of  parliament  obliged  to  take  ftock  at,  and 
was  therefore  a  moft  flagrant  piece  of  in- 
juftice  done  to  the  annuitants.  But  we 
need  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  the  true  caufe  of 
this  aG  of  injuftice,  when  we  confider  that 
a  certain  gentleman  had  a  great  many 
friends  among  the  old  ftockholders,  and  few 
or  aone  among  the  annuitants. 


•  Another  ad  of  injuftice,  which  I  believa 

*  we  may  afcribe  to  the  fame  caufe,  relates  to 

*  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  heavy  contradls 

*  for  ftock  or  fubfcriptions,  many  of  whom 

*  groan  under  the  load  to  this  very  day;  for 

VOL,  !•  o  •  after 
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after  we  had,  by  ad  of  parliament,  quite 
altered  the  nature,  thpugh  not  the  name,  of 
the  ftock  they  had  bought,  and  made  it 
much  lefs  valuable  than  h  was  when  they 
engaged  to  pay  a  high  price  for  it,  I  muft 
think  it  an  aA  of  public  injuftice  to  leave 
them  liable  to  be  profecuted  at  law  for  the 
whole  money  they  had  engaged  to  pay ;  and 
I  am  fure  it  was  not  a  method  of  reftoring 
private  credit,  upon  which  our  trade  and 
navigation  v(jry  much  depend.  If  the  fame 
regulation  had  been  made  with  regard  ta 
them  as  had  been  made  with  regard  to  thofe 
who  had  borrowed  money  of  the  company, 
or  a  fort  of  uti  pojjideth  enafted,  by  declar- 
ing all  fuch  contrads  void,  fo  far  as  related 
to  any  future  payments,  it  would  not  have 
been  unjuft,  and  was  extremely  neceilary 
for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people,  for 
preventing  their  ruining  one  another  at  law^ 
and  for  reftoring  credit  between  man  and 
man,  which  is  fo  neceflary  in  a  trading 
country;  but  there  is  reafon  to  fuppoie 
that  71  certain  gentleman  had  many  friends 
among  the  fellers  in  thofe  contrafts,  and 
very  few  among  the  buyers,  which  was  the 
reafon  why  the  latter  could  obtain  little  or 

*  no 
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•  no  relief  or  mercy,  by  any  public  iawx)t*  ^^^^* 

*  regulation. 


*  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  extraordi- 
nary grants  made  to  the  civil  lift,  the  very 
reifon  given  by  the  hon,    gentleman  for 
juftifying  thole  grants,  is  a  ftrong  reafon 
for  an  immediate  inquiry.     If  there  havfe 
arifen  any  confiderable  charges  upon  that 
revenue,  let  us  fee  what  thofe  charges  arej 
let  us  examine  whether,  or  no  they  were 
neceffary.     We  have  the  more  reafon  to  do  ' 
this,  becaufe  the  revenue  fettled  upon  his 
late  Majefty*s  civil  lift,  was  at  leaft  as  great 
as  was  fettled  either  upon  King  William  ot 
Queen  Anne.     Befides^  there  is  a  general 
rumoiou:  without  doors,  that  the  civil  liftls 
now  greatly  in  arrear,  which^  if  true,  ren- 
ders an  inquiry  abfblutely  neceflary;  for  it 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  be  ill 
arrear  to  its  tradefmen  and  fervants;  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  take  care  that 
the  revenue  which  we  have  fettled  §ot  fup^ 
portingthe  honour  and  dignity  of  our  crQwn, 
fiiall  not  be  fquandered  or  mifapplled.     If 
former  Parliaments  have  failed  In  this  refped, 
Q  a  •  ttey 
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*  they  muft  be  blamed,  though  they  cannot 

*  be  punifhed;  but  we  ought  now  to  atone 

*  for  their  negled,  and  we  may  punifh  thofe, 

*  if  they  can  b?  difcovcred,  who  were  the 

*  caufe  of  it. 

*  I  come  now,   in  courfc,  to  the  excife 

*  fcheme,   which  the  hon,  gentleman   fays 

*  otigfat  to  be  fbi^iven,  becaufe  it  was  eafily 

*  given  up.    Sir,  it  wag  not  eafUy  given  up. 

*  The  promoter  of  that  fcheme  did  not  cafily 

*  give  it  up;  he  gave  it  op  with  forrow,  with 

*  tears  in  his  eyes,  when  he  faw,  and  not 

*  till    he    iaw    it    impoffible    to    carry    it 

*  through  the  Houfe  *.    Did  not  his  majority 

*  decreafe  upon  every  division?  It  was  almoft 
^  certain,  that  if  he  had  pu(hed  it  any  further^ 
^  th6  majority  would  have  turned  againft  him. 
^  His  forrow  (hewed  his  difappcnntment;  and 
^  his  difappoihtment  fhewed  that  his  defign 

*  was  higher  than  that  of  preventing  frauds 

*  in  the  cuftoms.  He  was,  at  that  time,  as 
^  feniible  of  the  influence  of  excife  laws  and 
^  excifemen  with  regard  to  eleftions,  and  of 
^  the  great  occafion  he  fhould  have  for  that 

«  See  this  matter  more  fully  and  xnpre  accurately  ezplaiocd 
in  Chapter  XLIf 

*fort 
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*  fort  of  influence  at  die  next  genei^  eledion,  ^  ^^  ^. 
^  which  wa8  then  approaching,  that  it  is  im* 
^  poffibie  to  fuppofe  he  had  not  that  influence 
^  in  view;  and  if  he  had,  it  was  a  mofl;  wicked 

*  attempt  againft  our  confutation  ;  therefore 

*  he  deferved  the  treatment  he  met  with  from 

*  the  people.  Perhaps  there  were  none  but 
^  what  gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  call  mob  con- 
^  cemed  in  burning  him  in  effigy;  but  as  the 

*  mob  confifts  chiefly  in  children,  journcy- 

*  men,  and  fervants,  who  fpeak  the  fentiments 

*  of  their  parents  and  mailers,  we  may  thence 
^  judge  of  the  fentiments  of  the  better  fort  of 

*  people. 

•  The  hon,  gentleman  faid,  thefe  were  all 
^  the  meafures  of  a  domeftic  nature  that  could 
'  be  found  fault  with,   becaufe  none  other 

*  were  mentioned  in  this  debate.     Sir,  hp  has 

*  already  heard  a  reafon  why  no  other  wrong 
^  m^ures  fhould  be  particularly  ntentioned  in 

*  this  debate.      If  it  were  neceflary,  many 

*  others  might  be  mentioned  Is  not  thfe 
^  keeping  up  fo  numerous  an  army,  in  time 

*  of  peace,  to  be  found  fault  with?  Is  not  the 

*  fitting  ont  fo  many  expcnfive  fquadrons,  for 

*  no  purpofe,  to  be  found  fault  with?  Are 

G  3  •  not 
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^  not  the  incroachments  made  upon  the  fink^ 

*  ing  fund,  the  reviving  the  fait  duty,  the  re- 

*  jeding  many  ufeful  bills  and  motions  inPaiv 
liament,  and  many  other  domeftiq  meafures, 
to  be  found  fault  with?  The  weaknefs,  or 
wickednefs,  of  thefe  meafures  has  often 
been  demonftrated.  Their  ill  confequences 
were  at  the  refpediive  times  foretold,  and 
thofe  con^fequences  wre  now  becomq  vifiblo^ 
by  our  diftrcfst 

*  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  foreign 
meafures.  which  the  lion,  gentleman  has  at-t 
tempted  to  juftify :  The  treaty  of  Hanover 
deferves,  indeed,  to  be  firft  mentioned,  be^ 
caufe  from  thence  fprings  the  danger  which 
Europe  is  now  expofed  to ;  and  it  is  impo A 
fible  to  aflign  a  reafon  for  our  entering  into 
that  treaty,  without  fuppofmg  that  we  then 
refolved  to  be  revenged  on  the  Emperor  for 
refufing  to  grant  usfome  favour  in  Germany. 
It  is  in  vain  now  to  infift  upon  the  fetret  en- 
gagements entered  into  by  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid,  as  the  caufe  of  that 
treaty.  Time  has  fully  (hewn  that  there 
never  were  any  fuch  engagements;  and  his 
late  Majefty's  fpeech  fipm  the  throne  cannot 

*  here 
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here  be  admitted  as  any  evidence  of  the  fad.  ^  ^^  ^* 
Every  one  knows,  that  in  Parliament  the  *"p7^ 
King's  fpeech  is  always  confidered  as  the 
fpeech  of  the  minifter ;  and  furely  a  rainifter 
is  notto  be  allowed  to  bring  his  own  fpeech  as 
an  evidence  of  a  fadt  in  his  ownjuftification. 
If  it  be  pretended,  that  his  late  Majefty  had 
feme  fort  of  information  that  fuch  engage- 
ments had  been  entered  into,  that  very  pre- 
tence fumiihes  an  unanfwerable  argument 
for  an  inquiry;  for  as  the  information  now 
appears  to  have  been  groiindlefs,  we  ought 
to  inquire  into  it ;  becaufe,  if  it  appears  to 
be  fuch  information  as  ought  to  have  been 
believed,  that  minifter  ought  to  be  punifhed  ^ 
who  advifed  his  late  Majefty  to  give  credit 
to  it,  and  who'  has  precipitated  the  nation 
into  the  moft  pernicious  meafures  in  confe- 
quence  of  it. 

*  At  the  time  this  treaty  was  entered  into, 

*  we  wanted  nothing  from  the  Emperor  upon 

*  our  own  account.      The  abolition  of  the 

*  Oftend  company  was  a  demand  we  had  no 

*  right  to  make,  nor  was  it  eflentially  our  in- 

*  tereft  to  infift'upon  it,  becaufe  that  company 

*  would  have  been  more  prejudicial  to  the  in- 

G  4  *  tercfts 
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*  terefts  of  both  the  French  and  Dutch  Eafk- 
^  India  trades  than  to  ours ;  and  if  it  had  been. 
^  a  point  that  concerned  us  much|  we  might 
^  probably  have  gainetd  it,  by  acceding  to  the 

*  "Vienna  treaty  between  the  Emperor  aq^} 

*  Spain,  or  by  guaranteeing  the  Pragmatie 
*•  Sandion,  which  we  afterwards  did,  in  th& 
^  moft  abfolute  manner,  without  any  confix 

*  deration  at  alL     We  wanted  nothing  fronts 

*  Spain  but  a  departure  from  the  pretence  Che 

*  had  juft  begun,  or,  I  believe,  hardly  begun,  to 

*  fct  up,  in  an  exprefs  manner,  with  regard  to 
^  fearchingandfeizingourfhipsinthe American 
^  feas ;  and  this  we  did  not  obtain,  or  perhaps 

*  did  not defireto obtain,  by  thetreatyof  Seville, 

*  By  that  treaty  vre  obtained  nothing;  but  we 
^  made  another  ftep  towards  bringing  in  that 

*  danger  which  Europe  is  now  involved  in,  by 

*  unking  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and 

*  laying  a  foundation  for  a  new  breach  be- 

*  tween  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Vienna.    ^ 

^  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  our  miniflers  appear 
^  to  have  been  fond  and  diligent  enough  in 
^  negotiating,  and  writing  letters  and  memo-* 

*  rials  to  the  court  of  Spain;  but  by  all  I  have 

*  looked  into,  it  appears  they  never  rightly 

•  under*- 
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uoderftood,  or  perhaps  would  not  undtr*  ^^v^^"" 
ibuid,  the  point  they  were  negotiating  about  j  '  ^""^^^"^ 
and  as  they  fufiered  themieives  to  be  amufedi 
as  they  fay,  with  fair  promifes^  for  tea 
years  together,  whilft  in  the  mean  time  our 
merchants  were  plundered,  and  our  trade 
interrupted,  we  ought  to  inquire  into  this 
afl^r;  for  if  it  fhoutd  appear  they  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  amufed  with  fuch  anfw^rs 
as  no  man  of  honour,  in  fuch  circumftances, 
would  have  taken,  nor  any  man  of  com^ 
mon  fenfe  been  amufed  with;  they  muft 
have  had  fome  fecret  motive  for  allowing 
themfelves  to  be  thus  impofed  upon:  This 
fecret  motive  we  may  perhaps  difcover  by 
an  inquiry ;  and  as  it  muft  be  a  wicked  ohe, 
if  it  can  be  difcovered  they  ought  to  he  fe-^ 
verely  punifhed. 

*  But,  in  excufe  for  their  conduft,  it  is 
^  faid,  our  minifters  had  a  laudable  fhynefa  of 
^  involving  their  country  in  a  war.    Sir,  this 

*  fhynefs  could  not  proceed  from  any  regard 

*  to  their  country*  It  was  involved  in  a  vr ar: 
^  Spain  was  carrying  on  a  war  againft  our 
^  trade,  and  that  in  the  moftinfulting  manner 

*  too^  during  the  whole  time  of  their  negotia- 

*  tions. 
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tibns.  It  was  this  very  {hyncfs,  or  at  Icaff 
making  the  court  of  Spain  too  feiifible  of  it,, 
that  at  laft  made  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
lis  to  begin  a  wir  on  our  fide.  If  they  had 
at  firft  infiftf  rf  properly  and  peremptorily 
upon  an  exJpUcit'anfwer^  Spain  would  have 
exprefsly  given  up  the  pretence  fhc  had  juft 
fet  up;  but  by  the  long  experience  we  al- 
lowed her,  {he  found  the  fruits  of  that  pre- 
tence fo  plentiful  and  favoury,  that  (he 
thought  theiti  worth  rifking  a  war  for  J  and 
the  dimage  we  had  fuftained  became  fo  don- 
iiderable  that  it  was  worth  contending  fon 
Befides,  the  court  of  Spain  was  convinced, 
that  whilft  we  were  under  fuch  an  admini- 
ftration,  nothing  could  provoke  us  to  begin 
the  war  on  our  fide;  or  if  we  did,  it  would 
be  managed  weakly  and  pufiUanimoufly;  and 
have  we  not  fince  found  that  they  formed  a 
right  judgment?  Nothing,  Sir,  ever  de- 
manded more  a  parliamentary  inquiry  than 
•aur«c4ndu£l  in  the  war.  The  only  branch 
of  it  we  have  inquired  into,  we  have  already 
cenfured  and  condemned.  Is  not  this  a 
good  reafon  for  inquiring  into  every  other 
branch?  Difappointment  and  ill  fuccefs 
liavc  always,  till  now,  occafioned  a  paWia- 
•  '  *  mentary 
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^  mcntary  inquiry.    InadHvity,  ofitfelf,  is  a 
fufficient  caufe  for  an 'inquiry.      We  have 

*  now  all  thefe  reafons  concurring.     Our  ad- 
'  mirals  abroad  defire  nothing  more;  bccaufe 

*  they  arc  conicious  that  ourinadlivity  and  ill 

*  fucccfs  would  appear  not  to  be  owing  td 

*  their  condu^^  but  to  the  condud  of  thofe 
^  who  fent  them  out. 

*  I  cannot  conclude^  Sir,  without  taking 
notice  of  the  two  other  foreign  meafure* 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  Our  con- 
duCt  in  the  year  1734,  with  regard  tothtf 
war  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  may 
be  eafily  accounted .  for,  though  not  eafily 
excufed.  £ver  fince  the  laft  acceflion  of 
our  late  minifter  to  power,  we  feem  to  have 
had  an  enmity  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. — • 
Our  guarantee  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation 
was  an  effedl  of  that  enmity,  becaufe  we  en- 
tered into  it  when,  as  hath  fince  appeared^ 
we  had  no  mind  to  perform  our  engage- 
ment; and  by  that  falfe  guarantee  induted 
the  EpipcrgrtQ  aclmit  the  introduCtioa  of 
the  Spanifh  troops  into  Italy,  which  he 
would  not  oth^wife  have  done.  The-pre^ 
pvations  we  m^d^  in  that  year,  the  armies 

*  we 
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c«  AP;  t  ^c  raifed,  and  the  fleet  vre  fitted  out,  werd 

"^^-v-^  <  not  to  guard  againft  the  event  of  the  war 

^  abroad,  but  againft  the  event  of  the  enfuing 

*  elg^ion  at  liomc.  The  .new  commiflions, 
^  the  promotions,  and  the  money  laid  out  in 
i  thefe  preparations,  were  of  exceilent  ufe  at 
f.  the  time  of  a  general  eied:ion,  and  in  fome 

*  meafure  atone  for  the  lofs  of  the  excife 

*  fcheme;    but  France  and  her  allies   were 

*  iwrell  convinced  that  we  would  in  no  event 
f  declare  againft  them,  otherwife  thej  would 
^  not  have  dared  to. attack  the  Emperor  at 

*  that  time;  for  Mufcovy,  Poland,  Germany, 
\  and  Britain,  would  have  been  by  much  an 
^  civ6r-match  for  them.  It  was  not  our  pre- 
^  parations  that  fet  bounds  to  the  ambition  of 
f  France,  but  her  getting  all  (he  wanted  at 
•'  that  time  for  herfelf,  and  all  ftie  defired  for 
f  her  allies.  Her  own  prudence  direfted  her 
^  ihat  it  was  not  then  a  proper  time  to  pufli 
5  her  views  further;  becaufe  fhe  did  not 
i  know  but  that   the   fpirit  of  this   nation 

*  might  get  the  better,  as  it  has  fince  done 

*  with  regard  to  Spain,  of  the  fpirit  of  our 
^  adminiftration ;  and  if  this  fhould  have  hap- 
^  pcned,  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  was  then  in 
^  fuch  a  condition,  that  our  afliftance,  even 

*  though 
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•  though  late,  Would  have  been  ctf  effaOiual  ^^iv/' 

*  fervice. 


*  I  am-  furprifed,   Sir,   to  hear  the  hon. 

*  gentlematl  now  fay,  that*  we  gave  up  no- 

*  thing,  or  got  any  thing  by  an  infamous 

*  convention  with  Spain.     Did  we  not  give 

*  up  the  freedom  of  our  trade  and  navigation, 

*  by  fubmitting  it  to  be  regulated  by  plenipo- 

*  tcntiaries?  Can  freedom  be  regulated,  with- 

*  out  being  confined,   and  confequently  in 

*  fome  part  <kftroyed?  Did  not  we  give  up 

*  Georgia,  or  fome  part  of  it,  by  fubmitting 
'  to  have  new  limits  fettled  by  plenipotentia- 

*  ries  ?  Did  we  not  give  up  aill  the  reparation 

*  of  honour  we  had  fo  juft  a  title  to  infift  on? 

*  Did  we  not  give  up  all  reparation  of  the 
^  damage  we  had  fufiered,  amounting  to  five 

*  or  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the 

*  paltry fumof  twenty-feven  thoufand  poundi? 
'  For  this  was  all  that  Spain  promifed  to  pay, 

*  after    deducing  the   fixty-eight  thoufand 

*  pounds  which  we,  by  the  declaration  ari- 

*  nexed  to  that  treaty,  allowed  her  to  infift 

*  on  having  from  our  South  Sea  company, 

*  under  the  penalty  of  ftripping  them  of  the 

*  Affiento  Gontrad,  and  all  the  privileges  they 

*  were 
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*  were  thereby  intitled  to;    Even  this  fuiA  dt 

*  twenty-feven   thoufand  pounds,   or  mord, 

*  they  had  before  acknowledged  to  be  due^ 

*  on  account  of  fhips  they  allowed  to  have 
^  been  unjuilly  taken,  and  had  actually  fent 

*  orders  for  their  reftitution ;  fo  that  by  th» 

*  infamous  treaty  we  got  nothing,  and  gave 

*  up  every  thing;  and  therefore,  in  my  opi- 

*  nion,  the  honour  of  this  nation  can  never 

*  be  retrieved,  unlefs  the  advifers  and  authors 
/  of  it  be  cenfured  and  puniihed,  which  can* 
^  not  regularly  be  done  without  a  parliament* 

*  ary  inquiry. 

*  By  thefe,  and  the  like  wicked,  ot  weak 
^  and  puftllanimous  meafures,  we  are  become 

*  the  ridicule  of  every  court  in  Europe,  and 

*  have  loft  the  confidence  of  all  our  ancient 
^  allies.  By  thefe  we  have  encouraged  France 
^  to  extend  her  ambitious  views,  and  now  at 

*  laft  to  attempt  carrying  them  into  execu- 
^  tion*     By  bad  oeconomy  and  extravagance 

*  in  our  domeftic  meafures,  we  have  brought 

*  ourfelves  into  fuch  diftrefs  at  home,  that  vrc 

*  are    almoft   utterly  incapable  of  entering 

*  into  a  war. .  By  weaknefs,  or  wickednefs, 
^  in  our  foreign  meafures,  we  have  brought 

*  the 
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*  the  affairs  of  Europe  into  fuch  diftrefe,  that  it  ^.  ^^  ^* 

*  is  almoft  impofiible  for  us  to  avoid  entering   ^*^*^ 
^  into  a  war.      By  thefe  means  we  have  been 

'  brought  upon  a  dangerous  precipice,  oa 
^  which  we  now  find  ourfelves ;  and  fball  we 

*  trull  our  being  led  fefely  off  ta  the  fame 

*  guide  who  has  led  us  on  ?  Sir,  it  is  impoC- 
^  fiblefor  him  to  lead  us  oi^;  it  is  impofiibia 
^  for  us  to  get  off,  withotst  firfl;  recovering  that 
^  confidence  among  our  ancient  allies,  whidk 
^  this  nation  formerly  ufed  to  have«   This  we 

*  cannot  do,  as  long  as  they  fuppofe  that  our 

*  councils  are  influenced  by  our  late  minifter; 
'  and  this  they  will  fuppofe  as  long  as  he  has 
'  accefs  to  the  King's  clofet,  and  his  conduA 

*  remains  uninquired  into,  and  uncenfured. 

*  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  revenge  for  paft  fuf^ 

*  ferings,  but  a  defire  to, prevent  future,  that 

*  makes  me  fd  fangiiine  for  this  inquiry.  His 
\  puniihment,  let  it  be  ever  fo  fevere,  will  be 

*  but  a  fmall  atonement  to  bis  country  for 

*  what  is  paft.     But  his  impunity  will  be  the 

*  fource  of  many  future  miferies  to  Europe, 

*  as  well  as  to  his  native  country.     Let  us  be 

*  as  merciful  as  we  will,  as  any  man  can  rea- 
'  fonably  defire,  when  we  come  to  pronounce 

*  fentencej  but  fentence  we  muft  pronounce; 

^  and 
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^^iT^''  *  *^^  ^^  ^'^^^  purpofe  we  muft  inquire,  un^ 

•  Icfs  we  are  refolved  to  facrifice  our  owa  li* 

*  berties,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  to  the 
'  prefervation  of  one  guilty  man/ 

T*he  Houfe  divided :  For  the  motion,  242 
.5— againft  it,  244. 

The  fate  of  this  motion  was  called  a  con-, 
£rmation  of  the  veracity  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  the  new  miniftry,  that  they  had  com- 
pounded for  the  iafety  of  the  late  minifter.-— 
Mn  Pulteney  was  extremely  mortified  at  this 
mifcarriage.  And  as  foon  as  Mr.  Sandys ^  and 
fome  others,  were  returned  from  their  re- 
elections,  the  motion  was  made  again,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  by  Lord  Umerick)  but  it  was 
confined  to  only  the  lafl  ten  ye4rs  of  the  late 
adminiftration.  Mr.  Pitt  fpokkin  fupport  of 
this  modon,  although  altered  to  half  the  pe- 
riod. His  ipeech,  on  this  occafion,  was  in 
reply  to  Mr.  George  Cooke ^  of  Harefield,  who 
was  juft  come  into  Parliament.  He  began 
with  faying  2 

*  As  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 

^  againft  the  motion,  has  not  been  long  in  the 

2  *  Houfe, 
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*  Houfe,  one  ought  in  charity  to  believe  there 

*  is  feme  fmcerity  in  the  profeffions  he  makes 
'  of  his^being  ready  to  agree  to  a  parliament^ 

*  ary  inquiry,  when  he  fees  ^aufe,  and  a  con- 
'  venicnt  time  for  it;  but  if  he  knew  how 
'  often  thofe  profeffions  have  been  made  by 
'  thofe  who,  on  all .  occafions,  have  oppofed 

*  every  kind  of  inquiry,  he  would  fave  him- 

*  felf  the  trouble  of  making  any  fuch,  be- 

*  caufe  they  are  believed  to  be  fincere  by  very 

*  few,  within  doors  or  without.     He  may, 

*  it  is  true,  have  no  occafion,  upon  his  own 

*  account,  to  be  afraid  of  an  inquiry  of  any 

*  fort ;  but  when  a  gentleman  has  contra<Sed 
^  a  friendihip,  or  any  of  his  near  relations 
^  have  contracted  a  friendfhip  for  one  who 

*  may  be  brought  into  danger  by  an  inquiry, 
'  it  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  gen-- 
^  tleman*s  oppolition  to  an  inquiry  does  not 

*  proceed  entirely  from  motives  of  a  public 
^  nature ;  and  if  that  gentleman  follows  the 
^  advice  of  fome  of  his  friends,  I  veiy  much 

*  qucftion  if  he  will  ever  fee  caufe,  or  a  con- 

*  venient  time,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  late 
^  condudl  of  our  public  affairs.      As  a  parlia- 

*  mentary  inquiry  muft  always  be  founded 

*  upon  fufplcions,  as  well  as  fads,  ormanifeft 

VOL.  I.  H  *  crimes. 
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CHAP.  «  crimes,  it  will  always  be  eafy  to  find  reafon^* 
^  or  pretences  for  averring  thofe  fufpicions  to 
f  be  groundlefs;  and  upon  the  princi|>le  that 

*  a  parliamentary  inquiry  muft  aecefTarily  lay 
^  open  the  fecrets  of  our,  government,    no^ 

*  time  can  ever  be  proper  or  convenient  for 

*  fuch  an  inquiry,  becaufe  it  is  impofllble  ta 
^  fuppofe  a  time  when  our  government  can> 
^  have  no  fecrets  of  importance  to.  the  nation.. 

*  Thii^  Sir,  would  be  a  moft  convenient 
^  dodtrine  for  minifters,  becaufe  it  would  put 
^  an  end  to  all  padiamentary  inqjuiries  inta 

*  the  condud:  of  our  public  affair&j  and 
•*  therefore^  when  I  hear  it  urged,  and  fi> 

*  much  infifted  upon^By  a  certain  fet  ofgcn- 
^  tlemen  ki  this  Houfe^  I  muff  fuppofe  their 

*  hopes  ta  be  very  extcnfive:.     t  muft  fap- 

*  pofe  them  ta  expedl^  that  they  and  their 

*  pofterity  will  for  eter  continue  ta  he  mt- 

*  nifters  ;  which^  if  poffiblfe,  would  be  more 
^  fatal  to  it  than,  their  having  fo  lo«g  con- 
^  tinned  to  be  fo;.  .  But  this  dodtrinc  has  been 
^  fo  often,  contradidted  by  experience,  that  I 
^  am  furprifed  to  hear  gentlemen  infill  upon 

*  it.  -Even  thisr  very  feffion  has  afforded  us. 
^'  a  convincing  proof  how  iittle  foundation 

^  thtfre 


6^  TUE  I^AkL  OF  CHATHAU. 

tlicre  IS  foi:  faying  that  a  parliamentary  in* 
quiry  miift  ntceflarily  difcover  the  fecrets  of 
our  government.  Surely  in  a  war  Vrith 
Spain,  which  muft  he  carried  on  chiefly  by 
fea,  ifourgovemmenthave  any  fecrets,the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  muft  be  entrufted 
with  the  moft  important  of  them ;  yet  we 
have,  in  this  very  feffion,  and  without  any 
fecret  committee^,  made  an  inquiry  into. die 
conduct  of  the  lords  commiflioners  of  our 
admiralty.  •  We  have  not  only  inquired  into 
their  conduft,  but  we  have  cenfured  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  hath  put  an  end  to  the 
fame  commiffioners  being  any  longer  en- 
trufted with  that  branch  of  the  puHtc  bufi-- 
nefs.  Has  that  inquiry  difcovercd  any  of 
the  fecrets  of  our  government?  On  the 
contrary,  the  committee  found  they  had  no 
occafion  to  probe  into  any  o^  the  fecrets  of 
government.  They  found  caufe  enough 
for  cenfure  without  it;  and  none  of  the 
commiffioners  pretended  tojuftify  their  con- 
duft  by  papers  containing  fecrets  which 
ought  not  to  be  difcovercd. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  fo  recent  and  fo  ftrong  a 

*  proof  of  there  being  no  neceflary  connec* 

u  2  *  tioii 
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^  .'tioij  between  a  parliameutary  inquiry  and  a 
f.  .d^jrcovcry;of  fecrets  .w^ic^^.k  behoves  the 
iiAtijaa'tq  conceal,,  that  I  hope  gentlemen 
,wiU  no. longer  infift  \ipon  this,  danger  as  an 
:argum,ent  againft  the  inquiry  now  pro-* 
pofedy  which,  of  all  others^  is  the  Jeaft 
liable  to  objedioUf  The  firft  coinmiflioner 
of  the  treafury  has  nothing  to  dp  with  the 
application  of  fecr^  fervice  monpy ;  He  is 
only  to  take  care  that  it  be  regularly  iflued 
from  his  office,  and  that  no  niore  ihall  be 
iOiied  upon  that  head,  than  accordijig  to  the 
then  conjundure  of  affairs  may  feem  to 
be  neceffary.  As  to  the  particular  ap- 
plication^  it  properly  belongs  ;to  the  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  or  fuch  other  perfons  as  his 
Majefty  ihall.  employ  j  fo  that  we  cannot 
fuppofe  the  inquiry  propofed  will  difcover 
any  fccr^ts  relating  to  the  application  of 
that  money,  unlefs  the  noble  lord  has  adted 
as  i^ecretary  of  ftate,  as  well  as  firft  com- 
miffioner  of  the  treafury ;  or  unlefs  a  great 
part  of  the  money  drawn  out  for  fecret  fer- 
vices,  has  been  delivered  to  himfelf,  or  to 
perfons  employed  by  him,  and  applied  by 
him  or  them  towards  gaining  a  corrupt  in- 
*  fluence  in  Parliament,  ojr  at  eledions.  Both 

*  thefe. 
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*  thefe,  indeed,    he  is  moft  grietaufiy  'fuf-  ^  'J^^' 

*  pefted  of^  and  both  are.  fecrets  which  it  be- 

*  hoves  hifti  very  ftiuch  to  have  concealed ; 

*  but  it  equally  behoves  the  nation  to  have 

*  them  both  revealed.    "His  country  and  he 
'  are,  I  grant,  in  this  caiife,  equally,  though 

*  oppofitely,  concerned  ;  for  the  fafety  or  ruin 

*  of  one  or  the  other  depends  upon  the  fate  of 

*  the  queftion ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  vio- 

*  lent  oppofition  made  to  this  'motion  adds 

*  great  ftrength  to  the  fufpicion. 

*  I  (hall  admit,  Sir,   that  the  noble  lord 

*  whoft  conduct  is  now  propofed  to  be  in- 

*  quired  into,  was  one  of  his  Majefty's  ihbft. 

*  hon.  privy  council,  and  that  cohfeqnently 
•  *  he  muft  have  had  a  Ihare  at  leaft  ift  ndvlfthg 

^  all  the  meafures  which  have  been  p.irfned^ 
'  both  abroad  and  at  h6me  ;  but  I  caiifiot  ^admit, 

*  that  therefore  an  inquiry- into  hi§  cttndudi 
^  muft  neceflarily  ckxrafion  a  difcbvery  of  any 

*  fecrets  that  may  be   of  dangerous   confe^ 

*  quence  to  the  nation ;  becaufe  we  are  riot 

*  to  inquire  ihto  the  meafures  themfelvesj  or 
'  into  the  wifdom  and  uprightnefs  of  them, 

*  and  confequently  can  have  no  neccflity  to 

*  fcarch  into  any  of  the  government's  fecrets 

.  H  3  *  relating 
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^^i*^*  ^yclatlAg  to  them.     ThU  has  nothing  to  4o 
^.   ^  ^  ?  withan  mquiiy  iatQVucond«£t;  but  there 

*  are  fevcral  fufpicions  fpread  Abroa(l  relating 

*  to  hU  conduct  aB  a  prfvy  counfellor,  which^ 

*  if  true,  would  be  of  the  laft.  jiinportance  to 

*  the  nation  to  have  difcovercd.     It  has  been 

*  ftrongly  aflcrted,.  that  he  was  not  only^a 
^  privy  counfellor,  but  had  ufujpp4  the  whole 

*  and  fole  direiSlion  of  his  Majefty's  privy 

*  counciL     It  he^  been'  afTerted,  that  he  gave 

*  the  Spanilh  court  the  fjrft  hipt  of  the  unjuft 

*  claim  they  afterwards  fet  up  againft  our 
f  South  Sea  company,  which  was;one  of  the 

*  chidf  caufes  of  the  war  between  the  two  na-* 
^  tions.     And  it  has  been  afierted,  that  this 

*  v?ry  minifter  has  given  advice  to  the  French 
^  what  meafures  to  take  upon  feveral  occa- 
'  fions^  rin  order  to  bring  our  court  into  their 

*  meafures;    particularly,*    that    he    advifed 

*  them  to  fend  the  numerpi^isarmy  they  have 

*  this  laft  fummer  fent  into  Weftphalja. ,  What 

*  truth  there  is  in  thefe  aflertipns,  I  {ha)l  not 

*  pretend  to  anfwer.     The  fads  are  of  fuch  a 

*  nature,   and  they  muft   have  been  perpe- 

*  trated  with  fo  much  caution  and  fecrefy^ 

*  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  them  to 

*  light,  even  by  a  pariiamentary  inquiry;  but 

'  the 
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*  ihe  very  fufpicion  is  ground  enough  for  ^  'J^  p- 
"^  fctting  up  fuch  an  inquiry,  and  for  caiTying 
'^  it  CD  with  the  utnvoft  ftridlnefs  and  vigour ; 
^  which  leads  me  to  confider  the  caufe  we 
**  BOW  have  for  an  inquify* 


*  Whatever  my  opinion  of  pa'ft  meafures 
may  be,  I  fliall  never  be  fo  vain  or  bigotted 
to  my  own  opinion,  as,  without  any  in- 
quiry, to  determine  againft  the  maj  ority  of  my 
countrymen.  If  I  found  the  public  meafures 
generally  condemned,  let  ray  private  opi- 
nion of  them  be  never  fo  favourable,  I 
fhouW  be  for  an  inquiry,  in  order  to  con- 
vince the  people  of  their  error,  or  at  leaft 
to  furnifti  myfelf  with  the  mod  authentic 
arguments  for  the  opinion  I  have  embraced^ 
The  defire  of  bringiiig  other  people  into 
our  fentiments  is  fo  natural  to  mankind,  that 
I  fliall  always  fufpcd  the  candour  of  thofe 
who,  in  politics  or  religion,  are  againft  a 
free  inquiry*  Befides,  Sir,  when  the  com- 
plaints of  the  people  are  general  againft  an 
adminiftratlon,  or  againft  any  particular 
miniftcr,  an  inquiry  is  a  duty  we  owe  to 
our  Sovereign  as  well  as  the  people.  We 
meet  here  to  communicate  to  our  Sovereign 
H  4  *  the 
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'  the  fentiments  of  his  people.  We  meet  here 
^  to  redirefs  the  grievances  of  the  people.  By 
'  performing  our  duty  in  thefe  two  refpedls, 
^  we   fhall  always  be   able  to  eftablilh   the 

*  throne  of  our  Sovereign  in  the  hearts  of  his 

*  people,  and  to  prevent  the  people's  being 

*  led  into  infurreftions  or  rebellions  by  mifre- 

*  prefentations  or  falfe  furmifes.     When  the 

*  people  complain,  they  muft  be  in  the  right 

*  or  in  the  wrong.     If  they  are  in  the  right, 

*  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  inquire  into  the 

*  conduct  of  the  minifters,  and  puhifh  thofe 

*  who  fhall  appear  to  have  been  the  moft 

*  guilty.  If  the  people  are  in  the  wrong,  we 
^  ought  to  inquire  into  the  condudt  of  our 

*  minifters,  in  order  to  convince  the  people 

*  that  they  have  been  mifled.      We  ought 

*  not,  therefore,  in  any  queftion  about  an  in- 

*  quiry,  to  be  governed  by  our  own  fcnti- 

*  ments.     We  muft  be  governed  by  the  fen- 

*  timcnts  of  our  conftituents,  if  we  are  re- 

*  folved  to  perform  our  duty,  either  as  true 

*  reprefentativcs  of  the  people,  or  as  faithful 

*  meflengers  to  our  Sovereign.     I  will  agree 

*  with  the  hon.'  gentleman,  that  if  we  are 

*  convinced,  or  fufpedt  the  public  meafures 

*  to  be  wrong,  we  ought  to  inquire  into  them, 

*  even 
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even  though  they  are  not  much  complained  ^  ^y^  ^' 
of  by  the  people  without  doors;  but  I  can- 
not agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  adminiftration,  or  a  mi- 
nifter's  being  complained  of  by  the  people 
in  general  without  doors,  we  ought  not  to 
inquire  into  his  condud,  unlefs  we  are  our- 
felves  convinced  that  his  meafures  have 
been  wrong.  Without;  an  inquiry  we  can 
no  more  determine  this  queftion,  than  a 
judge  can  declare  a  man  innocent  of  any 
crime  laid  to  his  charge,  without  a  trial.-*^ 
Common  fame  is  a  fuiScient  ground  for  an 
inqiufition  at  common  law;  and,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  the  general  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  ought  always  to  be  looked 
on  as  a  fufiicient  ground  for  a  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

*  But,  fay  gentlemen,  what  is  this  miniftcr 

*  accufed  of?  What  crime  is  laid  to  his  charge? 
'  For,  unlefs  fome  misfortune  is  faid  to  have 

*  happened,  or  fome  crime  to  have  been  com- 

*  mitted,    no  inquiry   ought  to  be    fet    on 

*  foot.     Sir,   the   ill  pofture  of  cur  affairs, 
'  both  abroad  and  at  home,  the  melancholy 

*  fituation    we    are    in;    the    diflrefles   we 

*  are 
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*  are  now  reduced  to;  arc  fufficient  caufes 
y  for  an  inquiry,   even  fuppofing  he   were 

*  accufed  of  no  particular  crime  or  mifcon- 
^  du<3:.     The  nation  lies  bleeding,  perhaps 

*  expiring*      The  balance  of  power  has  re- 

*  ceived  a  deadly  blow*  Shall  we  acknow* 
^  ledge  thi6  to  be  the  cafe,  and  fball  we  not 

*  inquire  whether  it  has  happened  by  mif- 
\  chance,  or  by  the  mifcoodudt,  perhaps  the 

*  malice  prepenfe,  of  our  minifter  here  at 
^  home  ?  Before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  was 
*-thc  general  opinion,  that  in  a  few  years  of 
•peace  we  fliould  be  able  to  payloff'  moll  of 
*•  our  debts.  We  have  now  been  very  near 
*- thirty  years  in  profound  pen^^e,  at  leaft  we 

*  have  never  been  engaged'  in  any  war  but 
^  what  we  unaeceflarily  brought  upon   our- 

*  felves,  and  yet  our  debts  are  near  as  great 

*  as  they  were  when  that  treaty  was  con- 

*  eluded.     Is  hot  this  a  misfortune,  and  fhall 

*  we  make  no  inquiry  how  this  misfortune 

*  has  happened? 

*  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  no  in- 

*  quiry  ought  be  fet  on  foot  unlefs  fome  pub- 

*  lie  crime  be  known  to  have  been  committed, 

*  The  fufpicion  of  any  crime's  having  been 

*  aSually 
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adually  oommitted,  has  always  been 
deemed  a  fufficient  reafon  for  fetting  up  an 
inquiry^  Is  there  not  a  fufpicion  that  the 
public  moneys  has  been  applied  towards 
gaining  a  corrupt  influence  at  eledions?  Is 
it  not  become  a  common  expreflicHi  to  fay^ 
'  The  floodgates  of  the  treaA^ry  are  opened 
againil  a  general  election?"  I  ihall  defire 
no  more  than  that  every  gentleman,  who 
is  confcious  qf  this  having  been  done,  either 
for  or  againft  him^  would  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  this  motion.  Will  any  gentle-* 
man  fay  this  is  not  a  crime,  when  even  pri- 
vate corruption  has  fuch  high  penalties  «in« 
Aided  upon  it  by  exprefs  (latute?  A  mini-* 
iler  that  commits  this  crime,  and  makes  ufe 
of  the  public  money  for  that  purpofe,  adds 
breach  of  truft  to  the  crime  of  conuption; 
and  as  the  crime,  when  committed  by  him, 
is  of  much  more  dangerous  confequence 
than  when  committed  by  a  private  man,  it 
becomes  more  properly  the  objedt  of  a  par* 
liamentary  inquiry,  and  ought  to  be  more 
feverely  puniflied.  The  hon.  gentleman 
may  much  more  reafouably  tell  us  that 
Fortius  was  never  murdered  by  the  mob  at 
Edinburgh,  becaufe  no  difco  very  of  his  mur-* 

•  derera 
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^"iv^^'  *  derers  could  ever  yet  be  made,   notwith- 

*  (landing  the  high  reward,  as  well  as  pardon^ 

*  offered;  than  to  tell  us,  we  cannot  fuppofe 

*  our  minifter  ever,  by  himfelf  or  his  agents, 

*  corrupted  an  eleflion,  becaufe  no  informa- 
\^tion-ha8  yet  been  brought  agaSnft  him;  for 
^  lipthing  but  a  pardon,    on  conviding  the 

*  offender,  has  ^ver  yet  been  offered  in  this 

*  cafe;  and  how;could  any  informer  cxpedt 

*  fuch  a  pardon,  much  lefs  a  reward,  when  he 

*  knew  the  very  man  agaiAft  whom  he  was 

*  to  inform  had  not  only  the  diftribution  oF 

*  all  public  rewards,  but  the  packing   of  a 

*  jtiry  or  parliament  againft  him?    Sir,  whilft 

*  fuch  a  minifler  preferves  the  favour  of  the 

*  crown,  and  thereby  the  exercife  of  its  power, 
^  we  can  never  e^cpedi  fuch  an  information. 
!*  Even  malice  itfelf  can  never  provoke  fuch 

*  an  information;  becaufe,  like  all  Other  forts 

*  of  impotent  malice,  it  will  rebound  upon  the 

*  heart  that  conceived  it. 

*  This  (hews  the  infignificancy  of  the  a£l 

*  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  with  re- 

*  gard  to  that  fort  of  corruption,  which  is 

*  called  bribery ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other 

*  fort  of  corruption,'  which  confifts  in  giving 

*  or 
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or  taking  away  thofe  pofts,  pcnfions,  of  ^^^^^* 
preferments,  which  depend  upon  the  arbi- 
trary will  of  the  crown ;  this  adl  is  ftill 
more  infignificant,  becaufe  it  is  not  neceC- 
fary ;  it  would  even  be  ridiculous  in  a  mi-^ 
nifter  to  tell  any  man  that  he  gave  or  re- 
fufed  him  a  poft,  penfion,  or  jpre&rment, 
on  account  of  his  voting  for  or  againft  any 
miniftetial  meafure  in  Parliament,  or  any 
minifterial  candidate  at  an  election.  If  he 
makes  it  hia  conftant  rule  never  to  give  a 
poft,  peniion,  or  preferment,  but  to  thofe 
who  vote  for  his  meafures  and  hiscandidates, 
and  makes  a  few  examples  of  difmiiling 
thofe  who  vote  otherwife,  it  will  have  the 
fame  efFefl:  as  when  he  declares  it  openly,— 
Will  any  gentleman  fay,  that  this  has  not 
been  the  pradlice  of  the  minifter  whofe  con- 
duft  jis  now  propofedto  be  inquired  into? 
Has  he  not  declared,  in  the  face  of  this 
Houfe,  that  he  will  continue  to  make  this 
his  pradiicne  ?  And  will  not  this  have  the 
fame  effect  as  if  he  went  feparately  and  dif- 
tindly  to  every  particular  man,  and  told 
him,  in  exprc;fs  terms;  "  Sir,  if  you  vote 
for  fuch  a^meafure,  or  fuch  a  candidate,  you 
Ihall  have  the  firft  preferment  in  the  gift  of 
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*  the  crown;  if  you  vote  othenyife,  yoii  mtifl 

*  not  expert  to  keep  what  you  have/*     Gen- 

*  tlenven  may  deny  the  iun  fhines  at  iibon- 

*  day  J  but  if  they  have  any  eyefi,  aftd  do  iiot 

*  wilfiJly  (hut  them^  or,turn  their  backs  to- 
^  wards  him^  I  am  fure  no  man  will  believe 

*  they  are  ingenuous  in  what  they  fay;  and 
^  therefore  I  think  the  hon.  gentleman  j^raiS 

*  in  the  right  who  endeavoured  to  juftify  this 

*  praftice.     It  was  mote  candid  than  to  deny 

*  it;  but  as  his  arguments  have  been  already 

*  fully  anfwered,  I  (hall  add  nothing  upon 

*  that  fubjea. 

'•  Gentlemen  cry  out,    What!  Will  you 

*  take  from  the  crown  the  power  of  preferring 
*or  cafliiering  the  ofiRcers  of  our  army  ? '  No, 

*  Sir;  this  is  neither  the  defign,  nor  will  it  be 

*  the  efFedl,  of  our  agreeing  to  this  motion* 

*  The   King    has,    at  prefent,    an   abfolute 

*  power  ofpreferring  or  cafliiering  the  officers 

*  of  our  army.     It  is  a  prerogative  he  may 

*  make  ufe  of  for  the  benefit  or  fafety  of  the 

*  public ;  but,  like  other  prerogatives,  it  m.ay 

*  be  made  a  wrong  ufe  of;  and  the  minifler 

*  is  anfwerable  to  Parliament  when  it  is.  When 

*  an  officer  is  preferred,  or  calhiered,  upon 

*  the 


1743^ 


or  THE  iXia  OF  CHATRACr.  M^ 

the  motive  of  his  voting  for  or  againflt  any 
court  meafure  or  candidate,  it  is  a  wrong 
ufe  of  this  prerogative,  for  which  the  mi- 
nifter  is  anfwerable.  We  may  judge  from 
circumilances,  or  outward  appearances. — 
From  thcfe  we  may  condemn;  and  I  hope 
we  have  ftill  a  power  to  pnnifh  any  mi- 
nifter  that  will  dare  to  advife  the  King  to 
prefer  or  cafliier  upon  fuch  a  motive.  Whe- 
ther this  prerogative  ought  to  remain  as  it 
is,  without  any  limitation,  Js  a  queftioa 
that  has  nothing  to  do  in  diis  dd!)ate ;  but  I 
muft  obferve,  that  the  argument  made  ufe 
cf  for  it  might  with  equal  weight  be  made  ufe 
of  for  giving  our  King  an  abfolute  power 
over  every  man's  property  j  for  a  large  pro-* 
perty  will  always  give  the  poflefibr  a  com- 
mand over  a  great  number  of  men,  whom 
he  may  arm  and  difcipline  if  he  pleafes.  i 
know  of  no  law  for  retraining  it..  I  hope 
there  never  will  be  any  fuch ;  and  I  wiflt 
our  gentlemen  of  eflates  would  make  more 
ufe  of  this  power  than  they  do,  becaufe  it 
would  contribute  towards  keeping  our  do- 
meftic  as  well  as  our  foreign  enemies  in  awe 
For  my  part,  I  think  a  gentleman  who  haa 
earned  his  comouiEon  by  his  fervices  (in  hia 
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*  military  capacity  I  mean),  or  bought  it  with 

*  his  money,  has  as  much  a  property  in  k  as 

*  any  man  has  in  his  eftate,   and  ought  to 

*  have  it  as  well  fecuredby  the  laws  of  his 

*  country.     Whilft  it  remains  at  the  abfolute 

*  will  of  the  crown,  he  muft,  be  a  flave  to  the 

*  miniftcr,  unlefs  he  has  fomc  other  eftate  to 

*  depend  on  ;  and  if  the  officers  of  our  army 

*  long  continue  in  that  ftate  of  flavery  in 

*  which  they .  are  at  prefent,  I  am  afraid  it 

*  will  make  flaves  of  us  all.  . 

« 

•  The  only  method  we  have  for  preventing 

*  this  fatal    confequence,    as   the  law   now 
^  ftands,  is  to  make  the  beft  and  moft  con- 

*  ftant  ufe  of  the  power  we  have,  as  members 

*  of  this  Houfe,   to  prevent  any  minifter's 

*  daring  to  advife  the  King  to  make  a  bad  ufe 

*  of  his  prerogative;  and  as  there  is  fuch  a 

*  ftrong  fufpicion  that  this  minifter  has  done 

*  fo,  we  ought  certainly  to  inquire  into  it, 

*  not  only  for  the  fake  of  punifhing  him,  if 
^  guilty,  but  as  a  terror  to  all  future  minifters. 

*  This,    Sir,     may    therefore    be    juftly 

*  reckoned  among  the  many  other  fufficient 

*  caufes  for  th«  inquiry  propofedj  and  the 

'  fuf. 
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fufpicioa  of  tht  civil,  lift's  being  greatly  in 
debt,  is  another;  fof  if  it  is,  it  muft  either 
have  been  mifapplied  or  profufely  thrown 
away,  which  it  is  our  duty  both  to  prevent 
and  punifh.  It  is  inconfiftent  with  the  ho« 
nour  of  this  nation  to  have  our  King  ftand 
indebted  to  his  fervants  or  tradefmen,  who 
may  be  ruined  by  a  delay  of  payment.  The 
Parliament  has  provided  fufScicntly  for  pre- 
venting this  di(}ionour  being  brought  upon 
the  nati(Mi;  and  if  the  provifion  we  have 
made  fhould  be  mifapplied  or  iavifhed,  we 
muft  fupply  the  •  deficiency ;  we  ought  to 
do  it,  whether  the  King  makes  any  applica- 
tion for  that  purpofe  or  no;  and  the  reafon 
is  very  plain,  becaufe  we  ought  firft  to  in- 
quire into  the  management  of  that  revenue, 
and  punifti  thofe  who  have  occkfioned  the 
deficiency.  They  will  certainly  chufe  to 
leave  the  creditors  of  the  crown  and  the  ho^- 
nour  of  the  nation  in  a  ftate  of  fufierin^, 
rather  than  advife  the  King  to  make  an  ap^ 
plication  which  will  bring  their  conduct 
into  queftion,  and  themfelves  probably  to 
condign  punifhment.  Befide  this.  Sir, 
there  is  at  prefent  another  reafon  ftlU 
ftronger  for  promoting  an  inquiry.  As 
VOL.  I.  I  *  there 
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^"iv/'  '  there  is  a  great  fufpicion  that  the  public 

*  money  has  been  appHed  towards  corrupting 

*  voters   at   eledtions,  and  members  when 

*  eleded,  if  the  civil  lift  be  in  debt,  it  gives 

*  reafon  to  prefume  that  fome  part  of  this  xe- 

*  venue  has,  under  the  pretence  of  fccret  fer- 

*  vice  money,  been  applied  to  ^t  ivicked 

*  purpofe. 

^  Ifhall  conclude,  jSir,  with  a  few  remarks 

*  upon  the  laft  argument  made  ufi^vbf  agoinft 

*  the  inquiry  propofed.    It  hak  bee*  faid,  that 

*  the  miniftcr  delivered  in  his  accounts  annu- 
^  ally;  that  thofe  accounts  have  been  annually 

*  paiTed  and  approved  of  by  Parliament;  and 
^  that  therefore  it  would  be  unjuft  to  call  him 

*  now  to   a  general   account,   becaufe    the 

*  vouchers  may  now  be  loft,  or  many  expen- 

*  five  tranfadionshaveflipt  out  of  hismemory. 

*  'Tis  true,  Sir,  eftimates  and  accounts  have 

*  been  annually  delivered  in.     The  forms  of 
'  proceeding  made  that  neceflary;  but  were 

*  any  of  thofe  eftimates  or  accounts  ever  pro- 

*  perly  inquired  into  ?  \V»e  not  all  queftions 

*  for  that  purpofe  rejected  by  the  minifter's 

*  friends  in  Parliament?  Has  not  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  always  taken  them  upon  truft,  and 

*  paSed 
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paded  them  without  examination  ?  Can  fuch  ^  *[^  ^* 
a  fuperficial  paflihg^  to  call  it  no  worfe^  be  ^""^^^ 
deemed  a  reafon  for  hot  calling  hiiti  to  a  hew 
and  general  account?  If  the  fteWard  to  ati  in- 
fant's eftate  fliould  annually,  for  twenty 
years  together,  deliver  in  his  accounts  to  the 
guardians;  and  if  the  guardians,  through 
negligence,  or  for  a  fliare  of  the  plunder, 
fliould  annually  pafs  his  accounts  without 
any  examination,  or  atleafl  without  any  ob- 
je^on;  would  that  be  a  reafon  for  laying, 
that  it  would  be  unjufl:  in  the  infant  to  call 
his  fteward  to  an  account  when  he  came  of 
age?  cfpecially  if  that  fteward  had  built  and 
furaifhed  fumptuous  palaces,  and  had, 
during  the  whole  time,  lived  at  a  much 
greater  expence  than  his  vifible  income 
could  afford,  and  yet  ncverthelefs  had 
amafled  great  riches.  The  public.  Sir,  ia 
always  in  a  ftate  of  in&ncy;  therefore  no 
prefcription  can  be  pleaded  againft  it,  nor 
even  a  general  releafe,  if  there  appears  the 
leaft  caufe  to  fufped:  that  it  was  ftirrepti^ 
tiouily  obtained.  Public  vouchers  ought 
always  to  remain  upon  record  j  nor  ought 
there  to  be  any  public  expence  without  a 
proper  voucher;  therefore,  the  cafe  of  the 
I  a  ^  publics 
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*  public  is  ftill  ftronger  than  that  of  any  in- 

*  faat*     Thus  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 

*  ufe  of  this  objeftion  muft  fee  of  how  little 

*  avail  r it  can  be  in  the  cafe  now  before  us; 

*  and  confequently  I  hope  we  fhall  have  his 

*  concurrence  in  the  queftion,* 

This  motion  was  indeed  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed;  but  the  meafurc 
was  rendered  abortive  by  a  parliamentary 
manoeuvre.  Several  of  the  perfons  brought 
before  the  committee  to  be  examined,  re- 
fufed  to  anfwer,  urging,  that  by  their  anfwers 
they  might  poffibly  criminate  themfelves* 
This  objedlion  being  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
a  bill  was  immediately  brought  in  and  paffed, 
to  indemnify  all  perfons  for  the  difcoveries 
they  made  before  the  committee.  When  this 
bill  came  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Lord  Car^ 
terct  oppofed  it  moft  violently,  and  the  bill 
was  thrown  out.  Some  of  the  minifterial 
party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  affedied  to 
be  very  angry;  but  all  proceedings  dropt,  and 
the  Earl  of  Orford  continued  undillurbed 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
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JLOUD  CARTERET'S  ASCENDENCY  W  THE  CLOSET.— EN- 
TERS   WTO  THE  -GERMAN    MEASURES.— TAKES    THE 

HANOVERIAN  TROOPS  INTO  BRITISH  PAY ^MR.  PITT  S 

\  SPEECH  AOAtNST  THAT  MEASURE.— DEATH  OF  LORD 
^I^LMINCTOM,  AND  MR.  PELHAM'S  ACCESSION  TO  THE 
TREASURV*— MR.PITT'S  SPEECH  AG  AINST  THE  ADDRESS, 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  SESSION,  AFTER  THE 
BATTLE  OF  DETTINGEN.— MR.  PITT'S  SPEECH  AGAINST 
VOTING  MONEY  FOR  A  BRITISH  ARMY  TO  SERVE  IN 
FLANDERS^THE  WHOLE  KINGDOM  APPLAUDS  HIS  OP- 
POSITION IN  PARLIAMENT.— THE  DUCHESS  DOWAGER 
OF  MARLBOROUGH  LEAVES  HIM  A  HANDSOME  LEGACI^. 

T  ORD  Carteret^  by  adopting  the  politics  chap. 
-■^  of  the  clofet,  became  a  favourite  in  it.  v— v-w 
He  entered  warmly  into  the  meafures  of  the 
continent,  particularly  thofe  in  fupport  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  againft  France,  for  which 
purpofe  he  took  16,006  Hanoverian  troops 
into  Britifh  pay,  and  marched  them  into  the 
Low  Countries.  Upon  the  motion  for  grant- 
ing the  money  for  tjie  payment  of  thefe  troops, 
on  the  loth  of  December  1742,  there  was  a 
long  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  fpokc  againft 
the  motion,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Henry  Fox^  at 
that  time  furveyor  of  the  board  of  works,  and 
afterwards  Lord  Holland^  who  had  fpoken  for 
the  motion: 
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c  HA  P.       •  If  the  gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  in  fup* 

*  port  of  this  motion  are,  as  they  pretend,  de* 
^  termincd  to  abandon  their  prefent  fentiments 
^  as  foon  as  any  better  meafures  are  propofed, 

*  the  miniftry  will  quickly  be  deprived  of 

*  their  ableft  defenders;  for  I  think  the  mea- 
^  fures  which  have  hitherto  been  purfued,  fo 
^  weak  and  pernicious,  that  fcarcely  any  al- 

*  teration  can  be  propofed  that  will  aot  be  for 

*  the  advantage  of  the  nation, 

•  They  have  already  been  informed  thiere 

*  was  no  neceffity  for  hiring  auxiliary  troops, 

*  fince  it  does  not  yet  appear  that   either 

*  juftice  or  policy  required  us  to  engage  in  the 

*  quarrels  of  the  continent,  that  there  was 

*  any  need  of  forming  an  army  in  the  Low 
^  Countries,  or  that  in  order  to  form  an  army 

*  auxiliaries  were  neceflary. 

^  But,  not  to  dwell  upon  difputable  quef-* 

*  tions,  I  think  it  may  be  juftly  concluded, 

*  that  the  meafures  of  our  miniftry  have  been 
^  ill    concerted^   becaufe  it    is  undoubtedly 

*  wrong  to  fquander  the  public  money  with- 

*  out  efFeS,  and  to  pay  armies  pnly  to  be  a 
^  Ihew  to  our  friends,  and  a  jeft  to  oqr  enemies. 
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^  The  troops  of  Hanover,  whom  wc  are  ^  ^^^  ^* 

*  now  cxpefted  to  pay,  marched  iitfo  the  Low   u-^i^ 

*  Countries  indeed,  and  ftill  rem^n  in  the 
^  ikme  phu:e8; .  they  marched  to  the  place 
^  moft  diftant  from  the  enemy^  leaft  in  dan* 

*  gcr  of  an  attack,  and  moft  ftrongly  fortified, 
^  if  any  attack  had  been  defigned ;  nor  have 

*  any  claim  to  be  paid,   but  that  they  left 

*  their  own  country  for  a  place  of  greater  fe- 

*  curity. 

•  It  is  always  reafonable  to  judge  of  the  fu- 

*  ture  hy  the  paft,  and  therefore  it  is  probable 

*  that  the  fervices  of  thefe  troops  will  not,  next 

*  year,  be  of  eqiial  importance  with  that  for 

*  which  they  are  now  to  be  paid :  And  I  fhall 

*  not  be  furprifed,  though  the  opponents  of 
^  the  miniftry  fhould  be  challenged,  after  fuch 

*  another  glorious  campaign,  to  propofe  better 

*  men,  and  told  that  the  money  of  this  nation 

*  cannot  be  more  properly  employed  than  in 

*  hiring  Hanoveriens  to  eat  and  fleep. 

*  But  to  prove  yet  more  particularly  that  better 

*  meafures  may  be  taken,  and  that  more  ufe- 

*  ful  troops  may  be  retained,  and  that  thcre- 

*  ft)re  the  hon,  gentlemen  may  be  expeded 
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*  to  quit  thofe  to  whom  they  now  adhere,  I 
*,fliall  fhew  that,    in  hiring  the  forces   of 

*  Hanover,  we  have  obftruded  our  own  de- 

*  figns;  that  we  have,  inftead  of  afHlling  the 

*  Queen  of  Hungary,  withdrawn  part  of  the 

*  allies  from  her,  and  that  we  have  burthened 

*  the  nation  with  troops  from  which  no  fer- 

*  vice  can  be  reafonably  expedled, 

« 

*  The  advocates  for  the  miniftry  have,  on 
^  this  occafion,  afFe£ted  to  fpeak  of  the  balance 
^  ofpower,  thePragmaticSan6tion,andthepre- 

*  fervation  of  the  Queen  ofHungary ,  not  only  as 

*  iftheyweretobethechiefcareofGreatBritain, 

*  which,  though  eafily  controvertible,  might 

*  perhaps,  in  compliance  with   long  preju- 

*  dices,  be  admitted  j  but  as  if  they  were  to 

*  be  the  care  of  Great  Britain  alone;  as  if  the 

*  power  of  France  were    formidable  to  no 

*  other  people;  as  if  no  other  part   of  the 

*  world  would  be  injured,   by  becoming  a 

*  prey  to  an  univerfal  monarchy,  ^nd  being 

*  fubj edited  to  an  arbitrary  government  of  a 

*  French  deputy;- by  being  drained  of  its  in- 

*  habitants,  only  to  extend  the  conquefts  of 

*  its    mailers,    and   to    make  other   nations 

*  equally  miferable;  and  by  being  opprelTcd 

♦  with 
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*  with  exorbitant  taxes,  levied  by  military  ex-  ^  "^  ^• 
'  ecutions,  and  employed  only  in  fupporting 

*  the  ftate  of  its   oppreflbrs.      TTiey  dwelt 

*  upon  the  importance  of  public  faith,  and  the 

*  neceffity  of  an  exadt  obfervation  of  treaties, . 

*  as  if  the  Pragmatic  Sanation  had  been  ligned 

*  by  no  other  potentate  than  the  King  of 
'  Great  Britain ;  or  as  if  the  public  faith  were 

*  to  be  obligatory  to  us  only. 


•  That  we  fhould  inviolably,  obferve  our 
treaties,  and  obferve  them  though  every 
other  nation  fliould  difregard  them;  that 
we  fhould  Ihew  an  example  of  fidelity  to 
mankind,  and  ftand  firm,  though  we  fhould 
ftand  alone,  in  the  praAice  of  virtue,  I 
fhall  readily  allow;  and  therefore  I  am  far 
from  advifing.that  we  fhould  recede  from 
our  flipulations,  whatever  We  may  fufFer 
by  performing,  or  neglect  the  fupport  of  the 
Pragmatic  Sanation,  however  we  may  be  at 
prefent  embarrafTed,  or  however  inconve- 
nient it  may  be  to  aflert  it,  '        ^'^ 

•  But  furcly  that  for  the  fame  reafon  w?( 
*  obferve  our  own  ftipulations,  we  ought  to 
'  excite  other  powers  likewife  to  the  obferva* 

•  tion 
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^  <K>a  of  theirs;  or  at  leaft  aot  to  contribute  to 
^  hinder  k.  But  how  is  our  prefent  conduct 
^  af^eeahle  to  thefe  principles?  The  Pragmatic 
'  Sanson  was  confirmed  not  only  by  the 
^  King  of  Great  Britain,  but  by  the  £le&or 
^  of  Hanover  alfQt  who  is  therefore  equally 
^  obliged,  if  treaties  coaftitute  obligation,  to 
^  defend  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  againft  the  at« 
^  tacks  of  any  foreign  power,  and  to.  fend  kis 

*  proportion  of  troops  to  fupport  the  Queen 
^  of  Hungary. 

*  Whether  thefe  troops  have  been   fent, 

*  thole  whofe  province  t)bliges  diem  to  have 

*  fome  knowledge  with  foreign  affairs  can 
^  better  inform  the  Houfe  than  I ;  but  fmce 
^  we  have  not  heard  them  mentioned  in  this 
^  debate,  and  have  found  by  experience  that 
^  none  of  the  merits  of  that  Ele&orate  are 
^  pafied  over  in  iilence,  it  may,  I  think,  fairly 
^  be  concluded,  that  the  diftrefTes  of  the  Queen 

*  of  Hungary  have  yet  received  no  allevia- 
^  tion  from  her  alliance  with  Hanover  j  that 
'  her  complaints  ha^e  moved  no  compailion 
^  at  that  court,  nor  the  jullice  of  her  caufe 
?  obtained  any  regard. 


To 
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•  To  what  can  be  imputed  this  neg%eiic0  ch^p- 

*  of  treaties,  Ais  difixgard  of  juftice,  thisde-*   V— v-^ 
^  fed  of  compafiion,  but  to  the  pernicious 

*  counfds  c^  thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his 
^  Majefty  to  hire  to  Great  Britain  thofe  troops 
^  which  he  ihould  have  employed  in  the  af^ 

*  fifiance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary?  for  it  is 
^  not  to  be  imagined  that  his  Majefty  has 
^  more  or  kfs  regsurd  to  juitice  as  King  of 
'  Great  Britain  than  as  Elector  of  Hanover} 

*  or  that  he  would  not  have  fent  his  propor^ 
^  don  of  troops  to  the  Auftrian  army,  had  not 
^  the  temptation  of  greater  profit  been  in* 

*  dttftriouily  hud  before  him» 

*  But  this  b  not  all  that  may  be  urged 

*  againft  tbiscondud:  For,  can  we  imagine 
^  that  the  power  of  France  Is  lefs,  or  that  her 
^  defigns  are  lefs  formidable  to  Hanover  than 

*  to  Great  Britain?  Nor  is  it  lefs  neceflary  for 

*  the  fecurity  of  Hanover  that  the  Houfe  of 

*  Auftria  (hould  be  re-eftablifbed  in  its  former 

*  grandeur,  and  enabled  to  fupport  the  liber* 
^  ties  of  Europe  againft  the  bold  attempts  for 

*  uoiverfal  monarchy  ? 

^  If,   therefore,    our  aiCftance  be  an  z&, 
of  bonefty,  and  granted  in  confequence  of 

*  treaties, 
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treaties,  why  may  it  not  equally  be  required 
of  Hanover?  And  if  it  be  an  2l&  of  generofity, 
why  ftiouldthis  nation  alone  be  obliged  to 
facrifice  her  own  intereft  to  that  of  others  ? 
Or  why  fhould  the  Eleftor  of  Hanover  exert 
his  liberality  at  the  expence  of  Great  Bri- 
tain? 

*  It  is  now  too  apparent,  that  this  great,  this 
powerful,  this  formidable  kingdom,  is  con- 
fidered  only  as  a  province  to  a  defpicable 
Eleftorate;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  a 
fcheme  formed  long  ago,  and  invariably 
purfued,  thefe  troops  are  hired  only  to  draia 
this  unhappy  nation  of  its  mohey.  That 
they  have  hitherto  been  of  no  ufe  to  Great 
Britain  or  to  Auftria,  is  evident  beyond 
controverfy;  and  therefore  it  is  plain  that 
they  are  retained  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
Hanover. 

*  How  much  reafon  the  tranfa<flions  of  al- 
moft  every  year  have  given  for  fufpeding 
this  ridiculous,  ungrateful,  and  perfidious 
partiality,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  mention.  I 
doubt  not  but  moft  of  thofc  who  fit  in  this 
Houfe  can  recollect  a  great  number  of  in- 
ftances,  from  the  purchafe  of  part  of  the 

*  Swedifh 
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'  Swedilh  dominions,  to  the  cohtrafl  which  ^  ^^  ^^ 

*  we  are  now  called  upon  to  ratify.     I  hope 

*  few  have  forgotten  the  memorable  ftipula- 

*  tion  for  the  Heflian  troops  ;  for  the  forces 

*  of  the  Duke  of  WolfembuttU^  which  we 
'  were  fqufcely  to  march  beyond  the  verge. of 

*  their  own  country;  or  the  ever-memorable 

*  treaty  of  which  the  tendency  is  difcovered 

*  in  the  name  *.     The  treaty  by  which  we 

*  difunited  ourfelves  frdm  Auftria,  deftroyed 

*  that  building  which  we  may  perhaps  now 

*  endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again  5 

*  and  weakened  the  only  power  which  it  wa* 

*  our  intereft  to  ftrengthen. 

*  To-  dwell  upon  all  the  inftances  of  paiv 

*  tiality  which  have  been  fhewn;  to  remark 

*  the  yearly  vifits  that  have  been  made  to  that 

*  delightful  country;  to  reckon  up  all  /the 
^  fums  that  have  been  fpent  to  aggrandize 
^  and  enrich  it,  would  be  at  once  invidious 

*  and  tirefome;  tirefome  to  thofe  who  arc 

•  In  the  debate  upon  the  Hanover  treaty  (anno  1725),  it 
wasalledged,  by  Mr.  Horaiio  WalfoU^  "  That  the  treaty  bc^ 
tween  the  Emperor  and  the  King  pf  Spam  might  probably  be 
cemented  by  a  ma^ch  between  the  elded  daughter  of  the  for- 
n^er  (now  Queen  of  Hungary),  and  the  Infant  Don  Carlos/' 

*  afraid 
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^^^'-  *  afr^d  to  hear  the  truths  and  to  thoic  whd 
are  unwilling  to  mentioil  faAs  difhonour^ 
able  or  injurious  to  theif  country^  Nor 
^  ihall  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  unpleafing 
^  fubjedi  than  to  exprefs  my  hopes  that  we 

*  fhall  no  more  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  deceived 
^  and  opprefTed ;  that  we  fliall  at  length  per- 

•  form  the  duty  of  the  reprefentatiTes  of  the 

*  people;  and,  by  refufing  to  ratify  this  con<* 

*  trad,  fhew  that,  however  the  intereft  of. 

♦  Hanover  has  been  preferred  by  the  minifters, 
•  ^  the  Parliament  pays  no  regard  but  to  that  of 

•  Great  Britain/ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  upon  a  divifion 
«f  a6o  againft  193. 

In  July  1743,  Lord  Wilmington  died,  and 
Mr.  Pelbam  fucceeded  him  at  the  treafury, 
ind  Mr.  Winnington  fucceeded  Mr.  Pelbam  in 
Ae  office  of  paymafter.  On  the  add  of  De- 
cember 1743,  Mr.  Sandys  being  created  a 
peer,  Mr.  Pelbam  was  made  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer. 

1743.         On  the  I  ft  of  December  1743,  ParKament 
met. .  The  Kmg's  fpeech  recited  the  afiairs 

•of 

3 . 
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of  the  continent,  which,  from  the  late  battle  chap* 
at  Dettingen,  and  other  events,  had  engaged   ^"'^^ 
the  public  attention.      The  ufual  motion  for 
an  addreis,  in  anfwer  to  the  King's  fpeedh; 
brought  on  a  long  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt 
fpoke  againft  the  motion ;  viss. 

*  From  what  is  now  propofed  we  may  fee, 

*  that  whatever  change  we  have  got,  or  may 
^  get,  with  refped  to  foreign  meafures,.  by  the 
^  late  change  in  our  adminiftration,  the  na« 

*  tion  is  to  expe£3:  no  change  with  refped  to 
^  our  domeftic  affairs.  In  foreign  afiairs  I 
^  fhall  grant  we  have  felt  a  verp*  remarkable 

*  change.  From  one  extreme  our  admini- 
^  ftration  have  run  clofe  to  the  verge  of  ano- 

*  ther.     Our  former  minifter  betrayed  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  lus  country  by  his  pufillanimity; 

*  our prefent  minifter  (meaning  Lord  Carteret) 

*  facrifices  it  by  his  quixotifm.     Our  former 

*  minifter  was  for  negotiating  with  all  the 

*  world;  our  prefent  is  for  fighting  againft  all 

*  the  world.     Our  former  minifter  was  for 

*  agreeing  to  every  treaty,  though  never  fo 

*  difhonpurable;  our  prefent  will  give  ear'td 
^  no  treaty,  though  never  fo  reafonalle. 
^  Thus  both  appear  to  be  extravagant,  but 

*  with 
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*  with  this  differciicej  that  by  the  extrav^t-* 

*  gance  of  our  prefent,  the  nation  will  be  put 

*  to  a  much  greater  charge  than  ever  it  was 

*  by  the  extravagance  of.our  former. 

*  It  muft  therefore  be  allowed.  Sir,  that 
^  by  a  change  of  a  few  men  in  our  admini- 

*  ilration,  we  have  got  a  change  of  meafures, 

*  fo  far  as  relates  to  foreign  aflfairs;  but  with 

*  refpefl:  to  our  domeftic  afiairs,  we  have  met 
^  with  no  change  in  our  meafures;  we  can 

*  now,  I  thinks  expe<3:  none..  The  fame 
f  fcreening,  \the  fame  plundering,  the  iame 
^  prodigal  :fpmt  prevails.     The  fame  criminal 

*  complaifance,  .  we  may  depend  on  it,  the 
^  fame  corrupt,  extravagant,  and  dangerous 

*  mcafiires,  will  be  made  ufe  of.  They/have; 
^  I  am    convinced,  been    already  praftifed; 

*  otherwife  no  minifter  would  expedi  that  a 

*  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  would  confent 

*  that  their  addrefs  to  their  Sovereign  fhould 

*  confift  of  the  moft  fulfomie  panegyrics  upon 

*  the  condudl  of  his  miriifters.     I  fay.  Sir,  no 

*  minifter  would  expe(^  fuch  complaifance ; 

*  for  I  hope  the .  hon.  gentleman  who  made 

*  the  motion  will  excufe  me,  if  I  fuppofe  it 
^  was  put  into  his  hands  by  the  minifter;  .and 

*  if 
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*  if  he  thinks  he  has  acquired  honour  by  chaf. 
^  making  fuch  a  motion,   I  promife  hinl  I    ^ 
^  fliall  never  envy  him  the  aciquifition. 

*  The  holi.  ^entleihan  who  fpoke  lafl:  was 

•  in  the  right  when  he  faid,  in  the  beginning 
^  oif  the  feffion  we  could  know  nothing  in  a 
^  parliamentary  way  of  the  meafures  that  had 
^  been  purfued.  I  believe  we  (hall  know  as 
^  little  in  that  way  at  the  end  of  the  feffion  as 
^  we  do  at  the  beginning;  fori  am  perfuaded 
^  our  new  minifter  will  in  this,  as  well  as  in 

*  every  other  ftep  of  his  domeftic  condu&, 
^  follow  the  example  of  his  predeceflbr,  by 

*  getting  a  negative  put  upon  every  motion 

*  that  may  tend  towards  our  acquiring  any 
^  parliamentary  knowledge  of  our  late  mea-- 

*  fures.      But    if  we    have  no  knowledge 

*  of  them,  furely  it  is  as  ftrong  an  argument 

*  for  our  not  approving,  as  it  can  be  for  our 
^  not  anfwering ;  and  if  nothing  relating  to 
'  our  late  meafures  had  been  propofed  to  be 
^  inferted  in  our  addrefs  upon  this  occafioUt 
^  I  fhould  not  have  taken  the  leaft  notice  of 

*  them ;  but  whether  I  have  any  parliamcnt- 
^  ary  knowledge  or  no,  when  an  approbation 

*  is  propofed,  it  lap  me  under  a  neceffity  to 
VOL.  I.  K  ^rnake 
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'  make  ufcof  the  knowledge  I  have,  whatever 
^  it  may  be,  in  order  to  determine  -whether  I 

*  am  to  join  or  not  in  the  approbation  pro- 
^  pofed.  Suppofe  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
^  of  our  late  meafures  but  what  I  have  ga- 
^  thered  from  foreign  and  domeftic  newfpa- 
^  pers ;  even  that  knowledge  I  muft  make  ufe 
'  of  when  I  am  obliged  to  give  my  opinion 
^  of  them;  and  when,  from  that  knowledge, 
^  I  think  them  wrong,  I  ought  furely  to  rc- 
^  fufe  joining  in  any  thing  that  may  look  like 
^  an  approbation.  Nay,  this  refufal  I  ought 
'  to  perfift  in,  till  the  minifter  be  pleafed  to 
^  furnifh  me  with  fuch  parliamentary  know- 
'  ledge  as  may  convince  me  that  I  have  been 
'  mifmformed.     This,  I  fay,  ought  certainly 

•  to  be  my  condudt,  when,  from  the  know- 
ledge I  have,  I  find  more  reafon  to  con- 
demn than  approve  of  any  late  meafure ; 
but  fuppofe  that,  from  the  knowledge.  I  have, 
I  find  more  reafon  to  approve  than  condemn, 
yet  even  in  that  cafe  I  ought  not  to  approve, 
unlefs  my  knowledge  be  fuch  as  may  author- 
ife  that  approbation;  and  as  no  fort  of 
knowledge  but  a  parliamentary  knowledge 
can  warrant  a  parliamentary  approbation, 
for  this  reafon  ulone  I  ought  to  refufe  it; 

'  fo 
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*  fo  that  If  what  is  now  propofed  contsuns  ^  ^^  ^• 

*  any  fort  of  approbation,   our  refufing  to   ^-•-'v-^ 
'  agree  to  it  is  not  a  cenfure  upon  any  paft 

*  meafure;  it  is  only  a  declaration  that  we 

*  have  not  fuch  a  knowledge  of  paft  mea-^ 

*  fures  as  may  be  a  fufiicient  foundation  for  a 

*  parliamentary  approbation* 

*  Sir,  it  is  not  only  an  approbation  of  all 

*  that  our  miniftcrs  have  advifed,  but  an  ac* 
'  knowledgment  of  the  truth  of  feveral  fadis^ 
^  which  upon  inquiry  may  appear  to  be  falfe; 

*  or  at  leaft  they  are  fuch  as  we  have  feen  no 

*  proof  of,  nor  have  any  pfOper  authority  to 

*  affert.     Suppofe  it  ftiould  appear  that  hia 

*  Majefty  was  expofed  to  few  or  no  dangers 
'  abroad,  but  what  he  is  daily  expofed  to  at 
'  home,  fuch  as  the  overturning  of  his  coach, 

*  or  the  ftumbling  of  his  horfe — ^would  not 
^  the  addrefs  propofed  be  an  affront  and  an 

*  infult  upon  our  fovereign,  inftead  of  being 

*  a  compliment?    Suppofe  it  fhould   appear 

*  that  our  minifters  have  {hewn  no  regard  to 

*  the  advice  of  Parliament,    and  that  they 

*  have  exerted  their  endeavours,  not  for  the 

*  prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  but  for 

*  involving  that  Houfe  in  dangers,  which  it 

K  2  *  might 
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might  otherwife  have  avoided,  and  which,  T 
believe,  it  will  hardly  be  poffible  for  us  to 
avert ;  fuppofe  it  Ihould  appear  that  though 
a  body  of  Dutch  troops  marched  to  the 
Rhine,  they  never  joined  our  army;  fup- 
pofe it  fhould  appear  that  the  treaty  with 
Sardinia  is  not  yet  ratified  by  all  the  parties 
concerned,  or  that  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  cannot 
be  performed  :  If  thefe  things  fhould  ap- 
pear, upon  an  inquiry,  would  not  fuch  an 
adJrefsas  this  appear  very  ridiculous?  Whisit 
aflurance  have  we  that  all  thefe  fadls  may 
not  appear  to  be  as  I  have  fuppofed?  For  as 
the  King's  fpeech  from  the  throne  is  always, 
in  this  Houfe,  confidered  as  the  fpeech  of  the 
minifter ;  it  can  never  be  allowed  to  be  a  proof 
upon  which  we  ought  to  found  any  refolution. 


*  What  I  have  faid,  Sir,  will  Ihew,  that 
even  though  we  had  reafon  to  conclude  from 
fuch  knowledge  as  we  may  have  accident- 
ally acquired,  that  our  late  meafures  were 
right,  and  that  all  the  fafts  to  be  mentioned 
in  our  addrefs  were  exaftly  true,  yet  we 
ought  not  to  exprefs  any  fort  of  approbation, 
becaufe  we  have  as  yet  no  parliamentary 
knowledge  that  can  authorife  a  parliament- 

*  arv 
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*  ary  approbation.      But  when  the  contrary  ^  ^^  p* 
^  happens  to  be  the  cafe ;  when  we  have  great 

*  reafon  to  conclude,  from  every  fort  of  know- 

*  ledge  we  have  hitherto  acquired,  that  our 

*  late  meafures  were  fundamentally  wrong; 

*  that  fads  have  been  mifreprefented  to  us; 

*  and  that  we  may,  very  probably,  have  rea- 

*  fon  to  condole  for  what  we  are  now  de- 

*  fired  to  congratulate,  upon,  how  cautious 

*  ought  we  to  be  of  faying  any  thing  in  our 

*  addrefs  that  may  look  like  an  approbation 

*  either  of  the  meafures  or  the  methods  that 

*  have  been  taken  to  profecute  them  ! 

*  In  order  to  fhew.  Sir,  that  this  is  really 

*  the  cafe,  I  muft  begin  with  the  turn  whicl^ 

*  the  affairs  of  Europe  took  upon  the  death 

*  of  the  late  Emperor.    Upon  that  emergency 

*  I   fhall   grant    that  it  was  the  intereft  of 

*  this  nation  to  have  had  the  Queen  of  Hun- 

*  gary  eftabliftied  in  the  pofleffion  of  her  fa- 

*  ther's  dominions,    and   her  hufband,  the 

*  Duke  of  Lorrain,  chofen  Emperor.     This 

*  was     our     intereft,     becaufe     it     would 
*have  been  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  pre- 

*  fervation  of  the   balance  of  power;    but 

*  this  was  our  only  intereft,  and  it  was  an  in- 

K  3  *  tcreft 
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tcreft  we  had  in  common  with-  all  tlie 
powers  of  Europe,  except  France.  We 
were  not,  therefore,  to  take  upon  us  the 
fole  fupport  of  this  intereftj  and  therefore, 
when  the  King,  of  Pruflia  attacked  Silefia 
and  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  Poland 
and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  laid  claim  to  the 
late  Emperor's  fucceflion;  we  might  then 
have  feen  that  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  in  all  her  father's  domi^ 
nions  was  become  impoffible,  efpecially  as 
the  Dutch  refufed  to  interfere  any  other  way 
than  by  good  offices.  What,  then,  ought 
we  to  have  done?  Since  we  could  not  pre- 
ferve  the  whole,  is  it  not  evident  that,  in 
order  to  engage  fome  of  the  claimants  on 
our  fide,  we  ought  to  have  advifed  her  to 
yield  up- part?  This  we  ought  to  have  in- 
fitted  on,  and  the  claimant  whom  we  ought 
firft  to  have  thought  of  taking  off  was  the 
King  of  Pruffia;  both  becaufe  his  claim  was 
the  fmalleft,  and  becaufe  he  was  one  of  the 
moft  neutral,  as  well  as  one  of  the  mod 
powerful  allies  we  could  treat  with.  For  this 
reafon  we  ought  certainly  to  have  advifed 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  have  accepted  of 
the  terms  offered  by  the  King  of  Pruffia 

*  when 
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^wben  he  firft  invaded  Silefia  :  Nay,  we  ^h^p. 
ought  to  have  infifted  on  it,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  our  aflifting  her  againft  any  of  the 
other  claimants.  If  we  had  done  this,  the 
court  of  Vienna  muft  and  would  have 
agreed  to  it;  and  in  this  cafe,  whatever  pro- 
teftations  the  other  claimants  might  have 
made,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  would,  to 
this  day  I  believe,  have  remained  the  un- 
diflurbed  poffeflbr  of  all  the  reft  of  her  fa- 
therms  dominions;  and  her  hufband,  the* 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  would  have  been  in  pof- 
fel&on  of  the  Imperial  throne, 

*  Did  we,  at  that  time,  purfue  this  falu- 
tary  meafure?  No,  Sir,  the  contrary  ap- 
pears not  only  from  our  Gazettes,  but 
from  our  parliamentary  knowledge;  for, 
from  the  papers  that  have  been  either  acci- 
dentally or  neceffarily  laid  before.  Parlia- 
ment, it  appears  that,  inftead  of  inlifting 
upon  the  court  of  Vienna  agreeing  to  the 
terms  offered  by  Pruffia,  we  rather  encou- 
raged them  in  their  obftinacy,  not  only  by 
our  memorials,  but  by  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
to  his  Parliament,  the  addrefles  of  both 
Houfes  thereupon,  and  by  fpeeches  made 
K  4  *  by 
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by  our  courtiers  againft  the  King  of  Pruilia« 
What  I  mean  is  his  Majefty*s  fpeech  on  the 
8th  of  April  1 74 1 J  the  famous  addrefies 
made  upon  thatoccafion,  for  guaranteeing 
the  dominions  of  Hanover,  and  the  grant 
of  300,000!.  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
fupport  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Every 
one  muft  remember  the  fpeeches  made  upon 
that  occafion,  by  fome  favourites  at  court, 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia;  and  .every  one 
muft  remember,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary was  not  then,  nor  for  fome  months 
after,  attacked  by  any  one  Prince  in  Europe, 
except  the  King  of  Pruflia;  therefore,  the 
court  of  Vienna  could  not  but  fuppofe  that 
both  the  court  and  nation  of  Great  Britain 
were  refolved  to  fupport  her,  not  only 
againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  but  contra 
omnes  mortales;  and  confequently  we  have 
no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  that  court's 
(hewing  an  unwillingnefs  to  part  with  fuch 
a  plentiful  country  as  thofe  lordfliips  of 
Silefia  claimed  by  the  King  of  Pruffia* 


*  This  I  fay,  Sir,  was  fuflScient  to  confirm 

•  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  her  obftinacy; 

♦  but  this  was  not  all.      We  had  not  only 

•  pro- 


or  THE  XARL  OF  CRATHAU.  153 

promlfed  her  our  affiftance  againft  the  King  ^  ^vt  ^* 
of  Pruffia,  but  we  had  actually  begun  a  ne-  ^"^^T^ 
gotiation  for  a  powerful  alliance  againft  that 
Prince,  and  for  parcelling  out  his  domi«, 
nions  amongft  the  allies.  We  had  folicited 
not  only  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  alfo 
the  Dutch  and  Mufcovites,  to  enter  into  this 
alliance;  and  we  had  been  at  the  expence 
of  taking  both  Danes  and  the  Heilians  into 
the  pj8ty  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  ufe  of 
this  alliance.  Nay,  even  Hanover  put  her- 
felf  to  a  great  expence  upon  this  occa* 
fion,  by  making  an  augmentation  of  near 
one  third  to  the  army  flie  had  on  foot, 
which  I  believe  was  the  firft  extraordinary 
expence  flie  was  put  to  (ince  her  happy  con- 
jundion  with  England,  notwithftanding 
the  great  acquiAtions  (he  has  frnce  made, 
and  the  many  expenfive  broils  England  has 
been  involved  in,  upon  the  fole  account  of 
that  Electorate.  Therefore,  if  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  fhewed  any  thing  like  obftinacy 
with  regard  to^  the  claims  of  Pruffia,  we 
may  eafily  perceive  to  whom  that  obftinacy 
ought  to  be  afcribed;  and  to  whom  only 
the  misfortunes  which  afterwards  befel  that 
Princefs  ought  moft  juftly  to  be  imputed. 

*  Whilft 
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Whilft  the  French  feemed  rcfolved  not  to 
interfere  in  the  afiairs  of  Germany,  it  was 
eafy  to  promife  her  our  affiftance.  It  was 
fafe  to  engage  in  fchemes  that  might  con- 
tribute to  her  fupport,  as  well  as  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  Hanover, 
becaufe  Pruflia  was  certainly  not  an  equal 
match  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  alone, 
and  much  lefs  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
fupportisd  by  Hanover,  and  the  whole 
power  of  Great  Brifain.  During  this  pof- 
ture  of  affairs,  I  fay  it  was  fafe  for  ^s,  that 
is  to  fay  it  was  fafe  for  Hanover,  to  pro- 
mife and  to  concert  fchemes  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  But  as  foon  as 
France  began  to  appear,  our  fch'emes  were 
all  dropt,  and  our  promifes  forgotten,  be- 
caufe it .  began  then  to  be  unfafe  for  Ha- 
nover to  engage  in  the  affair,  and  England 
moft  undoubtedly  is  not  to  regard  any  pro- 
mifes, or  to '  engage  in  any  fchemes,  which 
can  poffibly  bring  Hanover  into  any  danger 
or  diftrefs. 


*  From  this  time,  Sir,  we  thought  no 
•  more  of  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
/  except  by  thofe  grants  which  were  made  to 

'  her 
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*  her  by  Parliament.     Thefe  indeed  our  ml-  ^  ^^  ^• 

*  nifters  did  not   oppofe,    becaufe  they   are   v^nrx-^ 
^  fure  of  making,  fome  way  or  other,  a  job 

*  of  every  grant  made  by  Parliament:    But 

*  from  the  ufe  that  was  made,  or  rather  the 

*  no  ufe  that  was  made,  of  the  Danifh  and 

*  Heffian  troops,  notwithftanding  their  being 

*  continued  in  Britifh  pay,  and  from  the  in- 

*  fult  tamely  fuffered  by  our  fquadron  in  the 

*  Mediterranean,  we  muft  conclude  that  our 

*  minifters,  from  the  time  the  French  began 

*  to   interfere,    refolved,   and  were  perhaps 
^  afterwards  engaged,  to  give  the  Queen  of 

*  Hungary  no    affiftance    either  by   fea  or 

*  land.     Thus,  after  having  led  that  Princefs 

*  upon  the  ice  by  our  promifes,  we  left  her 

*  there,  to  fhift  for  herfelf ;  by  which  means 

*  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  came  to  be  chofen  Em- 

*  peror,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  ftripped 

*  of  a  great  part  of  its  dominions,  and  in  the 

*  utraoft  danger  of  being  ftript  of  all,  if  France 

*  had  been  fo  inclined ;  but  what  faved  the 
'  Houfe  of  Auftria  was,  France  had  a  mind 

*  to  have  the  power  of  that  Houfe  reduced, 

*  but  not  to  be  abfolutely  ruined ;  becaufe  the 

*  power  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  then  Em- 

*  peror,  would  have  been  raifed  to  a  higher 

2  /pitch 
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c  H^A  P.  ,c  pitch  than  was  confident  with  the  French 

*  fcheme,  which  was  to  make  the  Princes  of 

*  Germany  ruin  one  another  as  much  as  pof- 
^  fible,  and  then  to  make  fuch  a  partition  as 

*  fhould  render  the  Houfes  of  Bavaria,  Auf- 

*  tria,    Saxony,    and    Pruffia,     pretty   near 

*  equal ;  in  which  cafe  it  is  hirj  ]y  probable, 

*  and  the  French  have  n^^   :  t . .-    . .,  p^ed  to 

*  fay,  that  the  K'-.:  '^r'  Vxyil  ^'^  ;»  .'.m'  wnild 

*  not  have  been  io  J  ■  ;  .  .^  ?  Ji^-:  :.     ?    iirce 

*  made. 

*  This  prevented ^the  Frcn  "'ng 

*  fuch  a    powerful  army   into  ,  "as 

*  they  might  have  done  ;  and  by  i  .  n- 

*  dudl  of  the  generals  they  fent  t;.'  .  J 

*  the  good  condudl  of  the  Queen   oi   s     n- 

*  gary's  generals,  together  with  the  bravery 

*  of  her  troops,  her  affairs  in  Germany  took 

*  a  new  turn,  juft  about  the  time  of  the  late 

*  change  in  our  adminiftration ;  which  brings 

*  me  to  the  origin  of  the  meafures  that  are 

*  now    carrying  on;   and^  therefore  I  muft 

*  confider  the  pofture  of  the  affairs  of  Europe 

*  at  that  particular  time,  that  is,  in  February 

*  1742.     But  before  I  enter  upon  that  confi- 
^  deration,  I  muft  lay  this  down  as  a  ma^im 

*  which 
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which  this  nation  ought  always  to  obferve,  ^  %^  ^* 
that  though  it  be  our  intereft  to  preferve  a  '"TYT^ 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  yet,  as  we  are 
the  moft  remote  from  danger,  we  ought 
always  to  be  the  leaft  fufceptible  of  jealoufy, 
and  the  laft  to  take  the  alarm.  With  regard 
to  the  balance  of  power,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  this  balance  may  be  fupported  either  by 
having  one  (ingle  potentate  capable  of  op- 
pofing  and  defeating  any  ambitious  defign 
of  France,  or  by  having  a  well-connefted 
confederacy  fufEclent  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
Of  thefe  two  I  fhall  grant  that  the  firft  is 
the  moft  eligible,  when  it  can  be  had,  be- 
caufe  it  may  be  moft  fecurely  depended  on; 
but  when  this  cannot  be  had,  the  whole 
addrefs"  of  our  minifters  and  negotiators 
ought  to  be  employed  in  eftablifhiug  the  fe- 
cond. 

*  The  wifdom   of  the   firft   maxim.    Sir, 

muft  be  acknowledged  by  every  one  who 

confiders,  that  when  the  powers  upon  the 

continent  apply  to  us  to  join  with  them  in  a  . 

'  war  againft  France,  we  may  take  what  fhare 

'  in  the  war  we  think  fit;  whereas,  when  we 

'  apply  to  them,  they  will  prefcribe  to  us; 

*  and 
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and  whatever  art  fome  gentlemen  may  make 
ufe  of  to  frighten  themfelves,  or  to  frightea 
others,  when  it  ferves  their  purpofe,  with 
the  dependency  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
upon  France,  we  may  reft  fecure,  that  as 
often  as  they  are  in  any  real  danger  of 
heing  brought  under  fuch  a  dependency, 
they  will  unite  among  themfelves  to  prevent 
it,  and  will  call  upon  us  for  affiftance ;  nay, 
if  they  fhould  be  imperceptibly  brought 
under  fuch  a  dependency,  they  would,  as 
foon  as  they  perceived  it,  unite  amongft 
themfelves,  and  call  upon  us  to  join  with 
them  in  a  confederacy  againft  France,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  fliake  off  that  de- 
pendency ;  fo  that  we  can  never  be  obliged 
to  ftand  alone  in  fupporting  the  balance  of 
power,  nor  fhall  we  ever  have  occafion  to 
call  upon  our  neighbours  on  the  continent 
to  join  with  us  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  unlefs 
when  our  miniflers,  for  forae  purpofes  and 
defigns  of  their  own,  pretend  dangers 
which  have  no  real  foundation ;  for  Europe 
is  now  in  a  very  different  fituation  from 
what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Romans. 
Every  country  then  was  divided  into  fo 
many  fovereignties,  that  it  was  impoffible 

*  for 
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for  the  people  of  any  one  country  to  unite  ^  ^*^^* 
among  themfelyes,  and  much  more  for  two 
or  three  large  countries  to  unite  in  a  ge- 
neral confederacy  againft  the  overgrown 
power  of  the  Romans;  wheieasthis  is  now 
prafUcable,  and  always  may  be  pra£tifed  as 
often  as  France,  or  any  other  power  in 
Europe^  difcovers  a  real  defign  to  enflave 
the  reft. 

*  This  hrings  me  back  to  wh^t  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,*  that  the  balance  of  power, 
in  Europe,  may  be  maintained  by  a  confe- 
deracy! as  fecurely  as  it  can  be  by  fetting 
up  any  one  power  as  a  rival  to  the  power 
of  France.  And  now  let  me  examine 
which  of  thefe  two  methods  w^e  ought  to 
have  thought  on  in  February  1742.  The 
Imperial  diadem  was  then  gone  from  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria;  and  though  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's  troops  had  met  with  feme 
fuccefs  in  the  winter,  fhe  was  ftill  ftript  of 
a  great  part  of  the  Auftrian  dominions;  fo 
that  the  power  of  the  Houfe  was  much  in- 
ferior to  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  late 
Emperor's  death,  and  ftill  more  inferior  to 
what  it  was  in  the  year  171 6,  when  \\^ 

*  thought 
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thdUght  it  neceflary  to  add  Naples  and  Sicil/ 
to  its  former  acquiiitions,  in  order  to  make 
it  a  match  for  the  power  of  France.  Beflde 
this,  there  was  then  a  moft  powerful  con- 
federacy  againftthat  Houfe,  and  nojealoufy 
fubfifting  amongft  the  powers  of  Europe  of 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  France;  for  though 
that  court  had  aflifled  in  humiliating  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  they  had  difcovered  no 
defign  of  increafing  their  own  dominions. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  haughty  be- 
haviour of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  the 
height  that  Houfe  had  been  raifed  to,  a 
jealoufy  had  arifen  amongft  the  Princes  of 
Germany,  of  the  overgrown  power  of  that 
Houfe ;  which  jealoufy  had  firft  manifefted 
itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  was  at 
this  very  time  fubfifting,  not  only  in  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover,  but  alfo  in  moft  of  the 
fovereign  Houfes  of  Germany.  In  thefe 
circumftances  it  was  impoflible  for  our  mi- ' 
nifters,  however  weak  and  erroneous  we 
may  fuppofe  them,  to  think  of  reftoring 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  its  former  grandeur 
and  power,  or  of  fupporting  that  Houfe  as 
a  match  againft  the  power  of  France^  be- 
caufe  in  fuch  a  fcheme  they  muft  have  feen 

•  that 
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that  they  would  not  be  cordially  affifted  by 
any  power  in  Europe,  and  that  they  would 
be  oppofed,  not  only  by  France  and  Spain, 
but  by  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  and  ' 
Italy,  who  were  jealous  of  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria. 

*  In  thefe  circumftances,  what  was  this 
nation  to  do  ?  What  ought  our  minifters  to 
have  done  ?  Since  it  was  impoffible  to  efta- 
blifli  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  upon 
the  fingle  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
furely,  Sir,  it  was  our  bufinefs  to  think  of 
reftoring  the  peace  of  Germany  as  foon  as 
pofCble,  by  our  good  offices,  in  order 
thereby  to  eftablifh  a  confederacy  fufficient 
for  oppofing  France,  in  cafe  that  court 
(hould  afterwards  difcover  any  ambitious 
views.  It  was  not  now  fo  much  our  bufi- 
nefs  to  prevent  the  leffening  of  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  as  it  was  our  bufi- 
nefs  to  bring  about  a  fpeedy  reconciliation 
among  the  Princes  of  Germany,  and  to 
take  care  that  France  fhouLd  get  as  little  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  as  Ihe  faid  fhe  expedled 
by  the  war.  This,  I  fay,  ought  to  have 
been  our  chief  concern,  becaufe  the  preferv- 

VOL.  !•  L  *  atioa 
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ation  of  the  balance  of  power  was  now  no 
longer  to  depend  upon  the  fole  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  but  upon  the  joint 
power  of  a  confederacy  then  to  be  formed  ; 
and  till  the  Princes  of  Germany  were  re- 
conciled among  themfelyes,  there  was 
fcarcely  a  poflibility  of  forming  fuch  a  con- 
federacy. If  we  had  made  this  our  fcheme, 
the  Dutch  would  have  joined  heartily  in  it. 
The  Germanic  body  would  have  joined  in 
it ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  might  have 
been  reftored  without  putting  this  nation  to 
any  expence,  or  diverting  us  from  the  pro- 
fecution  of  our  juft  and  neccflary  war 
againft  Spain,  in  cafe  our  differences  with 
that  nation  could  not  have  been  adjufted  by 
the  treaty  for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Ger- 
many. 


*  But  our  new  minifter,   as  I  have  faid, 

*  ran  into  an  extreme  quite  oppofite  to  that 

*  of  the  old. 


*  Our  former  miniftcr  thought  of  nothing 
but  negotiating,  when  he  ought  to  have 
thought  of  nothing  but  war;  and  the  prefent 
miaifter  has  thought  of  nothing  but  war, 


or 
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*  or  at  leaft  the  refemblance  of  it,  when  he  ^  ^^  ^• 
'  ought  to  have  thought  of'  nothing  but  ne-   ^^7^ 

*  gotiation. 

*  A  refolution  was  taken,  and  preparations 

*  were  made,  for  fending  a  body  of  our  troops 

*  to  Flanders,  even  before  we  had  any  hopes 

*  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's  deferting  his  alii- 

*  ance  with  France,  and  without  our  being    . 

*  called  on  to  do  fo  by  any  one  power  in 

*  Europe :  I  fay,  Sir,  by  any  one  power  in 

*  Europe;  for  I  defy  our  minifters  to  fliew 

*  that  even-  the  Queen  of  Hungary  defired 

*  any  fuch  thing  before  it  was  refolved  on,    I 

*  believe  fome  of  her  minifters  were   free 

*  enough    to  declare  that  the  money  thofe 

*  troops  coft  would  have  done  her  much  more 

*  fervice  ;  and  I  am  fure  we  were  fo  far  from 

*  being  called  on  by  the  Dutch  to  do  fo,  that 

*  it  was  refolved  on  without  their  participa- 

*  tion,  and  the  meafures  carried  into  execu- 

*  tion,  I  believe,  exprefsly  contrary  to  their 

*  advice. 

.    '   .      f 

^  This  refolution,    Sir,    was  fo  far  from 

*  having    any  Influence    on    the   King    of 

*  Pruffia,  that  he  continued  firm  to  his  alli- 

L  2  *  ance    ^ 
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ance  with  France,  and  fought  the  battle  of 
Crotfkai  after  he  knew  it  was  taken;  and  if 
he  had  continued  firm  in  the  fame  fenti<^ 
ments,  I  am  very  fure  our  troops  neither 
would  nqr  could  have  been  of  the,  leaft  fer- 
vice  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  but  the 
battle  of  Crotfka  fully  convinced  him  that 
the  French  defigned  chiefly  to  play  one 
German  Prince  againft  another,  in  order  to 
weaken  both;  and  perhaps  he  had  before 
then  difcovered  that,  according  to  the 
French  fcheme,  his  fhare.  of  Silefia  was  not 
to  be  fo  confiderable  as  he  expe<3:ed,  Thefe 
confiderations,  and  not  the  eloquence  or 
addrefs  of  any  of  our  minifters,  inclined  him 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  Queen  of 
Hungary ;  and  as  fhe  was  now  convinced 
that  fhe  could  not  depend  upon  our  pro- 
mifes,  (he  readily  agreed  to  his  terms, 
though  his  demands  were  now  much  more 
extravagant  than  they  were  at  firft;  and 
what  is  worfe,  they  were  now  unaccom- 
panied with  any  one  promife  or  confidera- 
tion,  except  that  of  a  neutrality;  whereas 
his  firft  demands  were  made  palatable  by  the 
tender  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  by  the 
promife  of  his  utm()ft  aififtance,  not  only  in 

*  fup. 
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fupporting  the  Pragmatic  Sandlon,  but  in  ^  ^^  ^* 
raifing  her  huiband^  the  Duke  of  Lorrain, 
to  the  Imperial  throne.  Nay,  he  even  in* 
finuated  that  he  would  embrace  the  firft 
opportunity  to  aflift  in  procuring  her  Houfe 
an  equivalent  for  whatever  p  art  of  Silefia  flxe 
ihould  yield  up  to  him. 

•  This  accommodation  between  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and 
that  which  foon  after  followed  between  her 
andtheDukeofSaxony,producedavery  great 
alter^ion  in  the  affairs  of  Europe ;  but  as 
they  promifed  nothing  but  a  neutrality,  and 
as  the  Dutch  abfolutely  refufed  to  join^ 
either  with  the  Qu?cn  of  Hungary  or  us, 
in  any  ofienfive  meafures  againft  France,  it 
was  flill  impoffible  for  us  to  think  of  re- 
floring  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  to  fuch 
power  as  to  render  it  a  match  for  the 
power  of  France;  therefore  we  ought 
Hill  to  have  thought  of  nothing  but  nego- 
tiation, in  order  to  reftore  the  peace  of 
Germany,  by  an  accommodation  between 
her  and  the  Emperor;  and  the  diftreffes 
which  the  Bavarian  and  French  armies  in 
^  Germany  were  drove  to,  fumifhcd  us  with 
L  3  *  fucl^ 
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*  fuch  an  opportunity  as  wc  ought  by  all 

*  means  to  have  embraced,  and  to  have  in- 

*  fifted  on  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  doing  the 

*  fame,  under  the  pain  of  being' entirely  dc- 

*  ferted  by  us.     A  peace  was  offered  both  by 

*  the  Emperor  and  the  French,  upon  the  mo- 

*  derate  terms  of  Utt  Pojftdttis^  with  refpe£b 

*  to  Germany;  but,  for  what  reafon  I  can- 

*  not  comprehend,  we  were  fo  far  from  ad- 
^  vifmg  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  accept, 

*  that  I  believe  we  advifed  her  not  to  accept,  of 

*  the  terms  offered^ 

*  This,    Sir,   was  a  conduct  in   our  mi- 

*  niftcrs  fo  very  extraordinary,  fo  diredly 
^  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  and 

*  the  fecurity  of  the  balance  of  power,  that  I 

*  can  fuggeft  to  myfelf  no  one  reafon  for  it, 

*  but  their  being  refolved  to  put  this  nation  to 
^  the  expence  of  maintaining  16,000  Hano-> 
^  verians;  and  this,  I  am  afraid,  was  the  true 

*  motive  our  new  rninifters  had  at  firft  for  all 

*  the  warlike  meafures  they  refolved  on.  No- 

*  thing  will  now  fatisfy  us  but  a  conqueft  of 

*  Alface  and  Lorrain,  in  order  to  give  them  to 

*  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  as  an  equivalent  for 

*  what  Ihe  hud  loft  j  and  this  we  refolved  on, 

*  or 
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*  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  refolve  on,  at  a  time  chap* 

*  when  France  and  Pruffia  were  in  clofe  con-  ^i— v--^ 

*  junfl:xon;   at  a  time  when  no  one  of  the 
^  powers  of  Europe  could  aifift  us ;  at  a  time 

*  when  none  of  them  entertained  any  jealoufy 
'  of  the  ambitious  defigns  of  France ;  and  at 

*  a  time  when  moft  of  the  Princes  of  Germany 

*  entertained  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  the  power  of 
^  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  we  had  great 

*  reafon  to  apprehend  the  whole  Germanic 
^  body,  at  leaft  the  moft  confiderable  Princes 

*  of  Germany,  joining  againft  us,  in  cafe  we 

*  fhould  meet  ^^lih  any  fuqcefs# 

*  Sir,  if  our  minifters  were  really  ferious 

*  in  this  fcheme,  it  was  one  of  the  moft  ro- 

*  mantic  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of 

*  any  Englilh  Don  Quilcote}    and   if  they 

*  made  this  only  a  pretence  for  putting  this 
^  nation  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  1 6,000 

*  Hanoverians,    or  of  acquiring  fome  new 

*  territory  for  the  Eledlorate  of  Hanover,  I 
^  am  fure    no  Britifh   Houfe  of   Conimons 

*  ought  to  approve  of  their  conduft, 

*  It  is  ridiculous  to  fay.  Sir,  that  we  could 
^  not  advife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  accept 
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'  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  Emperor  and 
^  France,  when  their  troops  were  cooped  up 
^  in  the  city  of  Prague,  becaufe  thefe  terms 
^  were  offered  with  a  view  only  to  get  their 
^  troops  at  lit>erty,  and  to  take  the  lirft  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  attack  her  with  more  vigour. — 

*  This,    I  fay,  is  ridiculous,  becaufe,  if  fhc 

*  had   accepted   of  the   terms   offered,    fhe 

*  might  have   had  them  guaranteed  by  the 

*  Dutch,  by  the  German  body,  and  by  all 

*  the  powerful  Princes  of  Germany,  which 

*  would  have  brought  all  thefe  powers  into  a 

*  confederacy  with  us  againft  the  Emperor 

*  and  France,  if  they  had  afterwards  attacked 

*  her  in  Germany;  and  all  of  them,  but  ef- 

*  pecially  the  Dutch  and  the  King  of  Pruffia, 

*  would  have  been  ready  to  have  joined  us, 

*  if  the  French  had  attacked  her  in  Flanders. 

*  It   is  equally  ridiculous  to  fay,    that   Ihe 

*  could  not  accept  of  thefe   terms,    becaufe 

*  they  contained  nothing  for  the  fecurity  of 

*  her  dominions  in  Italy  ;  for  fuppofe  the  war 

*  had  continued  in  Italy,  if   the  Queen  of 

*  Hungary  had  been  fafe  upon  the  fide  of 

*  Germany,   fhe  could  have  poured   fuch  a 

*  number  of  troops  into  Italy,  as  would  have 

*  been  fufEcient  for  oppoling  and  defeating 

*  all 
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all  the  armies  that  both  the  French  and  chap. 


Spaniards  could  have  fent  to,  and  main* 
tained  in  that  country;  fince  we  could,  by 
our  fuperior  fleets,  have  made  it  impoflTible 
for  the  French  and  Spaniards  to  maintain 
great  armies  in  that  country. 

*  No  reafon  can  therefore  be  aifigned  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary's  refufing  the  terms 
offered  her  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of 
Germany,  but  this  alone,  that  we  had  pro- 
mifed  to  ailifl  her  fo  efiedually  as  to  enable 
her  to  conquer  a  par^  of  France,  by  way  of 
equivalent  for  what  fhe  had  loft  in  Germany 
and  Italy;  and  fuch  an  afliftance  as  is 
neither  our  intereft  nor  in  our  power  to 
give,  as  the  circumftances  of  Europe  ftand 
at  prefent.  I  am  really  furprifed  how  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  came  to  truft  a  fecond 
time  to  our  promifes ;  for  I  may  venture  to 
prophefy  that  fhe  will  find  herfelf  a  fecond 
time  deceived.  We  fhall  only  put  ourfelves 
to  a  vaft  needlefs  expence,  as  we  did  when 
fhe  was  firft  attacked  by  Pruffia,  and  may 
give  France  a  pretence  for  conquering 
Flanders,  without  raifmg  any  jealoufy  in 
the  other  powers  of  Europe,  which  other- 

*  wife 
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wife  fhe  would  not  have  done;  or  we  may 
bring  the  Queen  of  Hungary  a  fecond  time 
to  the  rerge  of  deftrudion,  and  leave  her 
there;  for  that  we  certainly  fhall  do,  as 
foon  as  Hanover  comes  to  be  a  fecond  time 
in  danger.  From  all  which  I  muft  conclude, 
that  our  prefent  fcheme  of  politics  is  funda* 
mentally  wrong,  and  that  the  '  longer  we 
continue  to  build  upon  fuch  a  foundation,  the 
more  dangerous  it  will  be  for  us.  The 
whole  fabric  will  involve  this  \infortunate 
nation  in  its  ruins, 

*  But  now,  Sir,  let  us  fee  how  we'  have 
profecuted  this  fcheme,  bad  as  it  is,  during 
the  laft  campaign.  As  this  nation  muft 
bear  the  chief  part  of  the  expence,  it  wa% 
certjunly  our  bufmefs  to  profecute  the  war 
with  all  poffible  vigour,  to  come  to  adlion 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  to  pulh  every  ad- 
vantage to  the  utmoft.  Since  we  foon 
found  we  could  not  attack  the  French  upon 
the  fide  of  Flanders,  why  were  our  troops 
fo  long  marching  into  Germany?  Or  indeed 
I  ftiould  alk,  why  our  army  was  not  firft 
affembled  in  that  country  ?  Why  did  they 
continue  fo  long  inadivc  upon  the  Maine? 
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*  If  our  army  was  not  numerous  enough  for 

*  attacking  the  French,  why  were  the  Hef- 
^  fians  left  behind  for  fome  time  in  Flanders? 

*  Why  did  we  not  fend  over  20,000  of  thofe 

*  regular  troops  that  were  lying  idle  here  at 

*  home  ?  How  to  anfwer  all  thefe  queftions  I 

*  cannot  tell;    hut  it    is  cert^n  we  never 

*  thought  of  attacking  the  French  army  in 

*  our  neighbourhood,  and  I  believe  expe^ed 

*  very  little  to  be  attacked.  Nay,  I  doubt 
^  much  if  any  adion  would  have  happened 
^  during  the  whole  campaign^  if  the  French 
^  had  not,  by  the  mifcondud  of  fome  one  or 

*  other  of  our  generals,  caught  our  army  in 

*  a  hofe-net,  from  which  it  could  not  have 

*  efcaped,  if  the  French  generals  had  all  oh- 

*  ferved  the  diredions  of  their  commander  in 
^  chief,  and  had  thought  only  of  guarding 

*  and  fortifying  themfelves  in  the  defiles,  and 

*  marching  up  to  attack  our  troops.      Thank 

*  God,  the  courage  of  fome  of  the  French 
^  generals  got  the  better  of  their  difcretion,  as 

*  well  as  their  military  difcipline.     This  made 

*  them  attack,   inftead  of  waiting  to  be  at<* 

*  tacked ;  and  by  the  bravery  of  the  Englifh 

*  foot,  and  the  cowardice  of  their  own,  they 

*  met  with  a  feverc  repmlfe,  which  put  their 

*  whole 


f743« 


17* 


'743- 


ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

*  whole  army  into  confufion,  and  obliged  it 

*  to  retire  with  precipitation  over  the  Maine, 

*  by  which  our  army  efcaped  the  fnare  they 

*  had  been  led  into,  and  got  free  liberty  to 

*  purfue  their  retreat  to  HanaUt 


*  This,  Sir,  was  a  fignal  advantage ;  but 
did  we  pufh  this  advantage  ?  Did  we  pur- 
fue the  enemy  in  their  precipitate  retreat 
over  a  great  riVer,  where  many  of  them 
muft  have  been  loft,  had  they  been  clofely 
purfued?  Did  we  endeavour  to  take  the 
icaft  advantage  of  the  confufion  they  had 
been  thrown  into  by  their  unexpefted  re- 
pulfc  ?  No,  Sir,  the  ardour  of  our  Britifh 
troops  was  reftrained  by  the  cowardice  of 
the  Hanoverian;  and  inftead  of  purfuing 
the  enemy,  we  ourfelves  ran  away  in  the 
night-time,  and  in  fuch  hafte,  that  we  left 
all  our  wounded  to  the  mercy  and  care  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  likewife  the  honour 
of  burying  our  dead,  as  well  as  their  own. 
This  adiion  may  therefore,  on  our  fide,  be 
called  a  lucky  efcape;  but  I  fhall  never  give 
my  confent  to  honour  it  with  the  name  of  a 
victory. 


After 
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*  After  this  efcape,  Sir,  oijr  army  was  ^^ap* 
joined  by  a  very  large  reinforcement.  Did  ^^"^"^^"^ 
this  revive  our  courage,  or  give  us  any 
better  ftomach  for  fighting?  Not  a  bit,  Sir* 
Though  the  French  continued  for  fome  time 
upon  the  Germanfideof  the  Rhine,  we  never 
offered  to  attack  them,  or  to  give  them  the 
leaft  difturbance.  At  laft,  upon  Prince 
Charles's  approach  with  the  Auftrian  army 
under  his  command,  the  French  not  only 
re-paffed  the  Rhine,  but  retired  quite  out 
of  Germany ;  and  as  the  Auftrian  army  and 
the  allied  army  might  then  have  joined,  and 
might  both  have  paffed  the  Rhine  without 
oppofition  at  Mentz,  or  almoft  any  where 
in  the  Palatinate,  it  was  expedled  that  both 
armies  would  have  marched  together  into 
Lorrain,  or  in  fcarch  of  the  French  army, 
in  order  to  force  them  to  a  battle;  but  in- 
ftead  of  this.  Prince  Charles  marched  up  the 
German  fide  of  the  Rhine — to  do  what  ? 
To  pafs  that  great  river,  in  the  fight  of  a 
French  army  equal  in  number  to  his  own, 
which,  without  fome  extraordinary  negleft 
in  the  French,  was  impra£ticable;  and  foit 
was  found  by  experience.  So  that  the 
whole  campaign,  upon  that  fide,  was  con*- 

•  fumed 
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*  On  the  other  fide,  I  mean  that  of  the  al- 
lied army,  was  there  any  thing  done  of 
confequence?  I  know  of  nothing  but  that 
of  fending  a  party  of  Huflars  into  Lorrain 
with  a  manifefto.  The  armyj  indeed, 
pafled  the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  and  marched  up 
to  the  French  lines  upon  the  frontier  of  AI- 
face,  but  never  offered  to  pafs  thofe  lines 
until  the  French  had  abandoned  them,  I  be- 
lieve with  a  defign  to  draw  our  army  into 
fome  fnare;  for  upon  the  French  returning 
again  towards  thofe  lines,  we  retired  with 
much  greater  hafle  than  we  had  advanced, 
though  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  were  then 
come  up,  and  pretended,  at  leafl,  to  be 
ready  to  join  our  army  ;  though,  as  I  have 
heard,  they  found  a  pretence  for  never 
coming  into  the  line;  and  I  doubt  much  if 
they  would  have  marched  with  us  to  attack 
the  French  army  in  their  own  territories,  or 
to  invefl  any  of  their  fortified  places;  for 
I  muft  obferve,  that  the  French  lines  upon 
the  Queick  were  not,  as  to  fome  part  of 
them,  within  the  territories  of  France,    But 
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*  fuppofe  this  Dutch  detachment  had  been 
'  ready  to  march  with  us  to  attack  the  French 

*  in  their  own  territories,  or  to  inveft  fome  of 

*  their  fortified  places,  it  could  have  given 

*  me  no  joy;  and  therefote  I  cannot  join  in 

*  any  congratulations  upon  -  that  event ;  for  a 

*  fmall  detadhment  of  Dutch  troops  can  never 

*  enaSle  us  to  execute  the  vaft  fcheme  we  have 

*  undertaken.     The  whole  force  of  that  Re- 

*  public  would  not  be  fufEcient  for  that  pur- 

*  pofe;  becaufe  we  fliould  have  the  majority 

*  of  the  Empire  againft  us ;  and  therefore  if 

*  the  Dutch  had  joined  totis  viribus  in  our 

*  fcheme,  inftead  of  congratulating  1  fliould 

*  have  bemoaned  their  running  ma4  by  our 

*  example,  and  at  our  inftigation, 

*  Having  now  briefly  examined  our  con- 

*  duft  during  the  laft  campaign,   from  the 

*  few  remarks  I  have  made,  I  believe,  Sir,  it 

*  will  appear  that,  fuppofmg  our  fcheme  to 

*  be  in  itfelf  poflible  and  pradlicable,  we  have 

*  no  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  if  it  be  not 

*  profecuted  with  more  vigour  and  better  con- 

*  duft  than  it  was  during  the  laft  campaign. 

*  While  we  continue  in  the  profecution  of 
'  this  fcheme,  the  Hanoverians  indeed  will 

'  be 
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be  confidcrable  gainers,  let  whoever  will  be 
the  lofer,  becaufe  they  will  draw  4  or 
500,0001.  yearly  from  this  nation,  over  and 
above  what  they  have  annually  drawn  from 
us  ever  fince  they  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  united  with  us  under  the  fame  fovereign. 
But  we  ought  to  confider,  even  the  Hano- 
verians ought  to  confider,  that  this  nation  is 
not  now  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  an  ex- 
penfive  war,  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  as  it 
did  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  We  may 
fund  it  out  for  a  year,  two  or  three,  but  we 
are  now  fo  much  in  debt  that  if  we  go  on 
for  a  few  years,  adding  millions  to  it  every 
year,  our  credit  will  certainly  at  laft,  I  am 
afraid  fooner  than  fome  amongft  us  imagine, 
be  undone;  and  if  this  misfortune  fhould 
happen  to  us,  neither  Hanover  nor  any 
other  foreign  ftate  would  be  able  to  draw  a 
fhilling  more  from  us.  A  flop  to  our  public 
credit  would  put  an  end  to  our  paper  cur- 
rency. An  univerfal  bankruptcy  would 
enfue,  and  all  the  little  ready  money  left 
amongft  us  would,  by  the  happy  pofTeflbrs, 
be  locked  up  in  iron  chefts,  or  hid  in  bye- 
corners.  It  would  then  be  impoffible  to 
raife  our  taxes,  and  confequently  impoflSble 

*  to 
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to  mountain  either  fleets  or  armies;  Oiir  ^  ^^  ^• 
troops  abroad  would  be  obliged  to  enteh: 
into  the  fervice  of  any  prince  that  could 
maintain  them,  and  dur  troops  at  home 
would  be  obliged  to  live  upon  free  quarter. 
Nay,  this  they  could  not  do  long ;  for  the 
fanner  would  neither  fow  nor  reSip  if  he 
found  his  produce  taken  from  him  by  the 
ftarving  foldien  In  thefe  circumftances  I 
muft  defire  the  real  friends  of  our  prefeht 
happy  eftablilhmcnt  to  confider  what  might 
be  the  confequcnce  of  the  Pretender's  being 
landed  amongft  us  at  the  head  of  a  French 
army.  Would  not  he  be  looked  upon  by 
moft  as  a  third  Saviour  ?  Would  not  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  join  with  him,  in  ordtt 
to  refcue  the  nation  from  thofe  that  had 
brought  it  into  fuch  confufion  ? 

*  TTus  danger,  Sir,  is,  1  hope,  one  of  thofe 
that  may  be  called  imaginary;  but  I  am 
fure  it  is  far  from  being  fo  imaginary  as  that 
we  have  been  frightened  with  in  this  debate, 
of  al}  the  powers  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
being  brought  under  fuch  a  flavifh  depend- 
ence upon  France  as  to  join  with  that  nation 
in  conquering  this  ifland,  or  in  bringing  it 

VOL,  !•  M  *  under 
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CHAP,  c  under  the  fame  flavifh  dependence  with 
*  themfelves* 


^  I  bad  almoft  forgot,  Sir,  to  take  notice 
of  the  famous  treaty  of  Worms;  and  I  wifli 
after-ages  may  never  take  notice  of  it,  I 
wifh  it  could  be  erafed  out  of  our  annals,  as 
well  as  records,  fo  as  never  to  be  hereafter 
mentioned;  for  that  treaty,  with  its  appen* 
dix,  the  convention  that  followed  it,  is  one 
of  themoft  deftruftive,  unjuft,  and  ridiculous 
treaties  we  ev^r  made.  By  that  treaty  wc 
have  taken  upon  ourfelves  a  burthen  which 
I  think  impoffible  for  us  to  fupport;  and  we 
have  engaged  in  fuch  an  aft  of  injuftice  to- 
wards Genoa  as  muft  alarm  all  Europe,  and 
give  the  French  a  fignal  advantage;  for  from 
thence  all  the  princes  of  Europe  will  fee 
what  regard  we  have  to  juftice,  where  wc 
think  we  have  power;  and  therefore  moft 
of  them  will  probably  join  with  France  in 
curtailing  our  power,  or  at  leaft  in  prevent- 
,  ing  its  increafe.  The  alliance  of  Sardinia 
and  his  afliftaivce  may,  I  admit,  be  of  great 
ufe  to  us  in  defeating  the  defigns  of  the 
Spaniards  in  Italy;  but  gold  itfelf  may  be 
bought  too  dear;  and  I  am  afraid  we  fliall 

*  fiftd 
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find  the  purchafe  we  have  made  to  be  at  leaft  ^  \^  ^• 
but  a  precarious  bargain,  efpecially  if  Sar- 
dinia Ihould  be  attacked  by  France  as  well* 
as  Spain,  which  will  be  the  certain  confe- 
quence  of  the  fcheme  of  politics  we  are  now 
purfuing.  For  thefe  reafons,  Sir,  I  hope 
no  gentleman,  nor  even  any  minifter,  will 
expert  that  I  ihould  declare  my  fatisfadlion 
at  that  treaty's  being  concluded. 

*  It  is  very  furprifmg.  Sir,  to  hear  gentle- 
men talk  of  the  great  advantage  of  unani- 
mity in  our  proceedings,  when  at  the  fame 
time  they  are  doing  all  they  can  to  prevent 
unanimity.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  in- 
tended that  what  he  propofed  fhould  be 
unanimoufly  agreed  to,  he  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  ancient  cuftom  of  Parliament, 
which  fomeof  his  new  friends  have  fo  often 
upon  former  occafions  recommended.  It  is 
a  new  doftrine  to  pretend  that  we  ought  in 
our  addrefs  to  return  fome  fort  of  anfwer  to 
every  thing  mentioned  in  his  Majefty's 
fpeech.  It  is  a  dodrine  that  has  prevailed 
only  fmce  oui:  Parliaments  began  to  look 
more  like  a  French  than  an  Englilh  Parlia- 
ment; and  now  we  pretend  to  be  fuch  ene* 
M  2  '  mies 
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mies  to  France,  I  fufpeded  wc  flioiild  hare 
laid  afide  this  dodtrine.     The  very  method 
of  proceeding  in  Parliament  muft  fhew  this 
dodrine  to  be  falfe.      His  Majefty's  fpcech 
is  not  now  fo  much  as  under  our  confidera- 
tion,   but  upon  a  previous  order  for  that 
purpofe  J  therefore  we  cannot  now  properly 
take  notice  of  its  contents,  any  further  than 
to   determine  whether  we  ought  to  return 
thanks  for  it  or  no ;  for  even  this  is  what 
we  may  refufe,  without  being  guilty  of  any 
breach  of  duty  to  our  Sovereign  ;  but  this  I 
believe  no  gentleman  would  have  thought 
of  if  the  hon.  gentleman   who  made  this 
motion  had  not  tacked  to  it  a  long  and  ful- 
fome  panegyric  ,upon  the  conduct  of  our 
minifters,       I  am  convinced  no  gentleman 
wowld  have  objefled  againft  our  expreffing 
our  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  our  zeal  for 
his  fervice,  in  the   inoft  ftrong  and  affec- 
tionate terms;    nor  would  any  gentleman 
have  refufed  to   congratulate  his    Majefty 
upon  any  fortunate  event  happening  to  the 
royal    family;    and    the    hon.    gentleman 
would  have  defired  no  more  if  he  had  in* 
tended  that  his   motion  fhculd  be  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to;  but  as  minifters  are  ge- 

•  nerally 
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nerally  the  authors  and  drawers  up  of  the 
motion,  they  always  have  a  greater  regard 
for  themfelves  than  for  the  fcrvice  of  their 
Sovereign;  and  this  is  the  true  reafon  why 
fuch  motions  feldom  meet  with  an  unani* 
mous  approbation^ 

*  As  for  the  danger,  Sir,  of  our  returning, 
or  not  returning,  to  our  national  cuftom 
upon  this  occafion,  I  think  it  lies  wholly 
upon  the  fide  of  our  not  returning.  I  have 
fhewn  that  the  meafures  we  are  now  purfu- 
ing  are  fundamentally  wrong,  and  that  the 
longer  we  do  purfue  them,  the  heavier  our 
misfortunes  will  be.  Unlefs  fome  fignal 
provideace  intervenes,  experience,  I  am 
fure,  will  confirm  what  I  fay.  By  the  im-* 
mediate  intervention  of  Providence,  we  may, 
it  is  tnie,  fuccecd  in  the  moft  improbable 
fchemes ;  but  Providence  feems  to  be  againft 
us.  The  fooner  therefore  we  repent,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  us;  and  unlefs  repent-^ 
ancc  begins  in  this  Houfe,  1  fhall  expert  it 
no  where  elfe,  till  dire  experience  has  con-^ 
vinced  us  of  our  being  in  the  wrong. 

M  3  •  For 
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*  For  this  reafon  I  hope  and  I  wifli  that 
'  we  may  now  begin  to  put  a  flop  to  the  far- 
^  ther  profecution   of  thcfe  deftrudive  and 

*  dangerous  meafures,  by  refufing  them  our 

*  approbation.      If  we  put  a  negative  upon 

*  this  queftion,  it  may  awaken  our  minifters 

*  out  of  their  deceitful  dream.     If  we  agree  to 

*  it,  they  will  dream  on  till  they  have  dreamed 

*  Europe  and  their  country,  as  well  as  them- 

*  felves,  into  perdition.     If  they  ftop   now, 
^  the  nation  may  recover;  but  if  byfuch   a 

*  flattering  addrefs  we  encourage  them  to  go 

*  on,  it  may  foon  become  impoffible  for  them 

*  to  retreat;  and  therefore,  for  the  fake  of 

*  Europe,   as  well  as  my   country,    I   fhali 

*  moll   heartily  join'  in  putting  a  negative 

*  upon  this  queftion.* 

The  addrefs  was  agreed  to. 

1:44-  On  the  1 2th  of  January  1744,  the  report 

from  the  Committee  of  Suppily  being  made  to 
the  Houfc,  viz.  "  That  634,344!.  be  granted 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  21,358  effeftivc 
men,  to  be  employed  in -Flanders  in  1744," 
Mr.  Pitt  fpokc  againft  agreeing  with  the  com- 
I  *  mittec. 
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mittee^   in  this  refolution,  to  the  following  chap. 
purport :  v-^n^-v^ 
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*  As  it  ig  not  the  cuftom,  at  this  time,  to  speech 
lay  before  Parhament  any  information  of  ingtroopt 

'  ,  '  toFlandcrt. 

our  public  meafures,  which,  as  well  as  the 
motives  for  adopting  them,  are  too  great 
fecrets  to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfe,  I 
prbteft  I  know  nothing  of  them ;  nor  can  I,  • 
from  any  public  appearances,  judge  of  them. 
No  man  can,  who  has  not  an  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  with  fome  of  our  minifters  of 
the  clofet,  which,  I  thank  God,  I  have  not; 
and  therefore  if  I  miftake,  or  miftate,  our 
late  or  prefent  meafures,  I  hope  the  gentle- 
rrien,  who  think  themfelves  happy  in  having 
fuch  a  correfpondence,  will  excufe  me. 

*  There  are  two  points.  Sir,  which  ought 
to  be  confidered,  and  fully  difcufled,  before 
we  agree  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion; 
and  they  are,  firft,  the  end  of  our  giving 
affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  and, 
fecond,  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  give 
that  affiftance.  If  the  French  ftill  infift 
upon  taking  a  great  part  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary's  dominions  in    Germany   from 

^.  M4  •  her, 
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her,  and  giving  them  to  the  Emperor,  in 
order  to  induce  him  to  agree  to  their  taking 
Flanders,  or  fomething  elfe,  to  themfelves, 
I  think  we  ought  to  endeavour,  totis  viribus^ 
to  prevent  fuch  a  fcheme's  taking  effeft ;  be- 
caufe  I  am,  and  always  have  been,  of  opi-* 
nion,  that  the  monarchy  of  France  is  al- 
ready more  powerful  than  is  confident  with 
the  fafety  of  Europe.  I  thought  fo  even  before 
they  made  the  acquifition  of  Lorrain,  which 
they  were  permitted  to  do,  by  a  moft  cri-? 
minal  connivance  of  our  minifters,  at  a 
time  when  we  had  a  better  opportunity 
than,  I  am  afraid,  we  (hall  ever  have  again, 
for  reducing  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  If  this,  therefore,  were  the  end 
of  our  giving  'affift^nce  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  I  (hould  approve  of  our  giving^ 
her  ouF  utmoft  affiftance ;  yet,  even  in  this 
cafe,  I  fhould  not  agree  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's motion,  becaufe  I  do  not  approve  of 
the  manner  he  propofes  for  giving  her  our 
iflfli  fiance. 


-  But,  Sir,  if  the  French  have  entirely  de- 
parted from  this  fcheme;  if  they  departed 
from  it  as  foon  as  they  found  themfelve§ 

*  aban- 


«744- 


OF  THE  EAUL  OF  CHATHAM.  ill 

abandoned  by  Pniffia  and  Saxony;  if  they 
were  then  willing,  as  I  believe  they  were, 
to  reftore  the  peace  of  Germany,  upon  the 
fingle  condition  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary's 
reftoring  to  the  Emperor  his  hereditary  do- 
minions, I  thiink  we  ought  not  to  have  en- 
couraged her  by  our  afliftance  to  have  con- 
tinued the  war  in  Germany,  and  much  lefs 
ought  we  to  encourage  her,  which  I  am 
afraid  we  do,  to  think  of  procuring,  by  our 
affiftance,  an  equivalent  from  France,  for 
what  flie  has  yielded  to  Pruflia  and  Saxony 
in  Germany,  If  this  be  the  end  of  our  af- 
fifting  her,  I  difapprove  of  the  end  as 
much  as  I  do  of  the  manner;  and  I  difap- 
prove of  it,  not  becaufe  I  (hould  not  be  glad 
to  fee  the  power  of  France  reduced,  but  be- 
caufe I  think  the  prefent  a  very  improper 
time  either  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or 
us  to  think  of  it.  There  is  a  certain  fpirit 
which  prevails,  and  by  which  courts  as  well 
as  private  men  are  governed.  This  fpirit  a 
wife  and  confiderate  minifter  will  always 
have  great  regard  to,  and  will  take  his 
meafures  accordingly;  for  the  world  is  not 
to  be  direfted  by  every  whim  that  may 
enter  into  the  head  of  an  ignorant  though 

*  enters 
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*  enterpriiing     minifter.        The     ambitious 

*  fchemcs   of  the  late  King  of  France  had 

*  raifed  a  fpirit  of  jcaloufy  againft  that  mo- 

*  narchy,  in  almoft  every  court  of  Europe, 

*  which  produced  feveral  confederacies  againft 

*  it;  and  one  at  laft  which  brought  it  to  the 

*  brink  of  perdition.      Since   his  death  the 

*  court  of  France,  being  made  fenfible  by  ex- 

*  perience  of  the  danger  of  raifmg  fuch  a 
^  fpirit,  have  guarded  againft  doing  fo  as  much 

*  as  poflible,  fo  that  there  is  now  no  fuch  fpirit 

*  in  any  court  in  Europe;  but,  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  there  is  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  among  all 

*  the  Princes  of  Germany  againft  the  power 
*-of  the  Houfe  of  Auflxia;  therefore  no  one 

*  court  in  Europe  will  join  with  us  and  the 

*  Queen  of  Hungary  in  this  projeft  againft 
'  France. 

*  When  I  fay  fo,   Sir,    I   mean  humanly 

*  fpeaking;  for  the  race  I  know  is  not  to  the 
'  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong.  Suppofe 
'  then  that  Providence  fliould  work  miracles 
'  in  our  favour,  and  give  us  unexpedied  fuc- 
'  cefs  againft  France  in  the  execution  of  this 
'  dcfign.     Suppofe  thcii*  armies,  like  that  of 

*  the  Midianites,  fliould  fet  every   man  his 

'    *  fword 
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*  fword  againft  his  fellow,  and  their  walls,  ^  ^^  ^' 

'  like  thofe  of  Jericho*  fall  down  flat  before   *--^'-*^ 
-'  ^  1744- 

*  us;  yet  can  we  fuppofe  that  the  Princes  of 
'  Germany,  who  are  fo  jealous  of  the  power 
'  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  efpecially  fuch  of 

*  them  as  have  lately  got  hold  of  fome  part  of 

*  the  Auibian  territories;  I  fay,  can  wefup- 

*  pofe  that  thofe  Princes  would  fit  ftill  and  fee 

*  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  vaftly 

*  increafed,    and  the    monarchy  of  France 

*  very  much  reduced,  when  it  is  fo  evident 

*  that  Ac  prefervation  of  the  poflfeflions  they 
^  have  fo  lately  acquired,  and  perhaps  their 

*  future  independency,  muft  depend  chiefly 

*  upon  the  friendfhip  and  afliftance  of  France? 
'  It  is,  I  think,  almoft  certain  that,  in  cafe 

*  ofourfuccefs,  they  would  ail  unite  together 

*  for  putting  a  Hop  to  it. 


^  Thus^  Sir,  if  the  procuring  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  an  equivalent  from  France  be  the 
end  or  defign  of  our  maintaining  an  army 
in  Flanders,  it  h  fo  evidently  imprafkicable, 
that  I  am  convinced  it  cannot  be  the  true 
end.  It  muft  be  a  pretence  made  ufe  of  for 
covering  fome  hidden  defign,  which  our 
minifters  dare  not  own,  and  w^hich  would 

'  cer- 
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certainly  coft  fome  of  them  their  heads^  if 
it  (hould  be  proved  againfl;  them  :  I  mean 
that  of  laviihing  the  blood  and  treafure  of 
England,  for  the  fake  of  getting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  maintain  i6,ooo  Hanoverians^  or 
for  the  fake  of  getting  fome  little  territories 
added  to  the  dominions  of  that  Eledorate. 
And  if  the  end  be  to  defeat  the  French  in 
their  fcheme  of  taking  a  great  part  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary's  dominions  from  her, 
and  giving  them  to  the  Emperor,  that  he 
may  confent  to  fome  additions  being  made 
to  their  monarchy,  we  ought  to*  be  well 
convinced  that  there  is  ftill  fome  fuch  fcheme 
in  petto ^  before  we  agree  to  load  our  country 
with  fo  great  an  expence;  becaufe,  from  the 
public  accounts  we  have  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that,  if  ever  the  French  had  fuch  a 
fcheme,  they  have  now  given  it  up ;'  and 
becaufe  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  French  would  embark  in  a  fcheme 
which  muft  be  attended  with  great  danger, 
difficulty,  and  expence  to  them,  when  un- 
affifted  by  any  of  the  Princes  of  Germany. 
The  only  hopes  they  can  now  have  of  beifig 
able  to  execute  fuch  a  fcheme,  muft  arife 
from  our  encouraging  the  Queen  of  Hun- 

«  gary 


i 


*  Inall  I  have  yet  faid,  Sir,   I  have  not 

*  mentioned  Italy,  becaufe  I  believe  no  one 

*  is  fo  ignorant  as  to  fuppofe  that,  in  order  to 

*  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  preferve  her 

*  dominions  in  Italy,  the  beft  method  is  to 

*  form  an  army  in  Flanders,  or  to  attempt  to 

*  make  an  impreffion  upon  France  on  that 

*  fide  where  every  one  knows  their  monarchy 

*  is  the  beft  guarded,  and  the  leaft  fufceptible 

*  of  an  impreflion ;  therefore,  no  one  furely 

*  will  pretend,  that  this  is  the  end  of  our 
^  forming    or    maintaining     an    army     in 

*  Flanders. 

'  I  fliall  now.  Sir,  confider  the  manner  in 

*  which  we  ought  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hun- 

*  gary;  and  let  the  end  be  what  it  will,  I  am 

*  very  fure  the  manner  propofed  is  in  every 

*  refpedl  wrong.     I  muft  lay  it  down,  and  I 

*  flull  always  confider  it  as  a  certain  maxim, 

/  *  that 
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*  gary  to  be  immoderate  in  her  demands,  ch^ap. 

*  which  mayraife  thejealoufy  ofthe  German 

*  Princes  to  fuch  a  height  as  may  force  them 

*  to  join  again  in  an  alliance  with  France,  for 

*  reducing  her  power,  and  putting  an  end  to 
her  ambitious  views. 
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that  we  ought  never  to  think  of  affifting  any 
of  our  allies  upon  the  continent  with  a  great 
number  of  troops.  If  we  fend  any  of  our 
troops  to  their  affiftance,  it  ought  always  to 
be  rather  with  a  view  to  give  our  gentlemen 
ail  ppportunity  to  improve  themfelves  in  the 
military  art,  than  with  a  view  to  aflift  our 
allies.  They  have  no  occafion  for  our  men, 
and  tha  Queen  of  Hungary  lefs  than  any 
other.  She  has  men,  and  brave  men  too, 
in  abundance/  She  only  wants  money  to 
arm  and  fupport  them.  Therefore,  the 
only  manner  in  which  we  ought  to  think  of 
fupporting  her,  or  any  other  of  our  allies 
upon  the  continent,  is  with  our  money  and 
our  navy.  And  my  reafon  for  laying  this 
down  as  a  maxim  is,  not  only  becaufe  the 
fea  is  our  natural  element,  but  becaufe  it  is 
dangerous  to  our  liberties,  as  well  as  de- 
ftrudive  to  our  trade,  to  encourage  great 
numbers  of  our  people  to  make  the  profef- 
lion  of  arms  their  trade,  fo  as  to  depend 
upon  that  alone  for  their  livelihood.  A 
farmer,  a  day-labourer,  a  cobler,  may  be  a 
good  foldier,  if  you  take  care  to  have  him 
properly  dilciplined,  and .  always  ynll  be 
ready  to  defend  his  country,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 

*tack; 
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tack ;  but  as  he  has  another  way  of  living,  ^  ^^^  ^* 
he  may  be  a  good  fubjed;  whereas  a  man 
who  has  no  other  way  of  living,  can  never 
be  a  good  fubje£t^  efpecially  in  a  free 
country;  and  for  this  reafon  we  ought  to 
have  as  few  of  them  as  poilible,  either  abroad 
or  at  home.  At  leaft  they  ought  never  to 
be  kept  long  in  the  fervice;  for  after  a  long 
difufe,  there  are  very  few  of  thenv  can  af- 
terwards turn  to  any  induftrious  employ- 
ment for  their  fupport. 

^  Another  reafon  is.  Sir,  becaufe  cuflom 
has  made  our  troops  morq  expenfive  than 
thofe  of  any  other  country;  and  therefore 
our  money  will  always-be  of  more  fervice  to 
our  allies,  becaufe  it  will  enable  them  to 
raife  and  malntaina  greater  number  of  troops 
than  we  can  furnifti  them  with  for  the  fame 
fum  of  money.  This,  Sir,  I  fhall  prove  by 
figures,  which  are  fuch  ftrange  obftinate 
things,  that  they  will  not  twift  and  wind  at 
the  pleafure  of  a  minifter,  or  any  of  his 
friends.  By  the  motion  now  before  us, 
our  own  troops  in  Flanders  are  to  coft  us  for 
next  year  634,3441.  and  I  fuppofe  the  1 6,000 
Hanoverians  will  coft  us  near  40o,oooh'— 

'  To 
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To  thefe  twa  fums  I  fliall  add  2oo,oooI.  for 
contingeot  money;  for  I  believe  we  fliall 
find  that  this  article  for  laft'year  amounts  to 
a  much  larger  fum.     Thefe  three  articles 
make  11234,344!.      I  fhall  call  it  the  even 
fum  of   i,200,oool.  which   we  muft  pay- 
next  year,    for  maintaining  an  army   of 
37,000  men,  one  third  part  of  which  I  ihall 
fuppofe  to  be  horfe  or  dragoons.     Now  if 
we  had  fent  this  fum  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^ let  us  fee  what  an  additional  number 
of  men  (he  might  have  maintained  with  it« 
By  feveral  treaties,  and  particularly  by  the 
acceffion  of  the  States-General  to  the  Vienna 
.treaty  of  1731,  the  charge  of  1000  foot  is 
fixed  at  10,000  guilders  per  month;  which 
in  ftcrling  money,  at  the  rate  of  10  guilders 
16  ftivcrs  per  pound  fterling,  is  92 6U;  and 
the  charge  of  1000  horfe  is  fixed  at  30,000 
guilders  for  the  fame  time,  which  is  2778I.; 
fo  that  i,2O0,oool.  would  have  maintained 
near  108,000  foot  for  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, or  near  36,000  horfe ;  or  it  would 
have  maintained  an  army  for  her  of  54,000 
foot  and  18,000  horfe  for  the  enfuing  year; 
and  I  muft  afk  even  our  minifters  if  they  do 
not  think  that. an  additional  army  of  72,000 

*  men. 
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*  men,  to  be  employdd  wherever  fhe  pleafed, 

*  would  have  been  of  more  fervice  to  her  and 

*  the  common  caufe,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  call 

*  it,  than  our  37,000  men  in  Flanders?  For 

*  though  I   will  not  allow  that  any  of  heif 

*  troops  are  better  than  tile  Britifh,  yet  I  may 

*  take  upoil  me  to  fay,  that  the  wofft  of  her 

*  troops  are  better  than  the  Hanoverians  were 

*  ever  yet  fuppofe4  to  be. 

*  But  now.  Sir,  fuppofe  we  could  think  it 

*  of  advantage  to  the  common  caufe  to  affift 

*  the  Qtieen  of  Hungary  with  troops  inftead 

*  of  money,  the  very  worftplacewecouldthink 

*  of  fending  thefe  troops  to,  or  employing 

*  them  in,  is  Flanders.     If  we  had  fotmed  no 

*  army  there,  the  French  would  have  formed 

*  no  army  thercj   nor  would  they  have  at- 

*  tacked  any  place  thcre^  for  fear  of  provok- 

*  ing  the  Dutch  to  declare  againft  them. — 

*  Whereas,  if  we  form  an  army  next  fummer 
'  in  Flanders,  though  we  do  not  begin  to  a(3:  of- 

*  fenfively  with  that  army,  as  I  firmly  believe 

*  we  do  not  intend  to  do,  it  may  furnifh  the 

*  French  with  an  excufe  for  attacking  the 

*  Queen  of  Hungary  in  that  country,   and 

*  that  excufe  may  be  admitted  by  the  Dutch, 

voT .  I.  N  *  who 
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who  feem  at  prefent  to  have  no  fort  of  jeH^i 
loufy  of  France;  and  for  that,  as  well  as  fe- 
veral  other  reafons,  they  feem  tefolved  not 
to  enter  into  any  of  our  romantic  fchemes* 
If  we  muft  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with 
troOpp,  why  did  they  not  (lay  and  take  win- 
ter-quarters in  Germany,  or  upon  the  Rhine, 
by  which  we  might  have  fecured  a  paflTage 
for  Prince  .Charles  in  the  fpring  ?  If  it  be  al- 
leged, that  the  Princes  and  Circles  of  the 
Empire  would  not  admit  of  our  troops 
taking  winter-quarters  within  the  Empire^ 
this  of  itfelf  was  alone  a  good  reafon  for  our 
calling  home  our  troops,  difmifiing  our 
mercenaries,  and  refolving  to  aflift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  for  the  future,  as  we 
ought  to  have  done  from  the  beginning, 
folely  with  our  money,  and  our  fquadroa 
in  the  Mediterranean, 


*  In  fjiort,  Sir,  as  I  could  at  firft  fee  -no 
reafon  for  fending  our  troops  to  Flanders^ 
unlefs  it  was  to  fumifli  our  minifters  with  a 
pretence  for  loading  us  with  the  maintenance 
of  16,000  Hanoverians,  I  can  now  fee  no 
reafon  for  our  keeping  them  there,  unlefs  it 
be  to  furaiih  a  pretence  for  continuing  that 
3  *  load 
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*  load  Upon  us ;  and  as  I  think  our  keeping 

*  them  there  may  be  attended  with  infinite      ^^^^ 

*  danger  to  the  caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 

*  gary,  I  cannot  therefore  agree  with  the  re- 

*  port  of  the  committee/ 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Some  apology  or  explanation  is  neceffary,  ^xpuna- 
for  inferting  the  preceding  fpeeches,  under 
the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt. — ^The  reader  has  un- 
doilbtedly  obferved,  that  the  ftyle  in  which 
they  are  written^  does  not  feem  to  preferve 
Mr.  Pitth  language  or  phrafe  ;^  but  they  have 
been  printed  in  the  Parliamentary  Debates  of 
this  period;  and  it  has  not  come  to  the  Edi* 
tor's  knowledge  that  there  is  any  better,  or 
even  any  other,  account  of  them.    They  were 
written  by  a  Mr.  Gordon^  a  minifter  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  originally  for  the  London 
Magazine — ^when  Dr.  Samuel  yobnfon  ceafed 
to  \frritc  the  fpeeches  for  the   Gentleman's 
Magazine ;  or  rather  when  Cave^  the  printer 
of  that  mifcellany,  was  punifhed  for  printing 
them.      Gordon  continued  fome  (ketches  of 
them,    with   lefs  accuracy,  'and  in   inferior 
language,  but  with  more  attention  to  the  ar- 
N  1      ^  gument, 
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^^^^'  gument,  until  the  death  of  fr^^<fr/Vi  Priiidc 
oi  Wales ^  in  1751.  His  pradlice  was  to  go 
to  the  cofFee-houfes  contiguous  to  Weftminftcr 
Hall,  where  he  frequently  heard  the  members 
converfmg  with  each  other  upon  what  had 
pafled  in  the  Houfe;  and  fometimes  he  gained 
admiilion  into  the  gallery;  and  as  he  was 
known  to  a  few  of  the  gentlemen,  two  or 
three  of  them,  upon  particular  occafions,  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  fome  information. 

The  vigorous  oppofition  which  Mr.  Pitt 
had  made  in  Parliament  to  the  meafures  pur- 
fued  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  raifed  him 
very  high  in  the  efteem  of  the  Englifli  nation. 
He  had  for  fome  years  been  admired  as  an 
orator— he  was  now  revered  as  a  patriot.  The 
fpirit  and  energy  which  diftinguifhed  his  par- 
liamentary condudt,  evinced  that  he  was  ac- 
tuated by  principle,  not  by  an  illiberal  paffion 
to  difplay  the  fuperiority  of  his  talents ;  that 
his  oppoiition  was  the  refult  of  convidlion, 
npt  of  pique ;  that  it  was  not  founded  in  a 
perfonal  confideration  of  the  men  who  held 
the  offices  of  government,  but  in  an  indignant 
abhorrence  of  the  meafures  which,  he  faid,  in- 
fulated  Great  Britain  from  a  participation  of 

the 
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the  advantages  her  monej  was  voted  to  pro-   ^  ^^  ^• 
cure,  and  gave  her  a  right  to  demand,  u-v-*^ 

Amongft  the  many  pcrfons  of  elevated  Dutheftof 
rank  who  honoured  this  conduft  of  Mr.  Pitt  '«''gh'*Jf 
with  the  warmeft  approbation,  was  Sarah 
Duchefs  Dowager  of  Marlborough^  This 
lady,  by  a  codicil  to  her  will,  dated  on  the 
nth  of  Auguft  1744,  gave  to  Mr.  Pift  a  le- 
gacy, in  thefe  words*; — 

"  I  alfo  give  to  William  Pitt^  of  the  pariflv 
•*  of  St.  James,  within  the  liberty  of  Weft-s 
"  minfter,  Efq.  the  fum  of  Ten  Thoufand 
"  Pounds,  upon  account  of  his  merit,  in  the 
**  noble  defence  he  has  made  for  the  fupport 
^*  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  to  prevent  the 
**  ruin  of  his  country." 

•  She  dic4  »n  Odobw  following,  and  the  money  w*is  paid. 
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STATEOFTHE  MINISTRY,— LORDCARLISLEDISAPPOINTED 
OF  THE  PRIVY  SEAL,— LORD  COBHAM  JOINS  THE  PEL- 
HAMS.— LORD  GRANVILLE  OPPOSED  IN  COUNCIL,  AND 
RESIGNa— THE  BROAD  BOTTOM  MINISTRY  APPOINTED. 
—MR.  PITT'S  REPLY  TO  SIR  FRANCIS  DASHWOOD,  ON 
THE  ADDRESS.^MR.  PITT'S  REPLY  TO  MR.  HUME  CAMP- 
BELL, ON  THE  NOBLEMEN'S  NEW-RAISED  REGIMENTS. 


TTROM  the  time  that  Sir  Robert  Walpolt 
-*-     had  been  compelled  to  rslinquifh  the  go- 


vernment, the  Britifli  councils  had  not  been 
influenced  by  the  principles  of  any  fyftem, 
plan,  or  regulation.  It  was  a  government  of 
expedients,  proceeding  fortuitoufly;  too  cow- 
ardly to  adt  upon  a  bold  meafure,  and  too 
S?n^°^.^*  ignorant  to  frame  a  wife  one.  The  members 
of  the  cabinet  being  compofed  of  deferters 
from  all  parties,  became  a  fadion,  without 
confidence  in  each  other.  Lord  Batb^  who 
had  been  their  creator,  was  the  only  cement 
which  held  them  together^ 

It  has  been  obferved  that  Lord  Carteret^ 
who  had  been  made  fecretary  of  ftate  by  Lord 
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Batb^  had  gained  an  afcendency  in  the  clofet,  ^  ^^  P- 
by  favouring  the  predileftions  of  the  King  ^^^^"^ 
relpeSing  Hanoven  This  afcendency  alarmed 
the  other  members  of  the  cabinet.  T^iey  be- 
held with  jealoufy  Lord  CarUrct\  increafing 
influence  with  the  King.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  manly  firmnefs  and  dignified  deport- 
ment in  Lord  Carterefs  coadudt.  His  Ger-r 
pian  meafures  were  always  communicated  to 
the  Britifh  cabinet  in  xhtfirft  inftancef;  nor 
was  there  any  attempt  ever  made  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  until  they  had  been  pro^ 
pofed  to,  and  adopted  by,  his  colleagues  in 
office.  But  had  the  King  concerted  themi^- 
cretiy  with  his  Hanoverian  council,  and  not 
communicated  the  information  to  his  Britifh 
minifters,  until  it  was  neceflary  to  inVolve 
his  Britifh  dominions  in  the  expence,  and 
when  it  was  too  late  to  make  any  alteration ; 
-^it  is  more  than  probable  that  Lord.  Carteret 
wouW,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  have  laid  the  feals  at 
his  Majefly*8  feet. 

It  has  long  been  feen  clearly,  and  faid  by 
wife  and  honeft  men,  that  the  foundation  of 
all  other  faftions  is  the  faction  at  court.  The 
court  fadion,  which  had  been  lately  formed 

N4  by 
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^  "v^  ^'  by  Lord  Bath^  gave  rife  to  feveral  fadions. 
Duritig  thefe  difputes  Lord,  Cobbam  and  his 
friends  kept  aloo£ 

The  unfettled  ftat€  of  the   minlftry  was 
made  apparent  to  the  whole  kingdom,  by  the 
contention   amongft  them  for  the  office  of 
privy  feal,  which  Lord  Gower  had  refigned* 
Lord  Bath^  who  interfered  upon  this  ocqafion^ 
and  affeded  to  a<ft  by  the  authority  of  the 
King,  fent  for  Lord  Carlijlc^  and  aflured  his 
Lordfhip  he  Ihould  be  appointed  to  it;  and 
Lord  Cq^rlijle  thought  himfelf  fo  fure  of  the 
place,  that  he  informed  his  friends  the  ap- 
pointment was  made.      The  Pelbams  refifted 
this  fchemc   of  Lord  Batb\  with   all  their 
might;  and  the  Duke  of  Newcajile  went  to 
the  King  and  demanded  the  place  fdr  Lord 
Cbolrnondeley.      Thofe.  who  knew  the  King 
faid  his  Majefty  was  taken  by  furprife,  and 
confented  with  reluftance.     Several  other  al- 
terations were  made,  by  which  the  power  of 
Lord  Batb^%  friends  was  decreafed,  and  that 
of  the  Pelbams  advanced.     This  arrangement, 
Jiowever,  was  but  of  flxort  duration.     The 
two  parties  continued  to  ftruggle  for  fupcs 
riority. 

3  Awai? 
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A    war  with   France  'was   the  favourite  chap. 
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meafure  of  the  King  at  this  time,  on  account 
of  his  German  dominions,  which  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  enmity  of  France,  by  his  alliance 
with  the  court  of  Vienna;  and  hovd  Carteret^ 
who  was  now  become  Earl  Granville^  by  the 
death  of  his  mother,  entering  fully  into  his 
Majefty's  views  refpe^ting^lhis  war,  became  a 
favom-itc  in  the  clofet^ 

The  circumftance  of  a  favourite  in  that 
fituation  was  a  matter  ofgreat  alarm  to  thofc 
who  could  not  endure  a  rival.  Sixteen  thoufand 
Hanoverian  troops  were  laft  year  taken  into 
Britifh  pay.  This  meafure  was  extremely 
obnoxious  to  the  nation.  Lord  Granville 
avowed  the  meafure,  and  being  fecure,  as  he 
thought,  of  the  King's  fupport,  he  treated  his 
colleagues  with  fome  hauteur,  in  a  debate  in 
council  upon  it. 


The   Pelbams   were  now  convinced   that  J;0'«Jf<»^ 

ham  joint 


Lord  Cr^»t;i//f  was  both  their  rival  and  enemy; 
and  therefore  they  refolved  to  remove,  if  poffi- 
ble,  fo  dangerous  a  competitor.  In  order  to 
carry  this  point,  their  firftftep  was  toftrengthen 
(heir  party.     They  jnade  overtures  to  Lord 

Cobham^ 


the  Pel- 
haiiM* 
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^  ^t^'  C^^bam^  ^^^y  at  the  requeft  of  the  Duke  of 
^■■'*''^^''^  Newcqftle^  met  his  Grace  at  Lord  Harring-' 
tons.  At  this  meeting  the  acceffion  of  Lord 
Cobbam  was  fettled.  The  principal  term» 
were,  that  the  expence  of  the  Hanoverian 
meafures  fhould  be  diminifhed,  and  that  his 
Lord(hip's  friends  ihould  be  included  in  the 
next  change  of  the  miniftry.  With  refpeS  to 
his  Lordfhip  and  the  Granvilles^  the  matter 
was  eafy;  all  the  difficulty  was  concerning 
Mn  Pitt.  The  King  had  entertained  a  violent 
prejudice  againft  him,  on  account  of  his  op- 
pofition  to  German  meafures.  This  preju- 
dice Lord  Granville  was  fuppofed  to  have  in- 
creafed,  by  ftating  in  the  clofet,  more  than 
once,  Mr.  P/V/'s  parliamentary  conduf):  in 
the  moft  unfavourable  light.  The  Duke  of 
Newcqftle  promifed  to  remove  this  prejudice 
from  the  King's  mind,  and  to  accommodate 
Mr.  Pitt  at  a  future  period,  which  he  aflured 
Lord  Cobbam  fhould  not  be  far  diflant« 

The  jundion  of  Lord  Cobbam  with  the 
Pelbamsj  influenced  feveral  others  to  follow 
his  example ;  fuch  as  Sir  ^obn  Hind  Cotton^ 
Mr.  Waller^  Mr.  Doddington^  and  many 
more  J  fo  that  this  jun^ion  had  the  effe£t  of 

a  coali- 
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a  coalition  of  parties.  Indeed  it  mull  be  con-  ^  ^yf-  ^^ 
fefled  that  all  parties,  except  Lord  Batb\y  <— ^^-^ 
joined  in  oppofing  Lord  Granville. 

This  union  was  negotiated  and  completed 
during  the  fummer  and  autumn  of  1 744-^— 
The  firft   effefts  of  it   were  felt   by  Lord  i-wdcn*. 

^  viUeoppofed 

GranvilUy  in  a  council  called  on  the  affairs  of  »«««««*• 
Hanover,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment; when  his  Lordfhip  propofed  to  continue 
the  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverian  troops  in 
Britiih  pay,  for  the  year  1745.  This  propo- 
lition  was  ftrongly  oppofed,  and  the  council' 
divided  upon  it.  Four  and  himfelf  were  for 
it,  and  eleven  againft  it.  Eight  thoufand. 
only  was  the  number  agreed  upon. 


Upon  this  defeat  Lord  Granville  took  his  Lord 
refolution  to  refignj  and  accordingly  waited 
on  his  Majefty,  on  Tuefday  the  fourteenth  of 
November  1 744,  and  refigned  the  feals. 

A  new  adminiftration  was  immediately 
formed,  or  perhaps  had  been  already  formed; 
which,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  having 
arifen  out  of  the  coalition  of  parties  already 
snentiQnedi  was  commonly  denominated  the 

Broad 


Gmi- 
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^\f^'  Broad  Bottam.  [The  particulars  of  this 
'change  the  reader  will  find  in  the  general  lift 
of  changes  at  the  end  of  the  work.  ] 

Parliament  met  in  November  1744,  and 
exhibited  fuch  a  fcene  of  unanimity  as  had  not 
been  feen  fmce  the  King's  acceflion.  The 
,7^5.  feflion  clofed  on  the  fecond  of  .May  1 745 ; 
immediately  after  which  the  King  went  to 
Hanover,  having  fij-ft  added  Lord  Cohbam  to 
the  lift  of  Lords  Juftices  for  the  adminiftratioa 
of  government  during  his  abfence,  created 
him  Field  Marftial,  and  given  him  a  regi- 
ment of  horfe  (late  Nevilles). 

In  Odober  1745  Parliament  met,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Scots  rebellion.  There  was  a 
ftiort  debate  upon  the  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to 
the  King*s  fpeech,  occafioned  by  an  amend- 
ment ofFere'd  by  Sir  Francis  Dajb woody  after- 
wards Lord  Le  Defpencer^  exprefling,  "  That 
for  the  firmer  eftabliftiment  of  his  Majefty's 
throne  on  the  folid  bafis  of  his  people's  affec- 
tions, it  fhall  be  our  fpeedy  care  to  frame 
fuch  bills  as  may  effeftually  fecure  to  his  Mar 
jefty's  fiibjedls  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of 
their  undoubted  right  to  be  freely  and  fairly 

repre- 
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rcprelented  in  Parliaments,  frequently  chofen,   CK  Al>^ 
and  exempted  from  undue  influence  of  every 
kind." 

The   motion   vras  feconded  by  Sir  yohn 
Phillips. 

Mr.  P/V/oppofedthe.motion.  ^Theamcnd-^  Mr.  Rit-t 
'  ment/  he  faid,  *  being  offered  at  a  time  io 

*  extremely  improper  as    the  prefent,    was 

*  fraught  with  a  dangerous  tendency.    There 

*  was  only  one  motive  to  which  this  motion 

*  could  be  afcribed ;  and  it  was,  to  make  mi- 
'  nifters  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  if 

*  they  put  a  negative  upon  it.     But  the  con- 

*  trary,  however,  he  would  venture  to  -fay, 

*  would  be  the  fad: ;  for  although  motions  of 
'  this  kind  are  always  popular,  yet  in  this 

*  hour  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty,  when  rebel- 
'  lion  raged  in  the  kingdom,  and  an  invafion 

*  from  France  was  expefted,  when  the  people 

*  were  ferioufly  intent  upon  meafures  of  the 

*  higheft  confequence,  they  could  not  thinly 
'  favourably  of  thofe  who  attempted  to  draw 
'  off  their  attention  from  fubjedts  of  alarm  to 

*  points  of  fpeculation.    In  fuch  circumftances 

*  Ihall  we,'  he  afked,  *  employ  ourfelves  in 

*  con- 
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contriving  bills  to  guard  our  liberties  from 
corruption,  when  vie  are  in  danger  of  lofing 
them,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  is  dear  to 
us,  by  the  force  of  arms  ?  Would  not  this  be 
like  a  man*s  amufing  himfelf  with  making 
regulations  to  prevent  his  fervants  cheating 
him,  at  the  very  time  that  thieves  were 
breaking  into  his  houfe  ?  But  why  are  we 
to  introduce  this  fubje£t  into  the  addrefs  ? 
No  county,  -nor  city,  nor  corporation  have 
requefted  their  reprefentatives  to  bring  in 
any  fuch  bills ;  the  people  are  every-where 
engaged  in  making  fubfcriptions  and  form- 
ing affociations  for  defending  their  Sovereign 
and  themfqlves,  againft  thbfe  who  have 
traiteroufly  confpired  to  rob  him  of  his 
crown,  and  them  of  their  liberties.  Do 
gentlemen  wifti  to  give  a  turn  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  people,  to  create  a  contention  about 
the  conftitution,  that  the  kingdom  may  fall 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  enemy  ?  If,  Sir,  I  did 
not  know  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  made 
and  feconded  this  motion,  I  fliould  really 
fufpe£l  their  having  fome  fuch  delign  j  and 
however  much  I  may,  from  my  ovm  per- 
fonal  knowledge,  be  convinced  that  they 
have  no  fuch  defign,  they  may  be  affured 

*  that, 
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*  that,  if  they  do  not  withdraw  thdt  motiod|  ^^yu^' 

*  the  fufpicion  will  be  ftrong  againft  them   ^■^'^^^^ 

*  amongft  thofe  perfons  who  had  not  the  ho- 
^  nouf  of  their  acquaintance/ 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  di«* 
vificm. 

On  the  fourth  of  November  1745,  the 
hon.  ^kx.  Hume  Campbell*^  brother  to  Lord 
Marcbmonty  moved,  "  That  an  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  moft  humbly  to  befeech 
bis  Majefty,  that  the  officers  in'  the  newf  re- 

•  ThiB  gentleman  had  been  brought  into  Parliament  on 
porpofe  to  oppofe  Mr.  Pitt.  Some  time  after,  he  left  his  friendsy 
and  wad  appointed  jSolicitor  General  to  the  Prince  of  W4des ; 
but  on  the  fecond  of  February  1 746,  he  was  difmifled  from 
that  Prince's  fervicc. 

+  Several  noblemen  having  raifed  regiments,  on  account  of 
the  Scots  rebellion^  for  the  fcrvice  of  his  Majefty,  thefe  new 
regiments  were, 

HO&SE: 

Duke  of  Montagu's,  Duke  of  Kingfton's. 

foot: 

Duke  of  Bolton's,  Earl  of  Halifax's, 

Dttke  of  Bedford's,  Lord  Vifcount  Falmouth's, 

Duke  of  Montagu's/  Lord  Vifcount  Harcourt's, 

Duke  of  Ancafter's,  Lord  Gower's, 

Marquis  of  Granby's,  Lord  Herbert's, 

£arl  of  Cholmoadeley's,  Lord  Edgecumbe's. 

gimenta, 


sor  ^Anecdotes  AKD  SPE&CHE^^ 

^^^^*  ^migiit^  nowraifing,  or  already  raifed,  may 
not  be  allow^  aiiy  taftk  after  thofe  regiments 
are  broke." 
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Mr..  Pitt's 
reply  to  Mr. 
Hume 
Campbell. 


Mr.  Pitt  reprobated  this  motion  with 
warmth  and  indignation.  He  faid,  ^  That  a 
commiflion  and  the  rank  implied  by  it  were 
infeparable.  A  commiflion  contained  a 
power  conferred  by  the  King,  by  which  the 
perfon  who  received  it  became  fubordinate 
to  fome,  and  fuperior  to  others.  The  mo- 
tion,' he  contended,  *  was  irrational,  con- 
trary to  common  fenfe,  and  impra<Sicablc, 
as  well  as  impolitic,  by  tending  to  difcou- 
rage  thofe  noble  perfons  who  were  exerting 
their  utmoft  influence  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  The  officers  who  are  to  be  cm- 
ployed  under  them  are,  by  this  motion,*  he 
faid,  *  to  be  ftigmatized  as  unworthy  of  rank. 
Thefe  gentlemen  are  not  driven  into  the 
army  by  neceffity,  but  are  offering  them- 
felves  to  ferve  their  country  in  the  day  of 
diftrefs,  from  motives  of  the  warmeft  zeal. 
And  fliall  we  difgrace  thefe  men  ?  Shall  we 
check  their  noble  and  generous  ardour  in 
the  hour  of  danger  ?  Thofe  who  defire  the 
Houfe  to  agree  to  this  motion  cannot  be  fe- 

*  rious, 
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rious,  or  if  ferious,  cannot  be  aware  of  the 
obvious  conftrudlion  of  their  condudl.  Is 
this  the  time  (he  afked),  that  loyalty  ought 
to  be  ftigmatized  inftead  of  being  rewarded 
with  honour  ?  Are  gentlemen  endeavouring 
to  obtain  that  objed  by  oblique  paths,  from 
which  they  are  reftrained  in  the  direft  way? 
The  motion  at  bed  is  fufpicious;  it  is  para- 
doxical. ^ 

*  The  argument  in  fupport  of  the  niotion  is 
an  infult  upon  the  whole  army;  for  it  is 
this,  that  the  army  will  behold  with  difcon* 
tent  this  new  promotion  of  officers.  The 
very  aflertion  is  an  impeachment  of  the  alle- 
giance of  the  army.  It  would  be  a  reproach 
to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe  if  our  delibera- 
tions here  were  to  be  influenced  by  the  views 
of  any  clafs  of  men.  The  right  of  deciding 
what  meafures  are  moft  conducive  to  the 
public  intereft  and  fecqrity  belongs  not  to 
the  army,  but  to  this  ^oufe. . 

*  Thofe  who  advife  us'to  ^eny  rank  to  the 
new  officers,  advife  us  to  deny  what  the 
King  has  already  granted,  and  what  he  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  grant]  they  adyife  us 

VOL.  I.  o  Mo 
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^  \u  ^'  *  *^  vacate  his  commiffions,  and  to  break  his 

^"'^^^^^   *  promifes;  they  ad vife  us  to  weaken  him,  at 

^  the  time  that  he  wants  the  mod  ailiftance; 

*  and  to  fhew  to  our  enemies  th^t  he  ia  at  va- 

*  nance  with  his  Parliament.' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 
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ERRORS  OF  HTSTORY..LORD  ,  BATH  AT  COURT.-^lS 
OVERTURES  TO  LORD  COBHAM.»DUK£  OF  NEWCASTLE 
ASKS  THE  PLACE  OF  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  FOR  MR.  PITT, 
AND  IS  REFUSED.— MINISTRY  RESIGN.^LORD  ORAN- 
VILLE  APPOINTED  SECRETARY  OF  STATE^LORD 
GRANVILLE  RESIGNS,  AND  THE  LATE  MINISTRY  RE- 
STORED.—MR.  PITT  MADE  VIC^.TREASURER  OF  !R£. 
LAND,  AND  AFTERWARDS  PAYMASTER .^MAKES  NO 
PRIVATE  USE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  MONEY  IN  HIS  HANDS.^ 
REFUSES  TO  ACCEPT  THE  PERQyiSITE  OF  OFHCE  ON 
THE  SARDINIAN  SUBSIDY. 

^  I  'HE  verfatility  of  courts  has  been  the  po-  chap. 
•*^    pular  theme  of  writers  during  fevcral  of  yj^^ 
the  latter  centuries.   It  would  hjive  been  more      '745* 

'  Error!  af 

to  the  honour  of  hiftory  had  the  caufes  of  fuch  hiftwy. 
mutability  been  explained.  But  it  has-  been 
the  misfortune  of  the  public,  that  few  of  the 
modern  hiflorians  have  been  in  iituations  in 
which  they  might  obtain  true  information.-r 
This  has  more  than  once  occaiioned  Lord 
Mansfieldy  and  other  great  men,  to  fay,  that 
nothing  is  fo  falfe  as  bijiory.  Tindall^  Smollett^ 
Goldfmith^  and  a  long  train  of  others,  have 
ftated,  that  about  this  time  a  very  extraordi- 
nary change  took  plaoe  in  the  Britifh  miniftry 
— that  Lord  Granville  was  made  minifter,  and 

o  2  the 
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^  %n  ^'  *^^  Pelbams  refigned  ;  that  in  a  few  days  after- 
^■"^"^^  lizards  Lord  Granville  refigned,  and  the  Pel^ 
bams  were  reftored.  Tlie  Lpndon  Gazette 
furnifhes  them  with  the  appointments  and  the 
dates ^  which  are  the  only  fads  to  be  depended 
upon;  all  the  reft  being  of  their  own  in- 
vention. Dr.  Newton  fays  that  Lord  Bath 
wrote  an  account  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  at  the 
defire  of  George  the  Second ;  but  that  on  the 
death  of  his  fon.  Lord  Pulteneyy  in  the  reign 
df  George  the  Third,  his  Lordfhip  burned  it 
—jide  indignus.  If  it  had  been  written  at  the 
defire  of  the  King,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  it  would  have  been  publiflied.  How- 
ever, if  it  was  not  more  true  than  the  account 
of  the  great  change  of  the  miniftry  in  the  year 
J  742,  written  by  the  fame  hand,  and  given 
us  by  Dr.  Newton^  the  lofs  is  not  important, 
nor  dcferving  of  regret. 

Upon  the  King's  return  from  Hanover, 
Lord  Cobham  claimed  of  the  Duke  of  New-^ 
cajlle  thp  performance  of  his  promife  refped- 
ing  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Duke  wiflied  to  poftpone 
the  matter;  but  Lord  Cobham  infifted  upon  it. 
At  length  his  Grace  undertook  to  lay  the 
affair  before  the  King.     A  mope  unfavourable 

oppor- 
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opportunity  could  not  have  been  cJiofen.  The 
Kine  was  at  this  time  diffatisfied  with  his  mi- 
niflers.  The  difmiffion  of  eight  thoufand 
Hanoverians  he  imputed  to  thuir  perfonal  dif- 
like  of  Lord  Granville;  and  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  of  the  rebellion  he  imputed  to  their  ne- 
gligence while  he  was  abroad.  He  fufpcfted 
that  the  Pelbams  were  aveffe  td  Wiu*,  which 
was  true;  and  he  had  conceived  an  idea,  pro- 
bably from  Lofd  Granville^  when  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  minifter,  that  wtf  at  this  time  was  his 
only  refource.  It  was  an  omiilion  in  the 
Broad  Bottom  treaty,  that  Lord  Batb  had  not 
been  profcribcd ;  for  foon  after  the  King's  re- 
turn from  the  continent,  his  Lordlhip  ap- 
peared at  court  feveral  times,  and  was  each  i^-^  B*th 

*^  ^  ^  ^  at  coort* 

time  honoured  with  an  audience.  His  own 
friends  have  faid,  that  in  thefe  audiences  he 
did  not  fail  to  exaggerate  the  caufes  of  the 
King's  difguft  with  his  fervants,  and  to  flatter 
the  abilities  of  his  friend  Lord  Granville ;  and 
to  warmly  reprefent  his  zeal  for  his  Majefty. 
The  French  war  was  Lord  Granville\  favourite 
meafure;  it  was  alfo  the  King's.  On  this 
great  point,  as  well  as  in  fome  lelTer  ones, 
there  was  a  coincidence  of  fentiment  between 

o  3  them, 
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^  %ii  ^*  ^^^^f  which  n^^turally  produced  a  partiality 

>745* 
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in  favour  of  Lord  Granville. 


Lord  Bath's       During  the.  tim?    that  Lord    Ba/b  was 

•  Ter«toLoi4  ^  ^ 

cobham.  thus  improving  his  intereft  in  the  clofet,  he 
made  overtures  to  Lord  Cobbatn^  with  a  view 
to  form  a  new  adminiftration ;  in  which  he 
offered  to  include  Mr.  Pitt.  But  Lord  Cob- 
bam  returned  an  anfwer^  importing  that  Lord 
Batb  had  deceived  him  in  1742,  and  he 
fliould  not  dupe  him  in  1745.  This  refufal 
of  Lord  Cobbam  gave  his  Lordfhip  a  ilronger 
claim  upon  the  Duke  of  Newcqftle.  The 
common  language  of  Lord  Batb\  and  Lord 
Granville\  friends  at  this  time  was^  that  the 
King  was  furrounded  by  afadion;  that  he 
was  a  prifoner  upbn  his  throne;  and  that  an 
adminiftration  on  a  broader  bottom  ought  to  be 
formed,  for  the  intfireft  of  the  country,  and 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  King. 

At  length  the  Pelhams  took  the  alarm;  and, 
whether  from  the  apprehenfion  of  lofmg  Lord 
Cobbam^  or  of  lofing  their  places,  or  both; 
the  Duke  of  Newcqftle  refolved  to  lay  before 
his  Majefty  a  liftof  fonie  alterations  in  the  in- 
T  .  ftrior 
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ferior  departments  of  Government  which  they  ^  vjT' 
intended  to  make,  in  order  to  introduce  Mr. 
JPittj  who,  in  this  arrangement,  they  pro- 
pofed  for  Secretary  at  War,  in  the  room  of  '^J^^^^^f^^'^^ 
Sir  William  Tonge^  to  be  made  one  of  the  ^*'' 
Vice-treafurers  of  Ireland.  But  when  the 
King  came  to  Mn  P///'s  name,  he  gave  an 
immediate  add  pofitive  refufal  to  th6  whole 
lift.  The  Duke  ftated  to  his  Majefty  his  en- 
gagement with  Lord  Cobbam ;  the  King  an- 
grily replied,  Then  be  mujl  break  bis  engage-^ 
ment. 

Lord  Batb  and  Lord  Granville  inftantly 
feized  this  opportunity  of  improving  their  in- 
fluence in  the  clofet.  Their  friends  applauded 
in.  the  warmeft  terms  of  panegyric  the  fpirit 
which  the  King  had  fhewn  in  the  rejeflion  of 
Mr.  Pitt ;  and  they  added,  **  that  Lord  Batb 
had  advifed  his  Majefty  to  ftand  fteady,  and 
be  true  to  his  own  intcrcft." 

In  confequence  of  the  King's  negative  on 
the  propofed  employment  of  Mr.  P/V/,  the 
Duke  of  Newcqftle  met  Lord  Cobbam  again  at 
Lord  Harrington^ s.  After  fome  converlktion 
on  the  neceffity  of  rejigningy  and  the  Duke 

o  4  faying 


at6  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^  va  ^'  faying  that  Lord  Hardwicke  was  decidedly  of 
*-7^^  that  opinion^  and  had  both  fuggefted  and 
warmly  recommended  the  meafure  of  a  ge-- 
neral  refignation^  the  Duke  put  this  queftion^ 
•— "  Will  Lord  Cohbam  and  his  friends  adhere 
to  us  (the  Pelbams)  in  and  out  of  court,  if  we 
engage  never  to  negotiate  with  the  court 
without  including  Lord  Cobham  and  all  his 
friends  ?"  Lord  Cobham  confefled  the  propo- 
fition  was  fo  handfome,  he  could  not,  as  a  man 
of  honour,  refufe  giving  it  his  moft  hearty  af- 
fent.  This  compaA  being  made,  and  the 
union  thus  cemented  between  the  great  par- 
liamentary interefts  and  the  great  parliament- 
ary abilities,  the  Pelbams  now  confidered 
themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  combat  any  fac- 
tion, however  favoured  and  fupported  it 
might  be  in  the  clol'et. 

The  meafure  of  a  general  refignation  was 
immediately  adopted.  Accordingly,  on  the 
,.;^^.  next  day,  Feb.  lo,  1746,  the  Duke  of  A'irw- 
caftle  and  Lord  Harrington  refigned.  The 
King  inimediately  gave  the  Duke's  feals  to 
Mintftryre-  Lovd  GranvUle.  But  the  following  day  Mn 
Pelbamy  Lord  Hardwickey  Lord  Pembroke^ 
Mr.  Legge^  Mr,  George  Grenville^  and  feveral 

others, 


1746. 
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Others,  all  went  to  court,  and  refigned  ^^^Z" 
their  employments.  Neither  the  King  nor 
Lord  Bath  was  prep^ed  for  this  ftroke.  They 
had  not  the  lead  expeSation  of  it.  And  they 
were  informed  that  feveral  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen who  held  commiflions  in  the  army 
were  preparing  to  refign  in  a  few  days.  The 
King,  Lord  Batby  and  Lord  GranvilU^  were 
alarmed  beyond  expreflion  at  thefe  refigna- 
tions.  It  was  upon  this  6ccafion  only  that  the 
King  difcovered  his  own  infignificancy.  He 
found  that  the  aiTurances  of  men  without  al- 
liances, were  no  fupport  to.  a  fovereign;  and 
that  if  a  King  would  be  maintained  in  his 
royalty,  he  muft  take  thofe  into  his  fervice 
who  have  the  greateft  influence  amongft  his 
fubje£bs.  It  is  a  maxim,  that  a  King  without 
his  people  is  either  more  than  he  ought  to  be, 
or  lefs  than  he  fhould  be.  Lord  Granville 
faw  the  ftorm  gathering  round  the  political 
hemifphere  j  and  having  no  other  fupport  than 
his  great  friend  Lord  Batbj  who  had  loll  all 
efteem  with  the  nation  by  his  treacherous 
conduft  in  1742,  he  rcfolved  to  defert  his 
own  chimerical  enterprife,  and  refign  alfo. 


If 
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^  ^n.^'  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^™^^  ^^  unhandfbmc  in  thq  Whigs 
^""^"^  to  leave  the  King,  when  he  had  given  his 
confidence  to  their  enemies ;  it  was  infinitely- 
more  cruel  and  inhuman  in  thofe  new  fa- 
vourites to  abandon  their  fovereign,  whom 
they  firft  deceived  with  proniifes  which  they 
-  knew  they  could  not  perform,  and  next  be- 
trayed to  the  mercy  of  his  late  fcrvants ;  whofe 
return  to  office  they  now  barbaroufly  obliged 
him  to  folicit,  without  making  one  effort  to 
accomplilh  that  pretended  emancipation  with 
which  they  a£^ded  to  colour  the  motives  of 
their  prefumption. 

But  the  Whigs  took  no,  advantage  of  the 
diftreffes  of  the  King.  When  his  Majefty 
lent  for  them  to  refume  their  offices,  they  only 
ftlpulated  for  leave  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 
They  afked  no  peerages,  they  fecured  no  re- 
verifons,  they  demanded  no  penfions;.  and 
above  all,  however  odious  the  royal  attach- 
ment to  Hanover  was  become,  they  oflered 
no  illiberal  refentment  to  the  royal  mind  upon 
that  account,  by  which  they  might  have  ob- 
tained an  unlimited  popularity.  They  did 
not  leave, the  King  until  he  had  withdrawn 

himfelf 
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himfelf  from  them;    nor  did  they  withhold  ^^{^^' 

their  fupport  the  moment  he  was  difpofed  to 

receive  it.     They  all  returned  to  office  on  the 

fourteenth  of  February  1746;  fo  that  Lord  'J"*^"^- 

Granville^  adminillration  laded  three  whole 

days.     In  the  new  arraneement  Mn  Pitt  was  Mr.  pjtt 

^  ^  made  Vice- 

made  a  Vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.     The  reft  of  «»«»f"'w  of 

IrcUnd. 

the  changes  the  reader  will  find  at  the  end  of 
the  work.  And  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Wln^ 
nington^  which  happened  in  May  following^ 
Mr.  Pitt  was  appointed  Paymafter  in  his  vl^^. 
room.  In  hi*  office  of  Paymafter,  he  was 
early  diflinguifhed  by  his  difinterefted  inr 
tegrity  and  incorruptible  virtue.  There  arc 
two  fa£ts  related  of  his  conduift,  while  in  this 
office,  which  refledi  the  higheft  honour  upon 
his  charatfler.  They  have  alrea^ly  been  pub- 
Uflied,  in  thefe  words : 

"  When  he, was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Maketr^ 

Tk  n  f  private  ufe 

Paymafter  of  the  Forces,  he  found  it   had  «f  the  pub- 
lic iDonej. 

been  cuftomary  to  hav.e  ioo,oool.  by  ad- 
vance, generally  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay- 
mafter, which,  in  the  time  of  fonie  of  thofe 
that  prefided  before  him  in  that  office,  ufed  to 
be  fubfcribed  in  government  fecurities,  which 
brought  3  or  4000I.  per  annum^  more  or  lefs, 

into 
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into  their  private  purfes, — ^And  in  our  me- 
mory there  happened  a  conjundlure  Vfhtn  this 
money  fo  fubfcrib^d  into  the  land-tax  was 
called  for,  upon  an  extraordinary  emergency, 
for  the  ufc  of  the  army;  but  being  locked  up 
in  the  exchequer,  and  all  public  funds  bear- 
ing a  large  difcount,  it  could  not  be  fold  but 
at  fuch  a  great  lofs  as  would  have  been  of  the 
utmoft  damage  to  the  fubfcriber.  What  was 
the  confequence? — ^the  payment  of  the  army, 
in  the  time  of  the  war  and  rebellion,  was 
flopped,  when  there  was  the  greateft  occafioh 
for  public  credit,  and  punctuality  in  the  pay- 
ment of  thofe  troops  on  whom  our  whole  de- 
pended. ' 

"  But  when  Mr.  Pitt  went  into  that  de- 
partment, he  placed  whatever  fums  of  money 
belonged  to  the  office  in  the  Bank,  where  they 
might  be  ready  for  the  public  fervice,  without 
ever  appropriating  any  part  of  it  to  his  pri- 
vate ufe,  as  had  been  the  cuftom  of  former 
times;  he  never  fubfcribed  one  (hilling  into 
the  funds,  nor  ever  availed  himfelf  of  any  in- 
tereft  ariling  from  public  monies  at  his  difpo- 
fal,  but  was  fatisfied  with,  and  touched  no 
more  than,  the  le^al  appointment. 

*^  The 
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«  The  next  fad  is— that  when  the  Parlia-  ^  ^,^/- 


ment  granted  fubfidies  to  the  King  of  Sardinia 
and  Queen  of  Hungary,  payable  at  his  of- 
fice, half /^r  cent,  or  more,  ufed  to  be  taken 
on  the  whole  fubfidy,  in  the  moft  reputable 
times,  and  by  thofe  of  the  moft  approved  cha- 
raders,  as  a  perquijite  of  c^r^.— This  Mr. 
Pitt  refufed,  which  would  have  come  to  a 
large  fum,  as  the  grants  at  that  time  to  both 
thefe  powers  were  very  confiderable. — ^When 
the  King  of  Sardinia  was  told  this,  he  could 
not  help  expreffing  his  furprife  at  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  greatnefs  of  mind  and  difinterefted- 
nefs,  and  therefore  ordered  his  agent  to  offer 
the  fame  fum  as  a  royal  prefent  to  Mr.  Pitt^ 
who  had  before  refufed  it  as  a  perquilite*  His 
anfwer  to  this  was,  that  as  the  Parliament  had 
granted  thofe  fums  for  fuch  ufes,  he  had  no 
right  to  any  part  of  the  money ;  that  he  did 
no  more  than  his  duty  in  paying  it  entire; 
and  hoped  the  refufal  of  the  King's  prefent 
upon  that  ojccafion  wotild  not  give  offence. — 
When  his  Sardinian  Majefty  heard  this,  he 
faid.  Surely  this  Englilhman  was  fomcwhat 
more  than  a  man/' 


Kefufet  the 
peiquificeon 
the  Sardini- 
an fubfidy.  . 
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•      CriAP.    VIIL 

LORD  GRANVILLE  AND  MR.  PELHAM  RECONCFLEP^THE 
PRINCE'S  CLAIMS  IN  THE  CORNISH  BOROUGHS.— NEW 
OPPOSITION  FORMED.— MR.  PITT'S  SPEECH  ON  THE 
MUTINY  BILL  CONCERNING  THE  HALF-PAY  OFFICERS. 
—ON  THE  GLASGOW  PETITiON.— ON  THE  MUTINY  BILL, 
CONCERNING  THE  WESTMINSTER  ELBCTION.—ON  DUN- 
KIRK,—ON  I'HE  TREATIES  WITH  BAVARIA  AND  SPAIN. 
—DEATH  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  PRINCE  O?  WALES. 

CHAP.  nPHE  fame  unanimity  which  diftinguifhed 
^ — w— '  the  two  laft  feflions  of  Parliament  qon- 

'^^^'  tinued  until  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle^  in 
I -Id  Gran.  1 748.  EvcD  Lofd  GranvUle  became  recon- 
a:  t.hm  ciled  to  the  minifter.  This  extraordinary  re- 
conciliation was  efFeded  by  Robert  Nugent 
Efq.  afterwards  Earl  Nugent^  as  he  himfelf  re- 
lated it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the 
year  1 784.  ''  He  appointed  them/'  he  laid, 
**  to  meet  at  his  houfe,  and  their  meeting  was 
to  be  kept  a  profound  fecret.  One  repaired 
to  his  houfe  quite  muffled  up,  fo  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  any  one  who  faw  him  to  know 
him.  He  juft  introduced  them  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  left  them,  to  themfclves.  He  took 
care,  in  the  mean  time,  to  have  a  good  fupper 

.  ready 
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ready  for  them,  of  which  they  partook;  they  ^vinT* 
drank  heartily  after  it;  the  wine  put  an  end  ^^^"C^ 
to  the  referve  on  which  they  had  a£ted;  they 
fpoke  freely  J  confidence  was  eftabliflied  be- 
tween them ;  they  became  fmcere  friends,  and 
remained  fo,  and  cared  not  the  next  day  who 
knew  the  ftory  of  this  interview/' 

When  the  rebellion  was  effeftually  cniflied,  Pnnce'f 
the  miniftry  refolved  to  diffolvethe  Parlia-  the  comiih 

,  •        .  boroughs. 

ment.     The  Prince  of  JVales  having  been  in- 
formed of  this  refolution,  he  held  a  ftannary 
court,  in  his  capacity  of  Duke  of  Cornwall. 
In  this  court  fome  claims  attached  to  that  ho- 
nour were  revived,  which,  had  they  been  ad- 
mitted, would  have  given  the  Prince  a  confi- 
derable  influence  in  fome  of  the  Cornifti  bo- 
roughs.      Lord  Bolingbroke  was  fuppofed  tp 
have  becQ  the  Prince's  advifer  in  this  affair. 
When  the  King  heard  it,  he  fent  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  to  the  Prince  with' a  meffage,  de- 
claring the   claims  fet  up  by  the  court  of 
ftannary  to  be  wholly  inadmiflSble. 

The   new   Parliament   met  in  November 
1747;  but  although  it  was  obvious  the  Prince's 

friends 


»747- 
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^Yiu^'  friends  were  joined  by  the  Tories,  there  was 
no  oppofition  made  to  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  feflion  pafled  over  veith  the 

Newoppo-    fame  unanimity  as  before.     But  during  the 

fition  form-  '  ^ 

•**•  prorogation  a  ftrong  oppofition  was  formed, 

and  it  was  refolved  to  adt  with  vigour*  The 
Prince  put  himfelf  publicly  at  the  head  of  it. 
Mr.  Pitt^  Mr.  J^oa:  {afterwards  Lord  Holland)^ 
Mr.  Murray  (afterwards  Lord  Mansfield)  ^  and 
feveral  othi^r  gentlemen  of  diflinguifhed  abili* 
ties,  adhered  to  Mn  Pelbam. 

i74».  On  the   aQth   of  November  1748,  com- 

menced the  fecond  feflion  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment. But  although  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  had  been  concluded  and  publifhed  in 
the  preceding  month  of  October,  no  copy  of 
it  was  laid  before  Parliament.  The  King 
mentioned  the  treaty  in  his  fpeech,  and  the 
terms  of  it  were  feverely  reprobated  in  the  de- 
bate upon  the  addrefs.  But  Mr.  Pitt  did  not 
fpeak  on  the  fubje<fi. 

When   the  Mutiny  bill  was  brought  in, 

there  appeared  to  be  fome  frefli  claufes  added, 

•'    particularly  one,  fubjefting  officers  upon  half-? 

pay 
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pay  to  the  penalties  of  the  bill.  This  was  ^v,J,'* 
wannly  oppofed,  as  being  dangerous  to  the  ^"'^l^ 
conflitutiont 

Mr.  Pitt  defended  the   claufei     *  What  jjr;^«;;'« 

*  danger/  he  afked,  *  could  arife  from  oblig-  *£w^^'3r 
^  ing  a  half-pay  officer  to  continue  upon  the 

^  military  eftablifhment  ?  Itis  admitted  on  all 
^  hands,  that  while  iie  is  in  full  pay  he  mufl; 

*  employ  his  time,  his  ftudy,  and  even  his 

*  fword,  as  his  fuperiors  fhall  dired.  There 
^  may  pdflibly  be  danger  in  this,  but  it  never 

*  can  happen    until  the  direftion    becomes 

*  wicked,  nor  prevented  but  by  tl;ie  virtue  of 

*  the  army.  It  is  to  that  virtue  we  even  at 
^  this  time  truft,  fmall  as  our  army  is;  it  is  to 
^  that  virtue  we  muft  have  trufted,  had  this 

*  bill  been  modelled  as  its  waf meft  oppofers 
^  could  have  wiihed;  and  without  this  virtue 
^  fhould  the  Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the 
^  people  of  England,  entrench  themfelves  be-* 
^  hind  parchment  up  to  the  teeth,  the  fword 

.  *  will  find  a  paflfage  to  the  vitaU  of  the  coi)i(H« 

*  tution/ 

A  petition  from  the  city  of  Glafgow,  pray* 

ing  to  be  reimbuifed  the  fum  of  ten  t1)pvfau4 

YQhf  u  f  pouadSf 
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^  vm.^'  "pounds,  extorted  from  that  city  by  the  Pre^ 
*— v^  tender  during  the  late  rebellion,  occafidned  a 
debate  in  a  committee  of  fupply,  on  the  I2th 
of  April  1749;  when  it  was  moved  to  grant 
the  faid  fum.  The  motion  was.  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Bowes;  other  towns,  he  faid,  deferred 
the  fame  favour;  and  if  this  fum  was  granted 
to  Glafgow,  other  places  having  the  fame 
claim,  would  exped  the  like. 

Mr.  pitr.        He  WIS  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  fiud* 

rpccch  on  J  7  9 

the  cuf.    c  I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  difpute  with  the  ho- 

••*"•         *  nourable  gentleman,  wliether  there  are  nbt 

^  many  places,  both  in  England  and  Scotland^ 

*  that  have  an  equal  pretence  to  loyalty  as  the 
^  city  of  Glafgow,  and  that  ihewed  as  much 

*  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  the  government  during 
^  the  late  rebellion^  as  that  city;  but  this  I 

*  will  aver,  that  there  was  no  city,  town,  or 

*  place  in  Great  Britain,  that  fu£fered  fo  much, 

*  or  that  fhewed  greater  zeal  in  the  fame  cir- 

*  cumilances.     And  without  derogating  from 

*  the  merit  of  any  one,  I  may  fay,  that  there 
^  are  not  many  cities  in  the  united  kingdom 
^  that  have  fo  often  or  fo  remarkably  diftin- 

*  This  i^ech  ym  alfo  written  hj  Gonbn: 

*  guifhed 
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guifhed  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  ^viik^' 
It  was  this.  Sir:  it  was  the  whole  tenor  of  *"^^^T^ 
this  city^s  conduct,  from  the  time  of  the  Re- 
formation, that  drew  the  refentment  of  the 
rebels  upon  it,  and  made  them  refolve  upon 
the  extravagant  demand  they  at  firft  made 
upon  that  city. .  If  they  had  infifted  upon 
their  firft  demand,  the  city  muft  have  been 
ruined;  becaufe  it  would  have  been  impof- 
fible  for  the  inhabitants  to  have  raifed  fuch  a 
fum.  Of  this  they  had  the*  good  for- 
tune to  convince  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels  j 
and  even  the  rebels  fhewed  that  they  had  no 
inclination  to  ruin  fuch  a  flourifliing  city, 
though  the  inhabitants  appeared  generally 
to  be  their  enemies.  Shall  a  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, Sir,  fhew  lefs  regard  to  their  friends 
than  the  rebels  fliewed  to  their  enemies? 
The  rebels  gave  them  io,oool.;  that  is  to 
fay,  they  pafled  from  io,obol.  of  their  firft 
demand,  rather  than  ruin  the  city ;  and  this 
I  may  the  more  juftly  call  giving  them 
io,oooL  becaufe  if  the  rebels  had  plundered 
the  city,  they  would  have  found  three  times 
the  value  of  that  fum  among  the  inhabitants. 
If,  then,  the  rebels  gave  that  city  io,oooL 
rather  than  expofe  it  to  ruin,  fliall  a  Britiih 
p  2  •  Par- 
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^  VM.^'  *  Parliament  refufe  to  give  it  i  o,oooL  to  pre- 
*  ferve  it  from  ruin? 


1748. 


*  It  really  fliocks  me,  Sir,  to  fee  fuch  a 
queftion  (land  a  debate  in  a  Britifli  Houfe 
of  Commons.     If  the  rebels  had  fucceeded 
in  their  flagitious  attempt,  and  had  called  a 
flavifti  Parliament,   for  they  would  never 
have  called  a  free  one,  I  fhould  not  have 
wondered  to  fee  fuch  a  queftion  oppofed  in 
a  Houfe  of  Commons  aflTembled  by  their 
authority ;  but  it  aftonilhes  me  to  fee  fuch  a 
queftion  oppofed  in  a  Houfe  where  every 
member  prefent  profefles  his  friendftiip  for 
that  city,  and  acknowledges  the  gratitude 
due  to  it  from  the  public  for  its  behaviour. 
Thfe  hon.  gentleman  told  us,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  depreciate  the  real  merit  of  the  city 
of  Glafgoiv:  I  do  not  know  what  he  in- 
tended, but  he  endeavoured  to  (hew  that 
the  behaviour  of  that  city  was  not  fo  merito- 
rious as  reprefented,  becaufe  they  attempted 
nothing  in  favour  of  government  till  after 
the  rebels  had  marched  into  England,  from 
whence  they  had  reafon  to  expeft  that  none 
of  them  would  ever  return.    This,  Sir,  was 
certainly  an  jnfinuation  that  the  people  of 

*Glaf- 


>74*- 


OP  THE  EARL  OP  CHATHAM.  029 

Glafgow  never  did  anything  in  favour  of  ^^|f  ^* 
the  government,  as  long  as  they  thought  the 
government  in  any  danger  from  the  rebel- 
lion ;  and  if  this  had  really  been  the  cafe,  I 
Ihould  have  had  no  great  opinion  of  their 
merit.  But  I  will  fhew  that,  before  the 
rebel  army  entered  England,  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  people  of  Glafgow  to  do 
any  thing  in  favour  of  the  government; 
and  that  they  had  not  then  the  lead  reafon 
to  imagine  that  government  was  out  of  all 
danger  from  the  rebellion. 

•  When  we  confider.  Sir,  that  the  rebels 
marched  through  one  half  of  England,  with- 
out any  oppofition  from  the  militia;  when 
we  confider  that  even  in  their  retreat, 
though  purfued  by  the  Duke  and  the  regu- 
lar forces,  they  met  with  no  obftruftion 
from  the  militia ;  we  cannot  with  any  juftice 
blame  the  fouth  or  weft  parts  of  Scotland 
for  not  oppofing  them  with  their  militia. 
And  as  to  the  city  of  Glafgow,  it  had  nei- 
ther time  to  provide  for  its  defence,  nor  was 
it  capable  of  making  a  refiftance,  had  it  had 
time.  The  town  is  an  open  town,  without 
fo  much  as  a  wall  round  it,  and  the  inhabit- 
p  3        ,  *  ants 
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^  vm''  *'ant8  had  neither  anns,  ammunition,  nor 
any  fort  of  military  difcipline  among  them  ; 
fo  that  it  wa8  impoffible  for  them  to  think 
of  oppofmg  an  army  of  Highlanders,  who 
are,  by  the  care  of  their  chiefs,  bred  up  to 
arms  and  military  difcipline  from  their  in- 
fancy, Befides,  they  had  no  time  for  fuch 
an  undertaking ;  for  the  rebels  came  down 
upon  them  in  a  very  few  weeks  aft^r  firft 
appearing  in  arms ;  and,  till  the  battle  at 
Prefton,  every  one  had  reafon  to  believe 

'  that  General  Cope^  with  the  forces  under 
his  command,  would  have  given  a  good  ac- 

'  count  of  them. 

•  The  cafe  was  very  different.  Sir,  both 
'  with  regard  to  Newcaftle  and  Carlifle,  be- 
caiife  both  being  furrounded  with  a  wall 
'  may,  in  a  few  days,  be  fo  fortified  as  to  be 
'  able  to  refill  a  flying  party.  Yet  how  little 
'  refiftance  did  the  latter  make?  For  though 
'  they  had  many  weeks  to  prepare  for  their. 
^  defence;  though  they  had  hopes  of  being 
^  relieved  in  a  few  days  by  the  army  then  aC 
^  fembled  at  Newcaftle,  under  Marihal  WaJe^ 
^  they  gave  up  their  city  the  very  next  day 
'  after  they  found  the  rebels  were 'preparing 

*  for 
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for  a  general  afTault;  and  yet  that  city,  or  ^v,^;^* 
at  Icaft  the  caftle,  might  have  held  out  much  ^TT^ 
longer  againft  the  rebels,  who  had  no  bat-« 
tering  cannon  along  with  them ;  for  a  fmall 
party  of  the  rebels  held  out  the  caftle  aft^r- 
wards  for  fome  days  againft  the  Duke,  and 
would  probably  have  held  out  much  longer 
if  they  had  not  heard  that  fome  battering 
cannon  were  upon  the  road  from  White^ 
haven  to  be  employed  againft  thenu 

^  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  opinion  the  people 
of  Glafgow  might  have  of  the  fafety  of  the 
government,  or  the  event  of  the  rebellion^ 
at  the  time  the  rebel  army  marched  into 
England,  they  could  not  have  fuch  thoughts 
of  either  as  the  hon*  gentleman  was  pleafe.d 
to  reprefent;  for  as  to  the  fmall  number  of 
that  arniy,  the  people  in  Scotland  had  from 
thence  I'eafon  to  fear  that  the  rebels  were 
well  aflfured  of  being  joined  by  great  num- 
bers in  England,  or  that  there  was  treachery 
both  in  his  Majefty's  councils  and  armies; 
for  without  fome  fuch  well-grounded  hopes 
no  one  could  fuppofe  that  men  of  common 
fenfe  would  think  of  invading  England  with 
an  army  of  5  or  6000  Highlanders,  At  the 
p  4  *  time 
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time  of  the  kevolution,  it  was  at  firft  faicl^ 
that  the  Prince  of  Otange  was  to  invade 
England  with  an  army  of  JcJ^Qoo  men,  and 
many  of  the  King'^  ffiends  feemed  to  be 
frightened  at  the  rifews;  a  noble  Lord,  who 
was  known  to  be  a  firm  friend,  feemed  to 
make  light  of  the  news,  and  faid  he  appre- 
hended no  danger  from  fuch  an  army;  but 
when  it  was  afteiwards  reported  that  the 
Prince  w^is  to  bring  2o,ood,  he  began  to  be 
afraid;  and  when  he  heard  that  the  Prince 
Was  to  come  with  14,000  only^  then  cries 
he,  "  We  are  Undone  I"  When  they  alked 
him  the  reafon  why  he  was  fo  much  afraid 
of  14,000,  when  he  feemed  no  way  afraid 
of  ;jo,ooo,  he  anfwered,  "  An  army  of 
30,000  could  not  conquer  England;  but  no 
man  would  come  here  with  an  army  of 
14,000,  if  he  was  not  fure  of  finding  a  great 
many  traitors  amongft  ouirfelvcs/* 


*  This,  Sirs  foort  appeared  to  be  ajuft  way 
of  thinking;  and  though  the  event  fhewed 
that,  if  the  rebels  had  any  fuch  hopes^  thofe 
hopes  were  very  ill-grounded ;  yet  this  the 
people  of  Glafgow  could  not  forefee;  there- 
fore, from  the  fmall  number  of  the  rebel 

•  ormyi 
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army,  tliey  had,  according  to  the  fame  ^*n,.^* 
way  of  thinking,  rather  caufe  to  dread  the  ^"7^ 
event,  than  to  fuppofe  that  none  of  that 
army  would  ever  return:  Nor  could  they 
fuppofe  this  from  the  fpirit  that  appeared  in 
England  in  favour  of  the  government;  for 
though  I  am  very  well  convinced  that  this 
fpirit  t^^s  fmcere  and  true,  yet  I  am  afraid 
if  the  teheUleader  could  have  perfti^tded  his 
people  to  have  ventured  a  battle  againft  the 
Duke  in  Stafibrdfhire,  or  to  have  given  him 
the  flip,  marched  towards  London,  and 
fought  a  battle  near  this  city,  the  fate  of 
England  would  have  depended  upon  the 
iflue  of  that  battle;  for  if  they  had  obtained 
a  victory,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
London,  I  queftion  much  if  the  fpirit  of  the 
'  populace  would  not  foon  have  taken  a  very 
different  turn. 

*  I  muft  therefore  conclude,  Sir,  that  when 
^  the  rebel  army  marched  to  England,  the 
^  people  of  Glafgow  could  form  no  judgment 
^  with  any  certainty  about  the  event  of  the 
'  rebellion;  and  confequently,  that  what  they 
'  did  afterwards  could  proceed  from  nothing 
^  but  their  fteady  attachment  to  this  govern- 

^  ment; 
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^vm*'  *  ment;  and  I  muft  add,  that  theh?zeat  waf 
^  much  the  more  meritorious,  as  it  was  mani^ 
^  fefted  after  they  had  feverely  fmarted  f(wr  it, 

*  in  having  fuch  a  large  fum  of  money  ex- 

*  torted  from  them  by  the  rebels,  merely  on 

*  account  of  the  zeal  they  had  formerly  (hewn 

*  fbr  fupporting  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

*  A  burnt  child,  they  fay,  dreads  the  fire; 
f  ind  if  the  people  of  Glafgow,  after  having 

*  fmarted  fo  fenfibly  for  their  loyalty,  had  re-» 

*  folved  to  lie  quiet,  and  wait  the  event  of 

*  ^ings,  their  condud  would  have  been  ex- 
'^  cufable.  By  holding  fuch  a  conduct  they 
^  wotild  have  been  confiderable  gainers,  even 

*  though  we  fhould  grant  the  money  now 

*  moved  fbr.     But  they  honefUy  aiid  bravely 

*  fefolved  not  to  be  idle  fpe£tators  of  the  con- 

*  fufions  of  their  country.     They  refbWed  to 

*  be  active  in  putting  a  happy  end  to  them  as 
^  foon  as  poflible ;  and  with  this  view,  as 

*  foon  as  they  had  an  opportunity,  they  put 

*  themfelves  to  very  great  expence. 


*  To  fay.  Sir,  that  this  expence  was  at- 
■*  tended  with  no  fuccefs  or  e&d,  is  what  no 

*  man  can  fay  with  any  certainty;  for  the  re- 

*  gimcnt  they  raifed  and  fent  to  Stirling,  with 

*  two 


I7*fc 


OF  THB  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  9$^ 

'  two  more,  (b  effedhialljr  guarded  thatpafs,  ^  vin  ^* 
^  that  no  reinforcement  ever  did  march  that 

*  way  to  the  rebels;  and  the  regiment  they 

*  kept  at  home  very  probably  prevented  any 

*  reinforcement  being  fent  by  the  way  of 

*  Glafgow.     And  though  our  army  was  un- 

*  fortunate  at  the  affair  of  Falkirk,  yet  if  thd 

*  Glafgow  regiment  had  not  been  there,  it 
^  might  have  been  much  more  unfortunate, 

*  and  the  vidtory  of  the  rebels  more  complete ; 

*  for  though  that  regiment  was  engaged  in  thd 
^  a^ion,  it  i5  evident  that  it  was  not  defeated 
^  and  difperfed,   becaufe,  if  it  had,  the  meil 

*  would  have  run  home,  whereas  it  retreated 

*  in  good  order  to  Edinbui^h,  without  thi 
^  lofs  of  a  m^,  except  thofe  that  were  killed, 
^  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners  at  the  battle* 

•  As  to  the  behaviour  of  the  northern  coun-i 

*  ties,  and  that  of  Newcaftle  in  particular, 
^  comparifons  are  odious.  Sir;  and  I  fhould 
^  have  avoided  making  any,  if  I  had  not  been 
^  forced  to  it  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  laft.     I  (hall  readily  acknowlege,  and 

*  gratefully  own,  the  dutiful  zeal  of  all  thef6 

*  places  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  go- 

*  verament}  and  I  muft  like  wife  confefs  that 

*  thofe 
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thofe  who  do  not  defire  from  the  public  any 
rein^burfement  of  the  expence  they  were  at 
upon  that  occafioft^  have  more  merit  than 
thofe  that  do ;  but  at  the  fame  time  muft  ob- 
fenre,  that  before  the  rebels  left  Edin- 
burgh, all  thofe  places  were  fecured  againft 
any  vifit  from  them,  not  only  by  the  ftrong 
town  of  Berwick,  but  by  an  army  equal  to 
that  of  the  rebels,  encamped  near  Newcaftle, 
and  commanded  by  one  of  the  bed  generals 
in  the  fenrice ;  whereas  the  inhabitants  of 
Glafgow  fhewed  their  zeal  for  his  Majefty, 
even  when  the  rebels  were  mailers  of  their 
country.  And  as  to  the  expence,  it  muft 
be  acknowleged  that,  over  and  above  the 
relief  now  prayed  for,  that  city  was,  either 
voluntarily  or  by  compulfion,  at  a  much 
greater  expence  in  proportion  than  any  of 
the  places  mentioned;  fof,  from  what  was 
faid  by  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  it  appears 
that,  over  and  above  the  two  fines  extorted 
from  them  by  the  rebels,  their  expence 
amounted  to  above  8000I.;  which  is  greater 
than  what  the  town  of  Newcaftle  is  faid  to 
have  been  put  to ;  and  is,  I  am  fure,  qore 
in  proportion  for  the  fmgle  city  of  Glafgow 
alone  than  30,000!.  is  for  the  whole  county 

'   *of 
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of  York.  Befides,  Sir^  none  of  thofe  places  ^^n7* 
fuflfered  any  interruption  in  their  trade  or  ^.j^f 
'  manufadures,  whereas  the  trade  and  manu^ 
'  fadures  of  Glafgow  were  at  full  ftop,  almoft 
^  during  the  whole  time  of  the  rebellion.  To 
'  which  I  muft  add,  that  the  expence  of  the 
^  former  was  voluntary,  whereas  a  great  part 
^  of  the  latter's  expence  was  by  compulfion, 
'  which  makes  a  very  great  difference;  for 
'  people  may  generoufly  contribute  more  to 
'  the  ailiflance  of  government,  as  all  thofe 

*  places  did,  but  they  will  never  voluntarily 
'  contribute  more  than  they  can  fpare ;  whereas 

*  a  people  may  be  forced  to  contribute  what 
^  would  infallibly  prove  their  ruin,  fhould 
'  they  meet  with  no  retribution  j  which  is  th^ 

*  cafe  now  before  us, 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  city  of  Carlifle,  the 

*  rebels  might  perhaps  raife  the  taxes  there,  as 

*  they  did  in  many  other  places  j  but  I  caft- 

*  not  think  they  impofed  any  fine  upon  that 

*  city:  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  fa- 

*  voured  it,  becaufe  the  people  abfolutely  re- 

*  fufed  to  fupport  his  Majefty's  commanding 

*  officer  there  in  making  a  ftout  refiftance, 

*  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  city  and  caftle's 

*  being 


vin. 


tt3f  ANSCD6TES'  AND  SPEECHES 

'^  vin.^'  *  4)eing  fuf rendered.      I  therefore  think  we 

*  have  no  need  to  be  afraid  of  an  application 

*  for  relief  from  any  of  thofe  places ;  at  leaft, 
^  I  am  fure  th^t  if  any  fuch  application  fhould 

*  be  made,  it  cannot  be  fo  well  fupported  as 
^  the  application  now  under  our  confidf  ration ; 

*  and  confeqyently  our  complying  with  this 

*  can  be  no  precedent  for  our  complying  with 

*  any  future. 

•  But  that  of  iptrpducing  a  bad  precedent, 

*  18  not,  it  feems,  Sir,  the  only  danger  we 

*  are  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  by  agreeing  to  this 

*  motion:  We  are  befides  threatened  with  the 

*  danger  of  exciting  a  rebellion  in  England. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  fo  imaginary  a  danger,  that  I 

*  cannot  think  there  is  any  one  gentleman  in 

*  this  Houfe  that  is  really  afraid^f  it.  If  there 

*  fhould  be  txo  future  application  of  this  kind, 

*  we  can  be  in  no  fuch  danger;  becaufe  no 

*  man  can  be  difobliged  at  the  Parliament's 

*  not  granting  him  relief  if  he  does  not  apply 

*  for  it;   and  I  have  good  reafon  to  hope 

*  that  there  will  be  no  fuch  future  application. 

*  I  hope  all  gentlemen  and  bodies  politic  in 
^  Great  Britain  will  follow  the  example  of  the 

*  city  ofGlafgow,and  defireno  relief  for  what 
i  *  they 
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*  they  voluatarily  contrifeated  towards  the  ^vih/* 

*  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  government,  nor  ^"^T^ 

*  for  jvhat  they  fuffered  in  being  obliged  to 

*  give  free  quarters  to  the  rebels;  and  if  wie 

*  have  no  application  upoii  either  of  theffe 

*  heads,  I  believe  we  can  have  no  application 
^  made  to  us  upon  any  other.  But  fuppofb 
^  We  ihould  have  fome  appUcations,  we  fhall 
^  then  have  an  q)portunity  to  confider  their 
^  marits;  and  if  the  circumfiances  of  the  peti- 
^  tioners  ihould  appear  to  be  the  fame  with 
'  thofe  of  the  petitioners  now  before  us,  L  do 

*  not  queftion  their  meeting  with  the  fame 

*  fuecefs.     If  their  circumftanees  fhould  ap- 

*  pear  to  be  different,  and  not  near  fo  merito- 

*  rious,  we  mj^y  refufe  their  petition  with 

*  fafety ;  becaufe,  however  partial  they  may  be 

*  in.  their  own  favour,  the  refl  of  the  nation 
'  will  judge  impartially,  and  approve  our  re- 

*  fufal ;  and  if  the  refl  of  the  nation  approve 

*  it,  we  can  be  in  no  danger  of  its  exciting  a 

*  rebellion  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

*  Another  danger  we  are  threatened  with 

*  upon  this  occafion  is,  that  if  we  agree  to 

*  this  motion  it  will  encourage  people  not  to 

*  be  adive  in  defending  themfelves  againft 

*  any 
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any  future  invafion  or  infurre&ion^  or  pcr-» 
haps,  under  the  pretence  of  force,  to  contri- 
bute to  its  fupport.  This  I  ihall  grant.  Sir, 
might  be  the  confequence  of  laying  it  dowa 
as  a  general  principle,  that  all  v^ho  fuffer  by 
an  invafion  or  infurredion  fhall  have  their 
lofs  made  good  by  the  .public;  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  wrong  to  lay  down  fuch  a 
general  principle.  But  if  the  laying  down 
a  principle  would  furely  be  wrong,  it  would 
be  much  more  fo  to  lay  the  contrary  down 
as  an  unalterable  maxim  of  ftate.  It  would 
be  unjuft,  as*  well  as  imprudent,  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  principle,  that  thofe  who  ho 
neftly  and  bravely  rifle  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes in-  oppofition  to  an  invafion  or  infur- 
re&ion,  and  have  fuffered  feverely  on  ac- 
count, of  diat  oppofition,  fhould  meet  with 
no  relief  from  the  public,  efpecially  when 
their  prefervatibn  or  ruin  depends  upon  that 
relief,  which  appears  to  be  the  cafe  now  be- 
fore us.  And  if  we  confider  this,  we  muft 
allow  that  if  we  think  of  the  juftice  due  to 
the  public  creditors,  or  of  relieving  our  poor 
labourers  and  manufa£kurers,  we  muft  agree 
to  this  motion,  becaufe  the  public  revenue 
will  fuffer  a  great  deal  more  by  the  ruin  of 

♦  fuch 
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^  iuch  a  trading  town  as  Glafgow,  than  it  ^  ^^f^  ^* 

*  can  fuffer  by  granting  the  relief  defired  by    ^"""^^ 

*  the  petitioners  for  preventing  that  ruin* 

*  Tliis  relief,  Sir,  they  cannot  have  from 

'  the  produce  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scot- 

*  land.   It  would  be  like  prefcribing  a  remedy 

*  to  a  fick  man,  which  could  not  be  got  ready 
^  till  after  his  diftemper  had  put  an  end  to  his 

*  life.     It  will  be  feveral  years  before  any 
'  thing  can  be  made  of  thofe  eftates;  and  in 

*  the  mean  time  the  city  of  Glafgow  muft  be 

*  ruined  with  law  charges,  by  their  creditors 

*  fuing  for  their  money,  which  they  will  cer- 

*  tainly  do  if  their  intereft  be  not  regularly 

*  paid.     This  it  is  impoflible  for  the  corpora- 

*  tion  to  do  out  of  their  prefent  income,  and 

*  at  the  fame  time  fupport  their  neceflary  an- 

*  nual  expence;  therefore  their  ruin  muft  be 

*  inevitable,    or  the  relief  now   moved  for 

*  muft  be  granted.' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to* 

The  feflion  ended  the  1 3th  of  June  1 749.       ,^49. 

VOL.  I.  Q^  Nothing 
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^  vin.  ^*       Nothing  material  hapjpened  during  the  fum- 
^•"^'~-'    lAer. 

»74f- 

On  the  i6th  of  November  1749,  Parlia- 
liament  met  again;  when  it  appeared  that  the 
party  in  oppofition  had  increafed  confiderably 
in  number;  and  being  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales^  who  was  highly  po- 
pular at  this  time,  they  were,  from  that  cir- 
cumftance,  favourably  judged  of  by  the  public 
The  addrefs,  and  many  other  points,  were 
warmly  debated ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  fpeak 
upon  any  of  them. 

1750.  When   the   Mutiny  bill  was  brought  in 

(January  1 750),  Col.  George  Town/bend^  af- 
terwards Marquis  Town/bend^  proppfed  a 
claufe  by  way  of  rider,  for  preventing  any 
non-commiflioned  officer's  being  broke  or 
reduced  to  the  ranks,  or  any  foldier's  being 
punifhed  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  court- 
martial.  He  informed  the  Houfe  that  his 
claufe  was  founded  upon  indubitable  fa£ts. 
He  faid  he  had  witnefles  at  the  door  to 
prove  that  a  fergeant  and  corporal  were  re- 
duced to  the  ranks  becaufe  fome  of  their  party 

in 
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in  the  i?ear|  a6  they  were  going  upon  duty  to  ttid  ^  ^j,^  ^' 
play-houfe,  happened  to  Iky  in  the  ftreet,  Van- 
deputfor  ever  I  Fdr  this  heinous  offeilce,  which 
they  could  not  prevent,  the  two  non-commif- 
fxoned  officers  were^  without  triaJ,  reduced 
to  the  ranks.     There  was  a  long  debate. 

Mr.  P/V/,  who  was  ftill  Paymafter^  fpokc 
ag^nil  the  claufe:— * 


*  I  never  will  agree,*  he  faid,  ^  to  call  of-  *^'.  P'tt*« 

fpecch  on 

ficers  and  foldiei*s  to  the  bar  of  this  Houfe  ^"^^  ^"«'ny 

billy  con- 
to  traduce  and  impeach  each  other*   If  they  ^^^'^ 

once  learn  the  way  to  come  here  with  their  «^«^»<>»» 

.  .  .  M.  S. 

complaints,  they  will  next  come  with  their 
petitions.  Our  bufinefs  is  tO  confider  of  the 
number  of  forces  neceffai^  for  the  defence 
of  this  kingdom  and  our  poiTefiions,  and  to 
grant  the  money  for  the  maintaining  that 
number.  We  have  no  bufmefs  with  the  ' 
condudt  of  the  army,  or  the  officers  or  fol- 
diers  complaints;  thofe  are  fubjeds  v^hich 
belong  to  the  King,  or  to  fuch  as  Ihall  be 
commiffioned  by  him  to  hear  them.  If  we 
give  ear  to  them,  we  fhall  not  only  deftroy 
the  difcipline  of  the  army,  but  make  Parlia- 
ment deteftable;  for  it  will  be  in^p^ffible  to 
0^  2  *  give 
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give  fatisfadlion  to  both  parties;  beddes 
caufing  great  trouble  and  neglefl:  of  duty, 
in  coming  from  diftant  parts  of  the  king* 
dom.  Therefore  I  hope,  Sir,  the  Houfe 
will  not  permit  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  complaint  that  has  been  offered.  There 
is  not  the  leaft  pretence  for  faying  that  it  re- 
lates to  the  freedom  of  eledtion;  nor  to  the 
particular  eledtion  for  Weftminfter  now 
going  on.  It  relates  fingly  to  the  duty  of 
two  non-commiffioned  officers,  fent  out 
with  a  party  upon  duty,  and  it  was  the  fer- 
geant's  duty  to  have  made  report  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  if  it  happened,  and  he  knew  of 
it,  to  his  commanding  officer.  Why  he  did 
not  is  not  for  us  to  inquire ;  nor  is  it  a  quef- 
tion  for  this  Houfe  to  determine  whether 
the  commanding  officer  has  punifhed  his 
fergeant  and  corporal  with  unmerited  feve- 
rity.  It  belongs  to  a  court-martial,  or  board 
of  officers.' 


The  claufe  was  withdrawn. 


On  the  5th  of  February  1750,  Lord  E^- 
mont  moved  for  copies  of  all  letters  and  papers 
relative  to   the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  late  treaty  of  Aix  la  Cha-  ^^y  ^' 
pelle*.  N-rSr^ 

«750. 

Mr.  Pin  oppofed  this  motion.  He  faid,  Mr.  Pitt't 
it  was  not  only  impolitic  but  dangerous  j  as  i>«n^''^- 
tending  to  involve  the  nation  in  another 
war  with  France,  when  it  was  notorious  we 
were  in  no  fituation  adequate  to  bear  the 
expence.  It  was  a  very  good  anfwer  to  the  . 
motion  to  fay  it  was  premature ;  for  fince 
th6  conclufion  of  the  treaty  there  had  not 
yet  been  opportunity  to  execute  all  the  arti- 
cles of  it;  that  the  coft  of  the  work  being  to 
be  defrayed  and  performed  by  the  French, 
they  may  fay,  "  our  finances  are  reduced, 
we  cannot  afford  the  money  at  prefent,  but 
{hall  in  a  little  time."  At  all  events  the  mo- 
tion,' he  faid,  *  was  highly  improper  at  that 
moment.  It  was  an  affront  to  the  French 
court,  and  as  we  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
fupport  it  by  any  flrong  meafures,  it  was 
exhibiting  our  petulance  and  impotence.—^ 

*  Lord  Melcomhe  fays  (.in  his  Diary) ,  that  this  motion 
originated  with  the  Prince ;  ^nd  when  the  inutility  of  it  was 
reprefented  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  he  faid,  "  That  making 
tlic  motion  would  make  the  miniftry  feel  they  had  la  corde  au 
coir 

0.3  ^  At 
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^viu^'  ^  ^'  ^  future  period,  with  a  recruited  finance 
>■.  V  r-^  <  and  repjurpd  marine,  the  motion  may  be 

*  proper,  if  the  terms  of  the  treaty  have  not 
?  been  complied  with.  But  if  the  motion  is 
f  carried,  and  it  fhould  come  out  that  Dun- 

*  kirk  is  now  in  the  ftate  that  it  was  in  by  the 
>  treaty  of  Ujrecht,  explained  in  the  year 
f  1 71 7,  which  he  believed  to  be  the  fad, 
^  would  any  gentleman  fay  this  was  a  crime 
^  in  the  prefent  miniftry,  or  a  fufficient 
f  reafon  for  a  quarrel  with  France?' 

The  motipn  was  negatived  by  242  to  1 15. 

175?.  On  the  17th  of  January  X751,  the  Parlia- 

inent  met.  The  King,  in  his  fpeech,  inr 
formed  them  that' he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  and  another  with  the  Eledor  of 
Bavaria.  The  addrefs  was  moved  in  the  ufual 
ftyle,  approving:  of  thefe  treaties,  although 
they  had  not  then  been  laid  before  the  Houfe; 
iRfhich  occafioned  a  long  debate. 

Lord  Egmont  moved  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  oi  approbation  in  the  addrefs.  He  was 
anfwered  by 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Pitt^  who  faid,  *  The  treaty  with  Ba-  ^  ^j^^- 

*  varia  was  founded  in  the  beft  political  wif-^   v— v^^ 
^  dom ;  it  was  a  wife  meafure,    as  tending  Mr.  Piu*i 
^  moft  effedually  to  preferve  the  balance  of  tbTtrea^iet 
^  power  in  Germany,  and  of  courfe  to  pre-*  »« »« 

*  fefve    the  tranquillity    of  Europe.      The     ^  §. 
^  Eledor  of  Bavaria  was  taken  off  from  the 

*  French  intereft  by  it,  which,  as  it  contri-* 

*  buted  to  weaken  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  it 

*  contributed  to  the  continuation  of  pejice.— • 

*  The  treaty  with  Spain  was  a  wife  and  ad- 

*  yantageous  meafurc.     The  court  of  Spain 

*  had  agreed  to  many  conceflions;  they  had 
^  agreed  to  pay  a  lar^e  fum  to  the  South  Sea 

*  Company;  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
^^Britifh  trade  in  Spain,  that  Britifli  fubjeds 

*  were  to  pay  no  other  duties  on  merchant* 
^  dize  than  what,  the  King  of  Spain's  own 

*  fubjedls  were  to  pay.* — ^Lord  Egmont  had 
obferved  that  the  claim  of  no  Jearcb  had  not 
been  revived  in  the  treaty;  and  not  being 
even  mentioned,  this  effential  point  had 
been  totally  abandoned.  To  this  part  of 
Lord  Egmont\  fpeech  Mr,  Fitt  anfwered, 
^  That  he  had  once  been  an  advocate  for  that 

*  claim:  It  was  when  he  was  a  young  man; 

*  but  now  he  was  ten  years  older;  h?id  confi-^ 

<L4  *  ^er?d 
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^J^/^;^    *  dered  public  affair^  more  coolly,  and  was 

V..--.   *,     •   .;t  nvi'w;(-r]    .-•>>;_  '"'vcljim    ^.i   no  fcurch   re- 

'   ipccLiii^  ..:::*iii  VwUlx.^  dj.t.  t::-.:  v'^oaft  of  Spa- 

*  ni(h  America  could  never  be  obtained,  un- 

*  Icfs  Spain  was  fo  reduced  as  to  conient  to 
^  any  terms  her  conqueror  might  think  proper 
^  to  imppfe/ 

Lord  Egmont\  motion  was  negatived,  by 
r         ao3  againft  74, 

Death  of  the       Oil  the  joth  of  MarcH  the  Prince  of  Wales 

prince  of  ••      « 

Wales.      aiea. 

It  is  not  th?  defign  of  this  work  to  ftate 
the  particulars  of  that  event,  which  have  been 
already  related  in  other  books,  unlefs  fuch  re- 
lation is  very  erroneous.  This  event  is  no 
otherwife  neceffary  to  mention  here  than  as  it 
annihilated  the  plan  of  a  regular  and  fyftema- 
tic  oppofition  that  was  forming,  and  when 
completed  was  intended  to  a£t  under  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  protedion  and  cantrouL 
Lord  Melcombes  printed  account  admits  this 
fa£t  in  part.  But  there  are  letters  from  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  confideration  which  may,  per- 
haps, on  fome  future  day  he  primed,  which 

ftate 


Vlli. 

1751. 


OF  TH£  EARX.  OF  CHATHAM.  >49 

ftate  this,  and  other  traits  of  the  Prince's  cha-  chap. 
rafter,  ftronger,   and  with  more  truth  than- 
Lord  Mclcombc  has  done. 

The  printed  accounts  of  the  Prince's  cha- 
raftcr  are  not  very  exadt.  Perhaps  they  were 
vrrittcn  very  focii  after  his  death,  a\  hca'  an 
impartial  writer  might,  be  influenced  by  cau- 
tion ;  for  all  forts  of  minifters  are  eager  to  pro- 
fecute  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  when  they  can 
do  it  under  the  pretence  of  defending  royalty. 
Nor  is  it  Icfs  true,  that  when  they  are  dif- 
mifled  from  office,  no  fubjedts  are  more  eager 
to  exercife  this  privilege.  Thefe  accounts 
ftate  the  Prince  to  have  been  a  man  of  mod 
excellent  talents,  and  poflefling  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  &c. 
&c.  No  aflertions  can  be  more  diftant  from 
truth.  The  befl:  of  his  qualifications  might 
be  negatively  defcribed.  His  heart  was  not 
bad ;  nor  was  he  an  enemy  to  the  kingdom  ; 
he  amafled  no  private  treafures,  nor  adopted 
any  fmifter  advice  with  a  view  to  obtain  them ; 
he  was  not  infane,  nor  under  the  private 
tiution  of  the  Princefs. 


AKICDOTES  AND  SPZECHIS 


'7S'- 


CHAR    IX. 

THE  REGENCY  APPOINTED.— THE  BEDFORDS  TURNED 
OUT^MR.  PITT'S  TREATMENT  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  NEW- 
CASTLE.^MR.  PITT'S  BILL  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE 
CHELSEA  PENSIONERS, 

nPHE  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  filled 
the  oppofition  with  the  greateft  con- 
fternation  and  confufion.  Several  of  them 
thought  of  making  terms  with  the  minifter— 
others  of  feceding—- and  fome  were  for  re- 
maining with  the  Princefs,  and  taking  the 
chance  of  events. 


thtftttn^  The  flrft  meafure  of  government  was  the 
fettlement  of  a  regency,  which  was  done 
upon  fdiT  and  liberal  terms.  The  Princels 
Dowager  was  made  Regent,  and  guardian  of 
the  minor,  as  well  as  of  her  other  children. 
Being  a  female,  there  was  a  council  of  re- 
gency appointed,  confifting  of  the  great  offi- 
cers of  ftate,  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  yf2i^ 
placed  at  the  head  of  it.  This  compliment  to 
t;he  Duke  occafioned  fpme  invidious  fpeeches 

in 
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la  Pariiameat,  from  gentlemen  who  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  Duke*s  real  charadler,— 
Time  has  fliewn  that  the  analogies  they  of- 
fered in  the  way  of  prophefy  had  not  the 
leaft  foundation  in  truth.  The  Duke  had,  in 
the  judgn^ent  of  thefe  gentlemen,  treated  the 
Scots  rebels  with  too  much  feverity.  But 
this  was  a  juftifiable  feverity.  And  thofe 
who  had  latent  defigns  forgaye  not  the  dif- 
appdintQient^ 

The  debate  was  upon  the  claufe  refpeding 
the  council.     Mr.  Pitt  defended  the  bill;  but 
by  fomething  he  faid  concerning  the  council, 
Mr.  Fox  thought  he  hinted  at  the  Duke  of 
CumberiajiJj  and  began  defending  the  Duke; 
but  Mr.  Pitt  explained  in  fuch  terms  that  Mr« 
Fox  went  away  without  dividing.     The  de^ 
bate  being  in  a  committee,  the  Speaker  fOn-- 
Jlow)  made  a  very  able  fpeech  agsdnft  the 
claufe,  which  he  deprecated  as  fraught  with 
great  aQ4  probable  evils;  he  dreaded  no  im- 
proper ambition  in  the  Duke ;  nothing,  h? 
was  confident,  was  farther  from  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  heart;  but  his  apprehenfion  was, 
that  the  Duke  and  Princefs  would  not  coakfce 
in  meafures ;  and  he  infinuated,  in  delicate 

terms, 
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terms,  his  anxiety  upon  the  raifunderftand- 
ing  which  fubfifted  between  the  Princefs 
Dowager  and  the  Princefs  Amelia;  and  the 
warmafFedtion  between  the  latter  Princefs  and 
her  brother.  This  fpeech  gave  Mr,  Pelbam 
a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs,  and  he  often  men- 
tioned it. 

The  Regent  was  not  impeded  in  her  juft 
aiuliority  by  any  harlh  conditions;  nor  were 
there  any  limitations  of  her  power  introduced 
that  implied  the  lead  fufpicion  of  her  integrity 
or  rectitude.  The  King  himfelf  treated  her 
with  every  mark  of  refpeft,  attention,  and 
afFedion.  He  frequently  vifitcd  her;  1 2,5001. 
were  immediately  paid  her;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  war  which  quickly  followed  de- 
manded greater  fupplies  than  the  war  of  any 
former  period,  yet  her  money  was  conflantly 
paid.  And  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  (George 
III.)  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  the 
King  ordered  him  a  feparate  allowance  (over 
and  above  what  was  given  to  the  Princefs)  of 
40,000!.  per  annum  from  his  civil  lift. 

The  party  which  had  arranged  tliemfclvcs 
under  the  late  Prince  of  Wales^    being  now 

Wltll- 
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\srithout  head  or  cement,  the  Pclbams  faw  ^^^^^* 

they  had  an  opportunity  of  iacreafmg  the  '^ ' 

number  of  their  fupporters,  by  embracing  the 
fugitives,  and  turning  out  the  Duke  of  Bed-^ 
ford  and  his  friends,  who  had  never  a£ted 
cordially  w^ith  them,  not  even  during  the 
war.  In  June  1751,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ^^^^-,, 
was  difmifled  from  the  oflSce  of  fecretary  of  ""^' 
ftate,  and  Lord  Sandwich  from  the  poft  of 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Lord  Trentbam 
(fince  created  Marquis  of  Stafford)^  from  the 
fame  board,  and  fome  others  of  his  Grace's 
friends  from  other  offices.  Thefe  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  being  joined  by  thofe  of  the 
late  Prince's  party,  who  had  not  united  with 
the  PelbamSy  they  formed  a  frefh  oppofition  j 
and  though  they  were  not  confiderable  in 
number,  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  privately 
countenanced  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland^ 
and  to  have  a  fccret  communication  with  Mr. 
Fox.  Lord  Holdernejfe  fucceeded  the  Duke 
of  Bedford^  and  Lord  Anfon  was  placed  at 
the  admiralty. 

The  feffion  clofed  in  June,  and   nothing 
material  happened  during  the  fummer. 


Par- 
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Parliament  met  again  on  the  i^ih  df  No- 
vember 1 75 1,  but  there  were  no  debates;  and 
the  feffion  clofed  on  the  25th  of  March  1752. 
Five  days  after  the  Parliament  irofe  the  King 
went  to  Hanover.  During  his  Majefty*s  ab- 
fence,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  intriguing  and 
negotiating  amongft  all  parties.  But  in  every- 
one of  thefe  negotiations  Mr.  Pitt  and  the 
GrenvilUs  were  totally  omitted;  however,  the 
increafmg  weight  and  confequence  of  Mr. 
Pitt  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  excited  the 
jealoufy  of  the  principal  perfons  in  office,  as 
well  as  of  thofe  in  oppofition.  He  was  not 
Ignorant  of  the  clandeftinc  projects  of 
both  parties;  but  he  defpifed  them.  In  one 
conference  he  had  with  the  Duke  oi  Newcqfile^ 
he  treated  that  nobleman  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  if  he  had  not  dreaded  him  he  would  have 
difmiffed  him;  for  he  ftill  hcjd  the  poft  of 
Paymafter.  The  fubjedt  of  the  conference 
was  the  meafures  which  the  King  was  taking 
in  Germany,  tofccure  theeledlion  of  a  King 
of  the  Romans.  In  this  conference  Mr.  Piti 
told  his  Grace  that  he  engaged  for  fubfidies 
without  knowing  the  extent  of  the  fums,  and 
for  alliances  without  knowing  the  terms.  The 
Duke  complained  of  Mr.  Pitt\  hauteur  to  his 

con- 
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confidential  friend  Mr.  Stomj  who  advifed  his  ^  ^  ^* 
Grace  to  overlook  it,  faying  it  would  be  moft 
prudent* 


nc 

I7$i. 


1(1  the  fucceeding  feffion,  which  began  on 
the  1 1  th  of  January  1753,  and  ended  the  7th       »753« 
of  June  in  the  fame  year,  Mr.  Pitt  took  no 
part  in  any  of  the  debates. 

And  he  was  alfo  totally  filent  in  the  next 
feffion,  which  commenced  on  the  ijth  of 
November  1753,  and  clofed  on  the  6th  of 
April  1754.  ,754. 

In  1754  Parliament  was  diflblved. 

The  new  Parliament  met  on  the  14th  of 
November.  Mr.  Pitt  was  ftill  in  his  oiEce  of 
Paymafter.  The  next  day  (the  15th),  as  foon 
as  the  addrefs  was  reported,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  Mr.  pur* 

/•l  t       •  t  t»t1  1«1  Mil  ^*^    ^^^  ^* 

for  leave  to  brine:  in  a  bill  which  wul  be  an  relief  of  the 

^  ,  .  Chelfeapcn. 

everlafting  monument  to  his  humanity.  He  fio«n, 
prefaced  this  motion  with  a  melancholy  de- 
fcription  of  the  hardfhips  to  which  the  out- 
peniioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital  were  expofed 
by  the  prefent  improper  mode  of  paying  their 
penfions.     The  poor  difabled    veterans,  he 

laid, 
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faid,  who  were  entitled  to  this  excellent  cha- 
rity, were  cruelly  opprefled  by  a  number  of 
wretches  who  fupplied  them  with  money  in 
advance.  By  the  prefent  method,  the  poor 
man  can  receive  no  money  until  he  has 
been  twelve  months  upon  the  lift.  This  was 
extremely  unjuft,  becaufe  the  poor  veteran *s 
merit  and  claim  to  the  charity  commenced 
from  the  moment  of  his  difability  in  the  fer- 
vice.  But  by  this  delay  of  the  firft  payment, 
he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  borrowing 
money  upon  the  certificate  of  his  admiflion 
.upon  the  lift.  He  was  fupplied  with  a  pit- 
tance by  one  of  the  people  called  ufurers,  who 
compelled  the  poor  wretch  to  allow  him  a 
moft  exorbitant  intereft.  The  pradiice  con- 
tinuing a  few  years,  the  penfioner  had  no- 
thing to  fubfift  on;  the  whole  of  his  penfion 
being  fwallowed  up  in  ufury.  To  remedy 
this  grievance,  he  propofed,  by  his  bill,  that 
when  the  penfioner  was  admitted  upon  the 
lift,  half  a  year's  penfion  fliould  be  advanced 
and  paid  him;  with  fome  other  regulations 
on  the  fame  humane  principle,  and  the  biil  to 
commence  on  the  25th  of  December  1 754.— 
The  bill  was  immediiitely  brought  in,   and 

unani- 
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unaiiimoufly  pafTed  both  Houfes,  with  un*  ^^A^** 
common  expedition. 

Mt*  PUt  took  no  part  In  the  debates  during 
the  feiSon^  which  ended  on  the  2  j:th  of  April 
*755J  ^^^  ^^^^  d^ys  after  the  King  fet  out     ms* 
for  Hanoven 
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CHAR    X. 

CEATH  OP  MR.  PELHAM.— MR.  FOX  WISHES  TO  SUCCEA 
MR.  PELHAM,  and  to  be  MINISTER  OF  THB  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS.— EXPLANATION  OF  MINISTER  OF  THK 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.— MR.  PITT  EXPECTS  TO  BE  MADE 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE.^^IR  THOMAS  ROBINSON  AP- 
POINTED.-.GENERAL  DISSATISFACTION.— PARTY  AT 
LEICESTER.HOUSE.— STATE  OF  THE  NATION. 

€HAP.  TN  March  1754,  Mr.  Pdbam  died.  This 
i^rx^  event  proved  as  fatal  to  the  miniftrjr  as  the 
Mr.'peihMi  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  to  the 
oppofition. 
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Mr.  Fox  Mr.  Fox^  who  was  fecretary  at  war,  wUhed 

^cceedMr.  to  fuccecd  to  Mr.  Pelbami  fituation,   and 

lobeminif-  thc  oppofition  offcrcd  to  aS  urider  him  if  he 

Houicof      was  appointed ;  but  the  Duke  of  Ncivcqfik 

faid,   ^    He  had  been  fecond  minifler  long 

enough;  that  he  would  not  have  a<fied  in 

that  capacity  under  any^  body  but  his  brother^ 

and  now  his  brother  was  gone  he  would  be 

at  the  head  of  the  treafury  himfelf/'  Mn  Fox 

then  folicited  the  Duke  to  fucceed  his  Grace 

in  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate;  and  it  isv 

^eiy  probable  that  this  requeft  would  have 

been 
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Veen  granted,  had  he  not  infifted  upon  hav-  ^  ^^  ^• 
iag  the  management  of  the  Houle  of  Com-  ^--v-^ 
mens,  which  the  Duke  peremptorily  refufed; 
and  upon  that  point  the  negotiation  broke 
off. 

The  management  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-  f/|;'*„7^^" 
toons,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  confidential  depart-  ^'com^l"^* 
ment,  unknown  to  the  conftitution.     In  the  "***"*• 
public  accounts  it    is    immerfed   under   the 
head  of  fecret  fervice*     It  is  ufually  given  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  when  that  poll  is  filled 
by  a  commoner.      The  bufinefs  of-  the  de- 
partment is  td  diftribute  with  art  and  policy^ 
amongft  the  members  who  have  no  odenfible 
places,   fums  of  money,  for    their  fupport 
during  the  feffion ;  befides  contrads,  lottery 
tickets,  and  other  douceurs.     It  is  no  uncom- 
mon ciifcumftance,  at  the  end  of  a  feffion,  for 
a  gentleman  to  receive  five   hundred  or  a 
thcufand  pounds  for  hisfcrvkes  *. 

'  When 

*  Mr.  Fox  was  (b  confident  his  negotiation  with  the  Duke 
Would  fo^ceed,  that  while  it  was  pending,  he  fent  the  foUuw- 
iog  Icttet  to  hi8  friends  : 

R  2  «  Sir, 


th  ANECDOTES  Am)  SRdCHES 

c  H^A  P.       When  it  was  known  that  the  Duke  of  JVJrar- 

^--p^   cafiie  intended  the- Treisifury  for  himfelf,  Mr. 

/^**'  >  Pitt 

«Snr, 

^  The  King  haf  dtxlared  His  fnteation  to  naake  xne  fecit-, 
farf  of  ftatCy  and  I  (very  unvmrthy  as  I  fear  I  am  of  fuch  an 
lk«dertaking}  mujt  take  the  conduB  of  the  Houfi  of  Commooi, 
I  cannot,  therefore,  well  accept  the  office^  till  after  the  firft 
day's  dehflct^,  which  may  he  a  warm  one.  A  g^cat  attendance 
that  day  of  my  friends  will  he  of  the  greateit  confequencc  to 
sny  future  fituation,  amd  I  fhould  be  extremely  happy,  if  yoa 
would,  for  that  reafoir,  fiieW  yourfelf  amoogft  tkeniy  to  the 
|rreat  honour  of,  &c.  &c. 

In  the  Memoirs  oi  the  Mardiibnefs  of  Ponpadour  (voL  % 
pages  57,  58,  59,  Eng-  tianf.  1766)  we  arc  prefchted  with 
^  a  very  intercfting  anecdote,  wrktca  to  Cardinal  Flcmry,  hy 
MEngUfh  minlfler  of  that;  time : 

♦*  I  penfion  (writes  the  minifter)  ia!f  the  Paifiaaient,  to 
keep  it  quiet.  But  as  the  KingV  money  is  not  fufficient,  tkeyr 
to  whom  I  give  none,  clamour  loudly  for  a  war ;  it  would  be  ex* 
pedient  for  your  Eminence  to  remit  me  three  nnllieas  of  French 
tivres,  in  order  to  filence  thefe  barkers.  Gold  is  a  metal  which 
here  corredls  all  ill  qualities  in  the  blood.  A  penfion  of 
2000L  a«year  witT  make  the  raed  impetuous  warrior  iii  Paiiia* 
Blent  as  tame  as  a  lamb  J* 

By  the  help  of  this  anecdote,  we  are  enabled  to  compre* 
fcend  the  mj^V^/ meaning  of  a  minifter's/Ax/mm^of  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  a  miniiler's  condu&'mg  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  Tlie 
former  phrafe  we  find  ufed  by  Mr.  Tindal,  in  the  o&Mto 
edition  of  his  Hiilory  of  Ett^^Iaod,  voL  xxL  page  439 — it 

runs 
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Pitf  expeSed  that  the  feals  of  fecrctary  of      x. 
ftate  would  have  been  offered  to  him.     It  is  ^  1/54^^ 
certain  that  he  did  not  afk  for  them,  but  he  ^^'J^^^ 
«xpe4£led  them  without  alking.     This  difap--  ^  aLu?^^ 
pointment  was  in  ibme  degree  palliated  by 
aiaking  Mr.  George  GrtitvUlt  treafurer  of  th« 
navy,  who  at  that  time  lived  in  the  utmoft  in- 
timacy with  Mr.  Piit^  and  was  become  hi^ 
relation,  by  Mr.  Pitt  having  lately  married 
his  fifter.     Mr.  Z^^c  was  appointed  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  Sir  Thomas  Ro*  sk  t.  it«. 
bwfi)n  fi^cretary  of  ftate,  and  ibme  other  alter*  pTu^edT 
atious  were  piade.     But  ootwithftanding  this 
arrangement,  there  was  a  general  diiIatis&c->  omcriidic 
tion  throughout  all  parties.     Some  difliked 
the  meafures,  others  difliked  the  men;  in  fine, 
nobody  was  pleafed ;  neither  thofe  in  office, 
^or  tbofc  out ;  and  there  was  xiew  a  party  form-^ 
ingthat  feemed  to  menace  more  danger  to  their 
views  than  their  own  differences.     This  was 
the  party  of  Leicefter*-houfe,  which  threw  a  paytyji 
general  alarm  and  conftemation  over    the  h«Srl*^ 
whole.      No  one  was  quite  certain  of  whom 

runt  thus :  "  Mr.  P— — ,  J>eforc  his  death,  had  fettled  the 
/Aw  of  the  new  Parliament/'— And  £amc  yoL  page5i09  he 
fiibjoiBs— '<  At  to  the  eledions,  they  went  mvich  ia  the  iame 
track  tbiU  bad Umlmdwibj  Mr.  P«-— -•'' 

R  3  this 
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this  party  confifted.  Several  individuals  in 
oiEce,  and  in  oppofition,  were  fufpedked  of 
fecrctly  belonging  to  it,      • 
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Another  circumftance,  not  lefs  alarming  to 
the  miniftry  than  to  the  whole  nation,  was  the 
flame  of  war  which  had  been  kindled  in 
North  America,  and  threatened  to  burft  out 
Sf»teof  the  in  Europe.  Great  Britain  was  at  thii  period 
every  day  more  ciofely  riveted  to  the  contU 
nent  by  frefh  engagements,  while  her  own 
proper  affairs  were  totally  negleded.  Her 
fleet  was  rotting  in  ordinary  j  her  army,  ex- 
cept fuch  corps  as  were  under  the  eye  of  iha 
Duke  of  Cumberland^  relaxed  in  difcipline,-*^ 
Her  minifters  were  timid  by  difunion,  and 
their  meafures  were  enervated  by  ignorance^ 
Hipwever  unpleafing  the  faCt  may  be  to  relate^ 
it  is  a  fadfc  which  the  beft-informed  perfont 
will  not  contradict,  that  the  principal,  if  not 
only  attention  of  all  defcriptions  of  men,  was 
employed  at  this  time  in  intriguing  and  nego^ 
tiating  for  places.  But  in  this  general  affer*- 
tion,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  that  all  parties 
were  influenced  by  the  fame  motives.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  fome  perfons  were  a£tuated 
by  thepafSon  of  fclf-intcreftj  but  it  is  equally 
•  true 
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true  that  there  were  many  who  were  governed 
by  a  fincere  defire  to  ferVe  the  country ;  that 
offices  were  no  otherwife  their  objedls  than  as 
they  gave  them  power  and  fituation  to  do 
good.  This  diftinaion  it  is  not  only  proper, 
but  neceflary,  to  naake;  becaufe  it  was  a  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  next  reign,  and  the  vo- 
taries of  the  court  diHeminated  it  with  uncom- 
mon art  and  induftry^  that  all  mankind  were 
knaves  alil^ie;  that  the  fubje£t8  of  all  Kings 
ought  to  look  for  honefiy  in  the  royal  bofom; 
they  faid  it  refided  no-where  elfe.  This  poli- 
tical blafphemy  came  with  unpardonable  ef- 
frontery from  the  fcllowers  of  a  court,  which 
owed  its  elevation  to  the  true  orthodox  prind-* 
pies  of  the  conftitutioo, 
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CAUSES  6FTHE  DISAGREEMENT  AT  LEJCESTF.R-HOUSE.^ 
LORD  HARCOURT  Al^  DR.  HAYTER  RESIG^J  THEIH 
POSTS  Of  OOVERKOR  AND  PRECEFTOR  TO  THE  PRIKCE, 
—DUKE  OF  BEDFORD'S  MOTION  UPON  THIS  SUBJECT  IN 
THE  HOtTSE  OF  LORDS. -FURTHER  EXPLANATION  Q9 
THE  PRINCIPLED  INCULCATED  AT  LElCESTfiR-HOUSS; 

T  TPON  the  death  of  Frederick  Prince  of 
Wdts^  the  education  of  the  Prince 
(George  III.)  had  been  committed  to  Lor4 
HarcQurt  as  governor;  to  Dn  Hayter^  Bilhop 
of  Norwich,  as  preceptor  j  and  to  Andrew 
Sone  Efq.  brother  to  the  Primate  pf  that  name, 
as  fub-governor  j  recommended  by  the  Duke 
of  Nev>cajile\  and  to  Mr,  Scott  as  fub-pre-* 
ceptor,  recommended  by  Lord  BoUngbroke. — • 
In  about  a  year  and  a  half  a  difagreement 
brdke  out  amongft  them  of  a  moft  important 
nature.  It  was  faid  by  the  friends  of  Leicefter- 
^oufe,  that  the  governor  and  preceptor  did 
not  difcharge  the  duties  of  jheir/  truft  with 
alacrity.  But  it  came  out  afterwards  that  this 
complaint  lay  deeper  than  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed.  .There  were  two  perfons  conccriied  in 
5  *^ 
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this  affair  whom  it  is  proper  to  mention  pard-  ^^^^* 
cularly.     Mr.  Stone  was  the  moft  confidential  Ui*»--i 
friend  and  advifer  of  the  Duke  of  Ntwcqfile^  cmAi  of 
The  other^   Mr.  Murray^  afterwards  Lord  Ht^SfT^ 
Mansfiildy  Was  in  precifely  the  fame  iituation.  ^****"* 
and  degree  of  credit  with  Mr.  Pelbam.     Be^ 
tween  Mr<  Stanc  and  Mr.  Murray  there  fuh* 
fified  the  warmeft  intimacy;  not  only  thar 
friendihipS)  but  their  principles  and  potitics^ 
were  pei&dly  congenial     Lord  Butij  who 
bad  been  lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  late 
Prince,    and  was'  continued  in  tlie  family; 
gained  a  fuperior  influence,  by  afiiduity  and 
attention*    He  was  moreover  favoured  by  the 
Princefs*     The  referve  of  Lord  Harcwrt^  and 
the  very  orderly  demeanour  of  the  Bifliop; 
gave  great  advantage  to  Lord  Bute^  who  ex- 
celled in  the  alTumption  of  theatrical  grace 
and  ge(hire ;  which,  added  to  a  good  figure, 
rendered  his  converfation  particularly  pleafing^ 
and  at  lengdi  created  a  partiality  in  his  favoun 
T^e  Duke  of  Nt^cafiU  and  Mr.  Pdbam  had 
information  of  every  circumftance  at  Leicefter- 
houfe.    In  a  little  time  the  Bifhop  found  fome 
very  improper  books  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Prince.     He  complained  of  this  matter  to  th^e 
Puke  of  Neucqftle^  and  in  a  few  days  Lord 

Har^ 
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Harcourt  and  the  Bifhop  refigaed.  From  the 
period  of  making  this  counter  complaint,  it 
toniF^-  became  a  ftruggle  .between  the  party  of  LtU 
pr.  tuyta  cejler^boufe  and  the  Pelbams^  which  fliould 
have  the  power'  of  educating  the  Prince- 
While  this  difpute  was  going  on,  a  third 
party  (the  Bcdfords)  interfered  for  the  fame 
purpofe;  by  attacking  Stone  and  Murray. 
Thefe  gentlemen  were  ch&rged  with  being 
^acohttes.  Lord  Raven/worth  brought  the 
charge.  A  comdiittee  of  the  privy  council 
was  direded  to  inquire  into  it.  The  com* 
mittee  fat  feveral  times  upon  it:  But  the  two 
Cpnfidents  ha4  the  ^ddrefs  to  acquit  themfelves, 
Jdtbough  y^r.  Fawcett^  recorder,  of  NeWcaftIc, 
fwore  to  their  having  drank  the  Pretender's 
^health  ffsyeral  times* 

On  the  22d  of  March  1753^  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  made  the  following  motion  in  the 
Duke  of  Houfe  of  Lords:  *^  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  bis  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
graciouily  pleafed  to  give  orders,  that  there 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe  the  feveral  examina- 
tions of  the  Lord  Raven/worthy  the  Dean  of 
Durham^  Mr.  Fawcett^  the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
St.  4fapb^  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Gloucefier^  die 

hon. 
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lion,  Mr.  Murray^  tiis  Majefty's  folicitor-ge* 
neral,  Andrew  Stone  Efq.  and  iuch  other  ex- 
aminations upon  oath  as  have  been  taken  be- 
fore the  Lords  appointed  by  his  Majefty  to 
inquire  into  informations  of  a  very  material 
nature,  relating  to  a  perfon  in  the  fervice  of 
their  Royal  Highneffes  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Prince  Edward^  and  the  other  perfons 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  faid  examina- 
tions; likewife  all  letters  and  papers  relative 
thereto,  and  the  report  made  by  their  Lord- 
ships to  his  Majefty  thereupon/*  But  the 
Duke  of  Newcqftle^  and  the  reft  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  were  againft  the  motion,  and  therefore  it 
was  negatived.  Lord  Harcourt  faid  in  the 
debate,  that  he  found  he  had  no  authority 
over  the  Prince's  education,  nor  could  he  be 
of  any  fervice  unlefs  the  fub-governor  and 
others  (Scott  and  Crejfct^)  were  difmifTed, 
all  of  whom,  he  had  ftrong  reafons  to  .believe, 
were  yacohites^  and  therefore  he  had  refigned. 
The  Pelbams  thought  they  had  gained  their 
point  in  the  proteSion  of  iS/^/iif  and  Murray ^ 
and  in  appointing  Lord  Waldegrave  and  the 

•  Crcffet  was  fecretary  to  the  Princefs ;  and,  upon  her  rc- 
fiomxnexxlatioo,  was  appointed  treafurer  to  the  Prince. 

Primate 
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^^u''  Primate  to  fujcceed  the  refignersj  while  the 
fad  was^.  they  were  deceived  axxd  betrayed  by 
their  own  people.  By  this  fecret  manoeuvre, 
;he  influence  and  afcendenqy  of  Lord  Bute 
were  completely  eflabliihed.  At  that  ume 
was  circulated,  by  the  Bedford  party ^  a  re- 
markable paper^  which  the  reader  will  find 
m  the  note*.      And  in  the  weekly  paper 

called 

*  ^  Memorial  of  fevend  NMmm  and  Gentlemea^  of  dxf^ 
rank  OMdfartimf* 

The  Memorialifts  reprefdnt. 

That  the  education  of  the  Piince  of  W^i  is  of  the 
ittmoft  importance  to  the  whole  nation :-— That  it  oagKt 
alwajB  to  he  eBtrufted  to  NoUetnen  ef  the  caoft  tmUenulhed 
honour,  and  to  Prdates  of  the  moft  diftio^uKhed  virtuci  of 
the  pioft  accompliihed  kaming^  and  pf  the  moft  unfufpefted 
principles  with  regard  to  government  both  in  the  church 
and  ftate  :•— That  the.  misfortunes  which  the  nation  formcrijr 
IbSiredi  or  efeaped,  under  King  Charles  I.  King  Chaiies  IL 
and  King  James  II.  were  awing  to  the  bad  education  of 
tho(e  Princes^  who  were  early  initiated  in  majums  ^  arbi- 
trary p«v^^  \ — That  for  a  fa£^ion  to  cngrofs  ik^t  education  of 
^  Prince  of  Wake  to  themfeUes,  exduding  ovea  of  probity 
and  learning!  is  unwarrantable^  dangerousy  and  ill^al ; — ^That 
to  place  men  about  the  Prince  of  Wales  whofe  principles  arc 
iufpeftedy  and  whofe  belief  ui  the  myfteries  of  our  faith  is 
dottbtfulj  has  the  moft  mifqhievo^s  tcndeAQy.  and  oiight  j^iftly 
to  alarm  the  friends  of  their  country,  and  of  the  Frotdlaot 
fucceffion :— That  be  a  minifter  to  fupport  low  mea«  who 
were  originally  improper  for  the  high  truft  to  which  they 
were  advancedi  after  complaints  madeof  darkj^  fufpicioos,  ao<i 

UDvar* 
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caHcd  TbtFrotefier   (printed  in  fmall  folio,  *^,^^- 
lifeb   The    North  Briton^  Auditor j  &c«  and 

which 

unwairantaBIe  inetho<k  made  ufe  of  bj  foch  men,  la  their 
^lan  of  education,  and  to  protedand  countenaBce  fuch  men 
in  their  infolent  and  unheard-of  behafviour  to  their  fuperion^ 
IS  a  foundation  for  fufpeding  the  wbrft  defigns  in  fuch 
minifters; — ^That,  it  being  notorious  that  books  *,  incul- 
cating the  worft  maxims  ^f  government,  and  defending  the 
inoft  avowed  tyrannies,  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales f  it  cannot  but  affcd  the  memoriahfts  with 
the  moft  melancholy  apprehenfions,  whcB  thej  find  that  the 
men  who  had  the  honefty  and  refolution  to  complain  of  fuch 
aftonilhing  methods  of  inftrudion  are  driven  away  fron 
court  f,  and  the  men  who  have  dared  to  teach  fuch  dodbines 
are  continued  in  truft  and  favour:— That  the  fecurxty  of  this 
government  being  built  on  Whig  principlesy  is  ak»e  fupported 

^'Fsdier  Orletnt'B  Revdvtiom  of  the  Honfe  •!  Staut— Ram&]r*t 
impels  of  Cyrm^  Sir  Robert  FihnKrV  PBtiiarchj  sod  other  books  la* 
cekatinf  the  foae  prineipkik 

f  Alluding  to  the  refigiiati«u.Qf  Lord  Harconrt  and  Dr«  Hayter,  who 
were  fiicceeded  by  Lord  Waldegrave  and  Dr.  Stone. 

The  following  lincft  were  written  tmder  I>r.  Maytcr'c  portrait,  publsiheA 
as  this  time; 

**  Mot  gentler  virtues  glow*d  m  Csnibny*t  bieaft. 
Not  more  his  young  Tclemachtts  was  bkd  j 
Till  envy,  fa&ion,  and  ambitions  Rgc, 
Drove  from  ft  gtoihy  court  the  ptous  r«ige. 
Backto  his  flock  with  tranfport  hit  withdrtw,  - 
And  but  one  figh,  an  honefl  oae,  he  knew  I 

0  guard  my  royal  pupil,  Heaven !  he  laid. 
Let  not  his  youth  be,  like  my  age,  betray 'd ! 

1  would  have  form*d  his  footileps  in  thy  way ^ 
But  vice  prevails,  and  impioarmen  bear  fway/* 
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*^^*V  which  fcems  to^bc  the  pap^r  alluded  toty 
Lord  Afelcombc,  in  his  Diar7i ,  p.  235^  236)1 

num- 

by  Whig  sealr^^Hiat  the  eftabliitunent  of  the  pre&nt  Roy^I 
family  being  fettled  in  the  time^overthn)W  of  Queen  Anne's 
laft  miniftry,  it  cannot  hot  alarm  aO  tnie  Whigt  to  Rear  of 
fchoohnaftera  of  very  contrary  principles  being  thought  of  for 
preceptors*  and  to  fee  none  but  the  friends  and  pupils  of  the 
late  Lord-  BoRn^roie  entrufted  wkh  the  education  of  a  Prince 
w|iofe  family  that  Lord  endeavoured  by  his  meafures  to  ex* 
dude*  and  by  his  writings  to  expel  from  the  ihrone  of  thefe 
kingdoms  :«-Tha(  there  being  gf-ieat  reafod  to  believe  that  a 
aoble  Lord  has  accufed  6ne  of  the  preceptors  of  Jacobitifm,  it 
IS  aftpnifliing  that  flo  tfotice  ^as  httu  taJcen  of  a  complaint  of 
fo  high  a  nature  (  on  the  contrary,  the  accufed  perfon  con* 
tinues  in  the  fame  truft»  without  any  inquiry  into  the  grounds 
of  the  charge,  or  any  ftep  taken  by  the  accufed  to  purge  him- 
felf  of  a  crime  of  fo  black  a  dye:— That  no  fatisfadion  being 
given  to  the  governor  and  preceptor,  one  of  whom,  though  a 
Jiobleman  of  the  moft  unblemiflicd  honour,  and  the  other  a 
prelate  of  the  moft'  unbiafTed ^virtue,  who  ^ave  both  been 
treated  in  the  grofleft  terms  of  abufe  by  a  menial  fervant  of  the 
£unily ;  it  is  derogatory  to  his  Majefty's  authority  under  which 
they  aded ;  is  an  afFront  to  the  Peerage ;  and  an  outrage  to 
the  dignity  of  the  church :— That  whoever  advifed  the  refufal  of 
an  audience  to  the  Bifhopof  Norwich,  who  was  fo  jiiftly  alanne<{ 
«t  the  wroAg  methods  which  he  faw  taken  in  the  education  of 
the  Prince  of  IVaia^  is  a<i  enemy  to  this  country,  and  can  only 
mean  at  leaft  to  govern  by  a  fa^lion^  or  is  himfelf  influenced 
by  a  miore  dangcrnns  &dioA,  which  intends  to  overthrow  the 
government,  and  reflore  that  of  the  exHed  and  arbitrary  houfc 
of  Stuart  :^TiiBi  to  have  a  'Scotchman  IMurray^  of  a  moft 
4ifaf{ii<aed  fimnlly,  a»i^  aOied  in  (he  neareft  manner  to  the  Pre* 
tender's  firfl  miniftQ',  confulted  in  the  education  of  the  Prince 

of 
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aaxubcr'  XV.  September  8,  1753,  after 
laying  a  good  deal  about  Sione^  are  thefe 
words  :  "  And  whatever  may  be  the  mifgiv- 
ings  and  repinings  of  thofe  who  isxpeded  a 
kingdom  of  their  own,  and  t^ho  now  fee 
themfelves  for  ever  excluded,  tho/e  who  have 
the  forming  of  the  youth  have  reafon  to  pra- 
mife  themfelves  the  like  afcendancy  over  the 


99 
mans 


This  bufinefs  being  fettled,  the  party  « 
Leicefter-houfe  went  on  as  they  thought  pTO- 
per,  S/oney  Murray^  and  Lord  *Bute^  were 
in  perfed  union;  not  indeed  oftenfibly,  bift 

of  Wciesy  and  intruded  with  the  mo{{  important  fecitts  of  go^ 
^eminent,  muft  tend  to  alarm  and  difgufl  the  friends  of  the 
prefent  Royal  Family,  and  to  encourage  the  hopes  and  at* 
tempts  of  the  Jacobites : — ^Laftly,  the  memoriaUfts  cannot 
help  remarking y  that  the  three  or  four  low,  dark,  fufpefted  , 
petfonsy  are  the  only  men  whofc  ftation  is  fixed  and  perma- 
nent ;  but  that  all  the  great  offices  and  officers  are  fo  conftantlf 
▼aried  and  (huffled  about,  to  the  difgrace  of  this  country,  that 
the  bed  affe^ed  perfons  apprehend  that  there  is  a  fettled  de^ 
iign  in  thefe  low  and  fufpeded  people  to  infufe  fuchjealoulies,' 
caprices,  and  ficklenefs  into  the  two  miniders,  whofe  con(i« 
dence  they  engrofs^  as  may  reader  this  government  ridiculotit 
and  contemptible,  and  facilitate  the  revolution,  which  the 
memorialifls  think  they  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  fear  i« 
meditating, 

GOD  PRESERVE  THE  KING. 

con- 
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confidentially.  And  in  a  vety  little  titAt 
(that  18,  before  the  war  broke  out)  Lord  £aib 
^id  hi&  court  to  Lord  Bute^  and  was  admitted 
of  bis  cabinet.  From  this  time  may  be  dated 
that  unhappy  and  dangerous  idea  which  Lord 
Bute  had  imbibed,  of  forming  a  double  cabi- 
net. He  had  it  from  Lord  BatJbi  who  told 
him,  the  o/^cial  men  ought  nofvcr  to  be  trufted 
with  information  of  any  meafure  until  it  was 
given  them  to  execute.  They  were  the  fer- 
vantSy  he  faid,  of  the  executive  power;  not 
the  power  itfelf.  This  extraordinary  dodrine 
will  appear  more  fully  if  the  letters  at  Fontbiil 
are  printed ;  for  Mr.  Alderman  Btckford  was 
one  of  thofe  who  at  this  time  paid  their  de- 
voirs at  Leicefter-houfe. 

After  Stone  and  Murray  had  been  acquitted 
by  the  privy  council,  very  little  attention  was 
paid  to  Leicefter-houfe  or  its  concerns  by  the 
Pelbams  or  their  Whig  friends.  In  a  very 
few  years  the  ideas  of  a  feparate  iritereft,  and 
of  a  feparate  party,  were  become  perfefltly  vl- 
iible  at  Leicefter-houfe. 
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CHAR     XII. 

SUBSIDIARY  TREATIES  WITH  HANOVER,  HESSP,  AND 
RUSSIA.,— PAYMENT  TO  RUSSIA  REFUSED.— DUKE  OF 
NEWCASTLE  SENDS  MR.  YORKE  TO  MR.  PITT— MB. 
FOX  OFFERS  TO  JOIN  MR.  PITT. ^DEBATE  ON 
THE  SUBSIDIARY  TREATIES.  —  MR.  PITT  TURNED 
OUT.— HIS  BALANCES  FOUND  IN  THE  BANK.— THE 
DUKE'S  MINISTRY  APPOINTED.— FURTHER  DEBATE  ON 
THE  TREATIES.— FRANCE  MENACES  AN  INVASION  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN.— HESSIANS  AND  HANOVERIANS  AR. 
RIVE  IN  ENGLAND.— FRANCE  TAKES  MINORCA^MR. 
PITT  AND  MR.  FOX  EXPLAIN  THE  CAUSES  OF  THAT 
CAPTURE.— ANOTHER  CAUSE.— CONVENTION  WITH 
PRUSSIA. 

/^N  the  15th  of  September  1755,  the  King  chap. 
^^^  returned  from  Hanover,  with  a  fubfidi-   \J^l^ 
ary  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  the  Land*  y^JlHJ' 
grave  of  Hefle,  for  twelve  thoufand  men,  for  ^^^'fJI*^"*^ 
the  defence  of  Hanover  or  Great  Britain. —  '"^  ^"^ 
Another  treaty  with  Ruffia,  which  he  had  ne- 
gotiated abroad  for  40,000  men,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Hanover  in  cafe  that  Eledlorate  (hould 
be  invaded,  was  Jini/bed^  and  figned  at  Ken- 
fington  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month. 

In  the  month  of  Oaober,  a  draft  from  Pe- 

teriburgh  was  prefented  to   the  Britifli  ex- 

VOL.  I.  9  chequer 
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^xif  ^'  chequer  for  ioo,oooL  in  confequence  of  the 
Ruffian  treaty.      Mr.  Legge  confulted   Mr. 


»7?5 


Ptyipent  to  Pitt.     Thcy  unitcd  in  refufing  payment  until 


Rnffi 


i  re- 


fafed.         the  treaty  had  been  approved  by  Parliament. 

While  the  King  was  at  Hanover,  the  Duke 
of  NewcqftU  received  information  of  the  ne- 
gotiations carrying  on  there;  and  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the   difapprobation  with   which   the 
treaties  with  Hefle  and  Ruffia  would  be  received 
in  England,  he  endeavoured  by  negotiations 
at  home  to  ftrengthen  his  minifterial  power. 
Of  all  his  opponents  he  reckoned  Mr.  Pitt  the 
^        mod  formidable;   to  him   therefore  he  firft 
Mr.  Yorke  applied.      He  fent  the  hon.  Charles  Torke  to 
Piit,  him,  to  found  bim^  as  he  called  it.     When 

Mr.  Torke  had  opened  his  bufmefs,  and  be- 
gan to  make  a  tender  of  the  Duke's  fincere 
friendihip  for  Mr.  Pitty  his  Grace's  unlimited 
confidence  in  ,  Mr.  Pitt  (lopped  him 

fhort,  and  faid,  "  That  as  to  friendftiip  and 
confidence,  there  were  none  between  them ;  if 
ever  there  had  been  any,  they  were  now  en- 
tirely deftroyed:  That  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  laboured 
under  the  King's  difpleafure,  which  the  Duke 
of  Neivcajlle  ought  to  have  removed;-  the 
Dukepcrfedly  knew,  he  faid,  that  the  Royal 

dif. 


*7SS- 


OF  THE  EARL  QF  CHATHAM*  ns 

difpleafurc  arofe  from  mifreprefentation,  and 
until  that  profcription  was  taken  off  he  would 
enter  into  no  convcrfationwliatever,  either  with 
his  Grace  or  with  any  perfon  from  him/* 

Mr.  Fox  having  been  informed  of  this  dif- 
ference between  the  Duke  of  NenJbcaJlle  and 
Mr.  P///,  made  a  propofal  to  join  Mr.  Pitt  Mr.  F'« 
againft  the  Duke  of  Newcq/ile.  Mr.  Pitt  re-  K'"  ^r. 
je(3:ed  the  propofal.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  Mr. 
Pitfs  motive  for  this.  Mr.  Fox  was  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland;  and  his 
Royal  Highnefs  had  differed  with  the  Duke 
of  Newcqfile  concerning  the  preparations  for 
war,  in  which  his  Highnefs  thought  the  mi- 
niiler  negligent  and  backward ;  and  he  more- 
over had  in  contemplation  the  appointment  of 
a  new  miniftry.  If  Mr.  Pitt  had  accepted 
Mr.  Fox\  propofal.  he  muft  have  taken  a 
fubordinate  fituation,  which  he  could  never 
think  of,  under  Mr.  Fox. 

The  Prince's  party  at  Leicefter-houfe  was 
increafing,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  them  ;  but  it  was  not  true  : 
He  was  their  friend,  but  not  their  coadjutor, 

s  2  Par- 


ST^  ANBClDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^  x.x  ^'  Parties  were  in  this  ftatc  when  Parliament 
* — ^^— ^  met,  on  the  13th  of  November  1755.  The 
treaties  with  Ruffia  and  Hefle  were  mentioned 
in  the  King's  ^fpeech;  and  an  infinuation  of 
an  engagement  to  approve  of  them  was  intro- 
duced in  the  addrefs  of  each  Houfe. 


Mr*  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge  condemned  them 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms. 

f^ecth*'^*        Mr.  P///  faid,  *  They  were  advifed,  framed, 

a^ainft  the    c  ^^^  exccuted,  ttot  with  a  view  to  the  de- 

Ruffia"**     *  fence  of  Great  Britain  in  cafe  fhe  (hould  be 

M.  s.      *  invaded  by  France  ;  not  with  a  view  to  pro- 

*  tea  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  if  they  fliould 

*  be  attacked  by  France,  but  purely  and  en- 

*  tirely  for  the  prefervation  of  Hanover  againft 

*  the  attempts  of  France   and  her  confede- 
^  rates,  which  I  believe  to  be  fo  entirely  the 

*  only  objedt  of  the  treaties,  that  I  am  con- 

*  vinced  they  would  not  have  been  made  had 
^  not  that  Electorate  belonged  to  the  fovereign 

*  of  this  ifland. 

*  They  muft  be  confidered  as  parts  of  a 

*  vaft  comprehenfive  fyftem,  to  gather  and 

*  combine  the  powers  of  the  European  conti- 

*nent 
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nent  into  a  defenfive  alliance,  of  magnitude  ^  ^^^  ^• 
fufficient  to  withftand  the  utmoft  efforts  of 
France  and  her  adherents  againft  the  Ele&o- 
rate ;  and  all  this  to  be  effeded  at  the  Angle 
expence  and  charge  of  Great  Britain. 

*  I  conceive  this  whole  fyftem  and  fcheme 
of  politics  to  be  abfolutely  impradicable. 

*  This  unfizeableproj  eft,  impradicable  and 
defperate  as  it  is,  with  refpe^ft  to  all  human 
probability  of  fuccefs,  will,  if  fully  purfued, 
bring  bankruptcy  upon  Great  Britain. 


*  The  three  laft  wars  with  France  coft  Britain 

*  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
'  money,  according  to  the  beft  of  my  inform- 

*  aticdi;  which  fum  amounts  to  the  rate  of 

*  more  than  forty  millions  each  war.     If  I 

*  were  provided  with  materials  to  be  more 

*  exaa,  I  fhould  not  think  it  worth  while  to 

*  confult  them  for  the  fake  of  accuracy,  theim- 

*  menfity  of  the  fum  beingfuch,  by  any  calcula- 

*  tion,thatthemiftakeof  afew  millions  can  pro- 

*  duce  no  fenfible  abatement  in  the  argument ; 

*  for  whether  forty  or  thirty  millions  be  the 

*  .medium  of  cur  former  expence  in  the  three 

s  3  *  wars 
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wars  with  France,  the  prefent  fyftem  of  po- 
Ktics,  if  carried  roundly  into  execution,  pre- 
fcnts  us  with  an  efFufion  of  treafure  ftill 
more  enormous;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place, 
the,  maintenance  of  our  juft  and  ncceffary^ 
war  in  North  America,  an  obje<a  which  had 
no  place  in  the  times  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne,  and  did  not  run  very  high  in 
the  late  war,  will  prove  a  very- inflammatory 
article  in  our  account ;  and  in  the  next  place 
the  expence  of  paying  and  feeding  thofe  mi- 
litary multitudes  which  fought  the  former 
wars,  was  divided  between  the  Englifh,  the 
Dutch,  and  other  nations  in  alliance  :  All 
which  expence  is,  by  the  fyftem  of  thefe 
treaties,  prepared  for  Britain  alone.  And 
when  we  confider  that  fuch  immenfe  iflues 
of  money,  outmeafuring  any  experiment 
of  paft  time,  are  to  be  fupplied  by  new 
loans,  heaped  upon  a  debt  of  eighty  millions, 
who  will  anfwer  for  the  confequence,  or  in- 
fure  us  from  the  fate  of  the  decayed  ftates 
of  antiquity? 


*  We   are  prefTed  into  the  fervice  of  aa 

*  Eleftorate.  We  have  fuffered  ourfelves  to  be 

*  deceived  by  names  and  founds,  the  balance 

^of 
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*  of  power,  the  liberty  of  Europe,  a  common   ^  "il^* 

*  caufe,  and  many  more  fuch  exjpreflions,  with- 

*  out  any  other  meaning  than  to  exhauft  our 

*  wealth,  confume  the  ^profits  of  our  trade, 

*  and  load  our  pofterity  with  intolerable  bur- 

*  dens.     None  but  a  nation  that  had  loft  all 

*  figns    of  virility  would  fubmit  to   be  fo 

*  treated*/ 

The 

*  Mr.  Piit  fpoke  a  fecond  time  in  this  debate.  It  is  not 
at  prefent  known  that  any  notes  have  been  preferred  of  this 
fecond  fpeech ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  argument  of  it  was 
fimilar  to  the  following  proteft : 

Housx  OP  Lords,  November  13,  1755. 

It  was  moved  to  leave  out  thefe  words  in  the  motion'for  an 
addrels : — 

•*  Or  againft  any  other  of  his  dominionsy  although  not  be- 
longing to  th/crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  they  fhall  be 
attacked  on  account  of  the  part  taken  by  his  Majefty,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  cffential  intcrefts  of  Great  Britain.'' 

After  debate, 
Thftqueftion  was  put,  "  Whether  thofe  words  (ball  (land 
part  of  the  queftion."  . 

It  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

Dtffentlent^ 
ift,  Becaufc  the  words  of  the  addrefs  objcacd  to,  pledging 
the  honour  of  the  nation  to  his  Majclly  in  defence  of  his  dec- 
toral  dominions,  at  this  critical  conjunaurc,  and  under  our    ^ 
prefent  encumbered  and  perilous  circumllanccs,  tend  not  only 

S4  ^0 
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^  xit.  *^'       "^^  addrefs  however  was  agreed  to.     But 
the  next  day  the  Duke's  negotiations  for  a  new 

mi- 

to  miilead  His  Majefty  into  a  fallacious  and  delufive  hope  that 
they  can  be  defended  at  the  expence  of  this  country,  but  feem 
to  .be  the  natural  and  obvious  means  of  drawing  on  attacks 
tipon  thofe  eIe6^oral  dominions,  thereby  kindling  a  ruin- 
ous war  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  which  it  is  next  to 
impoffible  that  we  can  prove  fuccefsful,  and  under  which 
Great  Britain  and  the  Ele&orate  itfdf  may  be  involved  in  on« 
common  deftru£iion* 

2dly9  Becaufe  it  is,  in  effe£^,  defeating  the  intention  of  that 
gart  of  the  A6b  of  Settlement  (the  fecond  great  charter  of  £ng* 
land),  whereby  it  is  ena^ed,  *  That  in  cafe  the  crown  and 
imperial  dignity  of  this  realm  {hall  hereafter  come  to  any  per* 
fon  not  being  a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  the  nation 
be  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  .war  for  the  defence  of  any 
dominions  or  territories  which  do  not  belong  to  the  crown  of 
England,  without  the  confcnt  of  Parliament/  For  if  at  thii 
jund^ure,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  our  prefcnt  quarrel 
with  France,  to  which  no  other  Prince  in  Europe  is  a  party, 
and  in  which  we  do  not  call  for,  nor  wifh  to  receive,  the  leaft 
aflillance  from  the  Eleflorate  of  Hanover,  it  (hall  be  deemed 
neceflary  in  juilice  and  gratitude  for  this  nation  to  make  the 
declaration  objeded  to,  there  never  can  be  a  fituation,  or 
point  of  time,  the  fame  reafons  may  not  be  pleaded,  and  fub* 
fift  in  full  force  $  nor  can  Great  Britain  ever  engage  in  a  war 
with  France,  in  the  defence  of  her  moft  effential  interefls,  her 
commerce  and  her  colonies,  in  which  (he  will  not  be  depnved 
of  the  moft  invaluable  advantages  of  fituation,  bellowed  upon 
her  by  God  and  nature  as  an  ifland» 

3dly,  Becaufe,  without  any  fuch  previous  engagement,  his 
Majefty  might  fafely  rely  upon  the  known  attachment  of  thii 

Uoufe 
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mlniftry  being  finiflied,  and  hw  arrangemctits  ^  2il  ^* 
ready.  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on  refigned,  upon  a  i-— v—^ 
penfton  for  three  lives,  and  the  wardrobe.-— 
Mr.  Fox  was  on  the  fame  Ifey  appointed  fecre^ 
tary  of  ftate  in  his  room. 

On  the  2oth  of  November  17c  c,  Mr.  Pitt  m;.  wtt 
and  Mr.  Leggc  were  difmifled  from  their  of- 
fices, as  were  alfo  Meffrs.  George  and  James 
GrenvilU. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  not  only  becaufe  the 
circumftance  is  peculiar,  and  exhibiting  a 
prominent  feature  in  Mr.  jP/V/'s  charader,  but 
as  it  is  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all 
honeft  ftatefraen,  that  when  Mr.  Pitt  was 
turned  out,  the  balances  belonging  to  his  of- 
fice were  all  lodged  in  the  Bank.  Thofe  who 
encouraged  the  many  attempts  which  were 
made  to  throw  a  fliade  upon  his  moral  cha* 
ra£ler,  were  the  difcoverers  of  this  fad,  to . 
their  utter  confufion  and  mortification. 

Houfe  to  hU  facred  perfon,  and  upon  the  generofity  of  this 

countiy»  famous  and  renowned  in  all  times  for  her  humamty 

and  magnanimity^  that  we  fliould  fet  no  Other  bounds  to  an 

objcdt  fo  defirable,  but  thofe  of  abfolute  neceifity  and  felf* 

prefcrvation,  the  fiHl  and  great  law  of  nature. 

TEMPLE. 

Sir 
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^  XI?  ^*  ^^^  George  Lyttelton^  afterwards  Lord  Zy/- 
^— v^^  /^//^/ry  was  made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
Kiw  minif-  Lord  Barrington^  fccretary  at  ws^j  Lord  Dar-^ 
lington  and  Lord  J^pplin^  joint  paymallers ; 
Mr.  DoddingtoTiy  afterwards  Lord  Melcombe^ 
treafurer  of  the  navy  ;  and  many  other  alter- 
ations took  place,  which  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  general  lift  of  adminiftratii)ns  at  the  end 
of  the  work. 

The  new  adminiftration  was  called  the 
Dtikes  tninifiry;  becaufe  his  Royal  Higlinefs 
had  recommended  the  principal  perfbns  who 
compofed  it.  Notwithftanding  the  refpefla- 
bility  of  the  recommendation,  yet  there  never 
was  an  adminiftration  more  impopular  and 
odious. 

The  firft  meafure  was  to  vote  the  loo^oool. 
for  Ruflia,  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge 
had  refufed  to  pay;  alfo  54,000!.  to  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe. 


Mr.  pitt't  Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  thefe  votes.  He  con- 
•gaii*  fo-  tended,  *  That  a  naval  war  we  could  and 
dies.  «  ought  to  fupport ;   but  a  continental  war, 

*  upon  this  fyftem,  we  could  not.'     He  ad- 
mitted 
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mitted  that  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  Hano-   ^  \^  ^* 
ver,  but  it  (hould  be  fccondarily.   *  If  Hano- 

*  ver  was  made  onrjirji  objefl:,  and  wc  pro- 

*  ceeded  upon  this  fyftemf  it  would  lead  us  to 
'  bankruptcy.^  It  was  impoffible  to  defend 
'  Hanover  by  fubfidies.     An  open  country 

*  could  not  be  defended  againft  a  neighbour 

*  who  could  naarch  150,000  men  into  it,  and 

*  fupport  them  by  as  many  more.     If  Hano- 

*  ver  fhould  be  attacked  on  account  of  her 

*  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  we  ought 

*  not  to  make  peace  until  we  had  procured 
'  her  full  and  ample  fatisfaftion  for  every  in- 

*  jury  and  damage  (he  may  have  fuftained. 

*  But  the  idea  of  defending  Hanover  by  fub- 

*  fidies  he  ridiculed  as   prepofterous,  abfurd, 

*  and  imprafticable.     This  fyftem,*  he  faid, 

*  would  in  a  few  years  coft  us  more  money 

*  than  the  fee-fimple  of  the  Ele£lorate  was 

*  worth;  for  it  was  a  place  of  fuch  inconfider- 
'  able  note,  that  its  name  was  not  to  be  found 

*  in  the  map.     He  ardently  tviflicd  to  break 

*  thefe  fetters,  which  chained  us,  like  Pro- 

*  Hietheus,  to  that  barren  rock.* 

In  the  months  of  January  and  February 
1756,.  France  began  to  march  large  bodies  of 

her 
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her  troops  towards  the  fea  coaft,  particularly 
into  Picardy  and  to  Dunkirk,  and  threatened 
to  invade  Great  Britsdn,  Thefe  preparations 
overwhelmed  our  timid  cabinet  with  alarm 
and  defpain  The  miniftry  thought  it  was 
*'  wifeft  and  beft''  to  defend  Great  Britain 
with  an  army.  Accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
March  the  King  fent  a  mefTage  to  Parliament, 
acquainting  them  that  he  had  made  a  requifi- 
tion  for  a  body  of  Heffian  troops,  purfuant  to 
the  treaty  lately  made  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe  Caflel,  to  be  brought  forthwith  hithen 
Both  Houfes  thanked  the  King  for  his  mef- 
fage. 

The  unanimity  with  which  thefe  addreflesof 
thanks  had  been  carried,  encouraged  Mr.  Fox  to 
move  another  addrefs  to  the  King,  which  was 
befeeching  tis  Majefty, "  That, for  the  more  ef- 
fe£lual  defence  of  this  ifland,  and  for  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  religion  and  liberty  of  his  fub- 
jeds  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign 
enemy,  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
order  twelve  battalions  of  his  eledoral  troops, 
together  with  the  ufual  detachment  of  ar;iil- 
lery,  to  be  forthwith  brought  into  this  ^ing- 
"-dom;'' 

There 
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There  was  feme  debate  upon  this  motion,  ^  ^^  ^ 
but  people  in  general  were  afraid  to  oppofe  it, 
becaufe  they  forefaw  it  would  be  immediately 
faid  they  were  Jacobites,  and  meant  to  favour 
a  defign  of  bringing  in  the  Pretender  again; 
and  Mr.  Fox  threw  out  this  idea,  when  he 
znade  the  motion. 


Mr.  P/V/,  however,  declared  his  difappro-  Mr.pittii 
bation  of  the  meafure;  the  natural  force  of  bringiofin 
the  nation,  he  faid,  was  fufficient  to  repel  any  troops. 
attack  of  the  enemy.     That  ftate  alone  is  a 
fovereign  ilate,  quifuisjlat  viribus^  non  alieno 
pendet  arbitrio^    which   fubfifts   by  its   own 
ftrength,  not  by  the  courtefy  of  its  neigh- 
bours. 


Accordingly,  next  month  both  HelGans 
and  Hanoverians  arrived  in  England,  and  were 
encamped  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  people  hearing  their  danger  from  au- 
thority, and  feeing  thefe  foreigners  brought 
over  to  defend  them,  were  panic-ftruck,  and 
gave  themfelves  up  to  defpair. 

Thii 
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This  condudJ:  of  the  court  of  France,  in  me- 
nacing an  invafion  upon   England,    was   no 
other  than  a  feint  to  conceal  her  real  defign ; 
which  was  an  attack  upon  Minorca  or  Gib- 
raltar.    The  French  cabinet  had  formed  this 
defign  with  a  view  to  induce  Spain  to  join  in 
the  war;  but  they  did  not  communicate  their 
defign  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  until  it  was 
too  late.     For  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in 
his  memorials  to  the  Spanifh  miniftry,  pre- 
fented  by  the  Britifli  minifter  at  Madrid,  com- 
plained  of  the   conduct  of  the* French   in 
America,  and  of  their  hoftile  defigns  in  Eu- 
rope ;  of  which  the  King  takes  notice  in  his 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  and  fays, 
That  the  King  of  Spain  had  afTured  him  he 
would  obferve  a  ftri<S  neutrality. 

In  the  month  of  December  1 755,  it  was 
deliberated  in  the  French  cabinet  whether 
they  fhould  attack  Gibraltar  or  Minorca.  The 
former  was  determined  upon,  and  that  when 
it  was  conquered  it  (hould  be  given  to  Spain, 
if  Spain  would  join  France  in  the  war  againft 
Great  Britain.  The  King  of  Spain  rejefted 
the  propofal,  on  account  of  the  pacific  afuir- 

ance 
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ance  above  mentioned,  which  he  had  fo  re-  ^  xi^^' 
centljr  given.     So  the  French  changed  their   •-'->''-^ 
plan,    and  attacked  Minorca.      They  might 
have  taken  GibraUar  at  that  time,  for  it  was 
almoft  defencelefs.     It  is  not  probable  that  it 
would  have  held  out  fo  long  as  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip did.     However,  fomc  months  before  the 
French  landed  uppn  Minorca,   our  miniftry 
received  repeated  information  of  the  prepara- 
tions making  at  Toulon  for  equipping  a  fleet, 
and  embarking  an  army,  with  all  the  iipple- 
ments  neceffary  for  a  fiege,  and  the  mod  po- 
fitive  aflurances  that  Minorca  was  the  objeft 
of  attack;    but    they    were   fo   thoroughly 
frightened  by  the  French  menaces  of  an  inva- 
iion  of  Great  Britain,  that  they  gave  neither 
attention  rior  credit  to  the  information  con- 
cerning Minorca,  although  it  came  in  dreams 
from  all  parts  of  Italy,  the  fouth  of  France,  and 
other  places.     In  March  they  believed  the 
intelligence,   and  not  before.      The  fate  of 
Minorca,  and  all  the  circumftances  attending  Mi»»'c^ 
it,  are  very  well  known.     Lord  Anfon  was 
the  perfon  rnqft  in.fault  on  that  occafion. 

Mr.  P/V/,  upon  his  legs,  in  the  Houfe  of 

Commons,  charged  the  lofs  of  Minorca  upon 

2  Lord 
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^  xiL  ^'  L^^^  ^^/»  and  the  Duke  of  Newcajllcy  and 
'  added,  with  refpe£t  to  Lord  Anfon  particu- 
larly, that  he  was  hot  fit  to  command  a  cock- 
boat on  the  river  Thames.  [But  in  his  fpeech 
on  the  aid  of  January  1770,  which  fee  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  this  work,  he  faid  the 
lofs  of  Minorca  was  owing  to  the  want  of 
four  battalions.] 

Mn  Fox  faid  the  loft  of  Minorca  was  owing 
to  the  Dutch  refufing  the  fix  thoufand  men 
he   demanded,    according  to    the  treaty  of 
1674;  for,  had  they  been  granted,  he  could 
have  relieved  Minorca.     There  may  be  fome- 
thing  in  this ;  but  the  Dutch  were  juftifiable 
in  their  refufal :    If  they  had  complied,  the 
French  would  have  treated  them  as  principals 
in  the  war.     The  great  error  was  in  the  ad- 
miralty not  fending  a  larger  fleet,  and  not 
fending  it  fooner.     Mr.  Byng^s  only  fault  was 
a<3:ing  with  too  much  prudence  with  his  fmall 
force.  He  was  facrificed  through  the  manage- 
ment of  Lord  H — ^ ,  to  fcreen  Lord  An- 
fon ;  and  fo  determined  were  this  party  upon 
the  meafure,  that  they  had  provided  a  naval 
officer  upon  whom  they  could  rely,  for  Prefix- 
dent  of  the  court-martial,  had  not  Lord  T'em^ 
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ph  prevented  it.  It  is  bne  of  the  worft  ^xil^' 
features  in  the  charafter  of  George  the  Second  *-^7^ 
that  he  yielded  to  this  manoeuvre ;  and  he  was 
highly  offended  with  Lord  Temple  for  defeat- 
ing it.  Mr.  Pitt  faid  afterwards  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  more  honour  would  have 
accrued  to  the  King  and  nation  from  a  par- 
don to  the  unhappy  admiral,  than  from  his 
execution. 

Ii>  order  the  more  efFe£tually  to  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  early  in  the  month 
of  January  1 756,  a  convention  was  made  with  ^?ip"^'^J^ 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  the  main  obje£t  of  which 
was,  to  keep  all  foreign  troops  out  of  Germany; 
and  Parliament  voted  2o,oool.  to  makcxgood 
thiis  treaty.  Thus  the  treaty  with  Ruffia  was 
virtually  renounced. 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

FURTHER  ACCOUNT  OF  LEICESTER -HOUSE.— THE  TWO 
PRINCESSES  OF  BRUNSWICK  IN  ENCJLAND^OBSERVA- 
TIONS^MR.  FOX  RESIGNS.-<?ARTE-BLANCHE  OFFERED 
TO  MR.  PITT^MINISTRY  CHANGED.— MR.  PITT  AB- 
POINTED  SECRETARY  OF  STATE^THE  KING  AND  DUKE 
WISHED  TO  HAVE  KEPT  MR.  FOX. 

c  HA  P.  ^TpHE  nation  was  highly  incenfed  by  the 
^— v-^  •**  .loffes  of  Minorca,  of  the  fort  of  Ofvrego 
in  America,  and  fome  other  defeats  and  mif- 
carriages.  The  appearance  of  the  Hefiians 
and  Hanoverians  in  f^ngland  ferved  but  to  in- 
creafe  the  public  indignation.  A  fpirit  of  re- 
fentment,  and  of  deteftation  of  the  miniflers, 
pervaded  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Befideg  the  frowning  aQ)e(fl  of  public  affairs, 

there  was  another  of  a  private,  but  not  lefs 

alarming  nature  to  the  miniftry.     This  was 

Leiafler-     the  party  at  Leicefter-houfe.     The  Prince's 

hottfe  party.  *         ' 

levees  were  crowded.  Mr.  P///,  Lord  Tern-- 
pUj  and  the  GrenviUes^  and  many  others, 
were  frequently  feen  there.  This  gave  the 
Lord  Chancellor  (Hardwicke)  and  the  Duke 
of  Neivcqftlc  much  concern.  7beir  wi/b  now 
was  to  get  pojfejfion  of  the  Frincc^     Accord- 
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ingly,  they  advifed  the  King  to  fend  a  meffage  ^  ^j^  ^• 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  oflfering  him  a  fuite  of  ^-— •*^-*^ 
apartments  at  St.  James's  and  Kenfington  pa- 
laces. Had  this  ftep  been  taken  in  the  year 
1752,  it  might  have  been  produdive  of  the 
happieft  eiBancipation.  There  would  have 
been  wifdom  in  the  meafure  at  that  time ;  and 
it  muft  have  fucceeded.  But  in  1756  it  was 
too  late.  The  effefts  of  Lord  Butcs  intimacy, 
confidence,  and  influence  at  Leicefter-houfe 
were  now  become  eradicable:  The  blofibm 
was  off,  and  the  fruit  was  fet.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  meflage  Leicefter-houfe  was 
thrown  into  the  deepeft  confter nation.  The 
two  Princefles  of  Brunfwick^  whom  the  King 
had  laft  year  invited  to  Hanover,  were  now 
in  England. 

We  are  yet  too  near  the  time  to  relate  with 
fafety  all  the  circumftances  of  this  extraordi- 
nary aflfair. 


tiont. 


There  is  fuch  a  delicacy  prevails  in  Eng-  obfem- 
land,  greater  than  in  fome  arbitrary  monar- 
chies, concerning  the  condudt  of  the  Royal 
Family,  that  truth  of  them  is  ufuaily  fup- 
preffed  until  it  is  forgotten.     The  juftice  of 

T  2  ,  hif- 
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hiftory  is  thereby  perverted ;  and  the  conftl- 
tution,  in  this  important  point,  is  literally  and 
efficiently  deftroyed.  The  King  of  England 
is  no  more  than  the  firft  magiftrate.  It  is  an 
office  held  in  truftk  And  although  the  maxim 
is,  that  he  can  do  no  wrong,  which  is  founded 
upon  the  prefumption  that  every  privy 
counfellor,  according  to  the  A6t  of  Settlement, 
figns  the  advice  he  gives ;  yet  this  law  is  not 
always  obferved,  and  if  it  were,  all  import- 
ant matters  are  tranfadled  in  the  King's  name, 
and  he  aflents  to  them.  In  whofe  name  then 
are  they  to  be  fcrutinized,  examined,  and 
canvafled  ? '  The  advifer  is  feldom  known. — 
The  nation  has  unqueftionably  as  deep  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  conduct  of  the  Royal  Family,  as 
in  the  condudl  of  the  miniftry.  Will  any  body 
now  fay,  that  the  German  meafures  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  Second  were  not  the  fa- 
vourite  meafures  of  that  King,  or  that  they 
did  not  originate  with  him  ?  If  the  free  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution  was  fairly  recognized,  it 
muft  appear  that  the  condudt  of  the  Royal 
Family  is,  in  every  part  of  it,  a  proper  fub- 
je£t  for  public  difquifition.  The  people  are 
interefted  in  it;  the  welfare  of  the  country  is 
concerned  in  it.     Even  the  female  branches 

are 
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are  called  the  children  of  the  nation;  and  ^xiih^' 
when  they  marry  their  portions  are  taken  out  '"''"''7^ 
of  the  public  purfe.  But  lawyers  fay,  the 
people  can  only  know  and  fpeak  by  their  re- 
prefentatives.  If  this  legal  opinion  is  well- 
founded,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  Eng- 
lifhmen  fometimes  efteem,  but  oftener  betray, 
is  a  mere  fhadow,  an  ignis-fqtuuu  Certain  it 
is,  that  time-ferving  judges  and  timid  juries 
have  made  a  deeper  incifion  in  the  liberties  of 
England,  than  all  the  arms  of  all  the  Stuarts. 
Some  years  ago  it  was  a  notion  in  Weftmin- 
fter-hall,  that  no  perfon  out  of  Parliament 
had  a  right  to  make  obfervations  upon  the 
fpeech  delivered  by  the  King  to  his  Parlia* 
ment.  But  after  a  little  refledion  and  examin- 
ation  this  law  notion  was  exploded:  It  was 
infupportable;  it  tended  to  eftablifli  a  privi- 
leged vehicle  of  impofition  upon  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
juft,  nor  more  foreign  to  the  freedom  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution.  The  people  haye  aright 
to  examine  the  conduct  of  every  man  in  a 
public  fituation;  it  will  hardly  be  contended 
that  they  have  no  intereft  in  that  of  the 
Royal  Family.  Therefore,  in  thofe  cafes, 
where  the  party  is  not  only  in  the  higheft 
ilate  of  elevation,  but  poflefles  the  greateft 
T  3  e:^. 
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CHAP,  extent  of  power,  does  not  the  ei^ercife  of  this 
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right  become  moft  eflentially  their  concern  ? 
To  this  delicacy,  or  fomething  worfe,  is  to 
be  afcribed  the  general  falfification  of  all  mo^ 
dern  hiftory.  If  the  reader  will  give  himfelf 
the  trouble  to  compare  the  anecdotes  in  this 
work  with  the  hiftories  of  the  times,  he  will 
fee  a  manifeft  difference;  and  yet  the  writer 
declares  that  he  has  not  inferted  a  fmgle  word 
which,  in  his  judgment,  is  not  founded  ia 
the  pureft  veracity. 

We  will  return  to  the  fad  before  us.  AH 
that  can  with  prudence,  or  impunity,  be 
added  at  prefent  is,  the  Prince  did  not  accept 
the  offer  *.  Upon  which  fomething  elfc  was 
talked  of.  But  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt 
^^  Jlood  itt   the  gap^    and    saved    leices- 

TER-HOUSE.f" 

•  A  Female  Saxe  Gotha  was  in  the  contemplation  of  her  in 
whom  a  dvTire  of  fuch  affinity  u'as  not  only  probable  but  inte- 
reiling  ;  but  the  propofal  was  inftantly  reprobated  by  a  higher 
pcrfon,  who,  after  expreffing  himfdf  in  terms  of  afpcrity, 
faid,  •*  He  ineiu  etiough  of  thai  family  already,** 

f  Thefc  a>-e  the  concluding  words  of  one  of  Lord  T *« 

letters,,  in  which  the  particulars  of  this  affair  are  ttated,  and 
which  may,  ia  a  future  day,  be  publiflicd,  to  fhew  the  ^ratUudt 
of  certain  people. 
I 

The 
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The  minifters  having  failed  In  their  defign,  ^  ^,j^  ^• 
and  being  frightened  at  the  florm  of  public   ^^^ 
indignation,  which  was  ready  to  burfl.  upon 
their    heads,    determined  to    refign.      The 
Duke  of  Nenvcajile  applied  to  Mr.  Pitt.    His 
Grace  affured  him,  the  King  was  perfeftly 
agreeable  to  take  him  into  his  fervice.     Mr. 
Pitt  anfwered  him  fomewhat  abruptly,  that 
he  would  accept  of  no  fituation  under  his 
Grace.     This  was  on  the  20th  of  Odlober 
1756.  .  The  King  then  defired  the  Duke  of 
Devonjbire  to  go  to  Mr.  P/>/,  who  was  at 
Hayes  in  Kent,  and  offer  him  2l  carteMancbe^  h^^ht  of- 
except  as  to  Mr.  Fox  only,  whom  the  King  ^Su.ritx, 
wifticd  to  keep  in  his  fervice.     Mr.  Pitt  gave 
a  pofitive  refufal  as  to  Mr.  Fox.      ^ 

When  Mr.  Fox  heard  this,  he  immediately  Mmiftryre- 
refigned:  His  refignation  threw  the  miniftry 
into  confulion,  and  diftrefled  the  King  ex- 
tremely.    The  Duke  of  Newcajile  and  the 
reft  of  his  Majefty's  fervants  refigned  alfo. 

At  the  earneft  requeft  of  the  King,    the  Newminif- 

Duke  of  Devonjhire  took  the  Duke  ofNewcaf- 

ties  place  at  the  Treafury,  and  again  waited 

on  Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes,  with  a  meflage  from 

T  4  his 
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^xiij^^'  his  Majefty,  requefting  to  know  the  terms 
^-^^^^  upon  which  he  would  come  into  office.  Mr. 
Pitt  gave  his  arrangement.  Himfelf  to  be 
f^cretary  of  ftate;  Lord  Temple  firft  lord 
of  the  adrnfralty;  Mr.  Legge  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer;  the  great  feal  to  be  in  com- 
miffion;  G.  Grenville  treafurer  of  the  navy; 
y.  Grenville  a  lord  of  tjbie  treafury,  &c.  &c. — 
The  whole  were  accepted. 

While  this  change  of  minifters  was  in  agi- 
tation, the  ^Cing  gave  orders  for  the  return  of 
the  Hanoverians  to  Germany.  It  was  the 
King's  refolution  to  aflemble  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover  early  in  the  fpring,  and 
to  give  the  command  of  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland.  It  wias  with  this  view  the  treaty 
with  Hefle  had  been  made,  and  that  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  had  formed  the  laft  miniftry, 
asconfifting  of  thofe  perfons  in  whom  his  Royal 
Highnefs  thought  he  could  beft  confide;  and 
that  was  the  reafon  the  King  wiftied  to  keep 
Mr.  Fox  in  place,  becaufe  he  knew  the  Duke 
had  a  great  partiality  for  him.  But  the  tide 
'  of  public  odium  having  fet  lb  ftrong  againft 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  coadjutors,  the  court  were 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  to  admit  Mr.  Pitt 

upon 
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Upon  his  own  terms.      The  King,  however,  ^  xm.^' 
continued  in  his  refolution  to  purfue  the  plan 
he  had  formed  for  the  protection  of  his  Ger- 
man dominions. 

On  the  28th  of  November  1756,  the  Prince 
of  Waksh  houfehold  being  eftablifhed,  he 
held  his  firft  levee  at  Saville-houfe*. 


•  The  principal  pcrfons  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  houfehold 
were:  , 

Earl  of  Bute,  groom  of  the  ftole. 

Earl  of  Huntingdon,  mailer  of  the  horfe. 

Earl  of  Suffcx,  Lord  Down,   and  Lord  Robert  Bertie, 

with  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Eufton,  and  Lord  Digby, 

lords  of  the  bedchamber. 
Meflrs.  Schutz  and  Peachy,  with  hon.  S.  Marfham,  hon«  G. 

Monfon,  C.  Ingram,  and  E.  Nugent,  grooms  of  the 

bedchamber. 
Lord  Bathurft,  treafurer.' 
Hon.  James  Brudenell,  privy  purfc. 
S.  Fanihaw,  comptroller. 
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CllAP.      XIV. 


MR.  PITT'S  FIRST  ADMINISTRATION.— RAISES  TWO  THOU- 
SAND  HIGHLANDERS^-OOREE  TAKEN^REFUSES  TO 
SUPPORT  THE  DUKE  OF  CUMBERLAND.— COMMANDED 
TO  RESIGN.— PRESENTED  WITH  THE  FREEDOM  OF  SEVE- 
RAL CITIES  AND  CORPORATIONS^THE  KING*S  DIS- 
TRESSES.— MR.  PITT  MADE  MINISTER  UPON  HIS  OWN 
TERMS.— HIS  TRIUMPH  OVER  MR.  FOX.— THE  CORRE. 
SPONDENCE  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY  GIVEN  TO  MR.  PITT. 


CHAP. 

XIV. 

1756. 

Mr.  Pitc*i 
Srft  admr- 
Biftration. 


/^N  the  fecond  of  December  1756,  Parlia- 
^^^  liament  met.  The  firft  meafure  of  go- 
vernment, after  fending  away  the  foreign 
troops,  was  the  eftablifhment  of  a  national 
militia. 


»757. 
Riifca  two 
thoufand 
Highland. 


On  the  firft  of  January  1757,  orders  were 
given  for  raifing  two  thoufand  men  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  for  the  B/itifli  fervice 
in  America.  This  meafure  reflefted  the 
greateft  honour  upon  Mr.  Pitt\  wifdom  and 
penetration ;  and  whether  he  adopted  it  from 
the  paper,  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
note,  or  whether  it  originated  with  himfelf, 

it 
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it  equally  {hewed  the  fuperiority  of  his  mind  ^^iv  ^ 
to  all  vulgar  and  local  prejudices  *.     He  fent 

a  fqua<- 

•  The  following  plan  for  carrying  6n  the  war  was  fubmitted 
to  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  Cumheriandy  in  May  1 756, 
and  was  by  his  Royal  Highnefs's  command  delivered  to  Mr. 
Pitty  by  the  Earl  of  jllbermqrk  in  December  1 756: — 
.  **  France  conilantly  keeping  numerous  armies  in  pay,  is  al- 
ways prepared  f<ir  war.  Wars  of  a  fhort  duratioQ,  for  the 
mod  part,  have  proved  advantageous  to  that  kingdom  ;  but 
wars  of  a  long  continuance  very  detrimental  and  ruinous  to  the 
people.  If  the  prefent  war  is  well  condufked,  before  the  next 
year  ends  that  nation  will  be  filled  with  complaiilts  of  lofles, 
and  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  joyful  for  the  fucceifes  againft  their 
enemies. 

**  The  land  forces  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  be  put 
on  a  better  eftablifhrnent,  by  raifing  more  infantry.  Two 
thoufand  horfe  of  all  denominations  are  fufficient  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Great  Britain,  and  one  thoufand  dragoons  for  Ireland* 
The  troopers  and  dragoons  reduced  will  form  feveral  compa« 
uics  of  grenadiers. 

**  The  Britifh  regiments  of  foot  would  appear  nobly  if  they 
contained  twelve  companies  in  each,  two  of  them  grenadiers. 

•*  Improvement  in  agriculture,  fiflieries,  multiplying  and 
enlarging  manufactures,  the  increafe  of  buildings,  &c.  give 
fo  much  emplo)'ment^  that  workmen  are  wanted  in  mod  parts 
of  England. 

*•  Therefore,  it  is  expedient  to  procure  out  of  Germany 
fon\e  regiments  for  the  fervicc  of  America^  and  reward  them 
with  lands  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war. 

**  Two  regiments,  a  thoufand  men  in  a  corps ^  may  he  raifed  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  for  the  fald  fervice,  and  on  the  fame  terms. 
No  men  on  this  ifland  are  better  qualified  for  the  American  war 
than  the  Scots  Highlanders* 

•*Cer- 
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c^AP.   ^  fquadron  to. the  Eaft  Indies,  under  admiral 
Stevens^  and  another  to  the  Weft  Indies,  un- 
der 

"  Certainly  the  Scots  regiments  in  the  Dutch  fervicc  ought 
immediately  to  be  recalled.  Better  it  will  be  for  thcni  to 
ferve  their  own  country  than  petifh  in  (ickly  garrifons. 

"  In  the  north  of  Ireland  two  thoufand  brave  Proteftants, 
or  more  if  ncccffary,  might  be  raifcd  with  celerity  and  fmcflityy 
upon  the  promife  oi  having  lands  afligned  to  them  when  the 
war  is  finiihcd. 

"  It  ought  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  French  really  in- 
tend to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  which  muft  attend  the  enterprifey  are  more  than 
enough  to  deter  them :  Neverthelefs  the  report  of  an  invafion 
made  fuch  an  imprefllon  on  the  minds  of  fome  men  in  power, 
or  they  would  have  it  fo  believed,  that  this  idle  rumour,  or 
feint,  occafioned  the  lob  of  Minorca,  and  the  negleA  of  fend- 
iog  fo  many  Chips  as  were  neceflary  in  the  \yeft  Indies. 

**  The  naval  forces  of  Great  Britain  being  more  than  twice 
as  drong  as  the  French,  and  this  kingdom  fo  well  provided 
with  conveniences  for  conllru6king  fhips  of  war,  that  three  may 
be  built  here  as  foon  as  one  in  France;  the  Britifti  cruifers 
and  fquadrons  may  always  exceed  the  French  by  a  third  in  all 
parts,  which  muft  diftrefs  their  commerce  to  a  high  degree, 
ruin  their  fifheries,  and  ftarve  the  inhabitants  in  the  French 
fugar  colonies.  The  war  continuing  three  or  four  years, 
France  muft  inevitably  be  greatly  diftrefTcd ;  her  merchants 
bankrupted,  and  her  manufadiires  brought  to  ruki;  others 
obliged  to  feck  their  food  in  foreign  countries ;  whereas  in 
England  the  manufadlureB,  more  efpeciaJly  the  woollen,  fell  at 
higher  rates  when  at  war  with  France,  than  in  times  of 
peace. 

.  ««  When 


taktn. 


OF  THE  EARL  OP  CHATPAM.  301 

der  admiral  Cotes.  He  fent  a  fmall  fleet  to  ^^w,^' 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  which  took  the  ifland  of  ^^v*-^ 
Goree  from  the  French,  and  with  it  a,  valu-  o^ree 
able  branch  of  commerce  was  obtained.  This 
was  the  firft  fuccefsful  meafure  of  the  war. — 
The  nation  having  been  accuftomed  to  difafter 
and  dilappointment,  this  conqueft  operated 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Mr.  P///'s  charac- 
ter. [See  Appendix  A.]  His  refolution 
was  to  employ  the  whole  Britifh  fleet. 

J*  When  the  French  perceive  this  nation  takes  proper  means 
for  maintaining  a  war,  and  thai  their  fecret  fr'unds  are  deprived 
ofdireBing  and  admlntftering  the  affairs  of  this  government^  ^  they 
will  ufe  every  artifice  and  device  that  fraud  and  cunning  can 
fuggeily  to  make  an  infidious  peace;  but  it  is  earnellly  recom- 
mended, that  the  war  may  endure  until  the  enemy  is  entirely 
fubdned  in  America,  and  fo  totally  difabled  as  not  to  become 
trouUefome  to  this  kingdom  in  future  times." 

Note,  by  the  author  of  the  preceding : 

*  When  his  Royal  Highneii  formed  the  admiiiiftration,  of  which  Mr. 
Fox  had  the  lead^  the  French  perceived  this  influence  of  their /arrf  friends 
(bmewhat  abridged ;  and  although  they  dill  had  a  ihare  of  power,  yet 
they  were  obliged  to  aft  very  caudoufly.  Upon  the  adminiilration  being 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  /»///,  thefc  ficret  friends  vrtiz  wholly  excluded 
from  the  cabinet.  While  he  guided,  Great  Britain  was  in  her  own  bands» 
When  in  the  next  reign  peace  was  refolvcd  upon,  i^oit  ftcret  friends  came 
forwatd  again  to  condud  the  negotiation.  Then  Mr.  Pi7/  was  forced  out 
of  adminiftiation.  He  then  felt  the  fecrct  influence  of  the  clofet.  Our 
allies  were  deferted,  and  peace  was  made  with  the  enemies  of  the  nation, 
who  were  the  friends  ^i  theft fecret  friends. 

The 
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^5iv^*  Th^  Rebates  in  Parliament  weire  few  and 
inconfiderable  this  feffiojn.  Although  Mr. 
Pitt  delivered  a  meffagc  from  the  King,  re- 
quefting  a  fum  of  money  for  the  fupport  of 
the  army  that  was  forming  in  Germany,  he 
did  not  fupport  the  motion. 

The  late  cabinet  faw  that  the  King  was 
very  far  from  being  reconciled  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
They  employed  every  fecret  whifpercr  to 
widen  the  breach,  and  filled  every  private 
channel  to  the  Royal  ear  with  infinuations 
againft  him.  An  inquiry  was  inftitutcd  into 
the  caufes  of  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  which,  if 
poffible,  increafed  their  difapprobation.  But 
the  circumftance  which  offended  his  Majefty 
moft  was,  Mr.  Pittas  refufal  to  fupport  the 
army  in  Germany;  in  which  refufal  he  was 
joined  by  Mr.  Legge.  The  Duke  was  prepar- 
ing to  fet  out  for  Germany,  and  the  Royal  re- 
quejl^  at  firft,  was  to  have  an  immediate  fup- 
ply  of  money,  without  waiting  for  the  appro- 
Mr.  pitt  re.  bation  of  Parliament.  The  King  and  Duke, 
i^rt'  tUjS*  finding  the  new  minifters  hoftile  to  their  plan 
und.  of  German  meafures,  determined  to  remove 

them.     The  Duke  declared  he  would  not  go 
to  Germany  uhlefs  Mr.  Pitt  was  removed. — 

On 
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On  the  5th  of  April  1757,  the  King  c6m-  ^5iv/' 
manded  Mr.  Pitt  to  refigh;  -and  on  the  9th  v.-v-— » 
the  Duke  fct  out  for  Germany,     Lord  Temple  Miniiinr 
was  alfo  turned  out,  and  Lord  Wincbelfea  put 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty;  Mr.  Legge  was 
turned  out,  and  Lord  Mansfield vfz%  appointed 
to  fucceed  him;  no  fucceffor  was  appointed 
to  Mr.  Fitt;  Lord  Holdernejfe^  the  other  fe- 
cretary  of  -ftate,  executed  the  duties  of  both 
offices* 

This  change  of  the  miniftry  operated  like  a 
convulfion  on  the  nation.  The  people  were 
exafperatcd  beyond  meafure  at  the  difmiflions 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge^  whom  they  now 
joined  together,  and  denominated  the  political  / 
faviours  of  their  country.  Thefe  difmiflions 
were  univerfally  afcribed  to  the  fecret  influ- 
ence which  it  was  believed  the  late  minifters  ftill 
pofleflfed  in  the  King's  clofet. 

It  was  judged  unconftitutional  to  addrefs 
the  throne  upon  thefe  changes ;  therefore  ano- 
ther method  was,  adopted  to  convince  the 
King  of  the  fentiments  of  the  nation^  This 
was,  to  fend  addrefles  of  thanks  to  the  difmifled 
patriots,  exprefling  the  higheft  approbation  of  * 

their 
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^  XIV  ^'  ^^^^^  conduft,  with  prefents  of  their  freedom 

*— v— ^  of  moft  of  the  principal  corporations,  in  gold 

j^^  p.^  and  other  boxes  of  great  value  and  curious 

ilg^'rew  workmanfhip.     [See  Appendix  JS.] 

Icrnted   with 
the  freedom 

p[j!ir*^  This  inteftine  comtnotion  alarmed  the 
court  exceedingly*  They  faw  the  danger  of 
permitting  the  ferment  to.  increafe.  The 
Duke  of  Newcq/Ile^  though  at  this  time  not 
in  office,  was  the  firft  perfon  who  went  to 
the  King,  and  advifed  his  Majefty  to  recall 

KiDfe'f  dif.  Mr.  Pitt.  The  monarch  wept;  he  com- 
plained of  all  his  fervants.  He  thought  none 
of  them  had  adted  with  fidelity  towards  him 
fince  the  time  of  Sir  R.  Wdpole.  At  length 
he  confented  to  give  the  Duke  of  Ncwcq/iU 
iviW  power  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  all 
his  friends.  The  Duke  oiNewcafile  faw  Mr. 
Pitt  ^xid  Lord  Temple 'priv^tdy;  for  although 
the  ftream  of  popularity  ran  in  favour  cff  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge^  yet  in  all  meafures  of  con- 
fequence  Mr.  Pitt   folely  confided  in   Lord 

Mr.  Pitt      Temple.     The  Duke  informed  Mr.  P/V/ that 

made  minif-  »  '*  ^ 

ter  upon  his  hc  'was  commiflioned  by  the  King  to   agree 

awn    terms.  <*  «->*-» 

to   Mr.    Pitt\   terms,    and    he  hoped    and 
trufted  that  fuch  condefcenfion  in  his  Majefty 
would  meet  with  the  moft  favourable  inter- 
pretation. 


•wn  terms. 
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tudc  Q9d  knmilhj  to  l!b^  King;  The  Duke 
then  faixi^  that  it  wafi  bis  Majefty  6  t^ih  to 
form  aa  bes^ng  «dtni<u%ation»  afi4r'he  ha4 
left  it  etldreljr  to  th«  Piike-o^  Jilensmlfifi  ao4 
Mr.i'^'to  fettie/:rrery  arrangcfxi^cu;  ia  iiie 

Mr.  Pitf's  fifft  ftf<f  ppif^ff  waB  the'es^lofioQ 
of  Lor4  Ai^n  $w»  dp)ir  ca^liaoet*  The  X>u1q« 
c£  NeHM^k  ptea4e4^$i«)^ly  to  haveJLoF4 
ibr^j^fncJ^  Ifi  the  ca^Q43ket».  •  He  fakl  it  vraa  th^ 
King's  r^f^eft*  Mf:  Pitf  j^onfented;  on  pen? 
dltioi^  that  Sir  iRa^^fY  ifofJey  h^A.  the  grea| 
feah  ^?id^  Stipulation  wa^  defired  by  Lei(:e(^ 
ter-k^^u^*  LoFd  I'impk  to  be  privy  feal{ 
hiiDBk&lf  Secretary  of  (tate^  as  before.  The 
Pulre  Qf:,Nefivc^}s  ofit^^ed  Xiord  Tftipk  tKe 
treafury.  Mr.  P///  interfered,  and  faid,  **  The 
could  not  be;  hifi  Grace  muft  go  there  himr 
felf  *•     But  if  at  any  time  hereafter  he  fliould 

think 

•  Thctc  were  two  reafons  for  this :  The  firft  was,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  been  chofen  by  Mr.  Pelham ;  at  whofe  death 
}nsfQchet  RJl  (as  it  is  ca&ed)  was  given  to  the  Duke  o£  New* 
ea/Nef  and  this  circamHance  made  another  ftipulation  in  the  ar- 
rangement, which  watt  that  the  Duke  fhould  transfer  Us  ma* 
jwrky  to  Mr.  Pitt.    Mr.  Pui  htmfelf  defcribed  this  iaft  on  a 

tou  !•  U  '    fttb* 


^«r/*  ^^^  prBpir  to  j^tfefc/liord  7iiw/i&  fliould 

^'*^^*^   fucceed  tiim,**     Hdrv'kig  gone  on  fome  time, 

in  making  (be  arrang^eittents;^  th«:  Duke  fsud^ 

What  Ihall  we  do  with  Mr.  Fos^?  Mr.  Pitt 

replied,;*^  He  inay  haW  the  pay*ofiki;"— 

Hiitriiimpii  Hiid  wa6  a  triumph  to 'Mr.  Pi/A-^o  put  Mr. 

over  Air* 

Fd.  Fox  below  him,  and  intothe  office  he  had  left. 

But  it  was  a  triumph  too  diminutive  for  the 
dignity  ofMr.jP///'8mind::HQweTer,heiBnjoycd 
it^  which  iOiews  the  influence  of  little  paffions 
in  men  of  the  ftril  abilities.*  •  Lord  ^fifeff  was 
propbfed  for  the  admiralty.  Mr.  Pkt  -declared 
that  Ldrd'  jinjon  fbouWnever  haVisi  thecor- 
refpondence.  The  Dulce  replied,  that  would 
be  iuch  an  alteration  in  the  ufual  bufibefs  of 
the  boards  as  could  not  be  fettled  witltout  his 
Majefty's  confent. » Here  the  conference  broke 
off.    Mr,  Pitt  had  an  audience  of  the  King, 


'fubfequent  occafioiiy  in  thefe  words :  <'  I  borrowed  tile  Dnkc 
of  Ne^q/tWi,  majority  to  cany  oai  the  public  bufioeft*!' 

The  other  was— Lord  Temfk  would  have  had  his  brothcra 
'Mxw'George  GremwBe^  for  his  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  and 
in  that  cafe  what  could  have  been  done  with  Mr.  L^gi?'^ 
The  public  would  not  at  that  time  have  approTed  of  any  other 
perfon  in  thatfituation.  Mr.  PtU  alfoknew  that  there  had 
been  ikprvoau  underftanding  between  the  Duke  ^Ntvftqfii 
and  Mr.  Leggc  for  fome  time  paft.    . 


He 


1P7 

nee  be-'  c«ap., 

XIV. 


himfelf 

lag  con* 

the  naval 

.dmiralty^ 

\ppendix 

V  fign  the 

ciicir  con- 

iiat  the  fol* 

ken,  which 

ife  of  Com- 

PiU  faid^ 

ice,  and  I  will ' 

f,  %%ithout  hefi- 

cnce,  and  you 

.7/  added,  ''  That 

raryof  flate  fenda  all  the 
:ive  been  agrred  to  in  the 
Liic  fecretary  to  ihe  board 
*iicform  of  inftruiftionsi  from 
captaio  of  the  fleet,  eatpcdi- 
^  ajc  defignedj  which  inftrudtiona 
*rf  the  board.  But  during  Mr-  Pift'% 
Me  the  inilruaigns  himfdf,  and  fent 
to  be  %ned  j  always  ordering  hh  fe- 
vhite  paper  over  the  writing,  Thui 
Ignorance  of  what  theyijgned;  an4 
Tihc  board  were  all  in  the  fame  Itatq 


J7$> 


U  2 


Mr. 
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cjj^'*  Mr.  Pi»  at  laft  won  fo  upon  the  King,  that 
^"r-*^  he  was  Able  to  torn  his  very  partialities 
in  favour  of  Germany  to  the  benefit  of  his 
country."  Lord  An/on  took  the  admiralty, 
under  Mn  P/V/'s  limitation ;  and  Mr.  Fo^  took 
the  pay-office.  Mr.  Lcggt  had  the  exchequer. 
AH  the  arrangements  being  fettled,  the  par- 
ties all  kifTed  hands  in  July  1757;  and  the 
nation  was  thei«fby  reftored  to  tranquillity 
and  fatisfadion. 
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CHAP.      XV. 

TAlLVtt  OF  THE  DUKE  Of  CUMBERLAND.— EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  ROCHEFORT.—DISTRESSES  OF  THE  KING  OF 
PRUSSIA-^HANOVER  PLUNDERED.^MR.  PITT'S  TWO 
PROPOSITIONS,  ONE  TO  SEND  A  FLEET  INTO  THE  BAL- 
TIC,  THE  OTHER  TO  CEDE  GIBRALTAR  TO  SPAIN>^ 
ANECDOTE  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE  MADE  IN  X7Sa.r« 
EFFECTS  OF  MR.  PITT'S  FIRST  ADMINISTRATION-— MIS* 
CARRIAGEOF  THE  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  LOUIftBOURGw 
i^UNlON  OF  RUSSIA,  SWEDEN,  AMD  DENMARK, FOR  TH£ 
,  NEUTRALITY  OF  THE  BALTIC—TAKING  OFTHE  DUTCH 
SHIPS— MR.  PITT  OPPOSES  THE  PROPOSITION  OFSEND« 
ING  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  TO  TH£  ASSISTANCE  OF  THB 
DUKE  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

*T«HE  Duke  of  Cumberland  failed  oa  the  ^^y/* 
"*•    continent*     His  Royal  Highnefs  attri-  '"^TC^ 
buted  his  failure  to  the  want  of  Britiih  troops  nnmat 
and  money.     His  army  was  not  only  inferior  cmbcr- 
to   the    enemy   in   number,    but  confifted 
entirely  of   Germans.       The   French  pur- 
fued   him   almoft   to    the    fea-coaft«      The 
King  of  Denmark  commiferated  his  lituation, 
and  under  that  monarch's  mediation  a  con- 
vention was  figned,  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber 1757,  between  the  Duke  and  Marfhal 
Richelieu  J  the  French  general,  by  which  the 
allied  army  were  to  retire  to  their  refpeiftive 
countries. 

V  3  The 
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^  ^v  ^*  *^^^  KLing  of  Pruffia  was  driven  out  of  Bo- 
hemia this  fummeTy  and  an  account  arriyed 
of  the  fuSbcation  at  Calcutta. 
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Under  all  thefe  difcouraging  circumftances 
Mr.  Pitt  had  to  commence  his  new  admini- 
V^^    firation.     His  firft  meafure  was  an  attempt  to 
Rochefoif.    make  a  defccnt  upon  the  coaft  of  France.    His 
view  in  this  was,  to  oblige  the  French  to  recall 
their  troops  from.  Hanover  to  protedl  their 
own  kingdom.     A  fleet  and  an  army  were  a£- 
fembled.,   Tlxe  deftination  was  kept  a  pro- 
found fecret.     Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  com- 
mander of  the  fleet,    and  Mr.  Pitt  corre- 
(ponded  with  him.   It  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able, that  when  Mr.  Pitt  ordered  the  fleet  to 
be  equipped,  and  appointed  the  period  for  its 
being  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  Lord  An/on 
faid  it  was  impoflible  to  comply  with  the  or- 
der; the  ihips  could  not  be  got  ready  in  the 
time  limited;  and  he  wanted  to  know  where 
they  were  going,  in  order  to  visual  them  ac- 
cordingly.    Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  if  the  (hips 
were  not  ready  at  the  time  required,  he  would 
lay  the  matter  befor^;  the  King,  and  impeach 
his  Lordfliip  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  This 
fpirited  menace  produced  the  men  of  war  and 

tranC- 
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tratifports  all  r«dy,  in  pcrfeft?  .ttomplianW  ^^^^ 
vrith  the  order.     They  raifed  oo  the  8th  of  v>%^ 
September  1 757,  from  Spithead^     The  force     *^^^' 
^as  confiderable ;    and,    had   it  fucceeded^ 
xnuft  have  made  a  deep  impreifion.^  '  After 
lying  fome  time  before  Rochefdrt;  the  fleet 
returned.-  The  caiife  of  the  mifcarriage.was 
not  precifcly  afcertained.     Mr.  Pitt  a&ribed 
it  to  the  inaftivity  of  Sir  j^obn  Mordaunt^ 
who  jbad  the.  command  of  the  troops.     Th6 
friends  .t}f  thM  officer  afcribed  it  to  the  plan^ 
which, .  .4n  decifiooi  they  called  one  of  Mn 
Fifths  vifians. 

Th€  dlftrefles  of  the  King  of  PmfBa  daily 
increafed*  The  v  Ruffians  quickened  their 
march  againft  him.  His  territories  were  in- 
vaded. t>n.  every  fide;  ismd  the  French  were 
pluhdfarihg  Hatiover.  In  this  fituation  of  af- 
fairs^Mhe  ikuAifter  framed  two  propofitions : 
The  firft-was,  toie'nd a fle^t  into x\st  Baltic,  as  to (tads 
early  in  tbe  fpiing  of  1 758.  as  the  jfeafon  would  Baiiic 
pecmit,  to  overaWe  the. Swedes,  and  Ruffians^ 
particulajrly  the  littekr  ;^  and  to  fupport  the  King 
of  Pcuffiau  The:.moft  formidable  powers 
againft  th6  King  of  Pruflia  weire  Auftria  and 
Rttffia*  Againft  Auftria  he  was  able  to  defend 
V  4  hica- 


^  ^Y.  '*  hlmielf ;  but  Ruffia  bang  a  naval  as  wdll  at 
■^  -  -^  military  power,  he  could  not  oppofe  her  with 
equal  facility.  Her  veflfela  carried  provilionSy 
0iiUtary  ftojfes,  and  reinforcements  to  her  ar- 
mies in  Pomerania  and  I^uflia ;  and  thereby 
fspported  their  operations  with  the  mc^  e£- 
fential  affiftance.  <  An  alliance  between  the 
two  Imperial  courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterf^ 
burgh  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  £urope. 
The  King  of  Pruflia  is  a  barrier  between 
them ;  but  if  either  of  them  ihould  be  aUc  to 
annex  the  Pruffian  power  to  her  own,  the  in- 
dependence of  the  other  ftates  would  be  in  a 
critical  fituation.  Upon  this  ground  the  pro- 
pofidon  was  made  to  the  court  of  Ck>p^ihagen^ 
who  at  firft  Teemed  to  ^prove  of  iu 

To  €cde         The  otha  propofition  was  to  the  conn  of 

0\bnlcw  to  * 

Sfaio.  Madrid.  The  fovereignty  of  the  Mediterta^ 
iiean  being  loft  to  Great  Britain  with  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  our  ihips  baring  no  port 
^n  that  fea  wherein  they  could  lie  or  refit,  it 
was  become  almoft  impoffible  to  keep  any 
.  fleet  there,  and  abfoiutely  imprk^cable^  in 
time  of  war  with  the  'Houfe  of*  Bouibon, 
to  carry  on  any  confidetable  trade  in  the  Le- 
vant.   For  thefe  reafoAs  Gibraltar  waa  be^ 

•;    '  come 
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come  of  lefa  imputance  to  this  country  than 
formerly;  WU le  the  expence  to  maintzun  and 
defend  it,  in  cafe  of  war,  muft  be  increafed; 
therefore  the  propofltion  was,  to  cede  Gibral-^ 
tar  to  Spain^  if  the  court  of  Madrid  would  un- 
dertake to  detach  France  from  the  war  againft 
Pruffia  and  Hanover.  The  fad  is  important, 
andmay  furprife  thofe  who  never  heard  it.  But 
it  isto  be  found  in  a  difpatch  to  Sir  Ben.  Keene^ 
who  at  that  time  was  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at 
Madrid  J  and  to  Gibraltar  waa  added  the  Bri- 
tiih  fetdements  eh  Honduras  and  the  Mufquito 
£hore»  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  partial  to  Gibraltar. 
He  would  have  ceded  it  to  Spain  in  1761, 
if  he  could  thereby  have  diflblved  the 
Bourbon  £unily  compad.  ^  In  the  negotia« 
tions  for  peaces  in  1783,  the  Spanifh  minifter 
at  London  for  fome  time  infifted  on  the  cefiion  '^'^ 
of  Olbraltar;  but  having  no  equivalent  to 
give,  the  Jiztl  oi Sbelburne  (fince  Marquise^ 
Lanfdknxm)  firmly  refufed  it,  and  the  whole 
tiegotiation  for  {)eace  was  on  the  point  of 
breaking  off  entirely,  when  the  Spanifh  mi^- 
nifler  received  inflrudions  from  his  court  to 
give  up  the  point.  Every  reader  will  make 
his  own  comments  on  thefe  fads.  The  ob- 
jed&  intended  to  have  been  gained  by  the  pro- 

pofed 


Antedate  of 
the  peace  tf 


^xv.^*  pofed  ccflion,  were,  in  their  day,  ofthe£rft 
^— ^'^^   importance.     [See  Appendix  R.] 

S^*^»         The  effead  of  Mn  Pitt's  fliort^  or  firft,  ad- 

Mr.  Pirt*t  '  ' 

t^r^'  miniftration  foon  began  to  appear;  and  to 
confirm  and  increafe  that  confidence,  which 
the  nation  had  repofed  in  his  wifdom  and  in* 
tegrity,  admiral  Cotts^  whom  he  had  dif- 
patched  to  the  Weft  Indies,  had  recovered  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag ;  and  the  Eaft  In«* 
dia  Company  felt  themfelves  perfedly  eafy 
tmder  the  proteAion  of  admiral  Stevens j  who 
at  the  fame  time  had  been  diipatched  to  the 
£aft  Indies.  Nor  were  the  efifeds  of  his  be- 
ing removed  from  adminiftration  lefe  confpi- 
cuous;  for  he  had  alfo,  during  the  fhort 
time  he  was  in  office,  ordered,  and  to  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  prepared,  a  third  fleet,  which 
he  defigned  for  North  America,  the  coibmand 
of  which  he  propofed  for  admiral  Hawh; 
which  fleet  was  intended  to  co-operate  with 
the  army  aflembled  at  New  York,  under  Lord 
Loudon^  in  an  attack  on  Louifbourg;  but  his 
fucceflTors  had  not  his  a£livity;  they  changed 
the  command  of  the  fleet  to  admiral  Hoi- 
bourne;  nor  did  the  fleet  fail  from  England 
until  fome  months  after  the  proper,  time}  and 

In- 
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inllead  of  joinmg  the  army  at  New  Y(5rk;  ^  ^^  ^* 
Lord  Loudon  was  waiting  at  Halifax  when  ^""^--^ 
admiral  Holbourne  appeared  on  the  American 
coaft.  The  confedueilce  of  this  delay  tf  as,  Mifetrriige 
the  expedition  was  rendered  abortive.  The  <>'«»«« 
French  at  Louilbourg  were  prepared  to  rc7  Lo«fl«wi* 
ceive  them ;  upon  which  the  army  returned 
to  New  York,  and  the  fleet  was  difperfed  in 
a  ftorm.  Had  this  expedition  proceeded  upon 
the  plan  it  was  originally  formed,  according 
to  the  time  prefcribed,  and  under  the  officers 
firft  named,  there  is  the  flrongefl  reafon  to 
believe  the  war  in  ,North  America  would  have 
been  of  fhort  duration  ;  at  moil,  it  could  have 
lailed  but  one  campaign  more;  becaufe  the 
French  could  not  have  reinforced  Quebec, 
and  Canada  would  therefore  have  fallen,  a 
much  eaiier  conqueft  than  it  afterwards 
proved.  And  to  this  confideration  may  be 
added,  that  great  part  of  that  force,  which 
was  afterwards  employed  againft  Canada, 
would,  in  fuch  cafe,  have  been  employed 
elfewbere.  It  is  impoflible  to  ftate  the  extent 
of  the  misfortunes  which  this  abortive  expe- 
dition brought  after  it,  or  the  extent  of  the 
advantages  which  might  have  flQwed  from  it, 

had 
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^  xv.^'  had  the  plan  been  carrried  into  execution  by 

^"^^^^"^  the  perfon  who  formed  it. 
1757.  ^      " 

Before  the  concluflon  of  1 757,  die  unfound 
and  unwife  politics  of  1755  and  1756  ap- 
peared in .  a  new  and  unexpected  manner. — 
The  convention  with  Pruffia,  made  in  1756, 
fur  the  keeping  all  foreign  troops  out  of  the  Empire 
[fee  Appendix  E.],  deftroyed  the  treaty  with 
Rufiia^  made  in  1755^  for  the  defence  of 
Hanover,  becaufe  the  Ruffians  are  foreign 
troops.  After  this  example  the  court  of  Co- 
penhagen aded.  The  Danifh  minifter  com- 
municated the  Britifh  propofition  of  fending  a 
fleet  into  the  Baltic,  to  the  courts  of  Stock- 
holm and  Peterfburgh,  The  laft  court  re- 
fented  it  highly,  becaufe  her  alliance  with  the 
court  of  Vienna  was  then  concluded*  And 
though  fhe  did  not  wifh  to  go  to  war  with 
England,  yet  fooner  than  break  her  fedth 
with  the  Emprefs  Queen,  fhe  would  have  done 
it.  She  therefore  fuggefted  an  expedient^ 
which  was  an  imitation  of  the  condu^  of  the 
Britifh  court,  who  had  firft  made  a  fublidiary 
treaty  with  her  for  troops,  and  afterwards 
rendered  it  ineffedual  by  a  convention  with 

Pruflia, 
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Pniflsa,  to  hip  idl  foreign  troops  out  of  the  ^  ^t^^' 
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Empire.    She  therefore  propofed  to  Sweden 
and  Denmark  a  maritime  treaty  of  alliance— 
to  keep  all  foreign  Jhips  out  of  the  Baltic.-^ 
Sweden  being  under  the  influence  of  Fretich  S^«|?»  f 
counfels,    entered  into  it  immediately,  and  ^^^^^ 
Denmark  not  chuiing  to  incur  the  enmity  of 
two  fuch  powerful   neighbours,   and  being     • 
perhaps  more  under  the  influence  of  Ruflia 
than  Great  Britain,  became  a  party  to  the 
treaty  likewife* 

Thus  the  Britifh  fleet  was  excluded  the 
Baltic,  whatever  the  Pruflian  treaties  may  pre- 
tend (which  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix  E.). 
The  minifler  could  not  fend  a  fleet  into  that 
fea  unlefs  he  made  war  upon  thofe  three 
powers :  And  unlefs  he  fcnt  a  very  powerful 
fleet,  no  efiedual  fervice  could  be  expefted  ; 
and  if  he  did,  the  force  againft  France  mufl: 
have  been  fo  eflentially  weakened  by  it,  as  to 
give  the  French  a  confiderable  iiiperiority  in 
the  Channel,  and  in  the  Atlantic*  One  fad: 
only  need  be  mentioned,  that  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  permitted  the  ports  in  the  Baltic  to  be 
open,  a  fleet  of  twenty  Ruffian  and  ten  Swe- 

difh 
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^^v.^'  di(h  fliips  of  the;  line -appeaurednd  the  Baltic, 
''^p^    to  prcfcrve  the  neutrality  of  that  fei. 

The  French,  minifter  was  fo  fenfible  of  the 
fcurces  of  the  Baltic  for  the  fupply  of  his 
navy,  that  he  bribed  the  Dutch  to  become 
the  catriers  of  his  Baltic  naval  ftores*  But 
theDuuh^  Mr.  Pitt  ordered  the  Dutch  veiTela,  whenever 
^'^  laden  with  naval  and  military  ftores,  to  be  con- 
ftantly  taken ;  which  judicious  and  fpirited 
refolution  contributed  greatly  to  the  fucccffe* 
of  his  adminiftration  *, 

Mr, 

*  When  Mr,  Pitt  found  the  Dutch  heartSy  inclined  ta 
aflift  the  French  with  naval  ilores,  he  refolvcd  to  make  them 
as  heartily*  tired  of  doing  it ;  for,  without  any  ceremony,  he 
gave  orders  that  all  Dutch  fliips  with  caigoet  on  board  for  the 
ufe  of  France,  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  (hips  of  cnenues^ 
not  of  neutrals.  His  orders  were  not  without  effcA,  and  in 
confcquence  of  the  captures  that  enfued,  theloudcft  clamours 
were  raifed  in  Holland  againft  the  Englifh.  The  gencnl  cry 
there  was  for  war.  A  Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  States 
General  in  1758,  in  the  names  of  269  of  the  principal  Dutch 
merchants,  who  fubfcribed  it ;  they  complained  that  trade  and 
navigation,  the  very  flnews  bf  the  ftepubh'c,  were  in  danger; 
that  the  Dutch  flag  was  difregarded  by  the  EngKfh,  who  had 
already  taken  240  of  their  (hips.  They  called  upon  the  Sute< 
General  for  the  prote£Uon  of  their  property.  Nay,  thtry  of- 
fered to  contribute  each  his  xontingent,  and  to  arm,  ^t  th^V 
#wii  charge,  for  the  fupport  and  protedion  of  their  naviga- 
tion. 
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Mr.  Pitk  laboured  under  many  difadvatt-«  *^^v,^* 
tages  at  the  time  of  his  reftoration  to  the  office 

-•'.1.^ 

tion.  .  TU  Md&drial  cgadiided  with  this  remarkabk  paT»>. 
graph:    •  , 

**  The  petiUonen  flatter  themfelves  that  the  toils  aqd  the. 
rifks  to  which  their  efiFe£b  are  expofed  on  the  feas  will  have 
their  properinfluenceon  the  general  bodf  of  the  State ;  fmce 
the  traders  of  thh  coqntnry  finding  jhemfelves  left  to  the  dif*' 
cretion  of  a  part  of  that  nation  with  whom  the  State  is  mod 
intimately  conne6led,  will  be  forced  to  abandon  ii^  to  their  great 
regret^  andfeeijbeker  and proteOion  elfewbpre ;  which  will  give' 
a  mortal  hfew  to  the  prutpipai  members  of  the  State.'! 

Tht  Dutch^  pfo  doubtt  muft  "have  been  very  •  feyerdy , 
handled^  when  they  fo  far  trefpafledt^Km  their  love  of  moxieyr 
as  to  offer  to  difinirfeand  arm  at  their  own  charge,  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  navigation;  but  what  muft  ^c  think  of  the  provo- 
cation given  by  t&e  BirittOi  miiiiiKa-9  when  we  find  the  Dutch 
merchants  ready  to  abandon  their  cowitry,  and  become  vo» 
luntary  exiles  in  a  foreign  land  i 

The  neutrality  of  the  Dutch  did  not  procure  refpe6l  for 
their  ports  in  America)  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  St.  Eufta- 
tia,  pnbliflied  ia\the  Amfterdam  Gazette,  April  9,  1758; 
wherein  the  vrritcr  declares,  <*  That  the  depredations  of  the 
Englifh  are  carried  to  the  utmoft  height,  and  that  the  trade  of 
St.  Euftatia  ij  at  an  end;  the  harbour  being  more  dofely 
blocked  ujp  than  that  of  any  enemy— that  every  vefTel  is  ftop- 
.pcd,  carried  off,  and  £onfiJcated\  that  jcaloufy  is  the  motive 
of  the  Englifh,  conveniency  their  right,  and  greedinefs  their 
law ;  that  the  £nglifli  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  coniifcate  Dutch 
ihips,  merely  for' having  entered  French  harbours,  alleging 
that  as  they  paid  the  ufual  charges  and  cuftoms  in  thofe  bar- 
)^urS|  they  thereby  became  French  property,  ^c." 

of 
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^xv^^*'  o^fccrctary  of  ftatej  his  feiBRcr  |rfaii8  had 

^—'^^■^   cither  been  defeated.  orreA4er-?d  ufe}d$  5  and 
1757.  -^ ' 

he  was  obliged  to  make  great  facrificeS)  to  cor- 
T€&  the  errors  df  others,  befioce  he  could 
carry  his  future  plans  into  execution.  NoAing 
but  the  magnaAimity  of  his  fpirit  prevented 
the  fame  interference,  which  had  chilled  the 
execution  of  his  former  medbres,  from  ex- 
rending  its  blighting  influence  over  hiis  future 
defigns.  When  the  fleet  returned  from 
Rochefort,  a  puerile  fcheme i^aspropc^ed by 
thofe  whofc  impolitic  meayfurts  had  pven 
birth  to  the  Baltic  alliance  againft  us,  to 
fend  the  fleet. to  the  afliftance  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland i  who  was*  %ii!ig  before 
**fc/fMd!"  ^^^  French  in  Manovef.  Mr.'  Pitt  alone  re- 
t^ih^if^"'  fitted  the  propofal;  upon  which  the  Duke  of 
Sfc'S^kef  ^e'^q/ilc  and  Lord  Hardvffckey  who  had 
preflfed  it,  gave  it  up.  Mr.  Piti  had  not  a 
thorough  confidence  in  his  coadjutors^  and 
therefore  he  did  not  always  aflUgn  his  reafons 
for  his  opinion.  On  thb  occaficm  he  only 
faid,  that  the  afliftance  of  a  naval  armament 
in  the  north  had  been  fruftratedj  and  there- 
fore the  fcene,  as  well  as  the  inftniment  of 
war,  muft  be  changed,  before  any  hopes  of 
fucccfs  could  be  entertained}  but  if  a  contrary 

opi- 
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opinion  prevailed,  he  i^ould  lay  -  the  feals  at  ^^v/* 
his  Majefty's  feet,  and  retire  from  his  fitua- 
tion. — The  cabinet  minifters  from  this  time 
refigned  their  judgment;  in  which  thev  were 
influenced  by  two  motives;  one  was,  a  dread 
of  his  fuperior  abilities,  which  threw  their 
minor  talents  into  fhade ;  the  other  was,  an 
expedation  that,  by  permitting  him  to  indulge 
in  the  exercife  of  his  own  opinions,  he  would 
precipitate  his  own  exclufion  from  power, 
by  drawing  upon  himfelf  fome  capital  diC- 
grace  j  which  they  were  confident  would  at 
the  fame  time  reftore  to  them  the  adminiftra* 
lion  of  government  *, 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  returned  to  £ng« 
land,  and  finding  that  his  condud  had  met 

*  At  tilts  period,  atid  for  feveral  months  paft,  there  had  if« 
fucd  from  the  prefs  a  torrent  of  papers  and  pamphlets  againft 
Mr.  PUt^  condemning  his  plans,  his  meafures,  his  principles^ 
his  politics,  and  even  reviling  his  peifon,  in  which  the  King 
himfelf  was  not  fpared,  for  haying  ta]cen  him  into  his  fervice, 
and  for  not  difmifljng  him — all  which  were  permitted  to  die 
unnoticed;  he  felt  not  the  leail  fmart  fr<lln  any  of  them.  One 
day  when  Mr*  GrenvilU  mentioned  fome  of  them  to  him,  he 
fmilcd,  and  only  faid,  *<  The  prefi  is  Hie  tie  mr^  a  ciarter^J 
atertine:'' 

«  ShAeTpeare^Henrr  Y. 

YQI-.-lf  X  with 


z%t  ArxtcDcms  akd  speeches 

^^v  ^'  with  the  difapprobatioh  of  the  King,  who 
'^--^^^--f   difavowed  the  convention  of  Cloftcr-Sevem 

1757.  ^  ^  ^  ' 

he  iriftantly  refigned  all  his  military  employ- 
pients,  and  retired  to  Windfon 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

.  THE  BATTLE  OF  KOSBACH,  AND  ITS  CONSEQUENCES.— 
ITS  INFLUENCE  UPON  THE  BRH  ISHCOyNCILS.— SUDDEN 
PROROGATION  OF  PARLIAMENT*— UNION  OF  THE  KISQ 
AND  MR.  PITT— THE  KING  OF  PRUSSIA'S  RECOMMEND- 
ATION.—HANOVERIANS  RESUME  THEIR  ARMS  UNDER 
DUKE  FERDINAND.— OBSER^i^TIONS  ON  THE  GERMAN 
WAR. 

ALTHOUGH  the  operations  of  the  war  chap. 
are  foreign   to  this  work ;    yet  thofe    ^-^-'j 
events,  from  which  important  circumftances       '^^^* 
have  arii^n,  and  which  have  either  been  mif- 
rcprefented  by  other  writers,  or  been  entirely 
omitted,  it  is  necefTary  to  mention.     Of  this  sattkof 
nature  was  the  King  of  PruflSa's  great  victory  ,nd 
at  Roibach  over  the  French  and  Germans,  on 
the  5th  of  November  1757.  No  event  during 
the  war  was  attended  with  fuch  interefting 
confequences .     This  vidory  may  be  faid  to 
have  changed  the  fcene,   the  plan,  and  the 
principle  of  the  wan     Befides  the  ematicipa- 
tion  which  it  immediately  gave  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  its  eiFe£ts  were  no  lefs  inflantaneous 
and  powerful  on  the  councils  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Britifli  minifter  poffeffed  an  underftand- 
lag  to  diilinguifii,  and  a  genius  to  feize,  ^  for^ 
s:  2  tunate 


Roibtchy 

itt  con- 
icqaencM. 
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^  xvi.^'  tunatc  circumftance,  and  to  improve  it  to  the 
utmoft  advantage.  Parliament  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  meet  on  the  15th  of  November. — 
Intelligence  of  this  vidlory  arrived  at  St. 
James's  on  the  9th  in  the  morning.  The 
moment  the  difpatches  were  read,  the  minifter 
refolved  to  prorogue  the  Parliamrtit  for  a  fort- 
night, notwithftanding  every  preparation  had 
been  made  for  opening  the  feflion  on  the 
fifteenth.  The  reafon  of  this  fudden  proro- 
gation was,  to  give  time  to  concert  a  new 
plan  of  operations,  and  to  write  another 
fpeech  for  the  King.  Undoubtedly  the  fpeech 
that  had  been  defigned  would  not  apply  to 
this  great  and  unexpe.dled  change  of  affairs. — 
Whether  there  was  any  precedent  for  this  ex- 
traordinary ftep,  was  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  minifter.  In  taking  a  refolution  that 
involved  concerns  of  the  greateft  magnitude, 
he  was  not  to  be  influenced  by  precedents. — 
Forty  thoufand  Hanoverians,  who  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  but  not  furrendered  them, 
compofed  fuch  an  engine  of  power  and 
ftrength,  as  might,  Ifemployed^^^/V^^  France, 
not  Jor  Hanover  ;  or  to  fpeak  in  more  direft 
terms,  if  ordered  to  afl:  offenjivcly  inftead  of 
defenjivelyy  might  divide  ber power ^  and  there- 

by 


'  or  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  325 

by  facilitate  the  conqueft  of  her  pofleffions  in   ^  ^^^  ?• 
America,  Africa,  and  Afia»  - 
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'  George, tht  Second,  though  not  poffefledof  • 
brilliant  talents,  yet,  to  a  ftrong  firmnefs  of 
mind,  he  added  a  long  experience  of  men  and 
public  affairs,  with  a  fufficient  fhare  of  pene- 
tration to  diftinguifli,  even  in  his  prefent  fliort 
adquaintance  with  Mr,  P///,  and  particularly  unioiioffke 
by  his  inftant  refohition  of  proroguing  the  Mr.  Piti. 
Parliament,  that  he  was  a  bold  and  intelligent 
minifter;  qualities  which  were  perfectly 
agreeable  to  the  King,  becaufe  the  want  of 
pe/fonal  courage  was  not  amongft  his  defeats. 
The  King  himfelf  firft  fuggefted  to  his  mi- 
nifter  the  refumption  of  his  Hanoverian 
troops.  It  was  the  very  meafure  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  refolved  to  propofe,  when  he  ad- 
vifed  the  prorogation  of  Parliament ;  and  it 
was  only  by  accident  or  chance  that  the  pro- 
portion came  firft  from  the  King.  The  King 
and  his  minifter,  therefore,  were  in  perfeft 
unifon  upon  the  firft  mention  of  this  import- 
ant fubjefl:.  From  this  moment  the  Ki^ng 
gave  his  confidence  to  Mr.  P/V/,  and  the 
latter,  upon  difcovering  the  whole  of  the 
King*s  views,  faw  he  could  make  them  fe- 
X  3  condary 
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^  xvt  ^*  condary  and  fubfervient  to  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain.  During  the  remainder  of  the 
reign,  they  a£ted  together  under  the  influence 
of  the  fame  congeniality  of  fentiment,  and 
thereby  naturally  fell  into  a  perfedi  union  and 
cordiality  of  opinion  upon  all  public  meafures. 

S^pruffii*  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rolbach, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King 
of  England,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recom- 
mended the  refumption  of  the  allied  army, 
and  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwici:  to  the 
command  of  it;  and  he  accompanied  this 
letter  with  a  pl?in  of  Operations,  in  which  he 
propofed  to  ad  in  concert  with  the  Duke.  In- 
dependent of  the  polity  of  the  meafure,  there 
were  not  wanting  very  fair  and  honourable 
reafons  to  fupport  it.  The  French  troops 
had  repeatedly  broken  feveral  articles  of  the 
convention,  and  had,  in  general,  from  the 
time  they  entered  the  Eledkorate,  conduced 
themfelves  in  a  manner  more  like  a  banditti 
of  barbarians,  than  an  army  of  difciplined  fol- 
diers. 


HtnoTfri' 
knt  refomed 


Mr.  Pitt  adopted  the  whole  of  the  King  of 
BenttjJ^!^  Pruflia's  recommendation  J  but  fo  pourtraycd 

the 
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the  prominent  features  of  the  German  mea-  ^x^rI/* 
fui:e8, .  as  to  m?Jf e  them  co-operate  with  hi,8 
own  piajGis  of  attacking  France  in  every  other 
quarter  at  the  fame  time.  The  JSLing  of  Pruffia 
Jtiigl^y  .approved  6fi^^  P^W's  alterations  of 
fhi6  pjaji.  ,  ^^^ -P///'s\pl^n3Yas  bold  and  com- 
prehienfive; .  b^it  it  Ihould  be  remembered, 
that  timidity  in  wjiris  as  criminal  as  treachery, 
^nd  therefore  it  is  gi^l'^erbially  fsdd,  that  the 
Ifold^  meafmres  are  tl^e  faf4?ft.  The  King  of 
Pruflia  faw.  it  in  th|s  ,fenfe,  and  the^iefore  he 
ga,ve.  it  his  varn^eft  approbation.  In  concert 
with  the  Kipg  of  Pruffia,  the.  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  formed.  Emden  was  fecured,  and 
the  coaft  of  France  was  annoyed  at  his  re- 
queft  *.  Duke  Ferdinand  drove  the  French 
out  of  Hanover,  and  purfued  them  with  fuch 
rapidity,  that  France  was  prefently  under  the 
neceffity  of  preparing  for  the  defence  of  her 
own  frontiers.  This  fudden  change  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  vi^ories  gained  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia  in  Silefia,  ihewed  that  a  war  upon  the 

*  The  King  of  Prallia  faw,  and  fully  comprehended^  the 
wifdom  of  the  attempt  upon  Rochefort,  and  he  adopted  the 
Idea  of  annoying  the  coaft  of  France  from  that  meaftire.  He 
conceived  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  Piz/'s  political  ta- 
lents from  that  circumftance,  although  it  had  not  been  fuc- 
cefsfixL 

X  4  con- 
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continent  of  Europe,  conduced  upon  Britifh 
'principles,  was  highly  fer viceable  tothe  interefts 
of  this  country.    France,'  fo  far  from  being  able 
'    to  invade  Great  Britain,  could  not  fend  troops 
to  ftrengthen   her  garrifons  and  fettlements 
abroad ;  and  in  a  few  months  her  firft  objed 
was  to  provide  a  frefh  army  to  ilop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Duke  Ferdinand;  while  Mn  P///,  on 
the  other  hand,  prepared  expeditions  againft 
her  coaft,  to  co-operate  with  the  Duke.     In 
this  fituation  the  couhfels  of  France  w^re  dif- 
traded.     Her  whole  force  was  kept  at  home. 
Si^nHn'tiie  ^  German  war,  condufted  upon  this  princi- 
wtoT*'       P^^  againft  France,  was  the  moft  advantageous 
war  that  Great  Britain  could  make,  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  expence  has  been  urged  as 
•  the'greateft  objedkion  to  it,  yet  when  it  is  re- 
coUefted  that  this  war  employed  the  armies  of 
France,  and  prevented  fuccours  being  fent  to 
her  fettlements  abroad,  it  was  the  moft  a^contn 
mical  war  that  the  Britifh  minifter  could  carry 
on.     The  expence  of  tranfporting  troops,  fo- 
rage, ftores,  &c,  to  a  fliort  diftance,  is  infi- 
nitely lefs  than  to  a  great  one.      Whoever 
will  be  at  the  trduble'to  look  over  the  charges 
of  the  American  war,  which  commenced  in 
1775,  and  of  the  German  war  which  com- 
menced 
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mcnccd  under  Mr.  P/V/'s  direftion  in  1758,  ^xvi.^* 
will  fee  the  faft  ihdifputably  confirmed.     It    ^■""^"'^ 
need  onlybe  added,  thatif  the  armies  of  France 
had  been  to  be  conquered  in  Canada,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  Africa,  and  in  Afia,  the  ex- 
pence  to  this  country,  of  tranfporting  and 
maintaining  an  adequate  force  to  encounter 
them  in  all  thofe  places,  mud  have  been  im- 
menfe.      Upon  a  fubfequent  occafion,   the 
minifter  emphatically  faid,  "  That  America 
had  been  conquered  in  Germany/'     Experi* 
*  ence  hath  fmce  fhewn  that  the  aiTertion  was 
well-founded. 
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CHAP.   XVII; 

.MEETING  OFPARUAM£Kr.^-J4R:  ALDE2lMANBECKfQRD'S 
EXPLANATION  OF  THE  NEW  PRINCIPLE  OF  THE  GER- 
MAN WAR^MR-  PITT'S  SPEECH  ON  THE  ROCHEFORT 
EXPEDITION^EFFECTS  OF  THAT  SPEECH— MR.  PLTT'S 
ALACRITY  IN  .OFFICE.— SIR  JAMES  PORTER'S  OBSERVA- 
TION.—SUCCESSES  6B  1758. 

CHAP.,  'TpHE  proceedings  of  Parliament:,  to  which 
we  will  now  /eturq,  were  not  diftin- 
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guiihed  by  any  debates  during  the  remainder 
of  Mr.  Pf/z's  adminiftration. 


Meeting  of       Both  Houfcs  met  on  the  firft  of  December 

ParliaiDeiit*  ^ 

1757,  according  to  the  nngular  prorogation 
already  mentioned.  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  King,  acquainting  the  Houfe 
that  he  had  put  his  army  in  motion  in  Hano- 
ver [fee  Appendix  QJ,  to  aft  in  concert  with 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  requefting  their  fup- 
port.  An  adequate  fum  was  immediately 
voted  without  a  diflenting  voice. 

BiJk™"i         ^^'  Alderman  Bedford  faid  a  few  words 

•if^the"«iw    ^P^^  ^^^^  occafion;  which,  as  they  tend  to 

Ketmitt  explain  the  new  principle  of  politics,   they 

I  will 
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^11  not  be  improper  to  infert  here.     *  If  the  ^  j^^^  ^* 

*  Hanoverians  and  Heffians,'  he  faid,  *  were 

*  to  be  entirely  under  the  direction  of  Britiih 

*  councils,  the  larger  the  fum  that  was  granted 
'  in  order  to  render  that  army  efFeftual,  the 

*  more  likely  it  would  be  to  anfwer  the  end 

*  for  which  it  was  given ;  that  is,  to  try  the 

*  iflue  of  the  war  with  France;  than  which,  in 

*  his  judgment,  there  never  was  fo  favourable 

*  an  opportunity  as  the  preient.     But  if  the 

*  Regency  of  Hanover  were  to  have  the  dif- 

*  pofal  of  the  money,  and  the  difpofition  of 

*  the  army,  he  would  not  give  a  (hilling  td- 

*  wards  its  fnbfiftenice.' 

A  new  treaty  was  made  with  Pruflia,  which 
was  approved  by  Parliament,  and  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix  to  this  work. 
[Sec  Appendix  £•] 

Parliament  was  never  known  to  be  fo  una- 
nimous as  at  this  time. 

The  fleet  and  army  fent-againft  Rochefort 
having  returned  without  making  theimpreflion 
intended,  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  put  under 
an  arreft,  and  being  a  member  of  Parliament, 

the 
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^xvu^'  the  King  fcht  a  meflage  to  the  Commons,  ac- 
^^^"^-^   quainting  them  of  the  reftraint  upon  one  of 

thciF  members.     They  thanked  the  King  for 

his  attention  to  their  privileges* 


Mr.  Pitt* • 

the  Kochc- 
iott  expcdi- 
iioii« 

M.S. 


*  Mr.  Piii  reprehended^.in  terms  of  great 
warmth,  the  indolence,  the  caution,  of 
thofe  intrufted  with  the  execution  of  mili- 
tary operations  during  the  laft  campaign.— « 
He  declared  folemnly  that  his  belief  was, 
that  there  was  a  determined  refolution,  both 
in  the  naval  and  military  commanders, 
againft  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the  national 
power.  He  affirmed,  though  his  Majefly 
appeared  ready  to  embrace  every  meafure 
propofed  by  his  minifters,  for  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  his  Britifh  dominions ;  yet 
fcarce  a  man  could  be  found  with  whom 
the  execution  of  any  one  plan,  in  which 
there  was  the  leaft  appearance  of  danger, 
could  with  confidence  be  triifted.  He  par- 
ticularifed  the  inaftivity  of  Lord  Loudon  in 
America,  from  whofe  force  the  nation  had 
a  right  to  form  great  expeiSations ;  from 
whom  there  had  been  received  no  intelli- 
gence, except  one  fmall  fcrap  of  paper, 
containing  a  few  lines  of  no  moment.    He 

^  *  fur- 
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*^  fiirther  faid,  that  with  a  force  greater  than  ^xvn.^* 

*  ever  the  nation  had  heretofore  maintained^ 

*  with  a  King  and  miniftry  ardently  defirous 

*  of  redeeming  her  glory,  and  promoting  her 

*  true  intereft,  a  (hameful  diflike  to  the  fervice 
'  every-where  prevailed.  Nor  was  it  amongft 
'  the  officers  alone  that  indolence  and  negleft 
'  appeared;  thofe  who  filled  the  other  de- 

*  partments  of  military  fervice  feemed  to  be 

*  afFeded  with  the  feme   indifference:    the 

*  viftuallers,  contraftors,  purveyors,  were 
'  never  to  be.  found  but  upon  occafions  of 

*  their  own  perfonal  advantage.      In  conver- 

*  fation  they  appeared  totally  ignorant  of  their 

*  own  bufinefs.     The  extent  of  their  know- 

*  ledge  went  only  to  the  making  of  falfe  ac- 

*  counts :  In  that  fcience  they  were  adepts.'     ' 

This  detedion  of  the  abufes  in  the  feveral  Eflfeas  of 

the  prcced* 

departments,  where  they  had  long  prevailed,  "s  f?^^^* 
and  of  the  want  of  exertion  in  the  command- 
ers in  chief,  which  had  alfo  been  obvious, 
operated  in  a  manner  highly  advantageous  to 
the  public  fervice.  Thofe  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  the  nation,  now  faw  that  there  was  a  mi- 
nifter  at  the  head  of  affairs,  who  not  only 
knew  the  duties  of  his  own  office,  but  the 

duties 
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^xvfh^*  duties  of  Others;  and  therefore  they  might 
expeft  him  to  examine  their  condu£l ;  to  tra- 
verfe  all  parts  of  it  with  a  keen  and  penetrat- 
ing eye.  This  apprehenfion  roufed  them 
from  their  lethargy  in  an  inftant.  They 
awakened  as  from  a  dream ;  and  feemed  to  be 
electrified  by  the  fire  of  his  mind;  they 
burned  with  frefli  ardour  in  every  fubfcquent 
cnterprife.  The  Britifh  honour  was  reco- 
vered. The  events  of  the  war  placed  the 
name  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  higheft  pin- 
nacle of  nation^al  honour. 

Mr.  Pitt't        The  minifter,  in  the  official  duties  of  his 

alacrity  la 

offict.  ftation,  was  regular,  punftual,  and  indefati- 
gable. His  example  and  his  authority  awak- 
ened in  others  a  proper  fenfe  to  a  fimilar  at- 
tention. Order  and  difpatch  were  conftantly 
obferved.  The  Britifh  minifters  abroad,  dur- 
ing Mr.  Pitt\  adminiftration,  unanimoufly 
.  acknowledged  the  wonderful  exadlnefs  with 
which  all  the  proper  communications  were 
made  to  them,  and  the  clearnefs  and  perfps- 
cuity  in  whicli  all  their  information  and  in- 

sirjamei     ftruclions  wcrc  written.     Sir  James  Porter^ 

Por.er  n  ob-  •-' 

fci»*tion.      ^,|^Q  pafled  the  principal  part  of  his  life  in  a 
diplomatique  character,  often  declared  to  his 

f^iend^\ 
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friends,  That  during  Mr.  P/V/'s  admmiftra-  ^JVi^' 
tion,  there  was  fnch  a  corre£t  knowledge,  and 
fuch  an  adlive  fpirit  to  be  feen  in  all  the  de-. 
partnients  of  date,  and  in  all  the  concerns  of 
government,  and  fuch  a  flxiking  alteration  iA 
the  manner,  as  well  as  in  the  matter,  of  the 
official  communications,  that  thefe  circunr- 
ftances  alone  would  have  perfeftly  convinced 
him  of  Mr.  Pitt's  appointment  or  refignation, 
if  he  had  received  no  other  jiotice  of  the  event; 


The  feffion  clofed  on  the  izoth  of  June 
1758. 


I7*«. 


The  Britifli  arms  this  year  were  fucce&ful  Socceiret  oi 

,  /•    1^         1    t  thcBriii& 

m  every  quarter  ot  the  globe.  anns  u 

In  Afia,  owing  to  the*  reinforcement  Mr. 
Pitt  fent  by  commodore  Stevens^  when  he 
was  in  office  laft  year,  the  French  were  de- 
feated at  Maflulipatam,  and  in  two  naval  en- 
gagements. 

In  .America,  Louifbourg  was  taken,  alfo 
the  ifle  of  St-  John,  and  the  forts  Du  Quefne 
and  Frontiniac. 

In  Africa,  Senegal  furrendered. 

Ill 
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c  H^^P*  In  Europe,  admiral  OJborne  defeated  and 
took  the  French  fleet  from  Toulon,  deftined 
for  the  relief  of  Loui(bourg ;  and  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  drove  another  fleet  upon  the  fsgad- 
banks  on  the  coaft  of  France,  that  was 
equipped  at  Rochefort  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
A  defcent  was  inade  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
near  St.  Malo,  where  all  the  (hips  and  vefl^els 
were  deftroyed.  Another  was  made  at  Cher- 
bourg, where  the  fliips,  mole,  pier,  bafon, 
and  other  works,  were  all  deftroyed,  and  the 
cannon  brought  away.  A  third  defcent  was 
made  in  St.  Lunar  Bay,  which  being  full  gf 
rocks,  the  fleet  were  obliged  to  go  to  St.  Cas, 
and  thus  the  army  and  fleet  became  feparated. 
In  the  re-embarkation  at  St.  Cas,  the  rear- 
guard under  general  Drury  were  cut  off  by  a 
large  body  of  French  troops.  However,  thefe 
defcents  kept  the  whole  coaft  of  France  in  per- 
petual alarm,  and  prevented  the  French  mi- 
niftry  from  fending  any  troops  to  reinforce 
their  army  in  Germany.  Duke  Ferdinand 
drove  the  French  army  entirely  out  of  Hano- 
ver, and  acrofs  the  Rhine.  The  King  of 
Pruflia  entirely  fubdued  Silefia,  and  entered 
Bohemia  and  Moravia. 


AH 
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All  the  terrors  o£  invafioa  being  noW  ^xvii^' 
transferred  from  Great  Britain  to  France,  the  '—'^c^ 
Britifli  troops  were  all  fent  to  fcfenes  of  a£fcive 
and  important  fervice ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
ifland  was  entrufted  to  a  conftitutional  and 
well-regulated  militia ;  which  had  been  raifed, 
difciplined,  and  officered  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  (fountry^ 


VOL.  U 
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CHAP.     XVIIL 

MECTING  OF  PARLIAMENT— SUCCESSES  OF  rys9^LOVLtr 
BUTE'S  FIRST  INTERFERENCE.— HE  GOES  TO  THE  DUKE 
OF  NEWCASTLE,  AND  DEMANDS  LORD  BESBOROUGH'S 
SEAT  AT  THE-  TREASURY  BOARD,  FOR  SIR  GILBERT 
ELLIOT.— HE  ALSO  DEMANDS  THE  REPRESENTATION 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON  FOR  SIR  SIMEON 
STUART. 

CHAP.  ^^N  the  23d  of  November  1 758,  Parliament 
J^^^J^    ^"^  met.     The   fame   unanimity  prevailed. 

.1758-  AH  the  fupplies  w^ere  voted  without  the  leaft 
Paijiamcnt.  hcfitation  J  and  the  feflion  clofed  on  the  2d  of 

1759.       June  1759,  without  any  debates.  . 


The  moft  ample  preparations  were  made 
for  another  vigorous  campaign.  The  fuccefles 
of  the  laft  campaign  had  infpired  every  indi- 
vidual, both  in  the  army  and  navy,  with  a 
paflion  for  glory  that  was  nothing  (hort^f  en- 
thufiafm.     [See  Appendix  D.] 

In  America,  Quebec  [fee  Appendix  L.] 
and  Niagara  w^ere  taken;  and  in  th6  Weft 
Indies,  Guadaloupe,  and  other  iflands. 


In 
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In  Europci  another  fquadron  fitted  out  at  ^^f^^' 
Toulon  was  defeated  in  the  Mediterranean, 
by  admiral  Bofcoflven.  Havre  was  bombarded 
by  Sir  George  Rodney^  and  Breft  was  blocked 
up  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  Duke  Ferdinand 
defeated  the  French  at  Minden ;  and  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  though  furrounded  by  his  nume- 
rous enemies,  maintainnd  himfelf  with  ado- 
niihing  (kill  and  valoun 

After  the  French  had  been  defeated  at 
Minden,  they  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  prefs  for- 
ward their  whole  ftrength  in  Germany,  and 
therefore  they  refol  ved  upon  making  their  next 
effort  by  fea.  For  this  purpofe  they  equipped 
all  the  naval  force  they  had  at  Bre%'and  other 
ports  in  the  Atlantic,  and  with  an  army  which 
was  kept  in  readinefs  to  embark,  they  in- 
tended to  make  a  defcent  upon  Ireland,  with 
a  view  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  cabinet  from  Germany  and  the  Weft 
Indies.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  lay  off  Breft  to 
intercept  their  failing,  and  his  fquadron  was 
reinforced  from  time  to  time.  At  length  the 
French  came  out,  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
gained  a  complete  vi£tory  over  them,  on  the 
twentieth  of  November  1759.— This  victory 
annihilated  the  naval  power  of  France. 

Y  2  It 
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^xvnif'  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^8  yesu:  of  unanimity  and  vic- 
^^•^^^^  tory,  that  the  feeds  were  fown  of  thofe  divi- 
fifft^inuft"  ^^^^®  which  appeared  felon  after  the  acceffion 
icrcnce.  ^  Gcorgc  the  Third.  The  patronage  of  places, 
that  never-failing  fource  of  difcord,  was 
claimed  by  Lord  Bute.  Upon  Lord  Be/bth 
rough  going  to  the  poft-office,  in  the  month 
of  May  1759,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Leicefier^ 
deceafed,  there  was  a  vacancy  at  the  treafury 
board,  and  the  Duke  of  NewcqfiU  purpofed 
to  fill  it  with  Mr.  James  Ofwald^  from  the 
board  of  trade,  who  was  recommended  by 
Lord  Halifax ;  but  Lord  Bute  interfered — ^He 
told  the  Duke  of  Newcqftle  "  He  came  to 
him  in  the  name  of  all  thofe  on  that  fide  of 
the  adminffbation,  who  thought  they  had  as 
good  a  right  to  recommend  as  any  other  party 
whatever;  and  it  was  their  wifli  that  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir)  G.  Elliot y  of  the  Admiralty, 
might  be  appointed.'*  The  Duke  of  JV5rw- 
cajlle  finding  himfelf  impeded  in  his  own 
wiflies,  and  refdiving  not  to  comply  with 
thofe  of  Lord  Bute^  appointed  Lord  North  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

This  was  the  firft  caufe  of  difference. 

^       ^  This 
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The  fecond  related  to  Mr.  Legge^  and  hap-  ^xvnfT' 
pcned  a  few  months  afterwards  in  the  fame   ^•*-^^-*' 
year.     There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  repre-  Lord  Bore 
lentatron  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  by  reprcfcDt- 
the  Marquis  of  Wlncbejier  becoming  Duke  of  county  of 

r>  %  South  am  p^ 

Bolton^  it  was  the  dehre  of  the  Prince  oi  Wales ^  ton  for  sir 
fignified  by  Lord  Bute  to  Mr.  Legge^  that 
though  Mr.  Legge  had  been  invited  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county  to  reprefent  them,  yet  that  he  tnuft  not 
accept  of  thofe  invitations,  but  yield  all  pre- 
tenfions  in  this  matter  to  Sir  Simeon  Stuart^ 

who  had  his  (Lord  B.'s)  recommendation. 

Mr.  Legge  lamented  that  he  had  not  known 
the  Prince's  inclinations  fooner ;  that  his  en- 
gagements were  made,  and  hfe  could  not 
break  them.  Mr.  Legge  was  elefted.  But 
when  the  Prince  became  King,  although  Mr. 
Legge  had  been  made  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  his 
conduct  in  oflSce  diftinguilhed  by  the  ftrideft 
integrity,  yet  be  was  turned  out.  [See  Ap- 
pehdix  G.] 

On  the   13th  of  November   1759,  Parlia- 
ment met.      The  Prince  of  Wales  took  his 
feat  on  the  firft  day.     There  were  no  debates 
Y  3  Upon 
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^xvm.^'  upon  any  public  meafure  thi»  fcffionj  which 
ended  on  the  2 2d  of  May  1760. 


»75^ 


The  war  was  carried  on  with  unabating 
vigour ;  and  the  fame  uniformity  of  fucccfs 
attended  the  Britifti  arms  wherever  they  ap- 
peared* 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

DEATH  OF  GEOflGE  II^ACCESSION  OF  GEORGE  III.— 
LORD  BUTE  MADE  A  PRIVY-COUNSELI.OR.  —  MADE 
RANGER  OF  RICHMOND  PARK,  IN  THE  ROOM  OF  THE 
PRINCESS  AMELIA—VIEWS  OF  THE  NfeW  KING'S  PARTY. 
^METHODS  TAKEN  TO  ACCOMPLISH  THOSE  VIEWS— A 
NUMBER  OF  WRITERS  HIRED  AT  AN  ENORMOUS  E3C- 
PENCE  TO  ABUSE  THE  LATE  KING,  THE  DUKE  OF  CUM- 
BERLAND,  MR.  PITT,  AND  ALL  THE  WHIGS;  TO  REPRE* 
SENT  THE  WAR  AS  RUINOUS,  UNJUST,  AND  IMPRAC- 
TICABLE.—MR.  CORNEWALL'S  OBSERVATKlN  ON  LORD 
MANSFIELD.— PARLIAMENT  DISSOLVED.— MR.  LEGGE 
TURNED  OUT.— LORD  HOLDERNESSE  RESIGNS  UPON  A 
PENSION.— LORD  BUTE  MADE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  IN 
HIS  ROOM.  —  THE  KING'S  MARRIAGE.  —  GENERAL 
GRiEME'S  MERITS  ONTHIS  OCCASION— FRENCH  ANEC- 
POTES.-^BSERVATIONS  ON  ROYAL  MARRIAGES  WITH 
FOREIGNERS— NEGOTIATION  WITH  FRANCE.— BREAKS 
OFF.-MARTINICO  TAKEN.—MR.  PITT  PREPARES  FOR  A 
WAR  WITH  SPAIN— HIS  DESIGN  OF  ATI'ACKING' THE 
HAVANNAH, 

UNFORTUNATELY  for  the  war,    but  chap. 
more  unfortunately  for  Great  Britain,   ^......^^ 

on  the  2  cth  of  Odober  1 760,  the  venerable      '^^°* 

^  ,  ^  Death  of 

George  the  Second  died.     [See  Appendix  F.]   ccorgeir. 
The  circumftances  of  his  death  are  too  well  «f^ccorg« 

li  !• 

known  to  be  repeated  here.     As  to  the  fuc- 
fcflbr,  the  effects  of  the  wickednefs  of  his  ad-  ; 
Y  4  vifcrs 


XIX 

* — ^ — 

1760. 
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^  XIX  ^'  differs  have  been,  and  are  ftill,  too  deeply  felt 
to  be  defcribed  in  any  terms  adequate  to  the 
injuries  committed*  Pofterity,  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  age,  when  truth  may  be  fpoken,  and 
the  motives  of  men  laid  open,  will  be  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  condu<3;  of  their  anceflors  at  this 
period. 

Two  days  after  the  King's  acceffion  the 
Earl  6f  Bute  was  introduced  into  the  privy 
council,  and  at  the  fame  time  t^e  name  of  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  ftruck  out  of  the  li-r 
turgy.  «  Another  circumftance  not  lefs  re-r 
markable  immediately  fucceeded;  this  was, 
Ranger  of    X,ord  Bute  was  made   ranerer  of  Richmond 

Richmoad  *-* 

p*^^;  park,  in  the  room  of  the  princefs  Amelia^ 
who  wa§  turned  put. 

It  was  the  fixed  defign  of  the  party  which 
the  new  King  brought  with  him  from  Leicef- 
ter-houfe,  to  remove  the  minifters,  and  con- 
clude the  war^;  but  the  tide  of  popularity  ran 
fo'ftrong  in  favour  of  both,  they  wgrp  obliged 

•  The  King  is  made  to  acknowledge,  in  November  1765, 
in  his  fpccch  to  Parliament,  ♦«  The  re-eilabliflimcnt  of  the 
public^ranquillity  was  the  f  irst  great  objeS  of  my  ragn^*' 

to 
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to  poftponc  the  execution  of  their  defign,  ^^i5c.^* 
until  they  had  prepared  the  nation  to  receive  "^^^ 
It.  For  this  purpofe  a  great  number  of  writen  en. 
writers  were  employed  to  calumniate  the  late  fumni«e"' 
King,  the  Duke  of  Cumhcrlandy  Mr.  ?ittj^  SV 
and  all  the  Whigs, 

The  late  King  was  reviled  for  the  afFedion 
he  had  flie wn  to  his  native  country,  for  his 
love  of  female  fociety  f ,  and  for  his  attach-^ 
ment  to  the  Whigs, 

The  Duke  was  charged  with  inhumanity ; 
he  was  ftyled  *^  A  Prince  that  deligHteth  in 
blood/'  becaufe  the  Princefs  of  Wales  had 
fometime  ago  conceived  a  jealoufy  of  his  po- 
pularity. Nothing  could  be  more  unjuft 
than  this  fufpicion  j  there  was  not  a  perfon  in 
the  kingdom  more  firmly  attached  tp  the 
rights  of  her  fon, 

The  Whigs  were  called  Republicans,  al- 
though many  of  them  had  exhaufted  their 
fortunes  in  fupport  of  the  monarchy. 

t  After  the  death  of  Queen  CaroUne^  he  was  fond  of  a  game 
at  cards  in  an  evening  with  the  CouoteiTes  of  Pembrohj  Al- 
hmarkf  and  other  ladies* 

5  But 
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^  ^1x5*  ^^'  ^^*  ^^^*  ^^^  theprincipal  objed  of  their 
^-^^  calumny.  He  was  aflailed  in  pamphlets/ in 
newfpapcr  eflays,  and  in  every  other  channel 
of  conveyance  to  the  public.  The  war  upon 
the  continent  was  called  bis  German  war;  his 
former  oppofition  to  German  meafures  was 
contrafted  with  his  prefent  conduct ;  the  ex- 
pences  of  former  wars  were  compared  with 
the  prefent  war.  The  ruin  of  the  country, 
the  annihilation  of  all  public  credit,  were  pre- 
dided  and  deplored  as  the  inevitable  conlc- 
quences  of  the  prefent  unjuft,  impolitic,  and 
imprr'^icablc war;  for  although  it  was  fucceff- 
ful,  yci  they  affirmed  that  every  vidory  and 
every  conqueft  was  a  frefti  wound  to  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Pitfs  thirft  for  war,  they 
faid,  was  infatiable;  his  ambition  knew  no 
bounds ;  he  was  madly  ruining  the  kingdom 
with  conquefts. 

By  the  conqueft  of  Canada  they  affirmed 
that  all  had  been  obtained  that  juftice  gave  us 
a  right  to  demand  ;  every  fubfequent  conqueft, 
they  affirmed,  was  not  only  fiiperfluous,  but 
unjuft;  that  it  was  now  perfect  fuicide  to  go 
'  on  conquering  what  muft  be  furrendercd; 
they  wept  over  our  vidories.      The  nation, 

they 
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they  faid,  was  deftroying  itfelf.     At  the  fame   ^  xix.^' 
timd  they  held  out  flattering  and  falfe  piftures 
of  the  enemies  ftrength  and  refources. 

Smollett^  Malletty  Francisy  Home^  Mur^^ 
f^hy^  Maudutty  and  many  others,  were  the  in- 
ftruments  employed  upon  this  occafion.  It 
has  been  faid  that  the  fum  paid  to  thefe  and 
other  hired  writers,  during  the  firft  three 
years  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  ex- 
^  ceeded  forty  thoufand  pounds.  And  the  print'- 
ing  charges  amounted  to  more  than  twice  that 
fum.  In  facilitating  the  views  of  the  party  the 
money  was  well  laid  out,  for  the  nation  was 
completely  duped.  And  as  to  the  few  who 
might  attempt  to  undeceive  the  public,  there 
was  a  political  judge  *  ready  to  punxlh  their 
temerity. 

Aper- 

*  Lord  Mansfield;  of  whom  Mr.  CornsiualJ  (hie  Speaker) 
iaid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  fergeant  Glynn's  mottoa 
concerning  libels  [fee  Chap,  XL.  and  Appendix  S.j* 
''  That  a  man  clothed  in  the  robe  of  magiflracy  ought  never 
to  be  a  poUikian  :  If  fuch  an  one  ever  (hould,  he  would  carry 
his  politics  and  his  prejudices  into  the  court  where  he  pre(ided| 
to  the  imminent  and  almofl  certain  danger  of  every  man  whoni' 
the  confident  of  the  clofet,  or  the  minifter  of  the  day»\wi{hed 
to  have  deftroycd."     This  fufpicion  of  Mr.  CornewalTs  is 

far 
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^  XIX  ^*  ^  perfon  at  this  time  (thirty  years  fubfe- 
quent)  may  yery  rationally  afk  if  there  were 
any  Englilhmen  weak  enough  to  give  credit 
to  thefe  bafe  affertions.  The  queftiou  indeed 
is  natural;  and  if  the  anfwer  correfponds  with 
truth,  it  mud  be  confefTed,  that  fuch  was  the 

far  from  being  new.  We  meet  with  fomething  iiniilar  to  it 
in  jllgernon  Sydney  ^  Difcourfcs  on  Government.  The  fol- 
lowing extrad  is  taken  from  the  quarto  edition,  page  214  : 

**  To  this  end  the  tribunals  are  filled  with  court  panidtes, 
of  profligate  confciencesi  fortunes,  and  reputation,  that  no 
mail  may  efcape  who  is  brought  before  them.  If  crimes  are 
wanting,  thcdih'gence  of  well-chofen  officers  and  profecutor^ 
with  the  favour  of  the  judges,  fupply  all  defedls;  the  law  is 
made  a  fnarc  ;  virtue  fuppreffed,  vice  fomented,  and  in  a  ihort 
time  honefly  and  knavery,  fobriety  and  lewdnefs,  virtue  and 
vice,  become  badges  of  the  feveral  fa£lions,  and  every  man'» 
converfation  and  manners  (hewing  to  what  party  he  isaddi^ed, 
^he  Prince  whb  makes  himfelf  headof  thcworft,  muft  favour 
them  to  overthrow  the  befl,  which  is  fo  Rraight  a  way  to  an 
unlvcrfal  ruin,  that  no  ftatc  can  prevent  it  unlefs  that  courfc 
be  interrupted.  And  whoever  would  know  whether  any  par- 
ticular Prince  defires  to  increafe  or  deftroy  the  bodies  and 
goods  of  his  fubjcAs,  muft  examine  whether  his  government  be 
fuch  as  renders  him  grateful  or  odious  to  them  ;  and  whe- 
ther he  do  purfue  the  public  intereft,  or  for  the  advancement 
of  his  own  authority  fet  up  one  in  himfelf,  contrary  to  that  of 
his  people  ;  which  can  never  befall  2l  popular  ga%)emn^ent ;  and 
confequently  no  mifchief  equal  to  it  can  be  produced  by  anf 
fuch;  unlefs  fomething  can  be  imagioed  worfe  tbdn  corruption 
ifind  dcftruAion.'* 

in- 
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induftry  ufed  in  writing  and  circulating  thcfe  ^  ^^^  ^* 
doArines,  that  the  new  King's  fat9ion,  in  a  v-*oo^ 
Ihort  time,  had  their  defenders  in  every  town 
and  village  in  the  kingdom. 

The  war  indeed  went  on,  and  though  the 
conquefts  and  viSories  were  not  lefs  brilliant 
than  heretofore,  the  expence  was  continually 
urged  as  a  matter  of  more  importance  than 
the  advantage. 

The  unanimity  of  Parliament  was  not  yet 
difturbed.  As  the  enfuing  feffion  was  the  laft 
feffion  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  the  King's 
party  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  poftpone  any 
attacks  in  either  Houfe  until  the  new  Parlia- 
ment was  elefted.  The  feffion  commenced 
fon  the  1 8th  of  November  1760,  and  clofed 
on  the  19th  of  March  1761. 

The  Parliament  was  immediately  diflblved. 

And  on  the  fame  day  Mr.  Legge  was  dif- 
mifled. 

Upon  the  difmiffion  of  Mr.  Leggetht  whole 
miniftry  ought  immediately  to  have  refigned. 

A  mear- 
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^  xix.***  ^  meafurc  of  fuch  union  and  fpirit  muft  havd 
^'"^'^    had  tlie  happieft  effeds.     The  new  King's  fa- 
vourite would  have  been  checked  in  his  de- 
fign  of  feizing  upon  the  kingdom;  and   the 
K  himfelf  would  have  been  convinced, 

that  the  Tory  principles,  inculcated  at  Lei- 
cefter-houfe,  though  amufing  in  theory,  were 
mifchievous  in  practice. 

lord  Bote        Two  days  after  the  difmiflion  of  Mr.  Leg^e^ 
tMty  of  ttut]  Lord  Holdernejfc  refigned,  upon  condition  of 

ienkiofoii     having  a  large  penfion  fecured  to  him.  and 
is  committ  r  • 

the  reverfion  of  the  cmque  ports.  Lord  Butt^ 
in  whofe  favour  this'  refignation  was  pur- 
chafed,  was  inftantly  appointed  fecretary  of 
ftate  in  his  room ;  and  he  made  Mn  CbarUs 
Jenkinfon  his  confidential  commis. 

It  was  now  obvious  to  every  underflanding, 
that  there  was  an  end  of  that  unanimity  which 
had  for  fome  years  fo  happily  and  fo  honour- 
ably prevailed  in  council,  and  in  Parliament. 
The  refolution  of  the  new  King's  fadlion^  to 
change  the  miniftry,  was  now  perceptible  to 
every  man,  who  had  not  loft  his  penetration, 
in  that  torrent  of  popularity,  which  was  art- 
fully managed  to  abforb  all  confiderations,  in 

the 
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the  lAoft  extravagant  eulogies  on  th6  foUnd  ^  5ix7* 
wifdom  of  the  King^  and  the  immaculate  vir-  ^"f^ 
tues  of  his  mother.  »  [See  Appendix  P.] 

The  fa<3tion  further  contrived  to  amufe 
the  people  with  two  other  circumftances  this 
year.  One  was  the  King's  marriage,  the  other  K'n»> 
his  coronation,  which  gave  them  opportunity 
to  proceed  in  their  mqafures  unobferved  by 
the  nation. 

The   merit   oi  finding  out  the  lady  was  oenerti 
claimed  by  general  Grame  *.     But  the  writer  wemi. 

of 

•  There  was  a  controvcrfy  upon  thia  fubje&  in  the  public 
papersy  which  merits  more  notice  than  controverfieg  upon  the 
concerns  of  individuals  ufually  deferve.  We  (hall  fele£t  only 
two  fhort  papers,  as  they  contain  fome  fadls  which  are  cu- 
rious. 

It  (hould  be  previoufly  obferved  that,  in  the  firft  arrange- 
ment of  the  Queen's  eilabliniroenty  general  Gr^m^  was  made 
fecretary  to  the  Queen  ;  and  in  1765  he  was  alfo  made  comp- 
troller; but  in  February  1770  he  was  difmifled  from  her  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  Odober  1777,  the  following  pani- 
graph  appeared  in  the  public  prints: — 

**  It  were  to  be  wi(hcd  that,  in  introducing  general  G — t  to 
the  public  notice,  a  little  more  pains  had  been  taken  to  explain 
the  eafe  and  independence  that  gentleman  was  called  from,  as 
well  as  his  appointment  as  negotiator  and  ambafTador.     The 

world, 
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^xix**'  ^^  ^  Montagnard  'Parvenu  afcribes   k   to 
Lord-B«/<f,  for  he  fays,  page  17,  "  Heaven, 

through 

world  has  hitherto  had  the  misfortune  of  beholding  this  officer 
only  in  the  light  of  a  (imple  individual;  bred  in  a  foreigil  fer- 
Ticc;  employed  once  as  ^'private  agent,  to  fina  out  where  a 
negotiation  might  be  fct  on  foot,  and  rewarded  liberally  for 
the  difcovcry.  It  remains  alfo  to  know  the  independent  patri- 
mony he  was  originally  feifed  of,  and  how  he  may  have 
fpent  it  in  her  Majelly's  fci-vice.  Thefc  and  other  cifxwm- 
ftances  being  cleared  up,  will  have  the  effcft  of  rcfcuing  from 
oblivion  an  illuftrious  charafler,  whofe  merit  has  apparently 
not  been  enough  confidered." 

\Yhis  paragraphj  at  the  heglnmng^  fdemt  toaUuJe  to  fomt prior 
pubrtcation  ;  but  notwith/hnding  a  dilkgtnt  fearck^  nothing  can  he 
founds  except  a  Jhart  paragraph ^  Jtating  that  general  Graeme  had 
reftgned  his  employment,"^ 

To  the  Printer^  i^e. 

**  I  TAKE  the  eatiieft  opportunity  to  comply  with  the 
wifli  of  the  paragraph- writer  in  your  paper  of  to-day,  rcfpcd- 
ing  general  Grsme,  At  the  time  he  was  firft  fcnt  to 
Mecklenburgh,  he  was  poflefFed  of  a  family  cftate  of  C« 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ia 
money.  Your  correfpondent,  though  he  takes  up  the  lu- 
dicrous ftyle,  as  mafter  of  his  fubje6l»  is  certainly  very 
ill-informed.  General  Grame  was  fcnt  three  fevcral  times  to 
Germany;  once  as  a  private  agent,  and  twice  as  a  public 
one ;  firlt  to  find  out  a  Princefs,  then  to  bring  her  over;  and 
laftly  to  carry  the  garter  to  the  Prince  her  brother.  The  ex- 
pences  of  thcfe  journies  were  confiderable  ;  he  gave  in  no  bill 
of  them— the  others  employed  did.  His  liberal  rewards  were 
a  regiment,  which  coft  him  fcven  thoufand  pounds  in  raiiing ; 
the  office  of  fecretary  to  the  Queen,  for  which  he  drew  only 

one 


tlif otigh  the  ifitermfediate  agencj  of  thfe  neW 
fecretary  of  ftate  (Lord  B.),  pointed  out 
Princfefs  Charlotte  of  Strelitz  Mecklenburg.'* 

Thd 

axkt  half  of  the  falaryj  ieing  rotte  for  the  other  half^  and 
fomc  time  sifter  he  was  made  domptroller  tt>  the  Q^qeii's 
houleholJ.  He  rctirdd  from  her  Majeftjr's  fcrvice  with  not 
ond  fhiOIng  of  ready  moneys  and  his  elbite  io  mtich  encttm-: 
bered,  t^t  he  has  little  inore  than  hift  regiment  to  fuilpprt  him. 
Vice  or  ^jttray£iganee  he  has  lieVer  been  accufed  of.  Let 
commofi  fenfe  |)ut  all  this  together,  ^nd  I  d^  the  ihoft  ob- 
s  fequious  courtijer  to  fay  that  he  has  been  imkmiiifiedy  bx  lefa 
rewarded^  He  went  when  a  boy  into  tbc  Scotch  bri« 
gade^  in  the  fenrice  of  the  States  of  Holknd#  ftc  then 
techoned  famous  for  military  difcipline ;  and  I  bdteve  had 
finifhed  his  firft  eampaign*  before  Major  Sturgeon  (wfioin^ 
from  the  phrafe  •  feifed  of,*  I  take  to  be  the  author  of  the 
paragraph)  had  finifhed  or  broken  his  apprentkefhip  to  th^ 
attorney. 

C?A4,  17774  O.  A.B/' 

JTV  the  Printer^  6ftf. 

OffUertlfljyj., 

*«  TO  refcue  ftierit  from  obfimty  is  highly  laudable.  This 
{yraife  will  defervedly  belong  to  the  letter-writer  who  cele- 
brates the  rirtues  and  difappointments  of  general  G-*^  when 
he  has  thrown  the  neceflary  b'ght  upon  fome  few  points.  He 
grants  that  this  gentlemaft  was  j>red  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  and 
that  he  Was  at  firil  ?i  private  agent,  "  to  find  out  ^  trincefs  :" 
(It  were  to  be  wiflied  he  had  chofe  another  phrafe,  for  this 
will  hardly  be  received  as  a  compliment  by  (he  family  it  is  ap* 
plied  to.)  But  then  the  feeond  commiffion  watf^pir^/cr/  *^  to 
bring  ler  over."  Here  either  the  letter-writer  or  the  public 
4«  in  a  great  error.     FoV   the  univerfal  bdief  has  been, 

TOL.  i«  Z  that 
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^icjx/'     •  The  fame  writer,  in  pages  17,  1 8,  and  19, 

^jl^T^  gives  us  the  following  paragraphs: 

^  The  late  King  had,  towards  the  dofe  of 
his    reign^   reconunended    the    Princcfs    of 

that  the  late  Lord  Harcouri  was  the  mtnifter  commiffiooed  to 
bring  her  overf  •    Again»  the  paying  of  feven  thou&nd  for 
a  regiment  is  a  new  fort  of  traflBc,  even  in  this  commercial 
country,  and  merits  a  fuU  iHuftration ;  yet  even  admitting  of 
its  full  extent,  as  this  happened  fo  many  years  ago,  the  ge- 
neral muft,  upon  a  moderate  computatiooy  be  a  very  confi* 
derable  gainer  upon  that  bargain ;  befides  the  very  unufual 
fiivour  of  being  adopted  from  a  foreign  fervice,  over  the  heads 
of  a  multitude  of  l^nnre  and  deferring  officers  in  our  own.** 
Another  point  to  be  cleared  up  ts,  hit  having  fpent  in  the 
public  ffrvice  fo  large  a  patrimony  as  his  eftate  of  fix  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  be* 
Bdes  the  emoluments  of  a  regiment,  a  ia^  fecraat^j/b^  and 
a  wtoU  cw^rolUr/b^.    The  hungry  courtiers  furdy  did  not 
ride  him  in  all  of  thefe,  eftate  and  money  and  all ;  for  Ger* 
jAany  (though  it  is  a  great  gulph)  could  not  have  fwallowcd 
any  thing  like  this  in  three  joumies.     The  bills,  had  they 
been  given  In  (which  it  is  really  pity  they  were  not),  could 
fcarcely,  we  (hould  think,  have  amounted  to  one  tenth  part 
of  the  general's  patrimony  alone. 

Yotor^s,  &c  *      D.»* 

^  [It  U  wM  hnvm  thai  Z^rdHarcourt  vat  the  perjkm  to£*  vtitf  Si 
MeckUmkt^gh  im  a  pubHc  charaAcr }  hut  that  ciramjfaafe  Jms  «•/  imveUdam 
thefa&  pf  gemtrai  Graune  hiing  the  confidential  roan ;  fit  aut£i^  #•  the 
primcipk  9/  govtmmeut  Uid  Je^omfiw  the  new  wj^ii,  there  'were  miv£y»  mm 
oftenfible  man  ^m^  s  confidential  man  in  vteryJitMattw  ;  mti  this  meeJete 
Jhetvs  the  very  early  peried  at  tvhieh  the  theory  eftbejyfem  ^^p>Uc4t]ra 
^hich  had  heat  taitght  at  Leitejer'-hwife^  vioi  fut  im  praSite  at  St,  J^mV] 
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Bfunfioick^  for  the  tranfcendcttcy  of  her  per-  ^?,j..^- 
fon  and  mind ;  but  a  propofal  for  a  Princefs   ^''^^^ 
of  Saxe  Gotha^  reported  to  be  in  every  fcnfe 
the  reverfe  of  the  other,  counterworked  the 
then  Royal  intention,  and  fo  puzzled  taatters 
that  a  marriage  with  neither  took  place 

*^  Mis  (Lord  Bute\)  conduQ:  arofe  not 
from  any  views  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had 
a^hiated  a  Duke  of  Bourbon,  in  procuring  a 
Queen  for  the  French  monarch  (Louis  XV,).        / 

•*  On  ^e  deceafe  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fitiKh 
Regent,  the  Duke  oi  Bourbon  indnuated  him- 
felf  fo  adroitly  with  the  young,  implicit,  and 
inexperienced  King,   ad  to  eflabliih  himfelf 
prime  minifter.  •  * .  • 

"  He  fo  contrived  matters  as  to  have  the 
Infanta,  a  Spanifh  Princefs,  and  of  the  Bourr 
bon  family,  fent  back  [fee  Appendix  R.]j  a 
grofs  afiront  to  his  then  Catholic  Majefty.— 
The  msdn  fpring  of  the  Duke's  policy  was,  to 
chufe  a  Princefs  to  be  raifed  to  the  throne  of 
France,  who  ihould  appear  to  him  the  pooreft 
and  the  moft  friendlefs  in  Europe;  that  being 
raifed  from  her  former  indigent  date,  flie 
z  a  ihould 
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N^xix.^    fhould  be  the  more  faftly  bound  in  obligation 


1761. 


to  him/ 


obffm-  Arty  perfon  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of 

tiom  on  J    r  ^  j 

i?  u  ™*"  E^gl*'^  na^ft  know,  that  greater  misfoitunes 
to  the  nation  have  arifen  from  th^  marriage  of 
Englifh  fovereigns  with  foreigners  than  from 
their  marriage  with  natives.  .  The  marriages 
oiEdwardlL  Rivbardll.  Henry  W.Cbarlesl. 
^c.  are  inconteflable  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
this  obfervation. 

The  exclufion  of  the  natives  from  their  So- 
vereign's bed.  Lb  founded  in  a  traditioaai 
^rror^  or  bare  prejudice;  and  that,  moft  pro- 
bably, a  very  filly  one.  It  is  no  more  thanr 
this^  That  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  into  a 
private  family  may  excite  envy  in  other  fa- 
milies. 

Such  a  circumftance  may,  or  it  may  not, 
happen;  but  fuppofing  that  it  ihould  happen, 
have  we  not  feen  that  favourites  of  no  family 
nor  merit,  only  by  adminillering  to  the  paf* 
fions  and  weaknefles  of  fovereigns,  have  dif- 
pofed  as  abfolutely  of  titles,  places,  prefer- 
ments, penfions^  r?v^riionsi^  &c.  as  any  wife 

or 
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or  relation  could  do  ?  If  this  abufe  Is  unavoid-  ^  J,^  ^• 
able,  might  not  this  queftion  be  fairly  alked,    ^-7'^ 
Is  not  the  exercife  of  fuch  power  fafcr  in  the 
.  hands  of  a  native  of  diftinftiori,  than  in  thofe 
of  any  agent   or  agents  of  any  foreigner 
whatever? 

The  nobility  and  gentry*  of  thefe  realms 
may  be  faid  to  be  in  a  confpiracy  agaiilft  them- 
felves,  while  they  negleft  to  explode  th^t 
vulgar  error  which  fends  our  Princes  in  queft 
of  foreigners  for  wives,  in  whom  their  pri- 
vate happincfs  is  as  little  confulted  as  the  pub- 
lic welfare ;  and  in  which  alliances  we  fome- 
times  import  not  the  beft,  but  the  word  blood 
on  the  continent* 

There  was  like  wife  a  third  circumftanc6  NegotittJon 
this  year,  which  commenced  prior  to  either 
the  King's  marriage  or  coronation,  and  which 
claimed  a  confiderable  fliare  of  the  public  at- 
tention* ^This  was  a  negotiation  for  peace, 
defired  by  France,  and  carried  on  in  London 
by  M.  Bujfy^  and  in  Paris  by  Mr.  Han/  Stan-^ 
ley.  The  reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix 
[fee  Appendix  H.]  all  the  important  docu- 
ments of  the  negotiation,  M.  Bujfy  arrived 
z  3  in  , 


ly^i. 
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^tt^'  in  London  in  May  1761,  and  Mr.  Stanley  at 
Paris  in  the  fame  month.  This  negotiatioa 
continued  until  Auguft^  at  which  time  the 
court  of  France  had  prevailed  on  the  King  of 
Spain Vo  join  them  in  the  war.  Mn  Pitthzd 
fufpeded  for  fome  time  that  this  jundion  was 
in  contemplation;  and  upon  the  delivery  of  a 
Memorial  by  Mt  Bt^ffy^  on  the  interefta  of 
Spain  (when  there  was  a  Spanifh  minifter  at 
our  court),  he  was  confirmed  in  his  fufpiciona. 
He  faw  that  a  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable  ; 
and  he  immediately  made  preparations  for  it. 
He  had  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made  on  the 
French  ifland  of  Martinico,  and  the  other 
iilands  belonging  to  that  power  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  And  it  was  now  his  refolution  to 
haften  thofe  meafures,  and  to  fend  the  fleet 
and  army,  as  foon  as  thofe  iflands  were 
xeducedy  againft  the  Havannah,  the  key  of 
the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies;  and  alfo  to  reinforce 
the  army  with  the  troops  from  North  America^ 
where  the  troops  were  completed^ 

^t't^  Martinico,  Sfc  Lucia,  Grenada,  and  St. 
Vincent,  were  taken  by  his  order.  The  French 
power  in  the  Eaft  Indies  was  totally  deftroyed  j 
and  Belleifle,  on  the  coaft  of  France,  was 
taken. 

There 
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There  was  a  very  unaccountable  negligence 
in  equipping  the  expedition  againft  the  Ha- 
vannah,  under  the  fubfequent  adminiftration^ 
who  could  not  avoid  attempting  this  con-  ^^"li^ 
queft,  becaufe  the  plan  of  it  was  left  to  them  w*^"*^ 
by  Mr.  Pitt.  After  taking  the  laft  of  the 
French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  vido- 
rious  troops  remained  idle  a  confiderable  time;. 
Had  they  been  fent  immediately  againft  the 
Havannah,  as  Mr.  Pitt  intended,  the  Spa- 
niards would  have  been  attacked  before  they 
were  prepared,  and  the  place  would  have 
been  taken  before  the  unhealthy  feafon  com» 
menced.  The  misfortune  was,  that  though  the 
miniftry  fent  only  four  ihip«  from  England^ 
to  join  the  armament  Mr.  Pitt  had  aflembled 
in  the  Weft  Indies ;  yet  thefe  (hips  did  not 
iaii  from  England  until  the  month  of  March 
1762  ;  at  which  time,  according  to  Mr.  Pittas 
pUn,  they  would  have  been  before  the  Ha^ 
vannah;  for  Martinico  furrendered  on  the 
1 2th  of  February.  Our  great  lofs  of  men  at 
the  Havannah  was  more  owing  to  the  un- 
healthy {eafon,  than  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  *• 

•  There  was  a  fufpicioii»  and  it  feems  to  have  been  founded 

OH  neither  orfinarj  nor  weak  probabilttyy  that  the  oiiniftry 

Z4  would 
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C  H  A  P^  *^xid  }^wf9  *f^oic«d  at  a  defcal  bf  fore  the  Havan^.  Th^ 
I  -  -\  officers  \irere  appointed  upon  the  recopamcndatibn  of  the  Duke 
S7^^^  of  Cumberland^  who  was  not  lefs  obnoi^ious.  to  the  faction, 
called  the  King's  friends,  than  Mr,  Pitt  himftV.  Thcj  were 
ient  in  t)ie  manner  above  meylion^d.  TJnp  ^(ivices  of  this  iqi^ 
portant  conqueft  arnved  in  England  when  the  negotiation  fpjf 
peace  was  nearly  finifhed;  the  negotiation  wa«  prolonged  by 
ity  bepaufe  minifters  were  obliged  to  increaft^in  their'deniands 
refpeding  the  ^rms  of  peace;  a  circumftaqce  that  was  quite 
pppofite  to  their  private  wifhes ;  which  were  to  obtain  pcace^ 
as  foon  as  poffiblei  upon  ^ny  ^c^-ins,  ^^ifhcr  thfi;;  cany  o|i  tl^c 


.^ 
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,      C  H  A  R    XX* 

IT  ATE  OP  PR  AllCE.^MR.PrrT  OPPOSED  IK  tllS  DESIGN  TO 
SEND  SOME  SHIPS  TQ  NEWFOUNDl^AND.— THAT  PLACE 
TAKEN.— KE-TAKEN.— MR.  PITT  OPPOSED  IN  HIS  DE- 
SIGN  TO  ATTACK  THE  SPANISH  rtQTA.,-MR.  PITT  AND 
JLORD  TEMPLE  OPPOSED  IN  THEIR  ADVICE  TO  RECALI* 
LORD  BRISTOL  FROM  MADRID.— THREE  COUNCILS  UPON 
IT.P-.MR.  PITT  AND  I,ORD  TEMPLE   RESIGN,— DESIGN 

AGAINST    PANAMA  A^D   MANILLA.— ASSERTIONS    Of  //^ 

J-ORD  TEMPLE  AND  LORD  BUTE— THE  GAZETTE  AC*  '    ^' 

COUNT  OF  MR,  PITT'S  RESIGNATION.— HIS  LETTER  TO 
THE  CITY  OF  LONDON.— ALL  THE  SPANISH  TREASURE 
ARRIVED  IN  3PAIN.-EXPLANAT0RY  NOTE.- MR.  PITT 
GREATLY  APPLAUDED  INTHE  CITY  OF  LONDON.- WAR' 
DECLARED  AGAINST  SPAIN.— EPfTOME  OF  MR.  PITT*S 
ADMINISTRATION, 


F 


RANGE  at  this  time  was  reduced  to  the  c  h  a  ?• 
loweft  ftate  of  diftrefs  and  defpondency.    v..-^,-Lj 
All  her  colonies  wer^  in  the  hands  of  Great  gj^'J^J^' 
Britain.     Her  arms  had  been  difcomfited  in  ^^^^^ 
every  quarter.      The  payment  of  her  public 
bills  was  flopped;  and  flie  might  literally  be 
called  a  bankrupt  nation.     She  was  reduced  to 
a  more  diftrefled  and  humbled  condition  in 
the  three  years  adminiftration  of  Mr.  P///, 
th^O  by  the  whole  ten  years  war  of  the  Duke 

5  of 
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of  Marlborough  *.  Her  navy  was  ruined : 
She  had  not  at  this  time  ten  (hips  of  the  line 
fit  for  fervice ;  yet  with  thefe  her  minifters 
refolved  to  make  one  more  effort.  Their  de- 
fign  was  to  obtain  a  fhare  of  the  fifhery  in  the 
North  American  feas,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
they  could  hope  to  gain  it  by  treaty.  Fromacir- 
cumftance  that  happened  during  the  late  ne* 

^  France  was  never  more  prefled  by  England  than  dining 
Mr.  PiV/'s  adminidration.  An  Engliflunan  might,  at  this  pe« 
riod,  with  fomc  propriety  afk.  Where  were  now  her  450,000 
fighting  men,  which  her  minifters  boafted  of  in  the  rei^  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  ?  And  where  her  Tailors,  who  in  the 
jame  reign  fought  on  board  one  hundred  fliips  of  war  i  It 
may  be  anfwered,  that  we  had  thoufands  of  her  failors  in  pxi- 
fon,  and  that  her  number  of  land  forces  was  dtminifhed  one  half. 
So  reduced  was  her  navy  before  November  X759»  it  ia  well 
known  fhe  was  obliged  to.  force  the  peaiants  into  that  fervice | 
and  it  is  well  known  that,  however  decreafed  her  armies  might 
be,  compared  with  the  flourishing  times  of  Low  the  Fonr* 
teenthy  ftill  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  the  govern- 
ment could  pay  and  provide  for  thofe  armies ;  and  had  they 
.refolved  upon  an  augmentation  of  them,  their  revenues  would 
4ave  failed  to  fupport  them,  and  what  is  more,  the  augment* 
ation  itfelf  was  impra6UcabIe.  The  dregs  of  the  people,  and 
the  lower  artificers,  were  already  Unspt  away  by  the  recruit* 
ing  feijeant ;  and  the  fields  were  in  a  manner  abandoned.— • 
Whoever  travelled  through  France  at  that  jun£lure,  might  fee 
the'  women  not  only  drive,  but  hold  the  plough*  And  in 
fome  provinces  it  was  no  uncommon  fpedade  to  behold  two 
women  yoked  with  one  cow  drawing  the  plough. 

gotiation^ 
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gotiation^  Mr.  Pitt  forefaw  that  they  would 
make  this  attempt.     His  diligence  and  pene^        ^^ 
tration  were  conftant  and  uniform;  and  they  ' 
were  not  lefs  apparent  on  this  than  they  had 
been  on  every  former  occafion*   Immediately 
on  the  departure  of  M.  Buffy^  he  propofed  to 
fend  four  (hips  of  the  line  to  Newfoundland : 
But^  to  his  great  furprife,  he  was  oppofed  in 
this  meafure*      The  cabinet  put  a  negative  Mr,  wit 
Vpon  his  propoution.     The  confequence  was,  ^  •  ^j«fii« 
the  French  took  Newfoundland.     As  foon  as  *^e«^««^ 

land. 

Lord  Amherjl^  who  was  at  New  York,  heard  Kewfwma- 
}t^  he  fent  his  brother  and  Lord  Colville  to  re- 
take the  ifland,  which  they  accomplifhed,  be-* 
fore  theanival  of  any  orders  &om  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  now  faw,  and  felt,  the  ftrength  of 
the  new  King's  party.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, refign  upon  this  check;  becaufe  his 
grand  obje£t  was  Spain.  His  defign  was, 
by  an  early  and  vigorous  exertion,  to  cripple 
that  power.  He  did  not  fufpeft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  to  have  fo  many  friends  in  England 
as  he  afterwards  found.  The  King  of  Spain 
had,  at  this  time,  an  immenfe  treafure  at  fea, 
coming  from  America.  He  was  fenfible  the 
King  of  Spain  would  not  declare  himfelf  until 
that  treafure  had  arrived*    Mr.  P/Z/'s  defign 

was 


3i4  ANECDOTES  AND  SPEECHES 

^  xx^  ^'  ^^  '^  intercept  it,  and  bring  it  to  England. 
w--v-^    Hs  was  confident  of  the  hoftile  intentions  of 

I7«i- 

Spain.     The  plan  of  union,  which  had  been 
negotiating  between  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain  all  the  fummer  at  Paris,  was  now  com- 
pleted ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  furnilhed  with 
a  copy  of  thi«  treaty  of  alliance,  which  in- 
cluded all  the  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bqur- 
bon,    and   is  comnjionly  called   the  Family 
Compaft.    [See  AppendiK  K,]     He  commu- 
nicated to  the  cabinet  his  refolution  of  attack- 
ing Spain.     Lord  Bute  was  the  firft  perfon 
who  oppofed  it ;  he  called  it  rafh  and  unad- 
JJfigiTo"!'.  vifable.     Lord  Granville  thought  it  precipi- 
sp'i'nTft  '^*  tate,  and  defiredtime  to  confider  of  it.    Lord 
lo(ir       Temple  fupported  Mr.  Pitt,  which  he   had 
Mr.Pittind  done  uniformly  from  his  coming  into  office* 
pie  oppofrd  The  Duke  of  Newcaffle  was  neuter.      The 

in  their  ad-  •' 

ci^Lotd"  Chancellor  was  abfent.  Lord  Temple  and 
»»ft>^.  Mr.  Pitt  fubmitted  to  his  Majefty  their  advice 
in  writing,  figned  by  themfelves^  to  recall 
Lord  Bri/lol  (the  Britiftx  ambaflador)  from 
Madrid.  This  was  on  the  1 8tt^  of  September 
1761. 

A  few  days  afterwards  a  fecond  cabinet 
was  fummoncd  upon  the  fame  fubjed.  AH 
the  cabinet  minifters  were  prefent     Mr.  Pitt 

al'. 
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aflferted  that  he  did  not  ground  kis  refolution  ^  ^^  ^^ 
of  attacking  Spain  upon  what  the  court  of  ^""""^ 
Spain  had  faid,  or  might  fay,  but  upon  what 
that  court  had  affualfy  done.  The  majority 
faid  they  were  not  yet  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  or  propriety  of  his  meafure;  and  the 
cabinet  broke  up  without  coming  to  any  refo- 
lution. In  a  few  days  more  a  third  cabinet 
was  fummoned  upon  this  fubjedt  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Lord  Temple  infifted  upon  the  neceffity 
of  recalKng  Lord  BriJioL  Every  other  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet  now  declared  againft  the 
mea&re;  upon  v^hich  Mr.  Pitt  and  !l^ord 
Temple  took  their  leaves.  Lord  Granville  (the 
Lord  Prefident)  regretted  that  they  were  going 
to  lofe  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  noble  relation.  He 
ipoke  highly  of  Mr.  Pitt\  penetration  and 
integrity,  but  on  this  occafion  he  thought 
him  miftaken,  for  the  beft  accounts  from 
^ain  juftified  a  contrary  opinion.  His  Ma- 
jefty  having  rejedled  the  written  advice  of  Mr.  pitt 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple^  they  refigned  on  T«npte  rc- 
the  fifth  of  Odtober  176 1  *.  '^*" 

But 

•  A  few  weeks  previous  to  Mr.  PtH*^  refignation,  the  fol- 
lowing converfation,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  related  from  me^ 

mory. 


3^'  AMCt>OT£S  Aim.SP^fiCHSJ 

^  xx!  '*       ^^*  '^^  °^^^  abandoned  part  of  this  bufi- 
^""^f^   nefs  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  com- 
mence- 

mory,  kappened  between    Mr.  PUi   and  a  General   Q^- 
ccr  ••— 

"  Sir,"  fayt  Mr,  Piti,  «  I  find  the  Spaniards  arc  deter* 
mined  to  break  with  us.  It  may  beocMnc  a  fortunate  circum* 
ftancet^for  although  we  have  taken  the  French nflands  and 
colonies,  they  do  not  afford  us  ready  money,  which  we  want. 
You  muft  take  pofleffion  of  Panama :  How  many  regiments 
Ihall  you  want  for  fuch  an  expedition  ?  The  (hips  can  be 
provided  for  the  purpofe  immediately  i  I  have  no  doubt  of 
making  up  5000  men,  if  neceilary,  from  the  Britifh  colonies, 
who  arc  now  fccurc.  We  have  noreafon  to  apprehend  adifap- 
pointment ;  they  may  not  be  ready  in  time*  but  muft  be  fent 
you  as  they  are  raifed,  rather  as  recrutto  than  part  of  your 
command.'' 

General  Officer.^**  Sir,  I  Ihall  not  want  a  great  number  of 
difciplined  troops ;  I  know  the  exaft  force  in  that  part  of 
America ;  give  me  three  or  four  regiments,  with  inftnifikions 
to  the  middle  and  fouthem  provinces  to  fupply  me  with  a  few 
men  accuftomed  to  bufh*fighting,  and  about  two  thouland  ne- 
groes to  work  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  Give  me  powers  to 
form  an  alliance*  and  a  promife  of  protedion  in  religi<m  and 
commerce.  IH  anfwer  for  the  fuccefs,  not  only  againft  IVi- 
nama,  but  for  a  refignation  of  all  Spanifh  America*  in  all 
matters  which  may  be  deemed  beneficial  to  Great  Britain.'' 

Mr.  Pitt.^^**  Sir,  get  yourfelf  in  readineis ;.  your  com- 
miffion  (hall  be  made  out  immediately/* 

Nor  was  this  alL  He  mediuted  an  attack  upon  the  Phi- 
lippine iflands ;  and  he  confuhcdLord  An/on  upon  the  fnbjeA» 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  thofe  feas.  Mr,  Piti"%  defign 
was  to  have  reduced  Panama  firft,  and  next  to  have  made  a 
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mencement  of  the  firft  feffion  of  the  new  Par-  ^  \!^  ^' . 

liament,  on  the  6th  of  November  1761,  when   ^— ■^r^ 

'     '  X76U 

Lord  Temple  faid,  in  the  debate,  *  That  their  AtreTtiom 

•  advice  (meaning  Mr.  Pitt  and  himfelf)  was  Te^itind 

•  not  founded  upon  fujpicion  only,  although      '**  ^^ 

•  they  had  for  feveral  months  fufpeSied  the 

•  views  of  Spain,  and  would  have  been  amply 

•  juftified  from  the  jufi  grounds  of  their  /uf- 
^  picionsj  but  upon  pofitive  and  authentic  in- 
^  formation  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  being  figned 

•  between  France  aqd  Spain.*  Upon  which 
Lord  Bute^  with  aftonifhing  and  incredible 
efirontery,  got  up,  and  pronounced  thefe 
words : 


detachment  from  thence  a^fainft  Manilla.  The  reader  has 
been  akeady  informed  of  his  deiign  againft  the  Havannaby 
whichy  though  it  was  afterwards  executed  by  ht8  fuccelTors, 
yet  had  he  continued  to  dired  the  war,  that  conqueft  would 
have  been  accomplifhed  much  fooner,  and  confequently  great 
part  of  the  force  employed  there  would  have  been  at  leirure, 
perhaps^  to  have  co*openited  at  Porto  Bcllo,  or  fome  other 
placcy  with  the  expedition  againft  Panama,  or  have  been 
ready  for  any  other  fervice.  His  defign  againft  the  Philippino 
idands  was  adopted  by  his  'fuccefTors,  but  materially  altered* 
by  joining  the  £aft  India  Company  in  the  meafure.  Nor 
would  this  expedition  have  been  undertaken,  if  Lord  jfn/on 
bad  noty  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  repeatedly  recommended 
and  prefled  it  to  Lotd£^imcnt. 

•My 


AMdxnis  Aim  snni^i 

*  My  liOrds, 
*  I  affirm,  uport  my  honbur^  that  thete  wa5 

*  NO  intelligence  of  fuch  a  fa£i  fo  conftituted^ 

*  at  that  time.* 

This  brought  Lord  TtempU  ap  again,  who 
affirmed  alio  upon  bii  honour^}  That  there 
•was  intelligence  of  the  highcft  moment; 

*  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  .publiih  that 

*  irvtelligencc  in  the  Houfe,  btit  would  re- 

*  frcfh  his  Lordfhip's  memory  in  private^— ^ 
He  beckoned  Lord  Bute  out  of  the  Hdufe, 
and  repeated  to  him  the  intelligence  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  cabinets  In  this  con-* 
fcrence  Lord  Bute  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  of  acknowledging  that  he  recoU 
leEled  it.  The  dates  will  {hew  the  fadt  indif- 
putably.  The  Family  Compa£t  was  (igned 
on  the  15th  of  Auguft  176 1;  it  was  ratified 
on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  and  the 
written  advice  to  recall  Lord  Brj/lolw^^  given 
and  dated  on  the  i8th  of  the  fame  month. 

Mr.  Pitt\  refignation  was  not  publilhed  in 
the  London  Gazette  until^^  days  after  it  had 
takea  place.      The  miniftry  waited  for  fome 

of 
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f 

of  their  favwrable  Atlvijoes  fFora  Spain   to  ^\^^^ 
co^tpaft  with  it.  r   , 


1761 


In  the  Gazette  of  0£t:ober  ip,  1761,  thefe 
fLftides appeared  together:     * 


i( 


*^  Madrid^  September  J!^     A  report  hs^ving  ^"^'"""^f^c 
been  lately  fpread  here;  upon  the  arrival  «fi«"»^«>"- 
"  erf  pur  lac^?  letter?  frofla  France,  as  if  there 
"  ^a^;reafontp  apprehQnd  an  i|iin>ediaterup- 
"  tare:  between  our  oourt  and  that  of  Great 
*'  Britain,  we*^  [who  yoerje  meant  by  this  pro- 
noun?]  "  underftand  that  the  Spanilh  naini- 
**  fters,   in  avfpnverfation  which  they  had         ^ 
"  lately  with  the  Earl  df  j3rifiol^  artibaffador    ^ 
"  extraordinary  from  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
**  expreflfed  their  concern*  thereat,   and  de-«- 
."  clared  very    explicitly  to,  his  Excellency, 
'"  that  on  the  part  of  their  court  there  was 
/'  not  thje  leaft  ground  for  any  fuch  appre- 
"  benfipns,  as  the  QatboliQ  King  had,  at  no 
**  time,  been  more  intent  upon  cultivating  a 
**  good  correfpondence  with  England,  than 
•**  in   the   prefent  conjundure*;    and  at  the 
**  fame  time  informed  the  Earl  of  Brijlol  that 
"  orders  had  been  fent  to  Monfieur  Manfoy 
"  governor  of  San  Roqile,  to  reprimand  fuch 
"  of  the  inhabitants  under  his  jurifdi<Slion  as 
yoL.  I,  A  A  "  had 
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•*  had  encouraged  the^illegal  protcaion  given 
to  the  French  privateer  rOw-boats,  under 
"  the  cannon  of  a  Spanifh  fort." 

"  St.  James's  J  Oaober"  9.  The  Right 
"  Honourable  WiUiam  Pitt  having  refigned 
"  the  feals  into  the  King's  hands,  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  was  this  day  pleafed  to  appoint  the 
"  Earl  of  Egremont  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's 
"  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate.  And  in  con* 
•*  fideration  of  the  great  and  important  fervices 
"  of  the  faid  Mr.  P/Vf,  his  Majefty  has  been 
**  gracioufly  pleafed  to  dired,  that  a  warrant 
**  be  prepared  for  granting  to  the  Lady  Hefter 
**  P/>/,  his  wife,  a  barony,  of  Cjrreat  Britain, 
**  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and  title  of  Baronefs 
"  of  Chatbaniy  to  herfelf,  and  of  Baron  of 
**  Chatham  to  her  heirs  male;  and  alfo  to 
^  confer  upon  the  faid  William  Pitt  Efq.  an 
annuity  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
during  his  own  life,  and  that  of  Lady 
Hejler  Pitt,  and  their  fon  John  Pitt  Efq." 


"  St.  James,  Oetober  9.  This  day  Earl 
"  Temple,  keeper  of  the  King's  privy  feal, 
"  refigned  the  faid  feal  into  his  Majefty's 
**  hands." 

TTie 


ti€u 
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The  mometit  the  preceding  intelligeincej  ^^^/' 
was  publifhed,  Mn  Pitt's  chaf after  was  af- 
lailed  with  the  khoft^  io'dent  malignity  and  fa* 
Tage  phrenzy  that  ever  difgraced  any  age  or 
country,  by  all  the  hired  writers  in  the  fer** 
vice  of  the  King's  party.  They  branded  him 
with  the  names  of  penfionef ,  apoftate,  de-^ 
ferter,  and  with  every  term  of  reproach  that 
malicecouldapply,  or  depravity  fuggeft.  Every 
newfpaper  was  filled  with  their  invedives. 
Pamphlets  were  written  and  iriduftrioufly  cir- 
culated for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  every  art 
and  every  method  were  pradiifed,  in  order  to 
tfftSt  a  change  of  the  public  opinion,  refpedt- 
ing  the  glory  of  his  meafures,  the  honour  of 
his  charafter,  and  the  purity  of  his  conduft. 

The  King^s  faction  Were  perfedlly  fenfible 
that  the  confidence  of  the  nation  had  been  re- 
pcfed  in  Mr.  jP///,  and  they  deprecated,  by 
this  criminal  induftry,  his  return  to  power. 
They  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  a  difpofi- 
tion  in  the  people,  fimilar  to  that  fhewn  in 
the  year  1757,  when  the  public  voice  obliged 
the  late  King  to  receive  him.  And  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  occafion 
a  temporary  diminution  of  his  charader  in 
A  A  2  the 
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CH  A p,  the  puijfic  ^e«a.    Mr.  Pi//, himfetf  waa  (o 

^— ^^ — '  thoroughly  c(Mivinced  of  this  truths  that  he 

thought  it  aecefTaiy  tx>  ftsfte  the  caufe  of  his 

refignation^in  the  follpwing  letter  tp  tbe'towo* 

cl^rk  ofthccity  of  Ifpdcloft:,  :  .     .;  / 

Mr-  Pitt's        ,    **  Dear  Sir^     . 

letter  to  the      •  (  ^ 

dty  of  un.  ^  cc  Fiading, .  tp  my .grcftt.  futprift*:  that  the 
c^ufe  End  manner  of  B^yref^gfting  the  fcals  is 
grofsly  imfrepreientedJH:th^.city,  aa  well  as 
that  the  moft  gracious  and  fpoataoeous  marks 
of  his  Majefty's  approbation  of  my  fervices, 
which  marks  fpH owed. my  refignation,  hive 
been  infamoufly,  tradu€e4;:  9^  a  bargain  for 
my  forlakingthe  public^  I  anj  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  declaring  the  truth  of  both  thefe  faSs 
in  a  manner  which  I  am  fure  no  gentleman 
will  contradid :  A  difference  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  meafures  to  be  taken  ^ainft  Spain, 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  and  to  the  moft  eflential  nktional 
interefls,  and  this  founded  on  wh^t  Spain  had 
already  done*,  not  on  what  that  court  may 
farther  intend  to  "do,  was  the  caufe  of  my  re- 

figning 

♦  What  Spain  had  olrrady  done.']   -At  this  di  (lance  of  time 
thcfe  words  may  require  a  little  explaoitibn.     Befides  the 

Familj- 
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figning  the  feals.     Lord  Temple  and  I  ful>-  ^  xx: 
mitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us^  bur  mbft 

humble 

Famfly  Compafi,  which  Was  Mn  Piit*%  principal  objef^,  there 
were  the  following  fadts : 

A  Memorial  of  Mr.  PUt%  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  had  been  returned  by  the  Spani(h  miniiler  at 
Madrid  as  wholfy  inadmifftbk.  This  Memorial  Mr*  Pitt  wifhed 
to  have  had  laid  before  Parliament ;  becaufe  having  made,  he 
£ud,  the  conduft  of  Spain,  in  this  inftance,  Xht  precedent  for 
his  refbfal  of  the  Spanifh  Memorial  offered  by  M,  Bujy^  he 
thought  both  the  matter  and  the  expreffion  of  the  Britiih  Me- 
morial ought  to  be  made  known.  Mr.  Pltt^^  fucceffors  in 
office,  however,  put  a  negative  upon  his  wifhes. 

And  befides  the  points*  in  difpute  betweep  the  two 
courts,  there  were  the  following  reprehenfible  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  Spain  : 

At  St.  Lucar,  about  fevcn  leagues  from  Cadiz,  there  were, 
in  I757»  eleven  fail  of  Englifh  fhips  in  that  harbour,  which 
lailed  with  Spanifh  pilots,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  be- 
tween the  two  necks  of  land,  and  in  (hoal  water,  they  were 
followed  by  a  French  privateer.  They  were  aU  taken,  and 
brought  back  into  that  port.  Sir  Benjamin  Keene^  our  am-» 
baflador  at  that  time  at  Madrid,  cemonflrated  very  ftrongly 
upon  this  fubje^,  but  to  no  purpofe;  they  were  deemed  good 
prizes,  though  taken  clofe  to  the  land,  in  (hoal  water. 

The  affair  of  the  Antigallican  and  her  prize  the  Due  de 
Penthievre  is  well  known. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759,  the  Experiment  (a 
King's  /hip)  was  chafed  off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  by  the  Te- 
kmachus,  a  large  French  privateer,  double  the  force  of  the 

•  Thcfc  pbtnts  were  three  in  number.  They  are  given  in  the  private 
Memorial  of  France,  dated  July  15,  1761J  which  ftc  in  the  Appendix  H. 

A  a  3  E«^ 
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humble  fentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  be* 
ing  over-ruled  by  the  united  opinion  of  all 

the 

Ejcperiment;  but  the  BritUh  captain  not  chafing  to  fufferthe 
difgrace,  engaged  the  Frenchman^  and  at  length  took  Linu 
The  viftor  then  ftood  for  the  Spaniih  coaft,  when  he  fent  his 
boat  with  his  mafter  and  four  men  afliore,  to  land  feme  of 
the  pnTonerS)  and  bring  off  fome  neceffaries.  The  boat  was 
immediately  detained,  and  the  officer  and  crew  thrown  into 
prifon,  the  governor  alleging  that  the  French  fliip  was  an 
illegal  capture,  t^hough  (became  off  from  the  land  where  (he  lay 
at  anchor,  and  purfued  the  Experiment.  And  orders  wei^ 
fent  to  all  the  Spani(h  ports  to  detain  the  Experiment  if  (he 
put  into  any  of  them. 

About  June  1 760,  ^he  Salulh  (loop  of  war  chafed  on  (hore 
a  French  row-boat,  a  few  leagues  to  the  eaftwaid  of  Almeria 
Bay,  and  fome  time  after  (he  took  a  French  row-boat  off 
Mahon,  and  put  a  n}icl(hipman  and  fourteen  men  on  board, 
and  fome  time  in  the  following  month  came  to  anchor  in  that 
bay-  The  Spaniards  detained  her,  and  made  the  men  pri* 
foners;  upon  which,  the  captain  of  the  Salta(h,  finding  his 
prize  not  come  out,  fent  his  boat,  witli  the  mafter  and  five 
men,  to  know  the  reafon  j  who,  on  coming  aihore,  wera 
threatened  by  the  Spaniih  foldlers  to  be  fired  at  unlcfs  they 
hauled  their  boat  a(hore  to  a  port  a  quarter  of  a  mk  from 
thence,  which  they  refufed  to  do,  infifting,  as  Briti(h  fubjcSs, 
they  had  a  right  to  Spanifh  proteaionj  whereupon  they 
feized  the  boat's  crew,  as  wcUas  the  prize,  and  put  them  in 
the  common  prifon,  where  the  mafter  was  ftruck  and  abufed 
by  the  foldicrs,  aqd  all  the  reft  ufed  with  great  cruelty,  and 
refufed  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  The  Salu(h  waa 
never  able  to  get  her  men,  to  the  number  of  19.  The  Spa- 
niards  fent  the  mafter  of  a  Catalan  bark  to  prifon,  for  carry- 
MJg  a  meffage  from  one  of  the  prifoner^  to  Gibraltar. 

In 
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the  reft  of  the  King's  fervants,  I  refigned  the   ^  5x^  ^' 
fcals  on  Monday  the  5th  of  this  month,  in 

'  order 

In  1 76 1  the  Speedwell  cutter,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
^lUn^  was  chafed  into  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  by  the  Achilles^ 
a  French  man  of  war,  and  there  made  a  prize  of  by  her.  Mr« 
jfilen  was  tried  at  Spithead  for  lofing  his  Majefty's  cutter,  and 
waa  honourably  acquitted ;  but  the  court  declared  their  opi- 
nion that  fhe  was  an  illegal  prize,  and  taken  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations. 

In  Cadia  there  were  many  French  privateers  numned  and 
fitted  out  by  Spaniards,  built  under  the  windows  of  the  go- 
vernor's hottfe,  where  they  lay;  and  in  his  fight,  when  any 
Engliih  vefTel  failed  out  of  the  harbour,  would  follow  in- 
ftantly,  and  bring  her  in ;  though,  on  the  contrary,  if  any 
French  (hip  fhould  fail  out,  no  Engliih  ihip  of  war  dared  to 
follow  her,  or  fail  out  of  the  harbour  in  lefs  than  24  hours  j 
and  thegarrifon  guns  were  always  ready  to  prote6^  a  French, 
Ihip. 

In  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  in  May  176 1,  there  were  upwards 
of  thirty  French  row-boats,  in  which  thirty  boats  there  were 
not  above  thirty  Frenchmen,  one  in  each  boat,  and  the  reft 
of  the  crews  all  Spaniards,  and  thefe  fitted  out  by  the  Spa- 
niards there,  and  at  St.  John  de  Luz. 

At  Cabaretta,  a  fmaU  town  on  the  Spanifti  coaft,  in  the 
Gut  of  Gibraltar,  where  there  is  a  calUe  and  fome  few  guns, 
there  was  always  a  fleet  of  French  row-boats  at  anchor  under 
thofe  guns,  with  not  one  Frenchman  on  board,  mofUy  Spa* 
oiards  and  Genoefe,  but  fitted  out  by  Spaniards,  who,  in  a 
piratical  manner,  watched  and  feized  dl  Engliih  veflels  which 
paffed  without  a  convoy,  or  happened  to  be  becalmed.  This 
was  very  detrimental  to  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  as  many 
of  thcfe  veffcls  were  bound  from  Ireland,  8cc.  with  provifions. 
A  A  4  jfiQut 
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order  not  to  remain  refponfible  for  nieafures 
which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  gvjide.— - 
Moft  gracious  public  majrks  of  his  Majefty's 
approbation  of  my  fervices  followed  my  re- 
fignatioa.  They  •  are  unmerited,  and  uff/oli-* 
cited ;  and  I  ihall  ever  be  proud  to  have  re- 
ceived them  from  the  bcft  of  Sovereigns. 

.  ".  I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
I  have  explained  thefe  matters  only  for  the 
honour  of  truth,  not  in  any  view  to  court  re- 
turn of  confidence  from  any  man,  who  with 
a  credulity,  as  weak  as  it  is  injurious,  has 
thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  his  good  opi- 
nion from  one  who  has  ferved  his  country 
with  fidelity  and  fuceefe;  and  who  juftly  re- 
veres the  upright  and  candid  judgment  of  it, 
little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures  of  the  ca- 
pricious and  the  ungenerous.  Accept  my  fin- 
cereft    acknowledgments   for  all   your   kind 


jihout  two  months  before  Mr,  Pitt  rcfigncdy  Mr,  R  ■  » 

an  eminent  JLlp-lullJer  in  the  King  of  Sfain*i  fervicey  quitted 
Spain y  and  returued  to  England,  He  knew  authentically  and 
exa8ly  the  force  and  condition  ofe'veryfhip  and  veffel  hehngin^  to 
the  King  of  Spain.  Mr,  V\K.tfa*w  him  fever al  times  immediately 
after  his  or  rival ^  and  placed  a  proper  value  upon  his  informatictu 

friend- 
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friendfliip,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  ^  ^^  ^• 
and  efteem^  ^TXT' 

"  My  dear  Sir, 
Hayes^  "  Your  faithful  Friend, 

«i?.  15,1761.  '  •*  w.  pitt; 


I  9f 


A  little  time  after  Mr.  P/Z/'s  refignation, 
the  miniftry  received  a  difpatch  from  Lord 
Briftol  at  Madrid,  containing  the  following 
interefting  information : 

**  Efcurial^  Nov.  2,  1761. 
"  Two  fliips  have  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz, 
**  with  very  extraordinary  rich  cargoes',  from 
"  the  Weft  Indies;  fo  that  all  the  wealth 
**  that  was  expe&ed  from'SpaniJb  America  is 
^  jxovr/afe  in  Old  Spain  \'' 

The  triumphs  of  the  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid  over  Mr.  Pitt  were  now  complete : —  ^ 
The  firft,  in  having  compelled  him  to  relin- 
quifh  the  direftioti  of  a  war,  by  which  he  had 
neariy  crufhed  one  branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  and  was  ready  to  pour  its  thunders 

*  See  other  Extrads  from  the  Spaniih  papersj  with  fome 
explanatory  notei,  in  the  Appendix  !• 

upon 
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^xx/*  lipoa  another :  The  latter,  in  having  fup- 
'^jjVjT'  ported  the  defigns  of  his  enemies,  until  that 
immenfe  wealth  was  arrived,  which  they 
knew  he  meant  to  have  intercepted;  and 
which,  had  he  been  permitted  to  accompliih,he 
muft,  by  a  fuccefs  of  fuch  immenfe  importance^ 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  have  fpeedily  re- 
duced Spain  to  the  neceflity  of  deprecating 
the  rage  of  fo  potent  and  adlive  an  enemy.— 
But  to  thofe  few  pe/fons  who  were  not  duped 
by  the  artifices  of  the  King's  confidential  fer- 
vants,  nor  deceived  by  the  hired  writers  of 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemies,  thefe  triumphs 
over  a  great  minifler  were  matters  of  the  moft 
iincere  concern^  regret,  and  anguiih* 

Mr.  pjtt  In  a  few  weeks,  however,  the  public  pr«* 

in  the  City,  judice  bcgau  to  diflipate*  When  he  went 
into  the  city  on  the  enfuing  Lord  Mayor's 
day,  he  was  honoured  in  all  the  ftreets 
through  which  he  paffed,  with  unbounded 
marks  of  applaufe.  The  King  and  Queen 
honoured  the  city  feaft  with  their  prefence 
(according  to  cuflom,  on  the  firfl:  Lord 
Mayor's  day  after  their  coronation) ;  and  the 
courtiers  faid  his  Majefty  betrayed  fomc  figns 
of  difapprobation,  that  the  applaufe  given  to 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pitt  was  greater  than  tliat  ihewn  to  him-  ^  \f^  ^* 
felf. 


This  approbation  was,  for  a  little  time,  con* 
fined  to  the  metropolis;  but  foon  afterwards 
feveral  cities  and  great  towns  prefented  com-* 
plimentary  addrefles  to  him — ^thanking  him 
for  his  important  fervices,  and  lamenting  the 
caufe  of  his  refignation.  [See  Appendix 
N.  N.] 

Whatever  doubts  might  have  remained  on 
the  minds  of  men^whofe  refidences  were  re- 
mote from  the  fource  of  information,  refped- 
ing  the  propriety  of  Mr.  P///'s  conduct  re- 
lative to  Spain,  they  were  all  difpelled  by  the 
declaration  of  war  againft  that  power,  which 
Mr.  Pitf$  fucceflbrs  found  themfelves  under 
the  neceility  of  iffuing  on  the  fecond  day  of 
January  1762,  although  they  poftponed  that 
important  meafure  until  the  infults  of  the 
Spaniih  court  had  become  fo  notorious  that 
even  Lord  Bute  confefled  they  could  be  no 
longer  concealed. 

Thus  came  by  conftraint,  and  without 
dignity,  and  what  is  worfe  than  both,  above 

Aree 
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^xx^^'  three    months    after   the  opportunity    had 

^-"•v-^    elapfed,   that  declaration  of  war,    fneaking, 

and  as  it  were  by  ftealth,  which  Mr.  Pitt 

would  have  iffued  with  eclat  in  the  month  of 

September  |aft. 


EPITOME 

OF 

•     MR.  PITT'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

MDCCLVII. 

Bpitomeof        THE  Hauoverians  and  Heffians  were  fent 

Mr.  Pitt't 

•Amm&n'  home,  and  a  well-regulated  militia  efta- 
blifhed;  by  which  the  enemy  faw  that  we 
were  fb  far  from  wanting  foreign  troops  to 
protea  us,  that  we  could  afford  to  fend  the 
national  troops  abroad. 

The  foundations  were  laid  of  the  fubfe- 
quent  conquefts. 

Fleets  and  armies  were  fent  to  Afia,  Africa, 
and  America. 

MDCCI.VIII. 


QF  THB/EARt  OF  CHATHAM^ 
MDCCLVIli* 

Shipping  deftroyed  atSu  Malb, 

Bafon  and  fhipping  deftroyed  at'^CheAurg. 

Emden  recovered  from  thef  rentK. 

Senegal  taken. 

Louifbour^^  and  the  illes  of  Cape  Breton 
and  St.  John's,  taken.     - 

Fort  Frontenac  taken. 

Fort  Du  Quefne  taken. 

Fort  and  illand  of  Goree  taken. 

'  MafTulipatam  taken. 

D' Ache's  fleet  defeated. 

French  army  defeated  at  Crevelt. 

French  fleet  under  Du  Quefne  taken  by  ad- 
miral OJborne. 

French  fleei  drove  afliore  at  Rochefort,  by 
Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

MDCCLIX.  • 

Guadaloupe,  Marie  Galante,  Defirade,  ^c. 
taken. 

Siege  of  Madras  raifed. 

Surat  taken. 

Niagara  taken. 

Shipping  deftroyed  at  Havre. 

French  fleet  under  De  la  Clue  taken  by 

admiral  Bofcawen. 

Tioon- 
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Ticonderoga  taken. 
Crown  Point  taken* 
Quebec  taken. 

Complete  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in  Qui*- 
beron  Bay. 
French  army  defeated  at  Minden. 

MDCCLX. 

Tburot  killed,  and  liis  three  frigates  taketu 
French  army  defeated  at  Warburglu 
Montreal  taken,  and  all  Canada.' 
Frigates,  ftages,  and  ftores  deftroyed   in 
Chaleur  Bay. 
Dumet  taken. 
Dominique  taken. 

MOCCLXI. 

Pondicherry    taken,   and  all  the  French 
power  in  India  deftroyed. 
Belleifle  taken. 
French  army  defeated  at  Fellinghaufen. 

MDCCLXIK 

Martinieo  taken,  and  with  it  the  iflands  of 
Grenada,  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent.    And 

The  Havannah  taken ;  though  after  Mr. 
Pittas  rerignation,y  et  in  confequence  of  his  plans. 

To  thefe  conquefts  muft  be  added  the  anni- 
hilatipn  of  the  French  marine,  commerce,  and 

credit  \ 
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credit  ;  the  lofs  to  France  of  the  following  ^^^.^^ 
Ihips  of  war,  which  compofed  nine-tenths  of  ^-^"^^ 
her  royal  navy : 

FUENGH  KING*S  IHIPS  TAKEN  OR  DESTROYED. 

Forty-four  of  the  line,  viz. — ^Four  of  84 ;  » 
eleven  6f  74;  two  of  70;  feventeen  of  64; 
two  of  60 }  two  of  56}  one  of  54;  and  five 
of  50. 

Sixty-one  frigates,  viz,— Four  of  44;  two* 
of  40;  eighteen  of  36;  two  of  34;  fifteen  of 
32 ;  one  of  30  j  one  of  28 ;  two  of  26  j  eight 
of  24;  two  of  22  J  fix  of  20. 

Twenty-fix  floops  of  war,  viz.— One  oiF 
18 ;  nine  of  i6j  fix  of  14 ;  two  of  12 j  one 
of  10}  feven  of  8, 

.  Befides  the  advantages  derived  from  all 
thefe  conquefts  and  captures,  Mr.  Pift  left 
the  late  thirteen  Britifh  colonies  in  North 
'America  in  perfefl  fecurity  and  happinefs ; 
every  inhabitant  there  glowing  with  the 
vrarmeft  afFedtion  to  the  parent  country.  At 
home  all  was  animation  and  induftry.  Riches 
and  glory  flowed  in  from  every  quarter, 

'*  Gods  I  what  a  golden  fcene  was  thisy 
•«  OfpubKcfkmcpofprinttcblift*." 

•  OU  bjr  H.  Seymoufi  Ei<|.  Utt  M.  P.  for  Eteihim. 
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CHAP.    XXL. 

imJATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN— FARTHER^  PARTlCa- 
LARS  CONCERNING  MR.  PITT'S  RESIGNATION,— ^NI> 
THE  PRINCESSES  OF  BRUNSWICK.— UN fON  OF  LORD 
BUTE  WITH  XORD  BATH  AND  MR.  POX.— MR.  GREN- 
VILLLE  WISHES  TO  BE  MADE  SPEAKER.— MR.  ?ITT  VJL. 
SIRES  ALL  THE  PAPERS.  RELATIVE  TO   SPAIN  TO  BE 

'  LAIl)  BEFORE  PARLTAMSU^IT:— HE  SUPPORTS  THE  MO- 
TIQN  OF  A  SUPPLY  FOR  PORTtlGAL.— REGARDS  MEA- 
SURES MORE  THAN  MEN.-T-LORD  TYRAWLEY  SENT  TO 
LISBON— JEALOUSY  OP  THE  COMMERCIAL  INTEREST. 

CHAP.  rpHE   fituation  of  Grear Britain^  at  the 
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Great  Bri< 
taiji. 


end  of  Mr.  jP/V/'s  admiiuftr^tion,  might 
situttioo  or  not  be  improperly  compared  to  th^at  of  Rome 
at  the  end  of  the  commonwealth.  The  Ro- 
man empy-e  extended  from  Britain  to  Media; 
and  the  Britiih  dominions  included  North 
America,  and  a  great  part  of  the  Mogul 
empire,  with  many  iflands  and  colonies 
in  Europe,  America,  Africa,  and  Afia* — 
Both  empires,  at  thefe  periods,  were  in  their 
zenith  ;  and  from  thefe- periods  both  empires 
declinad  in  virtue,  and  diminilhcd  in  extent. 
The  principal  differences  hitherto  have  been, 
that  the  fervility  of  the  Britiih  fenate  Las  ex- 
I  ceeded 
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cceded  that. of  the  Roman;  and  the  diminu-  ^xxtT' 
tion  of  the  Britifh  empire  has  been  more  ra-   ' 
pid« 

We  have  feen  the  end  of"  this  great  man's 
brilliancy  as  a  minifter.  We  are  now  to  view 
him  in  the  charader  of  a  (ingle  member  of 
the  legiflature ;.  dignified  indeed  by  reputa- 
tion, but  accompanied  by  tio  influence,  nor 
followed  by  one  individual  of  that  obfequious 
crowd  of  reprefentatives,  who  had  lately  given 
him  unlimited  confidence  and  .unbounded 
praife.  This  fudden,  but  not  furprifing 
change  of  opinion,  in  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  was  occafioned  Ijy  no  alteration 
in  his  fentiments  or  principles,  no  relaxation 
of  Jus  prontptitude  or  vigour,  no  impeach- 
ment of  his  condud,  his  judgment,  or  his 
virtue;  nor  was  it  to  be  afcribed  to  the  ufual 
verfatility  of  mankind,  particularly  the  na- 
tives  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  ruling  paffion  is 
novelty;  but  it  is  to  be  attributed  entirely, 
and  exclufively,  to  the  influence  of  corruption, 
to  the  avarice  and  vanity  of  fuch  men  as  are 
always  eager  to  pay  homage  to  the  diftributor 
of  rewards,  whoever  he  may  be,  of  whatever  . 
nation,  or  of  whatever  complexion. 

VOL.  I.  B  B  The 
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^xxt^V  "^^^  mariagement  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons is  become  £0  perfectly  mechanical,  that 
it  requires  only  a  fmall  knowledge  of  the 
principle^  of  the  machine,  to  be  able  to  trans- 
fer the  majority  at  almoft  any  time,  from 
the  moft  able  ftatefmanto  the&vourite  of  the 
crown,  or  the  confident  of  the  enemy,  who 
may  have  no  other  recommendation  than  the 
fmiles  of  the  firft,  or  the  money  o^the  laft, 
with  the  fame  facility  that  an  India  bond,  or 
any  other  negotiable  property,  is  transfared 
every  day. 

Thefe  obfervatiofts  may  feem  iliibendYO  die 
inexperienced,  becanfe  they  are  un&voui^le 
to  the  admirers  of  national  glory.  It  is  the 
misfortune  of  Truth  to  be  often' diiagreeable; 
the  andents  very  wifely  painted  her  ni&ed, 
to  fignify  that  thofe  who  were  her  enemies 
were  the  enemies  of  nature;  and  the  digni- 
taries of  the  church  tall  her  the  daoghti^  of 
God.  Notwithftanding  this  confirmed  date 
of  modem  depravity.  Truth  wi^l  continue  to 
have  her  worihippers ;  and  it  may  be  pre* 
fumed  that  they  will,  in  the  prefent  age,  as 
they  have  in  former  ages,  fur vive  the  advo- 
cates of  Corruption  and  Falfehood.  It  is  to 
3  them 
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tlietn  only  that  impartial  Hiftory  can  addrefs  ^xnu^' 
lierfelf — ^from  them  only  fhe  can  expeft  pro- 
teaion.  The  betrayer  of  his  country,  and 
the  deftroyer  of  public  liberty,  whether  fup- 
jiorted  by  a  Commodu8|  or  protected  by  a 
Fanftina,  may  eadeavour,  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  flavifti  ittftruments  of  law,  to  intinudate 
and  to  ftrangle  hef  voice;  butconfcious  that 
fiie  has  Truth  for  her  flbield,  flic  ventures 
tipon  a  taik  that  will  give  a  new  complexion 
to  the  public  events  of  one  of  the  moft  inte- 
refting  periods  in  the  annals  of  Great  Brit^. 

Mr.  P///*8  firil  care  after  his  refignatioh,  was 
I3ie  diminution  of  his  faoufehold»  Amongft 
his  other  retrenchments  were  his  coach^^* 
liorfes,  which  were  fold  by  public  advertife^ 
talent  in  his  own  name.  His  enemies  ftig- 
matized  this  circumftance  with  the  appella^ 
tions  of  parade  and  oftentation ;  his  friends 
denominated  the  whde  meafure  prudence  and 
ceconbmy.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  had  not^ 
lifce  many  of  his  ptedeceflbrSjamafleda  fortunie 
in  his  late  fituation.  He  retired  from  oflSce 
an  indigent  man,  Vrith  little  more  than  hift . 
annuity  for  his  fupport.  From,  all  his  places 
lie  acquired  no  pofleffions.  The  legacy  d£ 
BB  2  te« 
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^  XXI  ^*  *^^  thoufand  pounds  left  him  by  the  Ducheft 
ofM^7r/3^r(>^^i&,  already  lAentioned  in  Chap.V- 
had  amply  fupplied  his  pecuniary  wants, 
releafed  him  from  all  dependence  on  his  fa- 
mily and  friends,  and  while  it  emancipated 
him  from  the  terrors  of  obligation,  it  in- 
fpired  him  with  that  fpirit  of  independence 
which  may  be  faid  to  have  firft  kindled  that 
blaze  which  adorned  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  During  his  flay  in  office  he  had  no  18* 
vees;  he  dedicated  his  whole  time  to  the  du- 
ties of  his  flation. 

His  fucceflbr  was  the  Earl  of  Egremont^ 
who  was  recommended  to  Lord  Bute  by  the 
Earl  of  Bath.  Upon  the  acceffionof  GeorgeWl^ 
Lord  Bath  made  a  tender  of  his  fervices, 
which  although  not  accepted  publicly,  hit 
advice  was  received  privately  by  Lord  Bute. 

But  Lord  Bute^%  principal  advifer,  anii  ma- 
nager of  the  Hpufe  of  Commons,  was  Mn 
Fox.  The  circumftance  which  caufed  the 
firft  advances  to  an  union  between  them^  was 
the  arrival  of  the  two  Princeffes  of  Brunf- 
wicij  already  mentioned  in  Chapters  XIIL 
and  XIX.     That  affair  had  been  .originally 
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fuggefted  by  the  Duchefs  their  mother,  fifter  ^  Jcxi  '** 
to  the  then  King  of  Pruffia,  whom  fhe  had-  ^"7^^ 
iblicited  to  recommend  it  to  George  tlie  Se- 
cond,   when  at  Hanover,  in  the  month  of 

J^ly  1755- 

The  projfcft  had  certainly  the  approbation 
of  Mr.  Pitt  at  that  time,  but  he  warmly  dif-  - 
approved  of  the  rcfolution   to   accomplifh  it 
againfl  the  preffing  intreaties  of  the  Princefs 
of  Wales'^ I  whofecretly  wiflied  for  an  alliance 

with 

*  Lord  MelcomBcy  ih  his  Diary,  mentions  this  affair  in  thefe 
words : 

"  She  ^meaning  the  Princefs  of  Wales'^  told  me  that  the 
King  had  fent  to  invite  the-two  Princeflb  oiBrunfwidt.  They 
came,  hut  their  mother,  the  King  of  Pruffia's  lifter,  who 
was  not  invited,  came  with  them  :  We  talked  of  the  match ;  • . 

furely  he  would  not  marry  her  fbn  without  acquainting  her 
with  it,  fo  much  as  by  letter.  I  faid  certainly  not,  as  he  had 
always  behaved  very  politely  to  her.  It  may  be  fo,  ihe  re* 
plied,  but  how  can  this  be  reconciled ;  In  this  manner,  faid 
I :  Nothing  will  be  fettled  at  Hanover,  bu#when  the  King 
^  comes  back  he  may  fay,  in  converfation,  and  commending 
the  Prince's  figure,  that  he  wifhes  to  fee  him  fettled  before 
be  dies,  and  that  he  has  feen  fuch  and  fuch  Princeifes ;  and 
though  he  would  fettle  nothing  without  her  partidpation, 
yet  he  could  wi(h  to  fee  the  ^rinoe  fettled  before  his  death, 
and  therefore,  if  (he  had  noobjedion,  he  (hould  think  one  of 
tbofe  Princefifes  a  very  fuitable  par^y, 

B  B  3  "She 
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^  xxf.'*  ^^'^  ^'^^  of  her  ovwx  family.    Mr.  FittH  and 

S*^^   Lord  Tcmple^^  oppoiition  to  the  refblution  of 

force^  was  one  principal  caufe  of  the  defign 

bdng  relinquiflxed.     Lord  BuU  fupportedthe 

<*  She  patifed,  tnd  (kid.  No  \  he  was  not  that  fort  of  man; 
Bot  if  he  (hould  fettk  the  match  without  acquainting  her  with 
fty  (he  Aould  let  bim  know  how  ill  ihe  took  it ;  and  if  he  did 
it  in  the  manner  I  mentioned^  (he  Hiould  not  fail  to  teE  him 
Surly  and  plainly  that  it  wat  full  early  •  •  •  •  Shcwaa  deter* 
mined  to  behave  fo  whenever  the  King  fpoke  to  her  about  it. 
•'  She  thoQght  the  match  premature :  The  Prince  ought  to  mis 
with  the  worlds  the  marriage  would  prevent  it;  he  was  ftf 
and  backward  \  the  marriage  would  (hut  him  up  for  evcr» 
'  with  two  or  three  friends  of  hit,  and  as  many  of  hers.  That 
he  was  much  averfe  to  it  himfelf,  and  that  (he  difliked  the  al* 
liance  extremely:  That  the  young  woman  waa-faid  to  be 
handfome,  and  had  all  good  qualities  and  abundance  of  wit« 
ftc«  but  if  (he  took  after  her  mother  (he  would  never  do  here-^ 
TheDukeof.finiff/%Mriindeed»  her  father,  is  a  very  worthy 
man.  Pray  Madam,  (aid  I|  what  is  her  mother,  ai  I  know 
nothing  at  all  abont  hen  Why,  faid  (he,  her  mother  h  the 
moft  intriguing,  meddling,  and  alfo  the  moft  fatirical  £iucaftx< 
cal  perfon  in  the  world,  and  will  always  make  mifchiefwhexe* 
ever  (he  comes*  Soch  a  chara^er  would  not  do  with  Gsorg^i 
It  would  not  only  hurt  him  hi  his  public,  but  make  him  un- 
cafy  in  his  privaft  fituation ;  that  he  was  not  a  wild,  diifipated 
boy*  but  good-natured  and  cheerful,  with  a  ferious  caft  upon 
the  whole  $  that  thofe  about  him  knew  htm  no  more  than  if 
ihey  had  never  fecn  him.  That  he  was  not  quick ;  but  with 
tho(e  he  waa  acquainted,  applicable  and  intelligent.  Hit 
cdocatioa  had  given  her  much  pain;  his  book  learning  (he 
was  no  jodpe  of,  though  (he  fvppofed  it  fmaU  or  ufdeft."— 
fdb.  1784.  /.  354,  &c, 

Prin. 
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Princefs  in  all  points;  and  Mr.  Fox  was  ready  ^  "  xi^" 
to  put  his  negative  on  a//*  continental  alli- 
ances; againft  the  Princefles  oi  Brunfwick ; 
therefore  they  were  perfectly  united.  The 
refignation  of  the  Puke  of  Cumberland^  which 
happened  in  a  little  more  than  a  year  after- 
wards, the  afcendency  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
clofer,  and  other  circumftances,  drew  Mr. 
Fox  every  year  into  a  clofer  connexion  with 
Lord  Bute.  He  doubtleis  faw,  that  his  fu^ 
ture  rife  in  the  ftate  mud  be  obtained  by  his 
intereft  in  the  Prince's  court.  Upon  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  George  III.  we  accordingly  find 
that  Lord  Bute^  who  was  totally  inexpe- 
rienced in  the  wide  field  of  politics,  takes  Mr. 
Foxiar  his  princ^)al  advifer,  not  upon  the 
principles  of  government,  for  upon  them 
they  often  differed ;  but  in  the  gratifications 
of  refentmenty  and  in  the  arrangements  of 
men«  Lord  Bute\  other  chief  advifer  was 
Lord  Batb^  whofe  enmity  was  principally  di- 
r«£bed  againft  the  Duke  of  Newcqfile  and  his 
friends,  as  Mr.  Fox\  was  againft  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  friends.     By  thefe  advifers  Lord  Bute  was. 

*  Some  perfon9  imagined  that  Mr.  Fox  did  not  look  un- 
favourably on  z  fuppofed  attention  to  a  hdj  of  the  noble  family 
to  irtuch  he  was  allied. 

B  B  4  ^  •in- 
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^  XXI  ^*  inftruded  to  break  all  great  connexions,  and 
to  annihilate  all  popular  influence.  The 
court  adopted  thefe  meafures  with  a  view  to 
increafe  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  give  to 
the  King  an  uncontrolled  exercifc  of  his  pre- 
rogative, under  the  diredion  of  his  private  fa- 
vour. 

^iew?fli«'  When  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Legge  was  to 
s^k«r**  be  turned  out>  Mr.  Grenville  expreffed  to  his 
brothers  his  defire  to  fucceed  Mr.  Legge ;  but 
Mr.  Pitt  took  no  notice  of  his  wifhes  ;  upon 
which  a  coolnefs  commenced  between  thenu 
This  difappointment  occafioned  Mr.  Grenville 
to  dired:  his  attention  to  another  intereft.  Mn 
On/low  haying  refigned  the  chair  of  tht  Houfe 
of  Commons,  Mr.  Grenville  folicited  to  fuc- 
ceed to  that  vacancy.  He  was  at  this  time 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  had  been  in  that 
poll  about  feven  years,  and  in  other  places. 
He  waited  upon  the  Duke  of  Nfwcqftle^  who 
being  ftill  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  was  no- 
minally minifter.  The  Duke  alked  him  if  he 
had  mentioned  the  matter  to  Lord  Bute.  Mr. 
Grenville  owned  he  had ;  and  added,  that  he 
had  not  only  the  King's  approbation,  with  his 
Majefty*s  gracious  afTurance  of  the  cabinet, 
•  but 
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but  the  approbation  likewife  of  all  his  own  ^  5x^^" 
family.  The  laft  part  of 'this  alTurance  was  >^^->^--^' 
undoubtedly  a  miftake,  for  the  Duke  of  New^ 
caJlU  was  the  firft  perfon  who  informed  Lord 
Temple  of  Mr.  Grenvilleh  overtures.  Lord 
^Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  were  exceedingly  of-  / 
fended  with  their  brother  for  having  made  an 
application  to  Lord  Bute  without  firft  com- 
municating his  intention  to  either  of  them.-— 
From  this  moment  Mr.  Grenville  feparated 
himfelf  from  all  his  family;  and  there  fub- 
lifted  the  moft  bitter  animofity  between 
them  until  the  month  of  May  1 765.  During 
that  period  Mr.  prenville  attached  himfelf 
firft  to  Lord  Bute  and  afterwards  to  the  Duke 
oi  Bedford. 

On  the  6th  of  November  1761,  the  new 
Parliament  met*.  Mr.  Fo:x  had,  at  this  • 
time,  obtained  the  fituation  he  was  fo  defirous 
of  pofleffing  in  the  late  reign,  viz.  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  No 
man  was  better  qualified  for  this  important 
truft.     He  was  liberal  in  his  promifes,  and 

♦  Mr.  Ptii  was  re^le£ked  for  the  €ity  of  Batli,  upon  the 
'\  ipv£itioii  of  the  corporation.    See  Appendix  N. 

ho- 
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^  xxi '*  boijGujrable  in  ^  performance  of  them.  Wc 
^«^"^^  may  judge  of  h|s  ipeajia  by  the  fadls  refpc^ 
ing  the  civil  lift  only^  Wh«n  Mr.  Piti,  re- 
figned  (Odtob^r  1761),  the  King's  rev^ue 
opt  only  ftood  clear  of  all  incumbrancee^  but 
there  was.  a  balance  in  the  e:?:chequer  due  to 
tfie  crown,  ef  between  one  hundr-ed  and 
thirty  and  one  hundred  and  forty  thoH&nd 
poundd«  When  Lord  But^  a^d  Mr^  Fopc  re* 
figned*,  which  was  in  April  1763,  the  ba- 
lance in  the  exchequer  was  not  only  expended^ 
but  the  outgoings  upon  the  eftabli/hment  oi 
the  civil  Hft  exceeded  the  income^  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  ninety  thoufjtnd  pounds 
per  annum* 

Sf^s'iiift  ^^  ^^  ^^^  of  December  1761,  a  motion 
i«i««-  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  *'  That 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ^ve  di- 
redHons  that  there  be  laid  befcnre  the  Houfe 
copies  of  all  the  Memorials  delivered  by  Count 
Fuentes  to  his  Majefty's  minifters,  relating  to 
^e  demand  of  liberty  to  the  Spaniih  nation 
to  fifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland ;  and 

•  Mn  Fox  did  not  rcfign  the  pay-offlce,  but  only  the  ma- 
■agement  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  Mr.  GrenvXc  fuo 
cA:ded  him  in  the  laft  department. 

alfo 
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aUb  copied  of  aU  Memoriaib  ddivered  by  tike  '  xx,L  ' 
iaid  ambaflador  of  Spain  to  his  Majefty*a  mi-.  ^^^ 
sifters^  relating  to  tKe  deftrudion  and  eiror 
cuation  of  any  eftabliil^ments  made  by  Briuilt 
Aibjedfi  on  the  coafls  of  Honduras,  and  re- 
lating to  the  right  of  cutting  logwood  there ; 
and  abfo  copies  of  all  Memorials  delivered  by 
the  iaid  ambaflador  to  his  IVXajefty's  minifters, 
demanding  reftitution  of  the  prizes  taken  dur- 
ing this  war  on  the  fubjeds  of  Spain ;  together 
with  copies  of  the  anfwers  given  by  the  court 
of  Great 'iBritain  to  the  court  of  Spain  on  the 
three  above  demands.'* 

Mr.   Pitt  fupported  this  njiotiolu      *  He  mt^h* 

*  did  not  wiih,  he  faid,  that  any  part  of  his 
*-  condufkihould  be  covered  or  concealed  froQi 
^  the  public.  On  the  contrary,  he  declared 
^  it  to  be  his  wi(h  and  his  ardent  deiire  to  fee 
^  Jaid  open,  and  revealed  both  the  motives  and 

*  actions  of  every  part  of  hia  adminjiflxation. 

*  He  therefore  prefled  with  zeal  the  laying  be- 

*  fore  the  Hopfe  every,  paper  relative  to  the 
^  fix  years  negotiation  with  Spain,  that  thcf 

*  juftice  andcandour  of  the  crown  of  England 
^  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  chicanery,  info- 
^  Icnce,  and  perfidy  of  Spain  on  the  other, 

♦  might 


S9<  AKECDOTCS  AVO  SPBECRSS 

CHAP.  (  might  be  made  apparent  to  the  whole  Houfc' 
[This  appeal  to  fo  much  written  evidence 
fpoke  the  ftrongeft language  of  confcious  in- 
tegrity.]    *  Much  ftrefs,  he  added,  had  been 

*  laid  without  doors,  on  his  refufing  to  re- 

*  ceive  the  Memorial  offered  by  M.  Bujy^  re- 

*  lative  to  the  concerns  of  Spain.    In  refufmg 

*  that  Memorial,   he  faid,  he  had  followed 

*  the  precedent  of  the  court  of  Spain,  which 
^  had  returned,  as  inadmiiHble,  a  Memorial 

*  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.     He  thought 

*  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  Houfe  to  know 

*  botfi  the  matter  and  the  exprejjion  of  that 
^  Memorial,  as  it  related  to  one  of  the  three 

*  points  in  negotiation/ 

,  But  upon  calling  for  the  queftion,  a  nega- 
tive was  put  upon  the  motion. 

The  debate  being  over,  Mr.  Fox  ftood  up, 
and  faid,  *  That  if  any  particular  pap^r  ne- 

*  ceffary  to  the  vindication  of  certain  perfons, 

*  was  fpecifically  moved  for,   it  would  be 
^-^ven.' 

^  Mr.  Pitt  treated  this  as  a  captious  offer; 

*  lie  faw  through  its  fallacy,  and  refufed  to 

*  accept 
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*  accept  it.     What  he  earneftly  wiflied  for  ^  ^J^ 

*  was  ail  the  papers  relative  to  the  fix  years   ^-TJJ^ 

*  negotiation,  which  having  been  refufed,  he 

*  faid  the  gentleman  who  made  the  offer  very 

*  well  knew  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt  J  could  not  mark 
^  out  J  nor  catl  in  %  Parliamentary  way,  foe  a 

*  JPtctjic  paper ^  with  the  contents  :of  which  he 

*  had  been   intruded  before   by  the .  King, 

*  under  ibefeal  offecrejy^ 

Mr.  Pitt  took  no  farther  part  in  the  debates 
of  this  feffion  until  the  month  of  May  1762, 
when  the  King  fent  a  meifage  td  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  informing  them  of  the  defign 
of  Spain  to  attack  Portugal,  foUcIting  their 
fupport  of  his  Moft  Faithful  Majefty.  On 
the  13th  the  Houfe,  in  a  committee  of  fup- 
ply,  voted  one  million  for  that  fervice. 

*  Mr.  P///,  though  not  in  the  King^s  fer-  Ponapi. 

*  vice,  fupported  the  refolutipn  of  the  com- 

*  mittee  of  fupply.     He  began  with  pointing 

*  out  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war  in 

*  Germany,  and  of  fupporting  the  King  of 

*  Portugal.     He  obferved  that,  in  times  Df 

*  war,  connexions  with  the  continent  liad  al- 
^  ways  been  found  politiQal,  except  in  the 

*  four 
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^  xxi.^'  ^  ^^^^*^  fttthappy  rtS^s  of  fhfe  Stuarts.    "ThctL 
^  fttttiing  aboul  to  iktttiX  ptitfons,  Ite  vo-y 

*  joculariy  fai^  **  ^o^  ^l^o  »*  for  cotiti'>> 
^  nfcfttal  H^JtAireiH  I  &«&  with  you ;  afld  you 
^  \^b  lu'efor  affiftmg  the  SLlng  of  Portugal, 
^  I  am  trkh  you^  an^  you  who  ai«  for  put-- 
^  ing  att  end  to  tile  war,  i  aift  with  yod 
^  alio;  in  fliort,  I  am  the  ohiy  ttan  to  be 
^  found  that  am  with  you  lilk*'  ff^  ^n 
^  enumerated  the  fuccefles  that  attended  the 

*  Britilh  arms  in  alt  parts  of  the  worid^  and 
^  the  iminenfeiid'viantages  gsdned  in  our  trade, 

*  Wlfich,  ht  Isad,  wdvM  niBrfe  than  compen*- 

*  fate  the  gretit  6xp^nce  wt  had  beiefi  at;  and 
^  which,  he  obTetVed,  was  a  cotafidetation 
^  diat  had  been  overlooked  by  thofe  who 

*  were  complaining  of  th*  burdeii  of  the  wan 
^  And  in  regard  to  contrading  iStA  i»ptence% 

*  he  entirely  agreed  with  thofc  who  were  for 
^  it ;  and  urged,  that  whoever  fiibidd  eflfeft 
^  this  falutafy  work,  wbidd  deienre  the  higixefl 
^  encomiums;  but  he  hopied  a  dtftitidion 
'  would  be  made  between  dontraSdngtheex- 

*  pence,  and  contradling  the  operations  rf  the 

*  'war,  and  defired  any  one  prefent  to  flifcw 

*  how  tjie  latter  could  have  been,  or  might 
^  ftiU  be  done,  with  fafety.      He  then  re* 

^  marked. 
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^  mdtk^d,  that  be  did  not  find  any  lefs  fex-  ^^f/* 
^  pence  attended  the  nation  now,  than  when  "^T^J^ 
^  he  unworthily  held  the  feals,  or  that  more 
^  was  done.     And  turning  to  the  Marquis  of 
^  Granby^  he  obferved,  that  he  knew  h»  zeal 
^  for  t9ie  fervice  of  his  country  was  fuch,  that 
^  if  he  had  received  his  orders  he  was  'fure  he     - 
'  WGuld  not  tfcen  he  where  he  wjts.     And  as 

*  to  what  the  noble  Lord  *  had  faid,  no  one 
'  doubted  his  capacity,  if  his  heart  was  but  as 

*  good;  that  as  for  his  own  part  he  could  not 
'  tell  the  reafon  cf  the  continental  expences 
'  being  greater  now  than  in  Queen  Anne^ 
'  ti*tie,  unlctfs  it  was  becatife  provender  anA 

*  every  thing  elfe  in  Germany  was  dearer 

*  now  than  then;  and  wiflied  the  noble  Lord 

*  had  explained  that  part  of  his  fpeech,  for  he 

*  did  Ii6t  properly  know  what  to  mate  of  it ; 

*  it  carricid  a  fomething^  a  fufpicion  he  did 
^  not  underfland!  But  if  he  meant  that  there 

*  had  not  been  fair  play  with  the  money,  he 

*  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  then  ftretching  out 

*  his  hand,  and  moving  his  fingers,  faid  they 

*  'were  clean,  there  was  none  of  it  ftuck  to 

*  them,  and  that  he  would  fecond  any  perfon 

*  •  Lord  George  Sackvil'c,  to  whofc  fpccch  this  was  a  re- 

*  who 
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who  fliould  move  for  an  inquiry  Ihto  the 
money  matters;  he  was  anxious  to  know 
how  it  was  appropriated,  that  the  whole 
truth  might  come  out.     He  obferved,  that 
the  noble  Lotd  had  faid,  he  bled  for  his 
country,  and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it  j  that 
it  was  his  opinion  he  ought  to  throw   his 
body  at  his  Majefty's  feet,  and  there  bleed 
at  every  pore.     He  then  reprefented,  that 
in  confequence  of  pur  withdrawing    our 
troops  from  Germany,    Pprtugal  and   the 
Low  Countries  might  become,  a  prey  to  the 
French  and  Spaniards;  that  in  point  of  po- 
licy we  ought  hot  to  fufFer  it ;  but  that  he 
did   not  mean  to  bear   Portugal   on   our 
fhoulders,  but  only  to  fet  him  on  his  legs, 
and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.    He  a£Ermed, 
that  France  was  almoft  a  ruined  nation,  hav- 
ing expended,  in  the  laft  year,  upwards  of 
eight  millions,  and  had  been  flill  lofing; 
th^t  he  knew  the  .finances  of  France  as  well 
as  any  man  in  England,  and  that  we,  by 
our  fuccefles,  were  repaid  for  our  expence ; 
that  it  was  wrong  and  unjuft  to  reprefent 
Great  Britain  in  fo  deplorable  a  ftate  asun* 
able  to  carry  on  the  war,  for  there  were  al- 
ways ftrangers  in  the  gallery,  who  wrote  to 

*  their 
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their  friends  in  Holland  an  account  of  what  ^  "^^  ^* 
paffed  in  that  place  (a^jd  the  Dutch  for- 
warded it  to  the  French) ;  that  it  was  well 
known  England  never  was  better  able  to 
fupport  a  war  than  at  prefent;  that  the 
money  for  this  year  was  raifed,  and  he 
would  anfwer  for  it,^if  we  wanted  fifteen 
or  twenty  millions  for  next  year,  wd  might 
have  it.  He  therefore  ftrongly  recom- 
mended the  million  as  defired;  that  he 
knew  the  cry  which  had  been  propagated 
for  thefe  three  years,  You  won't  be  able  to 
raife  money  to  continue  the  war  another 
year  J  and  yet  we  all  faw  the  contrary.  He 
affirmed  that  one  campaign  might  have 
finiflied  the  war  (alluding  to  his  own  pro- 
pofal  of  declaring  war  againfl  Spain) ;  and 
in  anfwer  to  the  gentleman*  who  had  faid 
that  the  complaints  of  the  Portuguefe  mer- 
chants had  not  been  attended  to,  he  infifted, 
that,  fo  far  from  it,  he  had  fpent  many  nights 
in  tonfidering  them,  and  referred  that  gen- 
tleman to  what  had  paffed  between  him  and 
the  ambaffador  of  the  court  of  Portugal;  but 
thofe  complaints,  and  the  interefts  of  the 

•  Mr.  Glover» 

VOL.1.  cc  *  mer- 
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^  xx/*  *  merchants,  he  faid,  had  been  abandoned 
ever  fincc  the  period  that  he  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  official  fituation.     He 

*  then  recommended  union  and  harmony  to 

*  the  niiniftry,  and  declared  againft  alterca- 
^'tiop,  which  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the 

*  public  bufinefs;  and  urged  the  neceffity  of 

*  profecuting  the  war  with    vigour,    as  the 

*  only  way  to  obtain  an  honourable,  folid, 

*  and  lading  peace  j    and  proved,  from  the 

*  readinefs   with   which    fupplies  had    been 

*  granted,  there  would  be  little  danger  of  a 

*  Hop  on  that  account,  fo  long^  as  the  money 

*  was  properly  applied,    and  attended  with 
.     *  fuccefs.     He  faid  he  wiftied  to  fave  Porta- 

*  gal,  not  by  an  ill-timed  and  penurious,  bvt 
^  by  a  moil  efficacious  and  adequate  affiflance.* 

*Ifiiawrnt  ^^  ^^  obvious  from  this  fpeech  in  piarticular, 
arypriaci.  ^  ^gj]  ^s  from  thc  uuiform  tenor  of  Mr. 
P/V/'s  parliamentary  conduct,  that  he  was  a 
conftant  advocate  for  all  thofe  public  meafures 
which  had  the  national  honour  and  profperity 
for  their  objedt,  without  regarding  the  man 
or  thc  party  who  brought  them  forward.  If 
this  had  not  been  his  ruling  principle,  it  will 
not  be  fuppofed  thai  he  would  have  fuppo^ed 

that 
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that  very  mipiftry  who  had  fo  lately  turned  ^"xk^* 
him  out,  in  their  firft  eflential  meafurc  con-  ^— r*-* 
cerning  the  war. 

The  feffion  clofed  on  the  fecond  of  June 
1762. 

The  defence  of  Portugal  wjis  undertaken, 
without  making  any  ftipulations  in  behalf  of 
our  merchants,  which  the  opportunity  fo 
amply  afforded,  and  who  had  prefented  fc- 
verally  Memorials  to  the  courts  of  London 
and  Liibon,.  complaining  of  the  injuftice  of 
the  laft.  So  far  from  taking  the  leaft  notice 
of  thefc  complaints,  Lord  Tyrawky  was  fent  Lord  ry- 
to  Lilbon,  in  the  character  of  ambaffador.—  ^  ^^^'^ 
He  was,  perhaps,  the  only  gentleman  in  the 
Britifli  dominions  to  whom  that  court,  at 
another  time,  would  have  made  an  exception. 
At  this  moment  the  court  of  Lifbon  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  being  filent.  Upon  a 
former  ^ccafion  Lord  Tyrawley  had  rendered 
himfelf  particularly  ofFenfive  at  Lilbon;  and 
he  feems  to  have  been  felected  on  this  occa- 
lion,  certainly  not  from  motives  of  ftiendlhip 
to  that  court,  althCugh  it  was  the  moft  fa- 
vourable period  for  eftablilhing  every  necef: 
c  c  2  fary 
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^^xi^'  fary  commercial  ftipulation  withclearaefs  and 
precifiom  But  it  w^s  the  fyftem  of  the  new 
miniftry  to  humble  and  weaken  the  commer* 
Jt»i<mrjoi  cial  energy  of  the  nation;  from  a  jealoufy 
iinemai  in-  jhat  fuch  cncrgy  might  rival  or  become  dan-» 
gerous  to  the  ariftocracy,  and  in  time  become 
a  check  to  the  inci'eafing  influence  and  power 
of  the  crown.  It  is  the  pervading  principle  of 
moftof  the  German  governments^  the  more 
enflayed  are  the  people,  the  more  powerful  it 
the  Prince* 
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liESOLUTlON  OF  THE  BRITISH  CABINET  TO  MAKEPEACE. 
—SUBSIDY  TO  PRUSSIA  REFUSED.— NEGOTIATION  WITH 
THE  COUBLT  OF  PETERSBURCH,  AND  WITH  THE  COURT 
OP  VIENNA.— BOTH  MADE  ILNOWN  TO  THE  KING  O^ 
PRUSSIA^NEGOTIATIONWITH  THE  COURT  OF  TURIN. 
—ANECDOTE  OF  THE  PEACE  OF  AIX  LA  CHAPELLE^ 
PENSION  GRANTED  TO  THE  SARDINIAN  MINISTER.-^ 
PRIVY  PURSE  AND  SECRET  SERVICE.— ALTERATIONS 
IN  THE  BRITISH  MINI6TRY.^LORD  BUTE  MINISTER.— 
HIS  BROTH^jR  AT  COURT— INTERESTING  PARTICU- 
LARS  OF  THE  NEGOTIATION  BETWEEN  GREAT  BRITAIN 
AND  PR  ANOB— LORD  BUTE'S  WEALTH^EXAMINATION 
OF  DR.  MUSGR AVE— UNION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD 
AND  MR  GRENVILLE— DISMISSION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF 
DEVONSHIRE.— ANECDOTE  OF  THE  J>Va  0F.NEWCA9- 
TLE  AND  LORD  GRANVILLE. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  Britiih  arms  g  h  a  p. 
XXII. 
continued  fuccefsful  in  every  quarter  of  ii.«>^««.j 

the  world,  yet  it  was  the  firm  and  unalterable  R^foi^tion 

refolutioa  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,   to  make  ^ft^^l^;;^ 

peace  with  the  utmoft  expedition.     By  the  ***  "*^ 

«xtraoxdinary  ufe  which  miniflers  had  made 

of  the  prefs,  already  mentioned  in  Chap.  XIX. 

the  people  of  England  became  divided  in 

opinion  on  the  fiibjed  of  continuing  the  war. 

The  Scottifh  nation  were  nearly  unanimow 

in  fupport  of  Lord  Bute.     The  Britiih  cabins 

c  c  3  were 
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^xxn^'  ^^^^  influenced  by  the  fame  principles^  and 
'  probably  by  the  fame  means,  which  governed 
the  Tory  cabinet  of  Queen    jiufte^   at  the 
time  of  making  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

The  firft  confideration  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  now  guided  the  King's  counfels^  Was  to 
reduce  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the  neceffity  of 
concurring  in  his  pacific  fyftem.      For  this 
purpofe    the  fubfidy  which,    according    to 
treaty,  had  been  annually  paid  to  Pruflia,  was 
this  year  refufed,  contrary  to  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  engagements,  and  in  dired  breach  of 
the  national  faith;  not  indeed  by  an  open 
and  manly  negative  in  the  firft  tnftance,  but 
after  an  infinite  number  of  promifes  of  the 
money,  and  evafive  anfwers  to  the  Pruffian 
refident  in  London,  from  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary to  tfare.  month  of  May  17S2.      The 
cruelty  of  this  fport  in  the  Britifh  minifter 
was  embittered  by  the  perilous  fituationof  the 
King,  furrounded  by  hofts  of  enemies,  and 
difappointed  of  the  only  afliftance  he  had  a 
right  to  eftimate  in  his  preparations  for  the 
campaign.     However,  his  good  fortune  did 
not  abandon  him ;  for  in  the  fame  moment 
that  Great  Britain  became  his  enemy,  Ruffia 

be* 
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became  his  friend.     The  Emprefs  Elizabeth  ^"xn.^* 
died,    and  the  Emperor,  Peter  III.    imme*   ^"TTT^ 
diately  withdrew   from  the  alliance  againft 
him;  fo  that  the  defign  of  the  Britiih  cabinet, 
in  the  reftifal  of  the  fubfidy,  was  not  accom- 
plifhed.     But  though  not   accomplifhed,   it 
was  not  abandoned:  As  foon  as  it  was  known 
in  London  that  the  Emperor,  Peter  III.  was 
preparing  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  alli- 
ance againft  the  King  of  Prufiia,  the  Britifh 
cabinet    immediately   c^ned  a   negotiation  ^f,^®*/^**^" 
with  the  court  of  Pcteriburgh,  to  prevent,  if  J^"^'^)*!*'** 
poilible,  a  feparate  peace  being  made  between 
the  new  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruffia. — 
In  this  negotiation  it  was  infmuated  to  the 
court  of  Peteriburgh,  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
that  the    Britifh   court  would   behold   with 
great   concern   his   Imperial  'Majefty  with^ 
drawing  from  his  alliance  with  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  and  recalling  his  armies  from  their 
co-operation  with  the  troops  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria;  that  it  was  not  the  wifti  of  the  Bri- 
tifh court  to  fee  the  Houf(^  of  Brandenburgh   . 
aggrandized  at  the  expence  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auffaia. 
• 

CCA  And 
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^XKU.^'       And  from  an  apprehendon  that  this  ncgo- 
^~^l^^  tiation  might  not  be  fufficient  to  anfwcr  the 
•««*  «iih     purpofe,  the  plan  of  another  negotiation  was 
vienai-       fortned  ;  and  the  execution  attempted  by  the 
moft  humiliating  introdu(flion.  This  was  with 
the  court  of  Vienna.    To  that  haughty  court 
offers  in  the  utmoft  degree  degrading  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  were  made.     A  renewal 
t)f  the  connexion  between  that  court   and 
Great  Britain  was  folicited  in  terms  of  fup- 
plication.     The  moft  earneft  affurances  were 
made,  that  the  Britifh  cabinet  never  defired 
to  fee  the  power  of  Pruffia  incfeafed  by  a  di- 
minution of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  that  on 
the  contrary  the  Britifti  cabinet  would  rather 
fee  the  power  of  Pruffia  revert  to  its  primi- 
tive elefboAl  ftatc.     And  to  prevent  any  fuf- 
picion  of  diffimulation,  this  propofed  alliance 
between  Great  Britain  and  Auftria  was  fur- 
ther offered  to  be  purchafed,  by  fome  conctf- 
fions  to  be  made  in  Italy,  or  elftwherc.    The 
Britifh  coult,  at  this  time,  had  no  authority 
to  ftipulate  for  any  conceffions  to  be  made  in 
Italy,  in  behalf  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria;  con- 
fequently  the  word  elfewbere^  a  word  of  un- 
imited  latitude,  muft  haye  been  meant  to  in- 
clude 
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elude  any  country  or  territory  to  whicli  the  ^Jxb.^* 
Britifh  influence  either  did,  or  could  extend  -  ^ 
And  if  we  reflect  but  an  inftant  on  the  difpo>- 
lition  of  the  Britifii  cabinet  at  this  time  Go- 
wards  the  King  of  Pruflia,  th^re  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  word  was  intended  to  Apply 
to  fome  part  of  the  dominions  of  that  Priiice. 

Thefe  afts  of  proffered  treachery  were 
treated  with  contempt.  The  court  of  Vienna 
communicated  them  to  the  court  of  Peteri^ 
burgh;  and  by  the  laft  court,  all  the  docu-' Bothmtde 
ments  of  botli  negotiations  were  communi-  the  King  of 
cated  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  which  explains 
the  caufe  of  that  coolnefs  which  fubfifted  be;- 
tween  that  Monarch  and  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  until  within  a  (hort  time  of  his 
ieath. 

A  third  negotiation,  which  was  opened  Kegotiatioi 
with  the  court  of  Turin,  was  more  fuccefsful:  «»»«  «^ 

'    Tuna. 

foliciting  the  intereft  of  that  court  with  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  repofe  the  moft  firm 
conSdence  in  the  pacific  difpofition  of  theBri- 
tilh  cabinet ;  at  the  fame  time  imploring  his 
Sardinian  Majefty  to  become  the  mediator 
and  umpire  in  all  points  of  difpute.     This 

was 
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^xxtij*  ^^  *^^  feeond  ^imt  that  the  Houfe  of  Sivdy 
^  had  been  authorifed  to  difpofe  of  the  inte^ 
reils  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour*^ 
bon*  The  firft  time  was  at  the  peace  of  Aix 
la  Ghapelle,  which  not  being  mentioned  hj 
the  writers  of  the  time,  the  reader  will  find  it 
ftated  in  the  note  ^«  *  And  of  thepxefent  negotia^ 

^  tion, 

•  At  toe  battle  of  Laffelt»  Loi^  Ligmer  being  made  pn« 
foner,  was  introduced  to  the  French  King  as  foon  as  the 
aflion  was  over.     The  King  bid  to  hvai\  Hilun^  Mm^iaar  Ji 
^  Ligonier,  quand  efiu  quik  Rtty  voire  makre  nous  donaera  la 
faix  ?  and  at  the  fame  time  commanded  MaHhal  Saxe  and 
the  Duke  de  Noailks  to  confer  with  him  nekt  day  u|Ksn  the 
fubjed,  which  they  did»  and  afiured  him  that  his  Majefty's 
orders  were,  that  he  (hould  be  fent  back  to  the  Duke  of  Cum* 
Itrlandy  upon  his  parole,  with  the  following  propofal  of  peace: 
That  the  King  was  ready  to  make  peace  upon  thcfe  terms : 
That  France  would  acknowledge  the  Emperor,  and  reftore 
an  Flanders',  except  Fumes,  in  cafe  England  infifted  on  the 
demolition  of  Dunkirk  \  but  if  England  permitted  Dunkirk 
to  continue  in  its  prefent  date,  France  would  reftore  Fumes 
alfo :  That  Engknd  (hould  reftore  the  fort  and  ifland  of  Louif« 
bourg ;  and  the  EmpreCi  Queen  and  K*ng  oi  Sardinia  iliould 
make  an  eftablifliment  for  Don  PURpf  which  his  Majcfty  did 
not  require  to  be  very  fplendid.     The  propofal  was  debatec 
in  the  Britifh  cabinet  feveral  times,  and  the  cabinet  divided 
upon  it.  Dr.  Maty  gives  fomc  hints  of  this  matter  in  fefUon  V. 
of  his  Memoirs  of  Lord  ChefterfieUf  but  he  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  fully  informed.   At  length  the  Sardinian  minifter  in 
London  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  o{  Nevjcaftle  and  Mr.  PrA 
bam  to  reject  the  propofal,  under  a  pretence  that  it  was  in-  , 

com* 
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tion,  Lord  Chatham  faid,'  in  the  Houfe  of  ^  ^^■^^ 
Lords,  ^on  the  fecond  of  March  1770,  "  That 
the  court  of  T\xrinfold  this  country  to  France 
in  the  laid  peace.'*  If  we  admit  this  aflertiion 
to  have  been  well-founded,  and  there  is  no 
reafon  to  doubt  it,  the  court  of  Turin  received 

compat3>le  with  the  treaty  of  Wonns.  Whoever  witt  he  at 
the  trouble  of  comparing  thefe  terms  with  the  treaty  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  will  inftantly  perceive  that  they  were  infinitely 
more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  than  the  articles  of  that 
treaty.  ,       •" 

Bat  there  was  another  circumflancei  which  marked  this  in* 
fluence  of  the  court  of  Turin  more  ftrongly:  This  was  the 
negotiation  for  peace  that  was  attempted  to  be  opened  on  the 
part  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  byM.  IVaU^  who  came  through 
the  Pays  Bdu  to  London,  with  Marfhal  Saxe^B  pafTport  for 
that  purpofe.  He  had  Several,  conferences  with  the  Britifh 
xniniftry  on  the  fubjedt ;  but  when  he  began  to  enter  upon 
thstt  part  which  related  to. an  eflablifhment  for  Don  PAilip,  he 
was  told  that  it  was  expedied  that  Spain  ihould  confent  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia's  keeping  Final,  Vigevanafco,  part  of  Pavia 
and  Anghiera,  with  the  free  navigation  of  the  Thedn.  To 
this  propofal  M.  H^all  refufed  to  give  his  promife ;  upon 
which  the  negotiation  broke  off,  and  M.  JVall  returned  to 
Madrid.  And  though  thefe  very  terms  were  obtained  for  the 
King  of  Sardinia  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  y^t  as  the 
conditions  of  that  treaty  were  not  fo  favourable  to  Great  Bri- 
tain as  the  terms  which  had  been  offered  to  Lord  Ligonhr, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  Brtti/h  interelts  having  been 
facrificed,  to  fecure  thefe  points  for  his  Sardinian  Majcfty, 
who  had  moreover  a  fubfidy  From  England  of  200,gocL  fer 
«Mfr«^by  the  treaty  of  Worms. 

fa- 
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^xxn.'*  favo^«  fr^"^  ^'^  ^*de8.     The  Briti(h  court 


»7^ 


were  very  liberal  in  the  rewards  they  gave  j 
amongft  others,  the  Sardinian  ambaflador,  in 
particular,  was  gratified  with  a  penfion  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  upon  Ireland  for 
thirty-one  years,  commencing  the  25th  of 
March  1763,  in  the  name  of  George  Charles 
Efq.* 

The 

*  This  fea  was  firft  mentioned  in  the  Houfc  oFCommont 
of  Ireland,  by  Mr.  Edmund  Sexton  Pery^  now  LordP«rf,  on 
the  24th  oFNovemhcr  1763,  in  thcfc  words: 

'*  I  fhall  communicate  a  fad  to  this  Houfc,  from  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  grant  of  penfions  to  aliens  is  fappofed  to 
be  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  even  by  the  adTifers 
of  fuch  grant,  and  therefore  not  avowed,  though  made.  There 
is  a  penfion.  Sir,  granted  nominally  to  one  George  Cbarlet^ 
but  really  to  Count  Virit  the  Sardinian  minifter,  for  nego- 
tiating the  peace  that  has  juft  been  concluded  with  the  mi- 
nifter of  France.  I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  that  in  my  opinion 
this  fervice  deferred  no  fuch  recompenfe,  at  leaft  on  oar  part, 
fo  that  in  this  cafe  our  money  is  not  only  granted  to  an  alien, 
but  to  an  alien  who  has  no  merit  to  plead.  If  it  is  thought 
a  defenfible  meafure,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  why  it  was  not 
avowed,  and  why,  if  it  is  proper  we  (hould  pay  a  thouiand 
pounds  a  year  to  Count  Viri^  we  (hould  be  made  to  believe 
that  we  pay  it  to  George  Charles  ?*' 

The  reader  will  draw  his  own  concluiion  from  the  foQow- 
ing  account  of  monies  iflued  for  the  King's  privy  purfc 
and  fecret  fervicc»  during  the  two  Vift  years  of  the  reign  of 
Ccor^e  11.  and  the  three  firft  yezn  of  George  III.;  taken  from 

the 
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The  reduced  condition  of  ^tzncc  required  ^|^n^* 
no  entreaty  on  the  part  of  Turin,  to  induce   ^^^v^^ 
her  to  accept  the  pacific  affurances  of  the  new 
Britiih  minifter.     But  before  this  negotiation 
\^as  publicly  opened,  I«ord  Bute  had  avowedly  torJiM 
affumed  the  character  of  prime  miniilen    He 
had  difmifTed  the  Duke  of  Ncwcqfik^  and  aU 

the  32d  ToL  of  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  page 
5x4,  &c. 

GEORGE  IL 
Fitim  Odober  175810        To  Edward  FmclYSx^  for  his 

Majefty's  privy  purie  36yOooL 
For  fecret  fervice  during  the 

fame  period  67fOOoL 
To  Edward  Fmcb  £fi|;  for  his 
Majefty 's  privy  purfe36|OC>oL 
For  fecret  fervice  during  the- 
fjEune  period  66}OOoL 

GEORGE  III. 
From  Oaober  1760  to       To  J9bn  Earl  of  Bui$  for  his 
Odober  \  itu  Majefty's privy  purfe  4o»oooL 

For  fecret  fervice  during  the 
fiune  period  66}00oL 
[Here  Mr.  VktU  ddmmfiraiitm  eiuU.1 
From  OAober  1761  to        To  John  Earl  of  Bute  for  his 

Majefty's privy  purfe  489000L 
For  fecret  fenrice  during  the 

fame,  period  pj/xmL 
To  John  Eari  of  Bute  for  his 
Majcfty's  privy  purfe  48»oooL 
For  fecret  fervice  during  the 
jame  period  js^oooL 

his 


OAober  1759. 


From  OAober  1759^0 
OAober  1760* 


OAober  1762. 


From  OAober  1762  to 
OAober  1763. 
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5  "xnT"  ^^^  friends,  and  had  cftablifhed  his  omnipo- 
^•p^    tence  through  ever/ department  of  the-ftate. 
He  took  the  treafury  himfelf,  and  appointed 
Mr.  Grenvzlle  his  fucceflbr  in  the  fecretary  of 
ftate's  office.     Lord  uin/on  dying  at  this  time, 
he  offered  the  admiralty  to  Lord  Halifax^  who 
at  firft  refufed  it,  becaufe  he  wanted  to  be  fe* 
cretary  of  ftate ;  upoA  which  Lord  Bute  told 
him  he  did  not  know  what  he  refufed;  that 
in  patronage  it  was  next  to  the  treafury.  Lord 
Halifax  then  took  it.      He   had  recalled  his 
brother  from  Turin,  and  had  appointed  Lord 
Rivers  to  that  ftation.     When  his  brother  ap- 
peared at  the  levee,  his  Majefty  honoured 
His  brother  him  with  this  coinpliment,  ^^  I  have  now  a 
kcond  Friend  bere^ 

From  the  moment  that  Lord  Bute  became 
minifler,  it  was  the  public  language  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  he  mtifi  make  peace 
if  he  wiflied  to  preferve  his  power ;  and  there- 
fore the  afllirances  of  his  pacific  difpofition, 
and  the  offers  to  commence  a  negotiation, 
that  court  was  prepared  to  expedl. 

The  correfpondence  of  this  negotiation  not 
having  been  laid  before  Parliament,  it  may 

not 
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not  be  improper,  in  this  place^  to  Hate  a  few  ^^xu  ^* 
particulars  of  the  negotiation,  with  ibme  ex-   *--^^■^ 
traordinary  circumftances  relative  to  it,  which, 
although  they  are  known  to  feveral  perfons, 
who  have  been  in  certain  (ituations,  yet  they 
are  not  known  to  the  public  iii>general. 


The  Duke  of  Bedford  fet'  out  for  Paris  on  rnttrtfliiif 

*'  .pa.  ticuJait 

the  fifth  of  September  1762,  with  full  powers  «»i>«n«- 
to  treat;  and  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month  ^.^'JlJ^^g^ 


the  Due  de  Nivernois  arrived  in  England.  A 
few  hours  after  the  Duke  of  Bedford  arrived 
at  Calais,  he  received  difpatches  from  Lon- 
don, by  a  meflenger  who  wa?  fent  after  him, 
containing  fome  limitations  in  his  full  powers* 
He  immediately  fent  the  meflenger  back  with 
a  letter,  infifting  upon  his  former  inftrudions 
being  reftored,  andjncafeof  a  refufal,  de- 
claring his  refolution  to  return  to  England. 
The  cabinet  acceded  to  his  Grace's  demand. 
But  the  moft  eflential  articles  of  the  treaty 
were  agreed  upon  between  M.  de  Choifeul 
and  the  Sardinian  minifter  at  Paris,  and  Lord 
Bute  and  the  Sardinian  minifter  at  London, 
without  any  other  trouble  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  than  giving  his  formal  aflent.  Th« 
manoeuvre'  in  making  the  King  of  Sardinia 

umpire^ 
\ 


ttin  and 
Fnocc 
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^wcn/*  umpire^  gave  to  his  ambafladors  the  power  of 
decifion  ;  confequently  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
bad  very  little  room  for  the  exercife  of  his 
powers,  untU  a  circumftance  happened  which 
occafioned  a  divifion  in  the  Britifh  cabinet. — 
This  was  the  capture  of  the  Havannah.  The 
news  of  this  event  arrived  in  England  on  the 
39th  of  September.  The  negotiation  was 
nearly  concluded.  In  a  few  days  the  preli- 
minaries would  have  been  figned. 

Lord  Bute  exprefle^  his  fears  that  this  ac- 
quifition  would  embarrafs  and  poftpone  the 
accompliihment  of  peace,  if  the  negotiation, 
which  was  on  the  point  of  being  finiihed, 
fhould  on  that  accpunt  be  opened  agsun ;  and 
therefore  he  declared  his  wifh  to  be,  to  con- 
clude the  peace  in  the  fame  manner,  and  on 
the  fame  terms,  which  had  been  agreed  upon 
before  the  news  of  this  event  arrived,  with- 
out any  other  mention  of  it  than  the  name  of 
it  among  the  places  to  be  reftored. 

Mr.  Grenville  oppofed  this  idea.     He  de- 
clared his  opinion  to  be,  that,  if  the  Havan- 
nah was  reftored,  there  ought  to  be  an  equi- 
valent given  for  it.      And  in  their  delibera- 
3  tions 
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tiotis  upon  this  fubjcdl,  it  is  certain  that  he  in-^  ^^n  ^* 
lifted  upon  this  alternative-— either  the  entire    ^'T^^ 
property  of  Jucatan    and    Florida,    or  the 
iflands  of  St.  Lucia  and  Porto  Rico, 

Lord  Bute  adhered  to  hisfirft  opinion ;  upon 
which  Mr.  Grenville  refigned  his  place  of  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  on  the  1 2th  day  of  0<aober. 
Lord  Halifax  immediately  fucceeded  to  his 
oflSce,  and  Mr.  Grenville  went  to  the  admi-. 
ralty,  by  which  he  was  removed  from  the  ca- 
binet* 

Lord  Egremont^  however,  reprefented  to 
Lord  Biite^  in  very  Arong  terms,  the  neceflity 
of  an  equivalent  for  the  Havannah.  Either 
his  Lordlhip's  arguments  or  Lord  Btite\  fears 
lb  far  prevailed  as  to  occafion  an  inftruftion 
to  be  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  afk  for 
Florida^  The  Duke  had  been  informed  of 
the  whole  difpute  in  the  Britifh  cabinet  by 
Mr.  Grenville^  and  being  entirely  of  Mr. 
Grenville^  opinion,  he  added  Porto  Rico  to 
his  demand.  But  Lord  Bute  and  the  Sardi- 
nian minifter  in  London  fettled  it  for  Florida 
only.  At  Paris  fome  difficulties  arofe. — 
The  ceifion   of  Florida  was   made  without 

VOL.  I.  Vi  \^  the 


4lt  AKECDOTES  AND  SPEECRK 

^xxn.^'  the  leaft  hefitation ;  the  French  minifter  iri-^ 
•^^^    ftantly  agreed  to  it ;  which  fhews  the  fuperiof 
influence  of  the  French  cabinet  in  this  negoti- 
ation.    But  with  refptdt  to  Porto  Rico,  the 
French  minifter  reforted  to  chicane  and  delay. 
It  was  at  length  agreed  to  fend  a  meflenger 
to  Madrid,  with  this  demahd.    Fourteen  days 
were  allowed  for  the  meflenger  to  go  and  re- 
turn.   During  this  period  the  Duke  of  Bed* 
ford  received  pofitive  orders  to  fign  the  pre* 
liminaries.     Two  days  after  the  preliminaries 
were  figned,  the  meflenger  returned ;  and  // 
was /aid  that  Spain  purchafed  the  retention 
of  the  ifland.      Whether  the  Sardinian  mini- 
fter at  London  or  at  Paris,  or  both,  were  en- 
trufted  on  this  occafion,  or  whether  any  other 
perfons  were  admitted  to  the  fame  confidence^ 
are  queftionsfor  the  inveftigationof  pofterity. 
Difcoveries  of  this  kind  are  feldom  made  either 
at  or  near  the  time  of  the  tranfaftion.     The 
offers  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  were  not  known  until  the  pub- 
lication of  De  Torcys  Memoirs  *•     Whatever 

were 

•  "  I  am  willing  you  (hould  offer  the  Duke  oi  Marthonmgh 
four  mllionff  (hould  he  enable  me  to  keep  Naples  and  Sidly 
for  my  grandfoui^nd  to  preferve  Dunkirk^  with  its  fortifica* 

tiona 
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«re!re  the  confidential  meafures,  it  is  certain   ^xxu.^* 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  was  not  cntrufted  with 

them. 

t!ons  and  harbour^  and  Sti'^fburg  and  Landau,  in  the  manner 
above  explained,  or  even  the  fame  fum  were  Sicily  to  be  ex* 
empted  6ut  of  this  laft  article.'*      Mm.  de  Torcy^  t.  ii*  p» 

237- 
"  It  is  not  ncceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  foreign  examples. 

We  have  a  Sejanus  of  our  own.  Have  we  not  feen  him  for  a 
tiihe  difplaying  his  exorbitant  treafures,  in  every  kind  of 
princely  profufion  ?  Has  he  not  purchafed  eftatesy  built  and 
adorned  villas,  ereAed  palaces,  and  fumifhed  them  with 
fumptuous  magnificence  ?  I  am  fure  I  fpeak  within  compafs, 
when  I  affert  that  within  thcfe  laft  three  yem*  [,thls  nuat 
txjritttn  in  the  autumn  176539  ^^  has  expended  between /'u;o 
Und  three  hundred  thoufand pounJs  :  An  enormous  fuiti,  equal 
almoft  to  the  whole  revenues  of  the  kingdom  from  which  he 
draws  his  original !  I  could  wifh  to  be  informed  by  fome  of 
tliofe  who  are  in  the  fccret,  how'  he  has  acquired  fuch  prodi- 
gious wealth.  I  will  not  fuppofe  he  emhe%%led  the  puhlk  money ^ 
when  he  ofEcioufly  thruft  himfelf  into  office,  becaufe  there 
were  fo  many  checks  upon  him  in  that  dtpartment,  that  he 
could  not  eadly  have  done  it  without  afTociates,  or  poflelTing 
more  courage  or  cunning  than  I  take  him  to  be  mafter  of.— 
liuthow  then  has  he  acquired  fuch  amazing  riches?  Tell  me, 
ye  Batterers  of  his,  was  it  hyjiate  johhing^  or  ftock  jobbing, 
that  he  is  become,  from  a  needy  northern  Thane,  a  potent 
Britilh  noble  ?  What  finlfter  method  has  he  taken  to  plunder 
the  nation,  ^nd  efcape  the  iron  hand  of  juftice  ?  I  am  aware 
of  the  anfwer,  that  he  has  been  able  to  make  a  purchafe  to 
the  amount  of  ninety-feven  thoufand  pounds,  to  lay  out  a  large 
park,  and  adorn  and  build  two  magnificent  houfcs,  out  of  the 
cilatc  which  was  left  him  by  a  relation  three  years  ago.  But 
fpch  a  reply  is  fo  falfe  and  foolifh,  that  it  fcarce  deferves  a 
J>D  2  mo- 
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^jScnT'  t^cm*  However,  as  hi«  Grace  kept  a  diary 
of  all  public  tranfadions  in  which  he  had  any 
fhare,  and  as  Mr.  Grenvtllt  kept  copies  of  all 
his  fetters  on  public  bufinefs,  if  ever  thefe  are 
laid  before  the  public,  and  it  is  hoped  they 
will,  many  fufpicions,  which  can  now  only 
be  hinted,  will  be  confirmed  or  obviated. 

The  examination  of  Dr.  Mufgrave  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  although  it 
was  voted  frivolous^  perhaps  will  not  appear 

xnomcnt'f  confideration ;  for  I  wiO  venture  to  maintan  that 
the  whole  fum  of  his  vlfihU  income,  fofthe  laft  ten  years^  pot 
together^  will  not  afnount  to  above  50>oool.  As  to  the  eftatc, 
it  i%  not  hl|;  he  is  entitled  only  to  part  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce,  for  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year  were  left  to  his  injarcd 
brother,  on  whom  he  affcQiontUdy  turned  hu  back  as  foon  as  he 
had  poiTefTed  himfelf  of  his  natural  inheritance.  When  thi» 
2000I.  per  annum  is  dedu£led»  there  will  not  remain  dear  t9 
tie  Favourite  above  5000L  a  year :  And  whether  thb  is  fuffi* 
cient  to  account  for  all  thofe  imraeofe  foms  whkh,  to  our 
amazement  and  indignatioa,  he  has  lately  expended,  I  leave 
every  impartial  perfon  to  judge.''  .   jfnii  S^atuu^ 

It  isi  no  doubt,  yet  in  the  public  recoHe^on,  that  a  ferica 
of  political  effays,  diflinguiihed  by. the  fignaturc  of  Anii  Se- 
janusf  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1765.  They  were  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Mr.  ScoU  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  under  the  patronage  of  Lord 
Sandwlck  The  above  cxtrad  is  made  from  the  paper  of  the 
3d  of  Auguft. 
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fo  in  the  eye  of  impartial  pofterity.      As  this  ^  ^xiif* 
examination  is  not  in  every  body's  hands,  the  ^^r;^^ 
reader  wiH  find  an  extras  from  it  in  the 
note*. 

The 

*  Dr.  Mufyra^e  read  the  CoUowing  paper  at  the  bar»  being 
the  information  he  laid  before  Lord  HaUfax,  for  the  puipofe 
of  inflituting  au  inquiry : 

Narrative  bJ  InteUigence  received  ai  Parism 

I.  The  firft  hint  I  had  of  the  miniftry  having  been  bribed 
to  make  the  peace,  was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 7639 
from  Monfieur  •  •  •  •  in  a  private  converfation  I  had 
with  that  gentleman.  The  peace  happening  to  be  talked 
off  he  made  ufe  of  this  expreifion.  On  croit  a  Paris ^  que  milord 
Bute  a  eu  de  P argent  pour  cela.  Though  the  words  on  croit 
were  pretty  ftrong,  and  though  Monfieur  .  •  •  .'s  connediont 
gave  great  weight  to  them,  I  confidered  the  thing  as  an  Idle 
rumour,  and  neither  pulhed  the  converfation  further  at;  that 
time,  nor  made  any  inquiry  about  it  afterwards. 

2.  It  was  not  tin  the  latter  end  of  November  1764,  that  I 
began  to  think  the  dory  more  worthy  attention.  Being  at 
that  time  in  company  with  three  gentlemen,  an  Irifhman,  a 
Scotchman,  and  a  Frenchman,  a  difpute  arofe  about  the  peace: 
The  Iri(hman  and  myfelf  condemning  it,  the  Frenchman  re- 
maining filent,  the  Scotchman  alone  approving  it.  The  difpute 
•did  not  laft  long  befone  the  Irifhman  and  the  Scotchman  had 
occafion  to  go  away,  lb  that  there  remained  only  the  French- 
man and  myfelf  together*  Our  converfation  falling  upon  the 
fame  topic,  he  told  me  that  he  remembered  to  have  heatd,  a 
little  before  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  negotiation,  that  a  fum 
of  money,  amounting  to  about  eight  millions  of  livres,  had 
been  fcnt  into  England  to  buy  a  peace ;  that  the  remittance 
OD  3  had 
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^xxu.^'  The  coincidence  of  opinion  which  arofc 
*-^^p^  between  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Gren^ 
unioa  of     viUt  durfng  the  preceding  negotiation,  laid 

Bcdfoid  and  thc 

Mr.   Gten* 

▼iUf. 

had  been  made  by  Monfieur  de  la  Borde,  and  another  banker 

whofe  name  he  did  not  know ;  and  that  the  way  this  <^ame  to 

be  known»  was  by  the  clerks  talking  of  it  among  themfdves 

after  dinner.     He  added,  that  being  himfelf  in  company  with 

feveral  gentlemen  who  were  giving  their  conjedures  whether 

peace  would  hold  or  no^  one  of  the  company  decided  the  quef« 

tion,  by   faying,    Noui  auront  la  paix  certalnement^  car  wmt 

tavont  acbetj»    This  was  all  I  heard  the  firft  interview. 

3.  I  communicated  this  account  the  next  morning  to  a  Mr. 
Stuart,  my  patient,  who  lived  in  thc  Rue  de  TEchellc,  with 
a  Mr.  Maclean.  Mr.  Maclean  was  then  gone  out,  but  upoa 
bis  coming  in  I  rq)eated  it  to  him.  It  occurred  to  me,  dur- 
'  ing  my  convcrfation  with  Mr.  Stuart,  as  it  did  afterwards  to 
Mr.  Maclean,  that  the  faft  of  money  being  fent  over  might  be 
true,  but  that  the  deftination  of  it  might  be  a  nndake  ;  that 
in  fliort  it'migh  the  intended  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  buy 
up  £ngli{b  flocks,  for  the  fake  of  felling  them  foon  after  at  an 
advanced  price.  This  account  appeared  fo  natural,  that  I 
went  home  in  (almofl)  a  full  perfuafion  of  its  being  really  the 
cafe. 

4.  The  fame  day,  or  the  day  after,  I  faw  the  fame  French- 
man, my  informant,  again.  I  put  this  obje<Slion  to  him.  He 
anfwered  readily.  No,  that  was  not  the  cafe.  He  knew  very 
well,  continued  he,  that  Monf.  de  la  Borde  fent  over  a  very 
)arge  order  for  flocks,  by  the  Sardinian  ambaflador*s  courier ; 
but  the  money  I  fpeak  of  was  before  that  time,  and  at  leaft 
»  month  or  two  before,  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  arrival.  Bc- 
fides,  I  can  tell  you  the  people  to  whom  it  was  diftributed.  It 
\t^  divided  among  three  perfoosi  Lord  Sut^ — here  he  hefi- 
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the  foundation  of  that  union  which  fuhfifted 
between  them  until  within  a  few  yeai-s  of 

Mr. 

feBted  for  a  minute  or  two.    I  mentioned  to  him  the  name  of 
Ijord  Holland.  He  anfweredy  No  ;  it  was  not  Lord  Holland, 

that  was  not  the  name  ;  it  was Mr.  Fox.  The  third, 

added  he,  was  a  Iady«  whofe  name  1  do  not  recollect. 

This  1  am  fure  was  all  that  paifed  upon  the  fubjedt  at  our 
Second  interview.    * 

5.  The  third  interview  was,  I  believe,  on  Monday  the  3d  of 
December.  I  then  afked  him  whether  the  third  perfon,  whofe 
same  he  could  not  recolle6t»  was  l^ol  — ^  ?  He  anfwered, 
No,  it  was  not.  That  he  had  heard  the  name ;  that  it  beingr 
a  name  no  way  familiar  to  him,  he  could  not,  at  fuch  a  dif« 
tance  of  time,  recoUedt  it  of  himfclf ;  but  if  it  was  mentioned 
he  believed  he  (hould  know  it.  At  prefcnt,  added  he,  I  only 
remember  that  it  was  a  lady,  and  the  miftrefs  of  a  man  of 
great  quality. 

6.  1  had  hitherto  made  no  inquiries  about  his  authorities. 
But  refledling  that  a  perfon  who  could  know  all  thefe  parti* 
culars  mufl  have  been  very  near  the  fource,  I  thought  proper 
to  afk  him  the  next  time  I  faw  him,  from  whom  he  had  his 
information.  He  anfwered,  from  an  officer,  who  at  that  time 
furnifhed  plans  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeurs  office,  was  of  courfe 
greatly  conne£led  with  it,  and  moreover  dined  every  day  with 
the  principal  people  of  the  office ;  and  there,  added  he,  at 
table,  did  thefe  gentlemen  talk  over  the  affair,  not  without 
ibme  fatisfa^ion  at  its  being  concluded.  Further,  fays  he, 
this  officer,  who  is  now  at  Cayenne,  reafoned  thus' with  me 
about  it :  Is  it  not  better  to  buy  a  peace  at  the  expencc  often 
millions,  than  fpend  three  hundred  millions  (if  we  could  raife 
them)  to  fit  our  army  for  the  field,  which  army,  fo  fitted 
#ut,  could  not  poffibly  do  us  any  material  fcrvice  ? 

»D4  7.  I  had 
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^xxn.^'   Mr.  Grenville\  death.  They  perfcdly  agreed. 
That  better  terms  of  peace  might  have  bctnbad—^ 

that 

7.  I  had  curiofity,  continued  he,  to  hear  what  the  Sardinian 
ambalTador's  fecretary,  who  was  a  great  acquaintascc  of  mine, 
would  fay  to  this.  Happening  to  meet  him  foon  after,  I  told 
him  it  was  reported  the  Englifh  had  given  a  great  fum  to 
Madame  Pompadour/  to  buy  a  peace,  and  afkcd  him  if  it 
was  true.  The  anfwer  he  made  mc  was  in  thefe  words;  ahp 
que  vous  fiei  bete  ?  lei  jinghu  donne  de  I* argent  ?  et  pourquu 
fa'tre  ?  cut,  out,  on  a  donnee  de  I'argeht. 

B.  He  further  ikid,  that,  upon  MonOeur  Buffy's  return 
from  England,  one  of  his  fecretanes  having  dropped  fomc 
hints  in  company,  a  un/ouper,  of  what  was  going  on  in  Eng- 
land, was  taken  up  and  |iut  into  the  Bailille,  that  he  ihight 
not,  by  any  further  indifcrction,  difcovcr  the  whole  aSiair. 

9.  l^pou  my  mentioning  an  intention  of  going  to  England 
^.>i  .  Kc  news,  he  added,  that  the  whole  detail  of  thetranf- 
a  *  •  -irht  be  known,  either  from  Monficur  D'Eon,  if  he 
chjic   .■>  ^-'  is  'or  from  a  Monfieur  L'EfcalHer,^  a  wine 

merchant  in  Londjn,  whom  the  Duke  de  Nivcrnois  made  ufc 
of  as  a  fccretajy. 

lol  I  pre  Ted  him  about  tl  c  authenticity  fifliis  account ;  his 
anfwer  was,  as  to  myfjlf,  J^e  L  crrAi  aut.'.'  i  yjc  ;V  crols  ma 
propre  ex'tjlence*  He  aiTured  me  llkewiil-,  that  \\\<  afTaii  was 
fliamcfully  notorious  in  fome  houfcs  at  Ppris;  Ceji  affaire fcU 
'  foit  mi  me  heaucoup  defcandale  dan^  certcines  maifons  a  Ptiru, 
I  X.  I  think  it  neceflary  to  take  notice  of  one  variation,  and 
the  only  one  that  I  obferved  in  his  account.  In  the  firft  in- 
t.Mvi'iw  he  mentioned  the  fum  of  eight  millions  of  livres*. 
In  a  fubfeque^t  one  (I  forgot  which)  he  faid  between  five 
and  eight  millions ;  Poflibly  this  might  be  owing  to  his  hav« 

• 

* .  Compare  this  with  the  firft  paragraph. 

ing 
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that  all  was  not  obtained  which  might  have  been  ^  ^xi  v  * 
obtained.    But  although  they  were  convinced, 

and 

log  heard  the  fum  named  in  Engliih  money,  and  never  haVing 
given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  reducing  it  to  French,  becaufe 
tbte  laft  time  I  talked  with  him  upon  the  fubje£^,  when  I  de- 
fired  to  know,  as  near  as  pofUbie,  the  exa6l  fum,  he  took'  a 
little  time  to  recolleA  himfelf,  and  then  faid,  between  eight 
and  ten  millions  of  livres,  that  is,  continued  he,  in  '£ngti(h 
four  hundred  thoufand  guineas. 

Extras  from  the  Examwation. 

What  was  Lord  Halifax's  anfwcr  to  this  information  ? 
I  would  firft  mention  fome  previous  ftcps.  Lord  Hertford 
having  afkcd  me  if  I  thought  it  matter  of  further  inquiry,  I 
went  to  Lord  Mansfield  ;  he  fald  he  chofe  not  to  hear  it.  I 
then  went  to  Dr.  Blackdone,  who  read  my  paper  of  informa- 
tion, and  told  me  that  I  fhould  carry  it  to  the  fecrctary  of 
Hate  ;  that  no  Englifhman  would  be  averfe  to  inquire  into  it. 
I  went  to  Lord  Halifax  on  tlie  i  oth  of  May ;  he  defired  me 
to  come  again  that  evening :  1  then  faw  him ;  he  took  the 
paper  and  read  it,  looked  up  and  flopped;  then  faid,  I  was 
rccollcdling,  that  that  perfon  bought  flock  at  that  time,  but 
it  might  be  with  his  own  money.  He  read  my  lettei*  to  Lord 
Hertford,  faid  it  vvns  a  propef  one — He  faid.  If  I  had  been  in 
Lord  Hertford's  place  I  would  have  fent  it  to  ,  and  heard 

what  he  had  to  fay.  On  reading  the  fecond  letter,  he  faid, 
Tliis  might  be  very  deep ;  I  would  readily  inquire,  but  it  is  an 
affair  of  fuch  magnitude ;  and  then  put  a  cafe  of  a  man^s  being 
robbed  on"  Hounfl6w-heath,  and  going  to  Juflice  Fielding, 
and  faying  he  was  robbed  by  a  tall  thin  man,  and  apprehended 
-  it  was  the  Duke  of  Ancafler ;  there  is  no  diffcrence,only  in  the 
fi/e  of  the  purfe.  He  faid,  If  you  had  any  proof,  I  would 
make  no  difficulty  of  telliog  It  to  my  royal  mailer.     In  my 

letter 
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^xxfi^'  and  the  fa£t  lay  within  their  own  knowledge, 
that  the  interefts  of  the  nation  had  been  fa- 

crtficed 

letter  to  Lord  Hertford  I  mentioned  the  defcdlivcnefs  of  my 
information  a8  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  it.  Lord  Halifax  faid, 
I  think  with  you,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  true  from  his  know- 
ing only  a  few  circumiiances.  The  fecond  meeting  was  a  few 
days  afterwards.  He  did  not  ilick  to  one  obje^'on.  I  fet 
down  a  few  arguments  to  dfe  to  him,  which  I  left  with  him ; 
1  have  in  my  pocket  the  fame  arguments,  which  1  fet  down  a 
(hort  time  after,  from  my  recollcftion.  This  is  not  a  copy. 
£  Read  a  paper,  in  fubflance  as  follows  :] 

Narrative  of  intcUigence  is  fufficient  for  inquiry,  thongh 
■ot  for  iaccufation,  confirmed  by  Dr.  ^lackftone.  The  firft  of 
all  crimes  is  hearfay ;  rare,  at  firft,  to  llumblc  upon  certainty. 
All  offenders  would  efcape  if  there  was  no  inquiry.  The  high 
quality  of  offenders  is  no  reafon  for  ftopping.the  inquiry;  it 
mud  be  done  fpeedily ;  if  the  common  people  hear  it,  and  be- 
lieve it,  they  might  do  juitice  after  their  own  manner.  I  re* 
commend  it  to  Lord  Halifax,  as  one  of  the  French  miniftera 
is  here,  w  hcther  he  can  be  excu&d  for  not  examining  into  it, 
&c. 

Whatfaid  Lord  Halifax? 

Lord  Halifax  made  no  anfwer  to  the  paper,  nor  did  he  con- 
trovert one  of  the  arguments. 

The  next  morning  I  faw  Mr.  Fitzherbert ;  Sir  Geo.  Yonge 
was  there.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  at  my 
boldnefs  in  going  to  Lord  Halifax.  He  faid  he  would  not 
have  any  thing  of  his  writing  appear.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  faid 
he  had  intelligence  the  French  were  offering  money  to  get 
D' Eon's  papers  back.  I  went  the  fame  day  to  Lord  Halifax, 
or  the  next  day.  Lord  Halifax  faid,  I  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  I  difbelicve  the  charge ;  if  I  did  bch'eve 
it,  as  flrongly  as  I  now  difbelieve  it}  I  (hould  not  think  this 

fuf* 
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crificed  by  the  leader  of  the  cabinet  to  his  ex-  ^jScn.'* 
travagant  defire  of  peace  j  yet  when  the  pre-   ^""""f^ 

limi- 

fulHcient  ground  to  go  upon.  I  told  him  it  was  his  duty ;  he 
fcemcdfurprifcd.  He  faid  his  duty  was  to  take  care  of  the 
Hate.  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Fitzherbert  had  faid  the  French 
were  in  treaty  for  D'Eon's  papers :  I  made  my  apology  for 
troubling  him,  and  that  clofed  my  converfation  with  Lord 
Halifax. 

(Mr.  Fitzherbert.)  Did  you  coHcA  from  iriy  converfation 
that  I  had  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  D'Eon  ? 

I  don't  know  I  did  5  but  Mr.  Fitzherbert  admitted  the 
reality  of  the  overtures.  After  the  names  of  the  two  Lords 
were  mentioned,  Mr.  Fitzherbert  faid,  Did  you  hes^r  nothing 
of  the  Princefs  of  Wales?  I  faid.  No.  Mr.  Fitzherbert 
aiifwered,  D'Eon  fays  the  Princefs  of  Wales  had  (bmeofthe 
money. 

From  whom  had  you  the  information  of  D'Eon's  over* 
tures  ? 

The  firft  was  from  General  Conway.  He  firft  gave  me  a 
hint  of  it. 

Wliat  was  that  hint  ? 

When  I  told  the  ftory,  Mr.  Cunway  afked  me  if  I  had  fecn 
D'Eon  ;  he  faid,  I  hear  he  has  dropped  hints.  I  told  him  I 
never  would  fee  him.  I  faid,  I  will  avoid  all  pofiibility  of 
concert  with  any  one.  After  this,  I  went  to  Mr.  Hartly, 
and  deGred  him  to  inquire.  He  defired  iirfl  to  confult  Sir 
George  Saville.  Sir  George  Saville  came  to  us  ;  I  could  not 
tell  him  the  particulars,  but  only  that  there  was  fuch  a  charge. 
Sir  George  Saville  thought  it  was  right  to  confult  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftlc.  He  went  to  him :  1  was  not  prefent ;  but  I 
heard  that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  faid.  Fox  was  rogue  enough 
to  do  any  thing,  but  thought  he  was  not  fool  enough  to  do 
this*    The  Duke  faid  he  could  not  advife  them  to  meddle  in 

it. 
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^xxhT'  ^ii^ioarjr  articles  of  the  treaty  were  fubmitted 
to ,  the    confideration    of    Parliament,     Mr. 

GrenvUU 

it,  for  D'Eon  will  be  bribed,  and  then  you  will  be  left  it 
ibe  lurch.  I  heard  this  convcrfation  from  Sir  Gec?rgc  Sa- 
ifille,  or  Mr.  Hartly  ;  from  one  of  them,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
the  other.     They  both  went  to  the  Dukcof  Newcaffie. 

(Mr.  Conway.)  What  was  the  nature  of  his  firft  applica* 
lion  to  me  ; 

The  nature  of  my  firft  application  to  Mr.  Conway  wai,  I 
^wanted  to  know  how  to  convey  a  letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  not 
to  be  opened,  to  inquire  whether  the  informant  was  appre- 
hended. I  had  defigned  prefenting  a  paper  to  the  Hoafe  of 
Commons,  fctting  forth  the  information.  He  aflced  me  the 
particulars,  and  faid  he  would  not  encourage  fuch  application 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  without  a  fliadow  of  probabDity ; 
and  then  afked  if  I  had  heard  that  D'Eonhad  dropped  hints, 
and  whether  I  would  go  to  him.  I  faid,  No,  I  would  not. 
Mr.  Conway  added,  At  the  fame  time  I  think  it  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  come  at  trutli  in  every  ftation. 

Had  you  any  intimacy  with  your  informant  at  Paris  ? 

It  would  be  improj)cr  to  anfwcr  that  queftiun — ^but  tbcy 
were  men  of  credibility. 

Had  you  any  other  information  of  D'Eon's  overtures  but 
from  General  Conway  ? 

The  firft  intimation  was  from  ^cnerar  Conway  ;  then  T 
•pplicd  to  Mr.  Hartly.  Mr.  Hartly  told  me  that  D'Eot  s 
letter  was  fent  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert.  Afterwards  he  informfd 
me  more  fully,  and  named  the  two  privy  counfellors  and  the 
lady.  He  faid,  the  lady  is  the  Princcfs  of  Wales.  I  faid,  it 
ean't  be,  bccaufe  my  informant  would  not  have  forgot  il.c 
name,  and  named  another  laxly,  the  miftrefs  of  a  nvaa  of  qua- 
»ty. 
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drenvlUe  gave  them  his  approbation  by  His  ^x^i^' 
vote,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  by  his  proxy ;   " 

nor 

Do  you  andcrftand  this  overture  of  D^Eoii's  was  cdotalned 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fitzhcrbcrt  ? 

Mr.  Hartly  told  me  fo.  I  met  him  in  a  chair,  and  he  faid, 
AD  I  have  heard  i&,  that  D'Eon's  letter  was  fent  to  Fitzher- 
bcrt ;  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  confiilted,  and  had  written  ^ 
letter,  diffuading  them  from  proceeding.  Mr.  Hartly  never 
told  It  me  from  his  own  knowledge. 

(Dr.  Blackftonc.)  Arc  you  fare  1  direfted  you  to  go  to 
Lord  Halifax? 

Not  diredly  to  Lord  Halifax.  Doftor  B]ack(lone  faid. 
You  muil  by  all  means  go  to  the  miniilry  :  It  is  an  affair  of  an 
alarming  nature.  He  fent  three  days  after  to  know  if  I  had 
been ;  for  he  faid^  If  you  had  not  I  (hould  think  myfelf 
obliged,  as  a  fervant  of  th^  crown,  to  go  and  give  it  myfel£ 
I  tAok  a  minute  of  what  pafFed  between  usi  which  I  wiS 
mention  to  Dr.  M.  I  took  it  immediately,  and  communis. 
«ated  it  the  fame  day  to  an  intimate  friend,  and  it  has  never 
fmce  been  out  of  my  cudody. 

[Produces  a  minute  taken  immediately  after  Dr.Mufgrave 
had  been  with  him,  on  the  loth  of  May  1765,  at  half  pail  . 
tkven  o'clock  in  the  morning.] 

*•  Dr.  Mufgrave  came  and  fhewcd  me  a  written' converfa- 
tion  between  him' and  Mr.  Le  Beau,  in  the  latter  end  of  1763V 
where  he  declared  that  it  was  believed  at  Paris  that  Lord  Bute 
had  received  money  for  the  peace,  ?ind  many  other  converfa- 
tionswith  another  French  ambaffador.  The  fura  of  the  ac- 
count was  this.  That  eight  or  ten  millions  of  livres  had  been 
remitted  by  a  French  banker,  juil  before  the  D.  of  Bedford 
went  to  France :  That  this  was  divided  ^between  Lord  B.  Mr. 
F.  and  a  lady,  name  not. mentioned;  and  that  Mr.  D'Eon, 
#r  Mr.  DefcalicTi  could  inform  him  of  particulars.     He  alfo 
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^xxu.^'  nor  was  It  until  the  open  breach  with  Lord 
Vp^^   Bute  in  1 765,  that  the  faft  concerning  the  Ha- 

vannah 

file  wed  me  Lord  Hollaod's  letters  and  anfwers.     He  told  mc 
he  had  communicated  it  to  General  Conway,  and  that  he  had 
learnt  from  Mr.  Fitzherhert  that  D'Eon  tells  the  fame  ftory, 
except  that  he  mentions  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  which  Dr.  M» 
ohferved  might  he  no  inconfiftency,  t   a  Maid  of  HoDour'« 
aame  only  was  made  ufe  of,  and  the  money  paid  over  by  the 
Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales.     Dr.  Mufgrave  feemed  to  be 
attached  to  D 'Eon's  caufe,  and  believed  the  ftory  of  his  aC- 
faf&nation  being  attempted  by  Count  de  Guerchy,  and  his 
coffers  being  fearched.     He  afked  me  if  this  was  fufficient  to  , 
juftify  bringing  it  before  the  fecretary  of  flate  ?     As  our  ac- 
quaintance was  fmall,   I  was  furprifed.     I  told  him  that  the 
affair  was  delicate,  both  as  to  the  things  and  perfons,  and  that 
he  fhould  well  confider  the  confequences  if  his  friend  (hould 
.     deny  it.     He  faid  his  friend  was  a  man  of  hononr,   and  knew 
he  left  Paris  for  that  purpofc.     I  begged  to  be  excufed  ad- 
vifing  him,  but  he  would  do  right  to  confider  that  it  would 
depend  ou  convidion  of  his  own  mind,  and  his  friend's  vera- 
city.   It  was  equally  a  duty  to  difclofe  fuch  a  tranfadioa  on 
good  foundation,  and  to  (lifle  it  in  the  birth,  if  founded  on 
malice  or  ignorance.     We  parted,  and  he  feemed  inclined  to 
proceed.    I  don't  recolledl  the  couvcrfation  he  mentions  three 
days  after;  it  might  be:  I  thought  him  fuch  an  enthufiaft  aft 
might  have  difordered  Iiis  imagination." 

(Mr.  Speaker.)  The  lion,  gentleman  delivered  to  me  r 
copy  of  the  paper  he  has  now  read,  which  has  been  in  my 
cuflody  ever  fmce. 

(Dr.  Mufgrave.)  As  to  the  fecond  converfation,  Dr. 
Blackftone  will  Tecolle£l  it  if  I  fhew  him  his  note,  defiring 
me  to  come  to  him  :  I  have  not  that  note  about  me,  but  I  am 
fure  itisilillia  my  poflefEog*     I  doa't  know  what  he  thinks 
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Tannali  was  known  beyond  the  fmall  circle  ^xxir.^* 
of  their  indifpenfable  confidents.     This  cir- 

cum- 

of  my  cnthufiafm,  but  I  rcmem'ber  he  trembled,  fe^med  much 
affedledy  and  let  the  paper  drop  as  in  great  agifatioa. 

(Sir  Geo.  Yonge,)  After  I  had  exprefled  my  furprifc  at 
his  coming  to  me^  he  told  me  he  had  laid  the  matter  before 
LfOrd  Halifax,  who^was  wiUing  to  receive  information  from 
any  gentleman  whatever.  He  prefTcd  It  fo  llrongly,  that  I 
thought  he  came  with  a  meffage,  but  he  did  not  fay  that.  I 
faid.  If  Lord  Halifax  will  fend  for  me  I  will  watt  on  him,  but 
1  know  nothing  of  the  matter  with  regard  to  the  fecond 
meeting  at  Mr.  Fitzherbert's,  nor  did  I  know  he  had  told  the 
llcfry  to  Mr.  Fitzficrbert  till  I  faw  it  in  the  papers. 

(Mr.  Fitzherbert.)  I  never  remember  being  in  the  fame 
room  with  Sir  G.  Yonge  and  Dr.  Mufgrave.  'Dr.  Mufgr^ve 
came  and  talked  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and  told  me  the  (lory  he 
lays  I  told  him.  I  don't  remember  I  faid  any  thing  at  tliat 
time;  the  Dr.  came  and  told  me  this  (lory.  I  will  do  myfeif 
the  juftice  to  tell  all  I  knew  at  that  time,  though  I  don't  re- 
coUedl  I  told  it  hiia.  We  were  then  a  good  many  in  a  focicty  . 
in  Albemarle-ilreet :  I  had  an  o£Bcc  in  that  fociety  :  When 
he  had  told  me  all  he  had  to  fay,  I  wiflied  to  change  the  fub- 
}c3. ;  he  would  not ;  fo  I  told  all  I  knew  of  it.  Captain  Cole, 
a  ^entkman  of  general  admifiion,  had  come  to  me,  and  faid 
D'Eoa  defires  me  to  tell  you  he  is  apprehenfive  of  being  takea 
away  by  force,  on  accoont  of  a  quarrel  with  Count  Guerchy, 
in  which  miniflry  would  ailift  him«  He  defired  me  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  thi^  fociety,  which  I  did.  He  recommended 
D'Eon  as  an  agreeable  man.  1  communicated  it  to  Sir  Geo. 
Yonge,  and  defired  him  to  go  with  me,  becaufe  he  could  fpeak 
French,  which  I  could  not  caGly  :  No  day  vmn  appointed ; 
we  never  did  meet ;  I  never  knew  Mr.  D'Eon  ;  I  never  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him.    As  to  going  on  with  the  converfa- 
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^  xjuir*  cumftancc  indifputably  (hews,  that  the  public! 

^■^r*^    intereft  was  not  the  firft  confideration   with 
J76SU 

his  Majefty's  fervants  at  this  time.  And  it  is 
believed,  although  it  is  a  matter  that  perhaps 
will  not  be  afcertained  until  fome  future  pe- 
riod, that  Lord  Bute\  refignation,  in  the 
month  of  April  1763,  was  occalioned  by  the 
jundion  of  Mr.  GrenvilU  and  the  Duke  of 
'  Bedford^  and  the  menaces  they  held  'out 
againft  him  refpeding  the  negotiation  for 
peace — that  he  compounded  for  his  impunity 
by  an  abandonment  of  office  to  the  Duke  and 
his  friends.  It  was,  however,  the  popular 
opinion,  that  the  political  paper  called  The 
North  Briton^  written  principally  by  Mr. 
Wilkes^  had  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  animofity 
in  the  nation  againft  Lord  Bute^  that  he  re* 

tioiiy  and  naming  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  I  have  notluDg  to 
fay  to  that ;  I  h^ve  no  trace  of  it  in  my  memory  ;  it  itiuil  de- 
pend on  our  veracity ;  nor  had.  I  any  dire^k  meflagc  but  from 
Captain  Cole,  as  to  his  apprehenfibns  of  being  taken  away. 

(Mr.  Speaker.)  Dr.  Mufgravc,  would  you  aik  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, or  either  of  them,  any  queftiom? 

(Dr.  Mufgraye. }  I  was  not  prepared  lor  the(e  anfwert, 
and  I  have  no  queftions  to  aik  them. 

Motion  by  Sir  George  Ofborne — '*  That  the  accufations 
brought  by  Dr.  Mufgrave  are  in  the  higheft  degree  frivolous.'' 
.  Agreed  to,  January  29,  1770. 
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figned  from  an  apprehenfioh  of  popular  in-^xxn.^* 
dignation;  and  it  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  ^"l'^ 
more  parties  than  one  at  that  time  to  fay  fo. 
But  Mr.  Wilkes-  had  no  more  influence  in  the 
refignation  of  luor A,  Bute y  than  he  had  in  that 
of  Sir  R.  Walpole^  or  any  other  minifter.-— 
However,  until  Lord  i?^/^  ahfconded  from  his 
public  (ituation  of  minifter,  no  favourite  ex- 
ercifed  the  power  of  the  crown  with  more 
pride  and  infolence.  This  charge  might  be 
proved  in  innumerable  inftances.  But  it  is 
not  the  defign  of  this  work  to  relate  any  oc- 
currence, not  immediately  cOnneded  with 
Mr.  Pitty  unlefs  the  fkme  has  been  either 
opitted,  or  materially  miftated,  in  the  public 
accounts  of  the  times^  Of  this  latter  kind  is 
the  difmiffion  of  the  Duke  of  De*uon/bire^ 

During  the  preceding  negotiation  of  peacft,  Diraifficn 
his  Grace  held  the  office  of  lord  chamberlain,  Devonflur*. 
and  although  in  the  difcharge  of  his  official 
duties  he  was  very  frequently  attending  on 
the  King,  yet  diflfering  from  his  Majefty's 
other  fefvants  on  political  fubjcds,  he  did  not 
attend  any  council  held  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  negotiation*  Early  in  the  month 
of  Odlober  1763,  he  obtained  his  Majefty's 

VOL.  I.  E  E  per- 
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^  SAr  termiffion  to  ^go  to  &th.  White  he  xns  stt 
^*<-^  Bath  he  received  afummons  to  attend  council, 
and  the  fiiYnint>nS)  as  ufual^  mentioned  the 
bu&neffl,  t^hich  ^as^  the^iKa/confideration  on 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace.  The  Duke 
wrote  an  arlfwer,  Histt  as  he  hiad  not  attended 
any  of  the  former  councils  on  the  fubje£k  of 
the  negotiation,  he  apprehended  that  his  pre* 
.fence  at  the  /^^  council  would  be  improper. 
'At  the  end  of  the  month  his  Grace  returned 
to  London ;  and  the  day  after  his  arrival, 
being  levee-day,  he  went  to  court.  The 
King-^was  in  the  clofet.  He  feiit  m  his  name. 
The  King  took  no  notice.  In  this  particular 
the  Duke  was  wrong — he  was  too  delicate— 
he  ihould  have  demanded  an  audience.  He 
next  deiired  to  know  to  whom  he  ihould  de- 
liver his  key  ?  The  King  returned  an  anfwer. 
That  he  fhould  fend  for  it  next  monung, 
which  he  did,  and  with  his  own  hand  ftruck 
his  Grace's  name  out  of  the  lift  of  his  privy 
council. 

The  reader  will  make  his  own  obfervations 

on  this  extraordinary  condud.     No  one  need 

be  told,  that  the  Cavendijhcs  were  amongft 

the  moft  warm  and  moft  determined  fupporters 
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of  the  Revolution  in  1688,  and  of  the  Houfe  ^  ^^J- 
of  Brunfwick;  nor  have  their  virtue  and  zeal 
diminifhed  in  an  oppofition  to  the  moft  fubtle 
attempts  to  accompliih  the  moft  deipotic  de- 
iigns. 


Nor  has  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  Duke  ^J^T'^S. 

of  the  DuIm 


of  Ncwcajlle\  refignation  been  lefs  miftated. 
When  his  Grace  found  that  the  annual  con^ 
vention  with  Pruflia  was  not  to  be  renewed, 
as  ufual,  he  fuggefted  another  mode  to  fave 
the  nation^  honour,  and  which  would,  at  the 
fame  time,  fupport  the  national  dignity,  and 
eflentiaily  contribute  towards  commanding  the 
terms  of  peace.  This  was  when  the  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Parliament  in  the  month  of 
May  1762,  for  a  vote  of  credit  of  one  millioo, 
his  Grace  wiflied  to  extend  the  fum  to  two 
millions.  A  vote  of  credit  of  one  million 
had  been  ufual  every  year  of  the  war.  His 
Grace's  intention  was,  to  have  fupplied.the 
King  of  Pruilia  with  the  iamount  of  his  an- 
nual fubfidy  out  of  the  fecond  million.  But 
this  deiign  being  made  known  to  Lord  Butc^ 
by  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury  *^ 

•  The  political  paper  called  Yht  North  JSriton  accufcd  Mr. 
S.  Martin  of  having  ietrc^edtht  Duke  of  Newcafk  to  Lord 
Bute.  Martin  was  aUb  treafurer  to  the  Princcb  of  If  ales. 

£  £  2  almoft 
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^xxu''  ^^^31^^  as  foon  as  it  was  fuggefted,  that  Lord 
^^--j^  oppofed  it  with  the  greateft  warmth.  The 
Duke  finding  this  oppofition  from  Lord  ButCy 
and  expefking  no  better  fucccfs  in  the  clofet, 
he  faw  his  influence  at  an  end^  atid  imme- 
diately refigned. 

Mr.  Woody  who  had  been  Mr.  Pittas  fccre- 
tary  during  the  war,  fays  in  the  preface  to  his 
EfTay  on  Homer,  that  having  waited  upon 
ijrd  Crtn-  Lord  GranvHle^  prefident  of  the  council,  when 
he  was  dying,  with  the  preliminary  articles 
of  the  treaty,  and  read  them  to  him^  his 
Lordfliip  declared  **  It  was  the  moft  honour- 
able peace  he  ever  faw."  This  anecdote  only 
•  proves  Lord  Granville  s  attachment  to  Lord 
Bath  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.  Dr. 
Franklin  frequently  entertained  hi*  friends 
with  another  anecdote  of  this  nobleman, 
which  defervcs  to  be  remembered*  Upon 
the  embargo  being  laid  on  all  American  veflels 
laden  with  corn,  flour,  &c.  in  the  year  17^:7, 
the  American  agents  petitioned  againft  it,  and 
were  heard  before  the  privy  council.  Lord 
Granwlie^  who  was  lord  prefident,  told  them. 
That  America  muft  not  do  any  thing  to  inter- 
fere with  Great  Britain .  in  the  European 
markets;  that  if  America  grew  corn,  fo  did 
'  •      '  •  Eng- 
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England  ;  that  if  Americsi  (hipped  corn,  fodid  ^^^.^' 
England,  Upon  which  Dr.  Franklin  told  his  '""TtST^ 
Lordfhip  that  America  could  not  do  any  thing 
that  would  not  interfere  with  Great  Britain  in 
fome  refpe£t  or  other.  If  they  planted, 
reaped,  and  mud  not  fhip,  the  beft  thing  he 
could  advife  his  Lordfhip  to  do  would  be,  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  tranfports  fufficient  to 
bring  them  all  back  again. 

,Has  it  not  been  the  misfortune  of  England, 
that  moft  of  her  great  men  have  frequently 
fhewn  that  they  were  influenced  by  very 
narrow  ideas,  when  exercifing,  their  political 
talents  on  national  fubjedls  ?  If  the  policy  of 
that  part  of  the  treaty  was  juft,  which  ex-  \ 
tended,  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  what 
benefit  could  be  derived  from  thofe  colonies 
if  thefe  ideas  of  reflraint  were  to  be  maia- 
tained  \ 
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CHAP.     XXIII. 

iScTkAORDIN ART  PRfiPARATIONS  FOR  THE  MEETIN  G  OF 
l»ARLIAM£MT.«-«R£LIMIKARY  ARTICLES  OF  PEACE 
LAID    BEFORE    PARLIAMENT.  —  MR.   PITT'S    SPEECH 

AGAINST  THEM. 

^xxm^  "PARLIAMENT  met  on  the  a5th  of  No- 


p 


vember  1762*.  The  moft  extraordi* 
nary  provifion  was  made  for  this  event.  The 
royal  houfehold  had  been  increafed  beyond  all 
former  exaimple*  The  lords  and  grooms  of 
the  bedchamber  were  doubled.  Penfions  were 
thrown  about  indifcriminatelyk  Five  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  were  iffued  in  one 
day,  in  bank  notes  of  one  hundred  pounds 

^  In  the  evening  of  the  day  preceding  the  meeting  of  Par- 
ikimettty  tht  members  of  the  Houie  of  Commons  met,  as 
ufoaly  at  the  Cockpit.  Mr.  Fox  took  the  chair,  and  pro- 
duced  to  the  company  a  paper  which  he  only  called  a  Spetcb^ 
and  which  he  faid  he  would,  as  ufual,  read  to  them.  He 
afterwards  produced  an  Addrefs^  which  he  read,  and  then  bid, 
that  Lord  Caryifort  and  Lord  Cbarla  Spencer  had  been  fo 
kind  to  undertake  to  move  and  fecond  that  addrefs.  The  fame 
ceremony  is  obferved  with  refped  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.— 
The  fpeech  is  i[ead  by  fome  Peer,  who  is  fuppofed  to  condad^ 
the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe.  The  manager  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  takes  the  chair  at  the  Cockpit. 

each. 
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each.  The  only  ftipijatioa  was.  Give  mywr  ^^x^^ 
vote.  A  corruption  of  fuch  notoriety  and  ex-  ^"""TT^ 
tent  had  never  been  feen  before.  There  is  no 
example,  in  any  age  or  country^  t^i^t  in  9ny 
degree  approaches  to  iL  The  4ole  was  laviili 
beyond  the  probability  of  Recount,  or  f9^ 
bility  of  credit,  Mr.  Fox  had  the  maqage« 
ment  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  lln^• 
mited  powers. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  the  prelixni-  ^S^^jJ^j;;, 
nary  articles  of  peace  with  France  and  Sp^un  ^tf^***' 
were  laid  before  both  Houfes* 

On  the  ninth  of  December  they  were  taken 
into  confideration,  and  a  motion  was  made, 
"  To  return  his  Majefty  thanks  for  his  gra- 
cious condefcenfion  in  ovderiag  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  of  peaae  concluded  between  his 
Majefty  and  their  Moft  Chri(tian  and  CathoUc 
Majefties,  to  be  laid  before  them ;  to.  aiTur^ 
his  Majefty  his  faithful  Commons  were  im- 
patient to'expre6  to  his  Majefty  their  appro- 
bation of  the  advantageous  terms  ypoa  which 
his  Mdje&j  hath  concluded  preliminary  arti- 
cles of  peace;  and  to  lay  before  his  Ma- 
jefty the  hearty  applaufe  of  ji  faithfijl,  af- 
£E  4  fedionate. 
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^^m^'  feftionate,   and  thankful  people,    &c.    &c. 
1761. 

On  this  memorable  day  Mr.  Pitt  attended 
in  Parliament,  notwithftanding  he  was  at  that 
moment  afBidled  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout. 
He  fpoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox^  who  made  the 
motion. 


Mr.  Pitt's 
fpeerh 
•gairtft  the 
preliimiu* 
nm.  . 

M.  S« 


*  He  began  with  lamenting  his  ill  ftate  of 
health,  which  had  confined  him  to  his 
chamber;  but  although  he  was  at  this  inftant 
fuffering  under  the  moft  excruciating  tor- 
ture, yet  he  determined,  at  the  hazard  of 
his  life,  to  attend  this  day,  to  raife  up  his 
voice,  his  hand,  and  his  arm,  againft  the 
preliminary  articles  of  a  treaty  that  obfcured 
all  the  glories  of  the  war,  furrendered  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  nation,  and  facrificed 
the  public  faith,  by  an  abandonment  of  our 
allies.  He  owned  that  the  terms  upon 
which  he  had  confented  to  conclude  a  peace 
had  not  been  fatisfadory  to  all  perfons ;  it 
was  impoffible  to  reconcile  every  intereftj 
but  he  had  not,  he  faic!^  for  the  mere  at* 
tar  ^eace,  made  a  facrifice  of  any 

r  had  neither  broken  the  na* 

•  tional 
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tional  faith,  nor  betrayed  the  allies  of  the  ^xju^* 
crown.  That  he  was  ready  to  enter  into  a 
difcuflion  of  the  merits  of  the  peace  he  had 
offered,  comparatively  with  theprefent  preli- 
minaries. He  called  for  the  moft  able  cafuift 
amongft  the  minifter's  friends,  who  he  faw 
were  all  muttered  and  marfhalled  for  duty, 
to  refute  him ;  they  made  a  moft  gallant  ap- 
pearance, and  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
viftory  on  the  main  queftion.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox  J  who  took  the 
lead  in  this  debate,  would  rifk  the  argu- 
ment of  comparifon,  he  would  join  iffue 
with  him,  even  under  all  the  difadvantages 
of  his  prefent  fituation.  His  motive  was 
to  flop  that  torrent  of  mifreprefentation, 
which  was  poifoning  the  virtue  of  the 
country.* 

(No  anfwer  being  made^  be  proceeded^:) 

•He 

•  The  foUowiog  paper  wiD|  in  foxne  degree,  fupply  thU 
cbafms 

Mr.  Pitt'/  Neg9(MMu  '  l^ri  Bute'j  Peaci 

Mr.  Pitf,  and  all  the  King's       Gives  the  French  «  The 

ionmth  infifted,  <<  That  the  liberty  to  fifli  in  the  Gulph  of 

French  St« 
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^^iiif*       *  ^^  perceiycd  diat  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
<  man  and  his  friends  were  prepared  for  only 

*  the 


I7<«^ 


French  (hall  ahftain  from  that 
ptrticuhr  iiflMry,  on  all  the 
coaits  appertaining  to  Great 
Sritain,  whether  on  the  conti- 
nent, the  ifla^  Atuated  in  the 
hid  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence ; 
vAich  fiAiery  the  proprietora 
only  of  the  (aid  coafta  have 
conftanlly  enjoyed,  and  always 
cxercifed,  faving  always  the 
privily  granted  hy  the  13th 
sutiolc  of  the  treatyofUttecht/' 


Mr.  Pin  abfoWjy  ncAifed 
to  cede  the  Ifland  of  Miquelon 
to  the  French,  and  the  French 
jniniftertold  Mr.  Stanley y  "  He 
would  not  infift  on  it."  To 
the  ceffion  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Feter  ovly,  four  in£JPenfabh 
conditions  were  annexed  •. — 
The  cefibn  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
peter,  as  well  as  fome  others, 
was  not  agrceahle  to  Mr.  Pitf% 
own incUflation ;  foritisa&f^ 
that 


St.  Lawrence,  on  condition 
that  the  fuhjeds  of  France  do 
not  exercife  the  faid  fifliery,  but 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues 
from  all  the  coafts  belonging  to 
Great  Britain,  and  fifteen 
leagues  from  the  ooaft  of  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  together 
with  the  liberty  of  fifliing  and 
drying  on  a  part  of  the  coafts  of 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland.'' 
— -If  theFrench  arc  as  attentive 
tQ  their  intereils  as  we  have 
ever  found  them  to  be,  they 
will  doubtieia  call  this  a  grant 

of  the  WHOLE  FISHXAY. 

TThe  iflands  of  St.  Peter  and 
Miquelon  are  both  ceded  to  the 
French,  in  full  right,  without 
any  one  of  ihtfour  Indifpenfakls 
conditions.  No  EngMfli  com- 
miflary  is  allowed  to  refide 
there ;  our  fecurity  is  on  the 
prefent  French  King's  royal 
wordy  but  npt  a  fySal^  is  men- 
tioned of  any  engage|i)eat  fgr 
his  fucceflbrs. 

Lord 


*  See  in  the  Appendix H.  the  anfwer  of  Mr.  Pii/to  the  UltimatiimU 
fnnce  dcliYcred  by  M.  Siiffy^  en  th«  xdch  oCAusoft  1761. 
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♦  the  prefent  queftion.     He  would,  there-  ^^„if- 
^  fore,  take  a  view  of  the  articles  as  they  ap-  v^^vx/ 

•  peared  upon  the  paper  on  the  table.' 


[Mn 


that  both  Be  and  Lord  Tmpk 
carneftly  conteiWdfor  the  wick 
excluji^  Jifhary^t  whichy  they 
faxd,  ought  to  be  tniifted  upoo.- 
But  in  thi«>  aa  many  other 
thingsy  they  were  over-ruled, 

Mr.  Fin  infifted  on  keeping 
both  Senegal  and  Goree,  on 
the  coaftof  Africa^  <'  For  that 
Senegal  cooU  not  be  fecurely 
maintained  withobt  Goree;'' 
and  M.  Bujfj  **  waa  authorifed 
to  confent  to  the  ceilion." 

Mr.  Pf^pofitiTclyrefiiredto 
cede  the  iHand  of  St.  Lucia  to 
France.  His  negotiation  de- 
clares **  theceffioD  by  no  meant 
admafibk.*' 

Mr.  Ffsn  treated  the  King  of 
Pmflia  with  efficacy  and  good 
faith.  The  anfwer  to  the 
Frendi  IThimatvm  £iyB»  *<  Aa 
to  what  regards  the  reJiihiAm 
and  eyacuatloo  of  the  oottquefts 
made  by  Fmnoe  on  the  King's 
i^ies  in  Grennany,  and  particu- 
krly  of  Wefely  and  other  ter- 
ritories of  the  King  of  Pmflia, 
his  Ma}efty  pcififts  in  his  de« 
mand 


Lord  Stde  gave  away  the 
iiland  of  Goree^  which  was  of 
the  greateft  importance  to 
France,  as  it  fenres  her  as  a  fe« 
curity  in  the  f upply  of  negroe» 
for  the  French  Weft  Indies. 

Lord  Buif  ceded  St.  Lucia 
in  fttU  right  to  France* 


Lord  Buu  both  deceived  and 
betrayed  the  King  of  P^nffia. 
He  firft  brrice  tW  faith  of  the 
nation,  by  refufing  the  fubfidy 
to  that  monarch ;  then  in  the 
prelimittary  articles  of  peace* 
he  ftipnlated  evacuation  and 
tykur^^wn  wKh  regard  to  the 
conquefts  made  on  ouralliesi^ 
except  the  King  of  Phiffia,  for 
whom  he  ftipuhtted  evacuathit 
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fo  exceedingly  acute ^  that  the  Houfe  unanimoufly 
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msuid  relative  to  that  fubje6i» 
sn  the  ultimatum  of  Englandy 
viz.  That  they  be  refloredzn^, 
evacuated."  The  French  hav- 
ing propofed  the  keeping  pof- 
feflion  of  the  countries  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Pruifiay  Mr. 
Pitt  returned  this  anfwer  in 
vricingy  which  was  applauded 
by  all  the  King's  minifters  :— 
**  I  likewife  return  you,  as  to- 
tally inadmlifibley  the  memo- 
n4  relative  to  the  King  of 
Fruffia,  as  implying  an  attempt 
on  the  honour  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  fidelity  with 
which  his  Majefly  will  always 
fulfil  his  engagements  with  his 
alUes.'' 


only.  An  the  conqucfta  which 
the  French  were  in  poflci&on  of 
belonging  to  Hanover,  HeiTe, 
Brunfwick,  &c.  amounted  to 
only  a  few  villages,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  the  whole.  But  the  places 
belonging  to  the  King  of 
Prufda,  of  which  the  Ficnch 
were  in  pofleflion,  were  Clcvcs, 
Gucldrcs,  Wefcl,  &c  Thus 
Lord  BuUi  inftead  of  behaving 
to  the  King  of  Pruflia  with 
good  &ith,  becoming  an  ally, 
aded  like  an  open  enemy  to 
him,  and  left  the  French  at  full 
liberty  to  evacuate  thofe  places, 
and  all  others  which  they  held 
belonging  to  that  monarch,  /9 


whom  they  pieafetL  And  laftly, 
he  faid,  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Fmffia  **  were  to  U 
fcrsunbkdfor,**  That  was  his  phrafe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. — 
And  it  was  very  near  being  the  csife;  for  as  foon  as  the  treaty 
was'figned,  the  court  of  Vienna  ordered  a  large  body  of  troc^ 
to  begin  their  march  for  the  Netherlands,  with  a  view  to  enter 
tl^ofe  places  the  moment  the  French  ihoidd  evacuate  theou  The 
King  of  Pruilia  did  the  fame.  The  Netherlands  were  thui 
threatened  with  becoming  the  theatre  of  war ;  and  the  French 
miniiler  forefeeing  that  France  muft  take  part  in  it,  he  pro- 
pofed to  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  deliver  up  all  thpfc  places  to  him, 
provided  his  Majefty  would  (ign  a  netttiality  for  the  Nether* 

lands. 
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dcjtrcdbc  might  be  indulged  to  deliver  bisfentl 
menti  Jitting — a  circumjlance  that  was  unpre^ 
cedented.     Hitherto  be  bad  been  fupported  by 
two  of  his  friends."] 

*  The  firft  important  article  was  the  fifliery. 

*  The  terms  in  which  this  article  was  written 
^  appeared   to  him  to  give  to  France  a  graut 

*  of  the  whole  fiflieiy.   There  was  an  abfolute 

*  unconditional  furrender  of  the  iflands  of  St. 
'  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which,  if  France  con- 

*  tinned  to  be  as  attentive  to  her  own  intereft 

*  as  we  have  hitherto  found  her,  would  enable 
^  her  to  recover  her  marine.  He  confidered 
^  this  to  be  a  mod  dangerous  article  to  the 

*  maritime  ftrength  and  future  power  of  Great 
^  Britain.     In  the  negotiation  he  had  with 

*  M.  Bujfyy  he  had  acquiefced  in  the  ceffion 

*  of  St.  Pierre  only;  after  having,  he  faid,  fe-' 

*  veral  times  in  vain  contended  for  the  whole 

*  exclufive  fifliery ;  but  he  was  over-ruled ;  he 

*  repeatedA^  was  over^ruled^  not  by  the  foreign 

*  enemy,  but  by  another  enemy.  After  many 

*  ftruggles,  he  obtained  four  limitations  to  the 

2and«.    The  King  agreed  to  the>  propofaly  and  purcbafed  his 
territories  on  that  condition. 

*  ifland 


Mi 
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iflandofSt.  Pierre;  they  were  iniiirpenfablc 
conditions,  but  they  were  omitted  in  the 
prefent  treaty.  If  they  were  neceffary  in 
the  furrender  of  one  ifland,  they  were 
doubly  neceffary  in  the  furrender  of  two. 
In  the  volumes  of  abufe  which  had  been  fo 
plentifully  beftowed  upon  him,  by  the 
writers  who  were  paid  and  patronized  by 
thofe  who  held  great  employments  in  the 
ftate,  the  ceilion  of  Pierre  cnly  had  been  con- 
demned in  terms  of  acrimony.  .  He  had 
been  reminded  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  wa3 
impeached  for  allowing  the  French  liberty 
to  fiih  and  dry  iifh  on  Newfoundland.  He 
admitted  the  £id.  But  that  impeachment 
was  a  fcandalous  meafure,  was  difapproved 
by  every  impartial  perfon.  In  one  article 
(the  feventeenth),  the  minifier  is  accufed 
of  having  advifed  the  deJlruRive  expedition 
againft  Canada ^Why  was  that  expedi- 
tion called  deJiruElive  ?  Becaufe  it  was  not 
fuccefsful.  Thus  have  events  been  confi- 
dered  by  Parliament  as  ftandards  of  political 
judgment.  Had  the  expedition  to  Canada, 
under  general  TVbl/ey  been  unfuccefsful,  there 
is  no  doubt  it  would  alfo  have  been  called 
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*  defiruBive^  and  fome  m  the  geotlemen  now  ^^j^* 
^  in  office  would  this  day  have  been  calling 
^  for  vengeance  upon  the  minifler's  head* 

^  Of  Dunkirk  he  faid  but  little.  The  French 

*  were  more  favoured  in  this  article  of  the 

*  prefent  preliminaries,  than  they  had  been 

*  by  any  former  treaty.     He  had  made  the 

*  treaty  of  Aix  la  ChapcUe  his  guide  on  this 
^  point ;  but  in  die  pxefent  treaty  even  tfastt 
^  requifition  was  diiregarded  ^. 

*  Of  the  derelidtion  of  North  America  by 

*  the  French,  he  entirely  approvecL  Bat  the 
^  negotiators  had  no  trouble  in  t)btainiiig  this 
^  acquifition«  It  had  been  the  utifoffidetis  in 
^  his  own  negotiation,  to  which  the  French 
^  had  readily  cohfented.  But  Florida,  he  iaid^ 
^  was  no  ccMxipenfation  for  the  Havannah; 
^  the  Havannah  was  an  important  conquf  ft. 
^  He  had  defigned  to  make  it,  and  would 
^  have  done  it  fome  months  earlier,  had  he 

*  The  neceflkiy  ftipulations  ooncerning  Dmddrk  have 
been  greatly  miflaken ;  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouUe  to 
turn,  to  the  events  of  1765,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham^  he  will  find  this  matter  explained 
more  clearly  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 

•been 


XXlll. 


44t  AKECD0TE5  AND  SPBECim 

^amiL*  ^  ^^^  permitted  to  estecute  his  own  plans. 

From  the    moment    the    Havannah   was 

^  taken,  all  the  Spaniih  treafures  and  riches 

*  in  America  lay  at  our  mercy.     Spain  had 

*  purchafed  the  iecurity  of  all  thefe,  and  the 

*  reftoration  of  Cuba  alfo,  with  the  cefiion  of 

*  Florida  only^     It  was  nQ  equivalent.  There 
.*  had  been  a  bargdn,  but  the  terms  were  in* 

*  adequate.     They  were  inadequate  in  every 

*  point  where  the  principle  of  reciprocity  was 

*  aflfefted  to.  be  introduced. 

^  He  had  been  blamed  for  confenting  to 
j*  give  up  Guadaloupe.  That  cefiion  had 
f  been  a  queftion  in  another  place.  He 
f  wiftied  to  have  kept  the  ifland  (fee  Ap- 
!*  pendix  M) ;  he  had  been  over-ruled  in  thstt 
!^  point  alfo;  he  could  not  help  it;  he  had 

*  been  over-ruled  many  times— on  many  oc- 

*  cafions;  he  had  acquiefced — ^he  had  fub- 
^  mitted;  but  at  length  he  faw  that  all  his 
'^  meafures — all  his  fentiments,  were  inimical 

*  to  the  new    fyftem — to  thofe  perfons  to 

*  whom  his  Majefty  had  given  his  confidence. 

*  ButtoGuadaloupethefeperfonshadaddedthe 
'  ceffion  of  Martinique.  Why  did  they  permit 

*  tjie  forces  to  conquer  Martinique,  if  ihey  were 

*  re- 
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refolved  to  reftoreit?  Was  it  becaufc  the  ^xxn/** 
preparations  for  that  conqueft  were  fo  far  ad-  ^"""^^ 
vanced  they  were  afraid  to  countermand 
them  ?  And  to  the  cefiion  of  the  iflands  of 
Cuba^  Guadaloupe,  and  Martinique,  there 
is  added  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  the  dnly 
valuable  one  of  the  neutral  iflands.  It  is 
impofiible,  faid  he,  >to  form  any  judgment 
of  the  motive  which  can  have  influenced 
his  Majefty's  fervants  to  make  thefe  im- 
portant facrifices.  They  feem  to  have  loft 
light  of  the  great  fundamental  principle, 
That  France  is  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  be 
dreaded  by  us  in  the  light  of  a  maritime 
and  commercial  power :  And  therefore,  by 
reftoring  to  her  all  the  valuable  Vlfeft  India 
iflands,  and  by  our  conceflions  in  the  New- 
foundland fifliery,  we  had  given  to  her  the 
means  of  recovering  her  prodigious  loflcs, 
and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to 
us  at  fea.  That  the  fifliery  trained  up  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  young  feamen, 
and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  employed 
them  when  they  were  trained.  After  the> 
peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  France  gained  a 
decided  fuperiority  over  us  in  this  lucrative 
branch  of  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft 
VOL.  I.  IF  *  all 
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all  Europe  with  the  rich  commodities  which 
art  prodticed  only  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
By  this  commerce  (he  enriched  her  mer- 
chants, arid  augmented  her  finances.  The 
liate  of  the  exifting  trade  in  the  conqilefts  in 
North  America,  is  extremely  low ;  the  fpe- 
cUlations  of  their  fufiure  are  precarious,  and 
the  profpedi  at  the  "very  beft  very  remote. 
We  ftand  iti  need  of  fupplies,  which  will 
have  an  effed,  certain,  fpeedy,  and  confi- 
derable.  The  retaining  both,  or  even  one 
of  the  confiderable  French  iflands,  Martinico 
or  Guadaloupe,  will,  and  nothing  elfe  can, 
efledlually  anfwer  this  triple  purpofe.  The 
advantage  is  immediate.  It  is  a  matter  not 
of  conjedure,  but  of  account.  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquers  is  of  the  moft  lucra- 
'  tive  nature,  and  of  the  moft  confiderable 
extent ;  the  number  of  fhips  employed  by 
it  are  a  great  refource  to  our  maritime 
power ;  and  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all 
that  we  gain  on  this  fyftem  is  made  four- 
fold to  us,'  by  the  lofs  which  etifues  to 
France.  But  our  comJUefts  in  North  Ame- 
rica are  of  very  little  detriment  to  the  com- 
merce of  France.  On  the  Weft  Indian 
fcheme  of  acquifition,^our  gain  and"  her  lofs 

•  *  go 
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go  hand  in. hand.  He  infiilfed  upon  the  ob-  ^xxm!^' 
vious  connexion  of.  this  trade*  with  thait  of 
the  colonies  in  North.  Airieficar,  and  ^arith 
our  commerce  to  the  coaft  of  AfHca.v::The 
African  trade  would  be  augmentedi  >j^hich, 
with  that  of  North  America,  would^all  oehfer 
in  Great  Britain.  But  if  the  iflands  areall 
reftored,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of  the 
colony  trade  muft  redound  to  thofe  Who 
were  lately  our  enemies,  and  will  always,  be 
our  rivals.  Though  we  had  retained  either 
Martinico  or  Guadaloupe,  or  even  both 
thefe  iflands,  our  conquefts  were  fuch  that 
there  was  ftill  abundant  matter  left  to  dif- 
play  our  moderation. 

*  Goree,  he  faid,  is  alfo  furrendered,  with- 
out the  leaft  apparent  neceffity,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  had  been  agreed  in  the  negotia- 
tion with  M.  Bujy^  that  it  Ihould  remain 
with  the  Britifti  crown,  becaufe  it  was  ef- 
fential  to  the  fecurity  of  "Senegal. 

•  In  the  £aft  Indies  there  was  an  engage- 
ment for  mutual  reftitution  of  conquefts.— 
He  afkfid.  What  were  the  conquefts  which 
Fraqce  had  to.reftore?  He  declared  that  flie 

FF  2   ,  *  had 
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^xxiiu'  *  ^*^  ^nc.    All  the  conquefts  which  France 

*  had  made  had  been  retaken,  and  were  in 
^  our  own  poiTeffidn;  as  were  likewife  all  the 

*  French  fcttlements  and  fadories.  There- 
^  forC)  the  reflittttion  was  all  from  one  fide. 

*  We  retained   nothing,   although  we  had 

*  conquered  every  thing. 

•  The  reftitution  of  Minorca  he  approved ; 

*  and  that,  he  faid,  was  the  only  conqueft 

*  which  France  had  to  reflore ;  and  for  this 
^  iiland  we  had  given  the  £aft   Indies,  the 

*  Weft  Indies,  and  Africa,  -  The  purchafc 
^  was  made  at  a  price  that  was  fifty  times 

*  more  than  it  was  worth.     Belleifle  alone, 

*  he  affirmed,  was  a  fufficient  equivalent  for 
•^  Minorca. 

^  As  to  Germany,  he  faid,  it  was  a  wide 
^  field ;  a  tedious  and  lengthened  confidera- 

*  tion,  including  the  interefts  of  many  hoflile 
^  powers ;  fome  of  them  immediately,  and 

*  others  eventually,    conneAed  with   Great 

*  Britain.  There  might  fometimes  be  policy 
^'  in  the  conflru^on  of  our  meafures,  to  con- 
\  fult  our  infular  Htuation  only.  But  while 
^  we  had  France  for  our  eneqiy,  it  wasafcene 

S  ^  tB 
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to  employ,  and  to  baffle  her  arms.  Had  ^"ap. 
the  armies  of  France  not  been  employed  in 
Germany,  they  would  have  been  tranfported 
to  America,  where  we  fliould  have  found  it 
more  difficult  to  have  conquered  them»  And 
if  we  had  fucceeded,  the  expcnce  would 
have  been  greater.  Let  any  one,  he  faid, 
make  a  fair  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  trans- 
ports and  provifions  to  that  diftant  climate^ 
and  he  will  find,  in  the  article '  of  ex- 
pence,  the  war  in  Germany  to  be  infinitely 
lefs  that  in  the  wilds  of  America.  Upon 
this  principle  he  affirmed  that  the  conquefts 
made  in  America  had  been  owing  to  the 
employment  of  the  French  army  in  Ger- 
many. He  faid,  with  an  emphafis,  that 
America  had  been  conquered  in  Germany. 

^  He  owned  that  feveral  objedions  had 

been  made  to  the  German  war.  He  thought 

them  frivolous  and  puerile,    fadious  and 

malicious.     It  had  been  faid,  that  during 

twelve  months  after  the  Marathon  of  Min- 

den,  not  a  fquadron  of  (hips  had  been  fent 

to  make  any  Britiih  conquefts:  If  this  be 

'  true,  will  any  man  fay  that  France  would, 

'  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Minden,  have- 

F  F  3  •  made 


Sf62«' 


454^  ANECDOTES  AJ^D  SPEECHES 

^xxm'^*  *  made  thofe  humiliating  conceffions  (he  after- 
wards did  make  ?  To  what  but  her  ill  fucceft 
ifi  the  German  war,  was  it  owing  that  fhe 
fubmittcd  to  the  moft  mortifying  terms  in 
the  late  negotiation  with  M.  BuJ/y  f  Thefc 
fadts  fpcak  for  themfelves ;  and  from  them 
it  appears  that  the  ceflions  offered  by  France, 
during  the  late  negotiation,  which  will  al- 
wayi3.bc  remembered  with  glory  to  Great 
Britain,  were  owing  to  our  perfeverance  in 
the  German  war,  andto  our  obferving  good 
faith  towards  our  Proteftant  allies  on  the 
continent. 
.  .»■ 

*  Other  objedions  had  been  made,  and 
while  he  was  upon  the  fubje6t  he  would 
take  noticQ  of  thenu  It  had  been  faid,  that 
the  French  fubfidies  do  not  amount  to  half 
what  we  pay.  The  fubfidies  which  the 
French  afl:ually  pay  may  not,* '  but  what 
they  promife  moimt  to  double.  '  They  fub- 
fidize  Sweden,  Rufiia,  and  the  Swifles,  fe- 
veral  Italian  ftates,  and,  if  we  are  to  believe 
their  own  writers,  even  the  Danes ;  thofe 
fubfidies  are  moft,  or  all  of  them,  for  nega- 
tive fervices.  They  have  got  nothing  by 
the  Swedes  J  they  have  got  nothing  by  the 
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Emprefs  of  RulTia,  though  fhe  has  got  a  ^j^xfiif ' 
great  deal  for  herfelf ;  they  have  got  far  lefs 
biy  the  Emprefs  Queen,  if  we  except  the 
honour  of  having  buried  above  150,000  of 
their  beft  troops  in  Germany.  The  Wir* 
temburghers,  it  is  well  known,  have  refufed 
to  ferve  them ;  the  Swifs  and  Italian  ftates 
cannot  ferve  them,  and  the  Danes  give 
theni — a  neutrality. 

*  The  fubfidy  to  Heflehad  been  arraigned, 
and  falfehood  had  been  added  to  malignity. 
But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
treaty  with  Heffe  was  made  before  he  came 
into  oflSce.  An  imputation  of  crime  to  him, 
for  not  breaking  that  alliance,  came  with  a 
very  ill  grace  from  them  who  made  it. 
They  blamed  him  for  confenting  to  pay  the 
Prince  of  Hefle  a  fum  of  money  for  the  da- 
mage donp  by  the  French  in  his  dominions. 
He  was  aftonifhed  that  any  fet  of  men,  who 
arrogated  to  themfelves  the  diftindion  of 
friends  to  his  prefent  Majefty,  ihould  repre- 
fent  this  circumftance  as  a  crime.  Can  a 
people,  he  alked,  who  impeached  the  Tory 
miniftry  of  Que^  Annc^  for  not  fupporting 
the  Catalans  at  an  expence  that  would  have 
PF4  *  coft 
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*^xxiuf*  *  ^^^    ^^"^^   millions,    againft  their  King, 

*  merely  becaufe  they  were  our  allies — can  a 

*  people  who  unanimoufly  gave  ioo,oooL  as 

*  a  relief  to  the  Portuguefe,  when  under  the 

*  afflicting  hand  of  heaven,  merely  becaufe 

*  they  were  our  allies — can  a  people  who  in- 

*  demnify  their  American  fubjedls,  whom  at 
•.  the  fame  time  they  proted  in  their  poffet- 

*  fions,  and  even  give  damages  to  their  own 

*  publicans  when  they  fuffer,  though  in  pur- 

*  fuance  of  our  own  a£ts  of  Parliament — can 

*  fuch  a  people  cry  aloud  againft  the  mode- 

*  rate  relief  to  a  Prince,  the  ally  and  fon-in- 

*  law  of  Great  Britain,  who  is  embarked  in 

*  the  fame  caufe  with  Great  Britain,  who  is 

*  fuffering  for  her,  who  for  her  fake  is  driven 

*  from  his  dominions,  where  he  is  unable  to 

*  raife  one  (hilling  of  his  revenue,  and  with 

*  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  our  late  venerable 

*  monarch,  is  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  exile  and 

*  indigence  ?  Surely  they  cannot.      Let  our 

*  munificence,  therefore,  to  fuch  a  Prince,  be 

*  never  again  repeated* 

*  It  had  been   exultingly  faid,    that   the 

*  prefent  German  war  had  overturned  that 

*  balance  of  power  which  we  had  fought  for 

•in 
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*  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen 

*  jifinc.     This  affertion  was  fo  far  from  hav- 

*  ing  the  fmalleft  foundation  in  truth,  that  he 

*  believed  the  moft  fuperficial   obfervers  of 

*  public  affairs  fcarcely  flood  in  need  of  being 

*  told,  that  that  balance  was  overturned  long 

*  before  thi§  war  had  exiftence.     It  was  over- 

*  turned  by  the  Dutch  before  the  end  of  the 

*  late  war.     When  the  French  faw  that  they 

*  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  Dutch^ 

*  they  blew  up  that  barrier  for  which  our  Nq/^ 
^  faus  and  Marlborougbs  had  fought.     The 

*  Louveftein  faction  again  got  the  afcendency 

*  in  Holland ;  the  French  monarchy  again 

*  took  the  Dutch  republic  under  its  wings, 

*  and  the  brood  it  has  hatched  has — ^but  let 

*  us  forbear  ferpentine  expreffions.  Since  the 

*  time  that  the    grand  confederacy  againft 

*  France  took  place,  the  military  power  of  the 
^  Dutch  by  fea  and  land  has  been  in  a  man- 

*  ncr    extinguifhed,    while  another   power, 

*  then  fcarcely  thought  of  in  Europe,   has 

*  flarted  up — ^that  of  Ruffia,  and  moves  in 

*  its  own  orbit  extrinfically  of  all  other  fyf- 

*  X.t\fi%\  but  gravitating  to  each,  according  to 

*  the  mafs  of  attracting  intereft  it  contains.— 
^  Another  power,  againfl  all  human  expeda-* 

*  tion. 
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tion,  was  raifecl  in  Europe  in  the  Hotifc  of 
Brandenburgh;  and  the  rapid  fuccefles  of 
his  Pruffian  Majefty  prove  him  to  be  bora 
to  be  the  natural  aflerter  of  Germanic  liber- 
ties againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,     We  have 
been  accuftomed  to  look  up  with  reverence, 
to  that  Houfe,    and  the  phenomenon    of 
another  great  power  in  Germany  was  fo 
very  new  to  us,  that  for  fome  time  he  was 
obliged  to  attach  himfelf  to  France.   France 
and  Auftria  united,  and  Great  Britain  and 
Pruflia  coalefced.*  Such  are  the  great  events 
by  which  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  has 
been  entirely  altered  fince  the  time  of  the 
grand  alliance  againft  France.     His  late  Ma- 
jefty fo  paflionately  endeavoured  to  main- 
tain or  revive  the  ancient  balance,  that  he 
encountered  at  home,  on  that  account,  op- 
pofition   to   his  government,    and   abroad 
danger  to  his  perfon;  but  he  could  not  re- 
animate the  Dutch  with  the  love  of  liberty, 
nor  infpire  the  Emprefs  Qqeisn  with  fenti- 
mcnts  of  moderation.  .They  talk  at  random, 
thei'efore,  who  impute  the  prefent  fituatioa 
of  Germany  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 
Great  Britain  was  out  of  the  queftion ;  nor 
could  Ihe  have  interpofed  in  it  without  tak- 

*  ing 
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*  ing  a  much  greater  fhare  than  fhe  did.     To  ^Jxtii^* 

*  reprefeilt  France  as  an  objeft  of  terror,  not 

*  only  to  Great  Britain,   but  Europe,  and 

*  that  we  had  miftaken  our  intereft  in  not  re- 

*  viving  the  grand  alliance  againil  her,  was 

*  mere    declamation.      Her    ruined    armies 

*  now  returning  from   Germany,    without 

*  being  able,    through   the  oppofition   of  a 

*  handful  of  Britifh  troops,  to  efFed  any  ma- 
'  terialobjed:,  is  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the 

*  expediency  of  the  German  war, 

*  The  German  war  prevented  the  French 

*  from  fuccouring  their  colonies  and  iflands 

*  in  America,  in  Afia,  and  in  Africa.     Our 

*  fucceffes  were  uniform,  becaufe  our  mea- 

*  fures  were  vigorous, 

*  He  had  been  blamed  for  continuing  the 

*  expence  of  a  great  marine,  after  the  defeat 

*  of  M.   Conflans.     This  was  a  charge  that 

*  did  not  furprife  him,  after  the  many  others 

*  which  had  been  made,   and  which   were 

*  equally  unfounded  and  malignant.     It  was 

*  faid  that  the   French  marine,  after  that  de- 

*  feat, '  was  in  fo  ruinous   a  condition  that 

*  there  was  uot  the  leaft  occafion  for  our 

'  keep- 
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Chap 
XXIII. '  *  keeping  fo  formidable  a  force  to  watch  its 

^iJfeT^   •  motions.     It  was  true,    he  faid,   that  the 

^  French    marine    was    ruined;     no     man 

*  doubted  it — ^thcy  had  not  ten  fhips  of  the 

*  line  fit  for  fervice;  but  could  wc  imagine 

*  that  Spain,  who  in  a  very  ihort  time  gave 

*  him  but  too  much  reafon  to  be  convinced 

*  that  his  fufpicions  were  well-founded,  was 

*  not  in  a  common  intereft  with  France;  and 

*  that  the  Swedes,  the  Genoefe,  and   even 
^  the  Dutch,  would  not  have  lent  their  (hips 

*  for  hire? 

*  He  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  de- 
^  twining  them  fp  long ;  he  would  detain  them 

*  but  a  few  minute3  longer. 

*  The  defertion   of  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
^  whom  he  ftyled  the  mod  magnanimous  ally 

*  this  country  ever  had,  in  the  preliminary 
^  articles  on  the  table,  he  reprobated  in  the 

*  ftrongeft  terms.     .He  called   it   infidious, 

*  tricking,    bafe,    and   treacherous.       After 

*  amufmg  that  great  and  wonderful  Prince, 

*  during  four  months,  with  promifes  of  the 

*  fubfidy,   he  had  been  deceived  and  difap- 

*  pointed.     But  to  mark  the  inveteracy  and 

•  trea- 


iT^s* 


'  or  THE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM.  4ii 

treachery  of  the  cabinet  ftill  ftronger,  he  is  ^xxHif* 
fclefted  from  our  other  allies,  by  a  malici- 
ous and  fcandalous  diftindtion  in  the  prefent 
articles.  In  behalf  of  the  other  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  we  had  ftipulated,  that  all 
the  places  belonging  to  them^  which  had 
been  conquered,  fhould  be  evacuated  and 
rejiored :  But  with  refpeS  to  the  places 
which  the  French  had  conquered  be- 
longing to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  there  was 
il^ipulated  evacuation  only.  Thus  the 
French  mrght  keep  thofe  places  untilthe 
Auftriaii  troops  were  ready  to  take  poffeffion 
of  them.  All  the  places  which  the  French 
pofTefled  belonging  t6  the  Eledor  of  Hano- 
ver, the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  the  Landgrave 
of  HeiTe,  &c.  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  ten  villages^  or  about  an  hundred 
acres  of  land  ;  but  the  places  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Pruflia  they  were  in  poffeffion 
of,  were  Cleves,  Wefel,  Gueldres,  &c. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
pofed  treaty  met  with  his  mod  hearty  dif- 
approbation.  He  faw  in  them  the  feeds  of 
a  future  war.  The  peace  was  infecure,  be- 
caufe  it  reftored  the  enemy  to  her  former 

'  great- 
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c  H^A  P.  «  grcatnefs.  The  peace  was  inadequate^  be- 
^  caufe  the  places  gained  were  no  equivalent 
*  for  the  places  furrendered.* 

He  was  fo  ill  and  faint  towards  the  end  of 
his  fpeech,  he  could  fcarcely  be  heiard.  He  in- 
tended to  have  fpoken  to  fome  points  relative 
to  Spain,  but  he  was  unable. 


He  fpoke  near  three  hours;  and  when  he 
left  the  Houfe,  which  was  before  the  divifion,      I 
he  was  in  the  greateft  agony  of  pain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  very  large 
majority. 
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ADDRESSES  ON  THE  PEACE— MR.  FITT  AGAINST  THE  EX- 
CISE ON  CYDER— LORD  BUTE  TAMPERS  WITH  THE  CITY 
OF  LONDON.— DENIES  IT  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  I-ORDS.- 
PROVED  AT  GUILDHALL — A  PORTRAIT. -LORD  BUTE 
RESIGNS. 

'TPHE  addrefles  to  the  King,  which  followed   g  H^Ajf*. 

the  parliamentary  approbation  of  the  pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace,  were , obtained  by 
means  equally  corrupt  and  difhonourable. — 
There  was  one  inftance  where  the  feal  of  a 
corporation  was  forged,  and  more  than  one 
where  it  wae  felonioufly  obtiiined.  The  city 
of  London  rcfufed  to  addrefs,  although  the 
fum  of  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  was  offered 
to  complete  the  new  bridge  at  Blackfriars.  No 
means  were  left  untried  every  where  to  ob- 
tain addrefles.  The  Lord-lieutenants  had 
begging  letters  fent  them  to  ufe  their  influence^ 
and  five  hundred  pounds  fecret  fervice  were 
added  to  each  letter.  The  fum^  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  was  the  notorious  price  of  an 
addrefs.  Some  addrefles  coft  a  much  larger 
fum.     The  fujn  was  regulated  according  to 

the 
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^xx%^'  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  place 
^-->7^  from  which  the  addrefs  was  obtained.  The 
corruption  without  doors  was  as  lavifh  as  it 
had  been  within.  Of  Bath,  in  particular, 
being  the  city  Mr.  Pitt  reprefented,  the 
reader  will  fee  the  correfpondence  in  the  Ap- 
pendix O.  This  conduct  of  adminiftration 
exhibited  to  the  world  two  difgraceful  things; 
one,  that  the  people  ^Vere  capable  of  being  cor- 
rupted J  the  other,  that  the  King  was  cafily  de- 
ceived. The  former,  until  this  period,  might 
have  feemed  improbable  J  the  latter  might  be 
poflible. 

^[m7lh€  ^^^*  "^^'^  ^^^^  ^^  Other  part  in  the  pro- 
IJdcf/"  ceedings  of  this  feffion,  until  a  bill  was 
**-^'  brought  in  laying  a  duty  upon  cyder  and 
perry,  and  fubjeding  the  makers  of  thofe 
liquors  to  the  laws  of  excife.  He  oppofcd 
this  bill  very  ftrongly,  upon  the  dangerous 
precedent  of  admitting  the  officers  of  excife 
into  private  hcufes.  Every  man's  houfe  was 
his  cadle,  he  faid.  If  this  tax  is  endured,  he 
iaid,  it  will  neceflarily  lead  to  introducing  tlic 
laws  of  excife  into  the  domeftic  concerns  of 
every  private  family,  and  to  every  ipecies  of 
the  produce  of  land.      The   laws  of  excife 

arc 
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are  odious  and  grievous  to  the  dealer,  but  in-  ^^^^' 
tolerable  to  the  private  perfon.  .Th«  prece- 
dent, he  contended,  was  particularly  danger- 
ous, when  men  by  their  birth,  education,  and 
pfofeflion,  very  diftinft  from  the  trader,  be- 
come fubjeded  to  thofe  laws*. 

Mr.  P/V/'s  bon  mot  in  this  debate,  is  remem- 
bered for  the  mirth  it  occalioned.    . 

Mr.  Grenvllle  fpbke  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  P///, 
and  although  he  admitted  that  the  excife  was 
odious,  yet  he  contended  that  the  tax  was  un-r 
avoidable;  government  did  not  know  where 
they  could  lay  another  tax  of  equaj  efHciency. 
Theright  hon.  gentleman,  fays  he,  complains 
of  the  hardlhip  of  this  tax — why  dQes  he  not 
tell  us  where  we  can  lay  another  tax  inftcad 
of  it;  and  he  repeated,  with  a  ftrong  emgha- 
fis,  two  or  three  times,  TV//  me  where  you  can 
lay  another  tax  I 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  in  a  mufical  tone,  Gentle- 
Jhepberd^  tell  me  where. 

•  The  principal  arguments  agalnll  this  bill  may  be  feen  in 
two  Protcfts  of  the  Lords— on  the  Z9th,  the  other  on  the 
30th  of  March  1763. 

VOL*.  !•  G  G  The 
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The  whole  Houfc  burft  out  i 
laughter,  which  continued  for  fome  minutes. 


^xjcnrf*       "^^  whole  Houfc  burft  out  in  a  fit  of 
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Lord  Bote  While  the  bill  was  pending,  the  corpora- 
^\f  Lon-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^y  of  London  became  alarmed  by 
*^*  this  extenfion  of  the  excife  laws  to  private 

houfes,  and  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  againft  the  bill;  at  the  fame  time 
Sir  Richard  Glynn*  told  Sir  yobn  Phillips ^^ 
that  the  city  of  London  had  refolved  to  peti- 
tion every  branch  of  the  legiflature  againft  the 
bill.  Lord  Bute  was  alarmed  at  the  threat  to 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  King ;  and  Sir  yobn 
Phillips^  in  Lord  Bute\  name,  afTured  the 
gentlemen  of  the  city  committee,  while  they 
were  waiting  in  the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  at  the  time  the  petition  was  pre- 
fented to  that  Houfe,  that  if  they  would 
withhold  their  petition  to  the  King,  Lord 
Bute  would  promife,  and  engage  upon  his  ho- 
nour, that  the  a£):  ihould  be  repealed  next 
year.  One  of  the  committee  anfwered^:^ 
••  Who  can  undertake  for  Lord  Bute  being 

*  One  of  the  members  for  the  city  of  London. 
f  One  of  Lord  Bute%  confidents. 
X  lis*  Smauil  Frunum. 

^  mi- 
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^  mlnifter  next  year,    or  for  his  influence  ^^^^' 
^  over  Parliament  ?" 


This  application  not  proving  fuccefsful,  a 
card  from  Mr.  yenkinfon^  Lord  Bute^  confi-^ 
dential  fecretary,  and  now  Lord  Hawkejbury^ 
was  brought  in  the  evening  to  Sir  James 
Hodges^  town-clerk  of  the  city,  defirlngto  fee 
him  next  morning  at  Lord  But^%  houfe,  in 
South-Audley  Street,  upon  particular  bufinefs. 
Sir  yames  went,  and  was  introduced  to  Lord 
Bute  by  the  fecretary.  The  minifter  requefted 
the  town-clerk,  in  the  moft  anxious  and 
prefling  manner,  to  acquaint  the  gentlemen  of 
the  city  committee,  that  if  they  would  not 
prefent  their  intended  petition  to  the  king,  he 
would  engage,  and  did  then  engage,  to  ob-< 
tain  a  repeal  of  the  Aft  next  feffion.  Sir 
yames  returned  into  the  city,  and  coUefted 
the  committee  at  his  ofEce  in  Guildhall,  and 
laid  before  them  a  ftate  of  the  conference  he 
had  had  with  the  minifter.  The  committee 
treated  the  promife  with  contempt,  faying  it 
was  no  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  fame  af- 
furance  which  had  been  made  to  them  the 
preceding  day  by  Sir  yobn  PbUH^s.  The  pe- 
C  G  2  .  tition 
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^xxiv.^*  ^^^^  *^   ^^^  Lords,    and    the   petition    to 
^^'^^  ,the  King,   were  prefeuted,  but  without  cfe. 
fea. 

Lord  Temple  prefented  the  city's  petition  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  (March  28),  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  bill,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech  iipon  that  occafion^  mentioned  the 
circumftance  of  Lord  Bute^%  tampering  with 
the  city  committee* 


Denies  it  in       Upon  which  Lord  Bute  got  up,  and  aflured 
l^rdn        the  Houfe  "  That  the  whole  was  a  factious 

LIE." 


This  affertion  was  not  only  too  coarfe,  but 
too  ftrong,  to  pafs  unnoticed* 

^^h\\  '^^^  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  im- 
mediately aflemblcd  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  town-clerk.  At  this  inquiry  Sir 
yames  Hodges  acquitted  himfelf  to  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  the  whole  court,  by  a  candid  and 
fair  napration  of  all  the  preceding  fa£ts ;  and 
at  the  conclufion  Jie  voluntarily  offered  to 
yerify  the  fame  upo^  oath.  From  this  in- 
quiry 
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quiry  it  was  indifputably  clear  who  was  the 
nat\ 

Lord 
•A   PORTRAIT, 

DRAWN  IN  THE  YEAR  if 76. 
TO  draw  a  charadcr  fo  much  beneath  the  honours  of  por- 
traiture, would  need  apology,  if  the  caprice  of  fortune,  in  a 
fit  of  ill-humour  againft  this  nation,  had  not,  by  giving  to  the 
original  a  fituation  for  which  Nature  had  never  defigned  him, . 
raifed  him  into  notice,  and  made  him,  in  the  confequence8# 
an  objrdl  of  the  public  concern.  It  is  only  then  for  the  moft 
candid  motive  of  a  public  utility,  to  atone  for  the  ignoblenefa 
of  the  perfonage  whofe  portrait  is  here  exhibited ;  faithfully 
taken,  feature  by  feature,  without  any  the  leaft  caricature, 
and  too  fatally  fulfilling  the  idea  of  a  favourite  without 
merit. 

Conflitutionally  falfe,  without  fyftem,  and  in  the  moft  ca- 
pital points,  greatly  to  his  own  difadvantage,  fo ;  being  in  fa£i 
neither  true  to  othcri  nor  t«  hirafelf :  Involved  by  the  neceffity 
of  his  nature,  in  that  vicious  circle  of  being  faife  becaufe 
weak,  and  weak  becaufe  falfe. 

Referved,  inward,  and  darkfome  ;  fequeftered  in  fome  mea- 
fure  from,  fociety,  taking  covert  in  the  fhades  of  embowered 
life,  as  the  refuge  of  vanity  from  the  wounds  of  contempt, 
Clandeftine  without  concealment — fad  without  forrow— do- 
meilic  without  familiarity — haughty  without  elevation ;  no- 
thing great,  nothing  noble  having  ever  marked  his  character, 
or  illuftrated  his  condu£l,  public  or  private.  Reducing  every 
thing  to  his  own  ideas,  that  ftandard  of  lilllcncfs,  that  mint  of 
falfity.  Stubborn  without  firmnefs,  and  ambitious  without 
fpirit.  A  frigid  friend,  a  mean  enemy.  Naufeoufly  bloated 
with  a  ftupid,  rank,  quality  pride,  without  the  air,  the  eafe, 
the  manners,  the  dignity  of  a  gentleman.  Ungenerous  without 
any  very  extraordinary  note  of  avarice ;  but  rather  fo  through 
;     CO  3  that 
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Lord  Bute^  finding  his  cabinet  divided  dpoil 
almoft  every  queftion  that  came  before  them  ; 

and 

tbat  poverty  of  head  and  hearty  from  which  fo  many  peopl*  ' 
of  fortune  hug  themfdves  on  what  they  imagine  ^«r</ by  the 
omiffion  of  fome  Ettle  circumftance  that  honour,  juftice,  or 
tafte  required  of  them,  though  by  that  /title  fo  favedy  they  noT 
only  lofethe  much  they  will  have  facrificed  to  their  various  ob- 
je^  of  vanityi  but  where  they  befpoke  admiration  find  no  re- 
turns for  their  expence  but  juft  cenfure  and  derifion.  And 
furely  in  this  point  of  vulgar  error,  among  the  low  under* 
ftandings  in  high  life,  this  poor  man  was  not  bom  to  break 
herd. 

Bobkifh  without  learning;  in  his  library  of  parade  as  infei* 
fible  and  unconverfable  on  the  great  obje£U  of  literature,  as  one 
deaf  and  dumb  queftioned  on  a  concert  of  mufic ;  as  little  of  a 
judge  as  a  Mind  man  in  a  gallery  of  pidures.  A  dabbler  in 
the  fine  arts,  without  grace,  without  tafte.  A  traveller 
through  countries  without  feeing  them,  and  totally  unac* 
quainted  with  his  own. 

In  a'  dull  ungenial  folitude,  mu|ldling  away  what  Idfure  he 
may  have  from  falfe  politics,  and  .ruinoUs  counfels,  in  ftMffing^ 
his  port-folios  with  penny  prints  and  pretty  pidures  of  coloured 
fimples,  thofe  gazing-traps  of  fimpletonly  and  gamifiiing  his 
knicknackatory  with  mechanical  toys,  baubles,  and  gimcracka» 
or  varying  his  nonfenfe  with  little  tricks  of  chemifhy,  while 
all  thefe  futile  puerilities  have  been  rendered  dill  more  futile  by 
the  gloom  of  a  folemn  vifage,  ridiculoufly  exhibiting  the  pre* 
tematural  chara£U^  of  a  grave  child.  Bagatelles  thefe,  which 
it  would  doubtlefs1>e  impertinent,  illiberal,  and  even  unchari- 
table to  mention,  were  it  not  for  the  apprehenfion  of  his  hav- 
ing infpfred  thismoft  unroyal  tafte  for  trifles  where  it  could 
not  ekift,  but  at^lhe  expence  of  a  time  and  attention,  of  whick 
the  nati#n  could  not  be  robbed  without  capital  detriment  t# 

hi 
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and  fearing  the  Duke  of  Bedforah  indigiia-  ^^^f  • 
tion,  who  was  on  the  point  of  returning  from    ^^^y>J 

Paris  J 

it ;  a  drcumftattce  this,  that  mull  draw  down  a  ridicule  upon 
bis  mafterv  not  to  [be  eafily  fliaken  oS,  and  as  much  mord 
hurtful  to  a  Prince  than  a  calumny  of  a  grater  nature,  as  coA- 
tempt  is  erer  more  fatal  to  goTemment  than  even  fear  or  ha^ 
tred. 

Too  unhappily^  alas  !  for  this  nation,  chance  had  throwA 
this  egregious  trifler  into  a  &mily  whom  his  domeilic  ftreighti 
had  favourably  difpofed  towards  him.  How  he  maintained 
and  improTed  his  footing  into  a  pernicious  afcendant,  !» 
furdy  beneath  curioiity.  So  much,  however,  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  fupprefs,  that  the  attack  on  the  fame  of  his  political 
maker  •,  was  not  only  treated  by  him  with  fuch  an  apathy  at  . 
had  nothing  in  it  of  a  juft  and  noble  contempt ;  but  Ito  con« 
fummate  the  ingratitude,  one  of  notorioufly  the  firft  inftigatort 
of  the  fcandal  f  was  enrolled  among  his  intimate  confidents 
and  fupportCTis,  without  even  this  being  the  only  appearance 
aiEForded  by  him  of  his  not  being  infinitely  difpleaijpd  at  the 
currency  of  the  calumny. 

As  to  the  royal  pupil,  who,  by  a  much  mifplaced  confi* 
dence,  fell  under  hiftmanagemeat  at  the  tender  age  of  fufcepti- 
bility  of  all  impreffions,  it  was  not  well  pofliblefor  him  topre- 
tent  a  deep-rooted  partiality  for  a  choice  manifefUy  not  made 
by  him,  but  for  him.  In  raw,  unexperienced,  unguarded 
youth,  pradifed  upon  by  an  infidious  ftudy  of  his  inclinauons» 
not  to  re£tify,  but  to  govern  him  by  theift  ;  captivated  by  an 
unremitting  attention  to  hnmour,  and  perpetuate  the  natural 
bent  of  that  age  to  the  Ughter  obje^  of  amufemtot ;  infti* 

^  T.bt  writer  of  7%e  lUr^  BrHm^  re^ediflf  ^  I^nncdk  Dowager  ot 

t  Lord  7Vtt«f,  whb  was  made  Lord  StcwardbyLord  Bv$^ 
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^xx^f'  P^^^s ;  he  fettled  an  arrangement  in  favour  of 
the  Duke's  friends,  and  retired  from  his  pub- 
lic 

tuted  to  an  implicit  faith  m  the  man  who  littered  his  head 
with  trifles,  and,  unable  to  corrupt;  his  heart,  only  hardened 
it  like  his  own  againfl  the  remonftrances  of  true  greatnefs, 
while  warping  his  undcrflanding  with  tlic  falfeil  notions  of  men 
and  things,  and  efpecially  of  maxims  of  flate,  of  which  him- 
felf  never  had  fo  muc}i  as  an  elementary  idea  ;  thus  delivered 
tip  to  fucha  tutor,  how  could. the  difciple  poffibly  efcapc  fuch 
a  combination  ?  What  of  eflentially  wife  or  magnanimous  could 
he  leant  from  fuch  a.  pedlar  in  politics  and  manners  ?  No  one 
can  impart  what  himfelf  never  had.  Honour,  gratitude,  dig- 
nity^  of  fentiment,  energy  of  fincenty,  comprehenfivenefs  of 
Tiews,  were  not  in  him  to  inculcate.  Obftinacy,  under  the 
ftale  difguife  of  firmnefs;  the  royalty  of  repairing  a  wrong  by 
perfifting  in  it,  the  plaufible  decencies  of  private  life,  the 
petty  moralities,  the  minutenefies  of  public  arrangements,  the 
preference  of  dark  juggle,  myfteiy,  and  low  artifice,  to  the 
frank  open  fpirit  of  government ;  the  abundant  fufficiency  of 
the  abfcnce  of  great  vices,  to  atone  for  the  want  of  great  vir- 
tues ;  a  contempt  of  reputation,  and  efpecially  that  execrable 
abfurdity  in  the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  the  negled^  of  po- 
pularity; were  all  that  the  haplcfs  pupil  could  pofllbly  learn 
from  fuch  a  preceptor.  Moulded  by  fuch  an  eternal  tutorage, 
imperceptibly  formed  not  to  govern,  but  to  be  governed ;  and 
from  being  the  lawful  pofleflbr  of  a  great  empire,  converted 
into  the  being  himfdf  the  property  of  a  little  filly  fubjeft  ; 
flolen  thus  away  from  himfelf,  what  remains  for  us  but  ar- 
dently to  pray  that,  before  it  is  too  late,  he  may  be  reftored 
to  himWf ;  that  he  may  at  length  enter  into  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  royalty,  affume  the  part  he  was  born  to,  and  have  a 
diarafter  of  his  own  ?  May  he  quit  a  borrowed  darknefs  for 
native  light,  never  more  to  exhibit,  in  any  the  Icaft  degree, 

the 


f  When  Mr.  Grenville  was  appointed  "fecrctary  of  ftatc,  he 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  foliclting  his  brother,  Lord  Trnple, 
to  permit  him  to  bere-ekaed  for  the  town  of  Buckingham; 
and  upon  his  promotion  to  the  treafury,  he  repeated  the  fame 
aft  of  fupplication.  His  generoiis  brother  faid,  It  would 
have  been  a  difgracc  to  government  to  have  feen  the  King's 
firft  miQilter  a  mendicant  for  a  feat  in  Parliament. 


vi^y 


OF  THE  EARli  OrCHATHMf.  ^  4rj 

lie  ftation  on  the  eighth  day  of  April  1753.   ^xxprf* 
He  made  Mr.  Grenville  his  fuccelTorf ,  hoping 

he 

the  copy  of  an  original,  whom  not  to  refcmblc  would  furely  be 
the  honour !  Let  him  give  us  the  fovereign  himfelf,  not  the 
.favourite  at  fecond  hand,  or  what  is  ftill  worfe  yet,  the  fa- 
vourite's romw/j  *  at  fccond  hand  !  And  in  this  deprecation 
of  detriment  and  difhonour  to  himfelf,  there  can  queftionlefs 
be  nothing  difloyal  or  difrcfpedlful. 

This  telUmony  of  a  genuine  fentiment  takes  birth _too  natu- 
rally from  the  fiibjc£l  with  which  it  is  conne6^ed  to  appear  a 
digrcflion ;  though  in  fuch  a  caufe,  and  in  fuch  a  crifis  of 
the  times,  I  (hould  have  judged  even  the  digreflivcncfs  meri- 
torious, and  certainly  alone  the  beil  apology  for  a  portrait, 
the  exhibition  of  wliich,  from  any  motive  of  pique  or  perfon- 
allty,  would  be  infinitely  beneath  the  meaneft  of  daubers. 

Here  it  would  be  pcrfcdtly  inlignificant  to  fearch  out  the 
diflinAion,  without  a  deference  to  the  public,  \vhether  or  not 
the  favourite,  after  that  fcandalous  dcfertion,  when  he  as  ab« 
jeftly  fneaked  out  of  an  oftenfible  office  in  the  ftate,  as  he  had 
arrogantly  ftrutted  into  it,  retains  individually  by  himfelf,  or 
by  his  appointment  of  others',  the  power  of  continuing  that  in- 
fernal  chaos,  into  which  he  from  the  firfl  plunged  affairs,  at 

the 
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^xxfrf*  ^^  fliould,  by  that  promotion,  appeafe  tlic 
V^^J^  Duke*s  choler. It  was  immediately  figni- 

the  tim«  that»  through  his  doudf  imbecilitj.    It  to  fiwa 
thickened  in  the  dear  of  the  faireft  horizon  that  ever  tasta- 
lifed  a  country  with  the  promife  of  meridiaA  fplendonr.    It  k 
enough  to  obferre,  that  fince  his  having  delivered  up*  to  his  own 
parafitesy  that  mafter  whom  he  thus  made  the  center  of  their 
paltry  cabals,  and  the  prey  of  their  fordid  rapacioufncfsy  \t  ap* 
pearsj  at  leail  fromtheid^ntityof  fpiritleflbe&»of  infenfibtlity  to 
honour,  of  want  of  plan,  and  of  the  total  diforder  in  which  we 
fee  things  for  ever  languifliingy  that  the  fame  deftrudiTe  im- 
puUion  ftin  fubfifts ;  while  none  could  collaterally  be  adbnitted 
into  any  participation  of  trufty  but  fuch  as  would  wink  bard, 
mnd  at  lead  pretend  not  to  fee  through  thatgrofs  iUufion,  with 
which  a  natural  defire  of  not  appearing  to  be  governed,  might 
blind  a  Prince,  without  impofipg  on  any  but  himfelf. — The 
joke  of  holding    committees  with  refpedive    miniften  of 
departments  pafles  on  no  one.     In  vain  would  the  mafter  take 
blame  upon  himfelf,  and  father  errors  not  his  own.     The 
wires  of  motion  to  the  will  have  been  too  dumdly  worked  not 
to  be  feen,  however  they  may  not  have  been  felL    Add,  that 
the  primary  caufe  may,  by  the  faired  inveftigation,  be  brooght 
home  to  that  unhappy  man  whom  chance  had  thrown  into  m 
channel  of  power  to  d^  much  good,  or  much  mifchief.    The 
laft  he  has  mechanically  done,   without,    perhaps,    much 
meaning  it,  coming  upon  the  fcene  with  abfolutcly  every 
thing  in  his  favour,  except  himfelf.   All  prejudice  then  apart, 
mark  in  him,  to  his  Prince  a  tutor  without  knowledge,  a  mini* 
tfer  without  ability,  a  favourite  without  gratitude !  the  veiy 
anti-genius  of  politics ;  the  curfe  of  Scotland  ;  the  difgrsce 
of  his  mafter ;  the  defpair  of  the  nation  |  asd  the  difdain  of 
htftory. 

fied 
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fled  to  all  the  foreiga  minifters,  that  his  Ma-  ^xxivf' 
jefty  had  placed  his  government  in  the  hands  ^""fXT' 
of  Mr.  Grenville^  Lord  Halifax^  and  Lord 
Egrcmonty  and  as  foon  as  the  other  arrange- 
ments were  made  (the  particulars  of  which 
the  reader  will  fee  in  the  lift  of  adminiftrations 
at  the  end  of  the  work),  the  feffion  was  clofed 
oh  the  nineteenth  of  April. 

It  was  upon  the  fpeech  delivered  at  the  clofc 
of  this  feiBon,  that  The  North  Briton  made 
thofe  obfervations  which  drew  upon  the 
fuppofed  author  an  illegal  and  vindi&ive  ex- 
ertion of  all  the  power  and  malice  of  govern- 
ment. The  particulars  of  this  interefting  afr 
f^  have  been  amply  ftated  in  feveral  books. 
In  yunius's  addrefs  to  the  King^  originally 
publifhed  on  the  19th  of  December  1769,  are 
thefe  words,  "  The  deftrudion  of  one  man 
**  has  b^en  for  many  years  the  fole  objeft  of 
*'  your  government." 
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INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  MR.  PITT  AND  LORD  BUTE-p-COK* 
TERENCES  BETWEEN  THE  KING  AND  MR.  PITT.^ 
TREATY  OF  CONNIVANCE.— MR.  PITT  AT  COURT.— HIS 
REMARK.-^ LORD  HARDWICKE'S  CONDUCT. 

*^xxv.^"   Tf'ARLY  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1763,  a 
^-^^-^^^-^    -■— ^  circumftance  happened  vsrhich  threw  the 


1763. 


miniftry  into  fome  diforder  and  perplexity. — 
This  was  the  fudden  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Egremont.  The  minlftcrs  had  rendered  them- 
felvcs  odious  to  the  nation  by  fupporting  the 
meafures  of  the  late  adminiftration,  and  "the 
mcafures  of  the  court,  in  the  perfetution  of 
Mr.  Wilkes.  Nohvithftanding  Lord  Bute  had 
recommended  them  to  their  fituatioris,  as  the 
bargain  of  his  own  efcapc,  yet  he  grew  im- 
patient-under  the  profcription  he  had  impofed 
on  himfelf,  and  apprehending  that  their  re- 
moval would  be  received  with'  fatisfa&ion  by 
the  public,  he  feized  this  opportunity,  which 
the  death  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  afforded, 
and  the  vacancy  of  the  prefident's  chair, 
which  had  not  been  filled  fmcc  the  death  of 
Lord  Granville^  to  form  a  new  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  not  fo  much  with  a  view  of  manifefting 
S  tis 
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his  influence,  as  of  efFeding  his  owit  eman-  ^xxvF' 
cipation.      He  fixed  his  attention  upon  Mr.   ^^"7^6^ 
Pitt.      His  wifli    was  to  form   an.  admini- 
ftration  under  the  aufpices  of   that   gentle- 
man.    For  this   purpofe   he  fent  Sir  Harry 
Er/kine  to  Mr,  Alderman  Beckfordy  foliciting 
the  Aldettpan's  intereft  with  Mr.  Pitt^  to  pro- 
cure an  interview  for  Lord  Bute.     The  pro-  J,"^,^'^ 
pofal  was  accepted,  and  Lord  Bute  waited  on  ^^ 
Mr.  Pitf  at  his  houfe  in   Jermyn-ftreet,  on 
Thurfday  the  25th  of  Auguft  1763.     Lord 
Hardwicke^  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his 
fon,    Lord  Royjlon^  gives   the  following  ac-  - 
count  of  this  interview,  and  of  Mr.  Pifth  tvro 
conferences  with  the  King,  which  took  place 
in  confefjuence  of  it : 

^*  Wimpole^  Sept.  4*,  1763. 

*?  I  have  heard  the  whole  from  the  Duke 
oi  Newcq/lley  aijd  on  Friday  movmng  de/ource 
from-  Mr;  Pitt.  It  is  as  ftrange  as  it  is  long, 
for  I  believe  it  is  the  rnoft  extraordinary  tranf- 
a£kion  that  ever  happened  in  any  court  in 
Europe,  even  in  times  as  extraordinary  as  the  - 
prefent. 

•  Sundjy, 

f  It 
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CHAP.       ic  It  began  as  to^the  fubftance,  by  a  met- 
fage  from   my  Lord  B — e  to  Mn  Pitt   at 
Hayes,    through  my  Lord  Mayor^  to  give 
him  the  meeting  privately  at  fome  third  place. 
This  his  Lordfhip  (Lord  B.)  afterwards  altered 
by  a  note  from  himfelf,  faying,  that  as  he 
loved  to  do  things  openly,  he  would  come  to 
Mr.  P/V/'s  houfe  in  Jermyn-ftreet  in  broad 
daylight.     They  met  accordingly,  and  Lord 
B — e^  after  the  firft  compliments,  frankly  ac- 
knowledged that  his  niiniftry  cou]d  not  go  on^ 
and  that  the  ****  was  convinced  of  it,  and 
therefore  he  (Lord  B.)  defired  that  Mr.  Pitt 
would  open  himfelf  frankly  and  at  large,  and 
tell  him  his  ideas  of  things  and  perfons  with 
the  utmoft  freedom.     After  much  excufe  and 
hanging  back,  Mr.  Pitt  did  fo  with  the  ut- 
moft  freedom  indeed,  though  with  civility. 
Lord  B — e  heard  with  great  attention  and  pa- 
tience, entered  into  no  defence,  but  at  laft 
faid,  "  If  thefe  are  your  opinions,  why  fliould 
"  you  not  tell  them  to  the  ****  himfelf, 
"  who  will  not  be  unwilling  to  hear  you?" 
How  can  /,  my  Lordy  prefunu  t6  go  to  the 
****j  ijoho  am  not  of  his  councilj  nor  in  bis 
fervice^  and  have  no  pretence  (q  q/i  an  audience? 
The  prefumttion  would  be  too  greats  ,  *'  But 

fup» 


cc 


tor  rm  ^arl  o#  chatham.  47f 

«•  fuppofe  his  M y  fliould  order  you  to  ^xxv/* 

**  attend  him,  I  prefume.  Sir,   you  would  .^^^^ 
**  not  refufe  it.'*    The  ****V  command  would 
make  it  my  duty^  and  I  Jhoidd  certainly  obey 
it. 

**  This  was  on  lafl;  Thurfday  fe'nnight  *. 
On  the  next  day  (Friday)  Mr.  Pitt  received 
from  the  ****  an  open  note  unfealedy  requir-  Coufoeiicef 
ing  him  to  attend  his  M— — y  on  Saturday  ^»nc- 

noon,  at  the  Q;;-^ ^'s  palace  in  the  Park.    In 

obedience  hereto,  Mr.  Pitt  went  on  Saturday 
at  noon-day  through  the  Mall  in  his  gouty 
chair,  the  boot  of  which  (as  he  faid  himfelf ) 
makes  it  as  much  known  as  if  his  name  was 
writ  upon  it,  to  the  Q3— — 's  palace.  He  was 
immediately  carried  into  the  clofet,  received 

very  gracioufly,   and  his  M y  began  in 

like  manner  as  his  quondam  favourite  had 
done,  by  ordering  him  to  tell  him  his  opinion 
of  things  and  perfons  at  large,  and  with  the 
utmoft  freedom ;  and  I  think  did  in  fubftance 
make  the  like  confeilion,  that  he  thought  his 
prefent  minifters  could  not  go  on.  The 
audience  lafted  three  hours,   and  Mr.  Pitt 

♦  Aug;uft  25. 

wept 
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more  fully  than  he  had  done  to  Lord  B — r^ 
but  with  great  complaifance  arid  douceur  to 

the  **** ;  and  his  M ^y'  gave  him  a  very 

gracious  accueil,  and  heard  with  great  patience 
and  attention.     And  Mr.   PUl  affirms   that, 
in   general,    and   upon    the    moft    macterial 
points,  he  appeared  by  his  manner,  and  many 
of  his  expreffions,  to  be   convinced.       Mr, 
Fitt  went  through  the  infirmit;ies  of  the  peace, 
the  things  neceffary  and  hitherto  neglected  to 
improve  and  preferve  it;  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  nation,  both  foreign  and  domeftic;  the 
great  Whig  families  and  perfons   who    had 
been   driven  from  his  Majefty's  council  and 
fervice,  which  it  would  be  for  his  intereft  to 
reftore.      In    doing  this  he  repeated   many 
names,  upon  which  his  M     ■    y  told    him 
there    was   pen,    ink,    and   p^per,    and    he 
wiflied  he  would  write  them  down.       Mn 
Fift  humbly  excufed  himfelf,  laying,    tiat 
would  be  too  much  for  him  to  take  upon 
him,  and  he  might,  upon  his  memory,  omit 
fome  material  perfons,  which  might  be  fub- 
jeift  to  imputation.      The  ****  ftill  faid  he 
liked  to  hear  him,  and  bid  him  go  on,  but 
faid  now  and  then  that  his  honour  mull  be 

con- 
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cbnfulted  ;  to  which  Mi.  Pitt  anfwered  in  a  ^^v.*** 

very  courtly  manner.     His  M y  ordered 

him  to  come  again  on  Monday,  which  he 
did,  to  the  fame  place,  and  in  the  fame  public 
manner* 

"  Herfe  cotnes  irt  a  parenthefis,  ttat  6h 
Sunday  Mr.  Pitt  went  to  Cliremont,  and  ac- 
quainted the  D.  of  Ntwcajlle  with  the 
whole,  fully  perfuaded  from  the  ****'8'  man- 
ner and  behaviour,  that  the  thing  would  db; 
and  that  on  Monday  the  outlines  of  the  new 
arrangement  would  be  fettled.  This  produced 
the  meflages  to  thofe  Lords  who  were  feilt 
for.  Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to  write  to  the 
Duke  of  Dtvonjhire  and  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingbami  and  the  Duke  of  Newcqftle  to 
myfelfc 

"  But  behold  the  cataftrbphe  of  Monday  f. 
The  ♦♦*♦  received  him  equally  gracioufly; 
and  that  audience  lafted  near  two  hours.  The 
****  began,  that  he  had  confidered  of  w^iat 
had  been  faid,  and  talked  dill  more  ftrongly 
of  his  honour.   His  M— — y  then  mentioned 

+  Auguft  29. 

TOL.  I.  H  H  Lord 
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^xxv.^*  Lord  Nortbumberlattd'\  for  the  treafuiy,  ftill 
proceeding  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  change. 
To  this  Mr.  Pitt  hefitated  an  ohjeSion — ^that 
certainly  Lord  Northumberland  might  be  con- 
(idered,  but  that  he  fliould  not  have  thought 
of  him  for  the  treafury.  His  M-i —  then 
mentitined  Lord  Halifax  for  the  treafury.-r- 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  Suppofe  your  M ihould 

think  fit  to  give  his  Lordfhip  the  paymafter's 
place.  The  ****  replied,  "  But,  Mr.  PrV/, 
**  I  had  defigned  that  for  poor  G.  GrcnvilU.  He 
•*  is  your  near  relation,  and  you  once  loved 
**  him.'*  To  this  the  only  anfwer  made  Was  a 
low  bow.     And  now  here  comes  the  bait.— 

"  Why,"  fays  his  M ,    ''    fliould  not 

**  Lord  Temple  have  the  trcafury  ?  You  could 
"  go  on  then  very  well."  5/r,  the  per/on 
nvbom  you  Jball  think  Jit  to  honour  with  the 
chief  conduS  of  your  affairs ^  cannot  pojjibly  go 
on  without  a  treafury  connected  with  him  ;  but 
that,  alone  will  do  nothing.  It  cannot  be  car^ 
rkd  on  without  the  great  families  who  have 

f  Tht*  was  an  Idea  at  that  time  fo  ftrange,  that  it  c^uld  not 
ht  cKpkuned  ualil  about  fix  or  fcvea  months  aftervardt,  when 
'an  alliance  .took  phce  between  Loid  Norihumbcrlatid'%  ddcft 
fon  and  Lord  BuU^%  daughter,  which  in  effed  made  Lord 
Northumberland  a  part  of  Lord  Buie%  fitmiiyy  and  which 
feems  to  have  been  at  this  time  in  contemplation. 
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fupporttd   the   Revolution   government^    and  ^xxv5' 
other  great  perfons  of  wbofe  abilities  and  in^ 
ttgrity  the  public  have  had  experience^  and  who 
have  p^eight  and  credit  in  the  nation.  IJbould 
only  deceive  your  M^  if  IJhould  leave  you 

in  an  opinion  that  I  could^go  ou^  and  your 
M  '  ■  make  a  folid  adminiftration^  on  any 
other  foot.  "  Well,  Mr.  P/V/,  I  fee  (or  I  fear) 
^  this  won't  do.  My  honour  is  concerned, 
"  and  I  muft  fupport  iC'—EtJicJinita  eft  fa^ 
hula.  Vos  valete^  but  I  cannot  with  a  fafe 
confcience  add  plauditt.  I  have  made  my 
ikeleton  larger  than  1  intended  at  firft,  and  I 
hope  you  will  underftand  it  Mr.  Pitt  pro- 
feflfes  himfelf  firmly  perfuaded  that  my  Lord 
B-—  wasfincere  at  firft,  and  that  the  **** 
was  in  eameft  the  firft  day ;  but  that  on  the 
intermediate  day,  Sunday,  fome  ftrong  ef- 
fort wa^  made,  which  produced  the  altera^ 
tioA. 

*^  Mr.  Pitt  likewife  affirms,  that  if  he  waa 
examined  upon  oath,  he  could  not  tell  upon 
what  this  negotiation  broke  off^  whether 
upon  any  particular  point,  or  upon  the  ge-. 
neral  complexion  of  the  whole. 

H  H  4  "It 
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^xxv.^*  ^  ^'  ^'^^^  certainly  be  given  out,  that  the 
reafon  was  the  unreafonable  eictent  of  Mr* 
Piters  plan— a  general  rout;  and  the  mino- 
rity, after  having  complained  fo  much  of 
profcriptions,  have  endeavoured  to  profcribe 
the  majority.  I  afted  Mr.  Pitt  the  dire& 
queftion,  and  he  alTured  me  that,  although 
he  thought  htmfelf  obliged  to  name  a  great 
many  perfons  for  his  own  exculpation,  yet 
he  did  not  name  above  five  or  fix  for  particu- 
lar places.  I  muft  tell  you  that  one  of  thefc 
was  your  humble  fervant  for  the  prefident^s 
place.  This  was  entirely  without  my  autho- 
rity or  privity.  But  the  ****'s  anfwcr  was, 
^  Why,  Mr.  Pitty  it  is  vacant  and  ready  for 
^  him,  and  he  knows  he  may  have  it  to- 
"  inorrdw'if  he  thinks  fit." 

"  I  conjedured  that  this  was  faid  with  re- 
gard to  what  had  paifed  with  poor  Ldrd 
Egremonty  which  made  me  think  it  neceflary 
to  teirMr.  Pitt  in  general  whkt  had  paflfed 
with  that  Lord  (not  owning  that  his  Lord- 
(hip  had  offered  f  it  diredly  in  the   ****'s 

t  Mr;  C  Town/betuP^  explanation  of  this  refufal  was  in 
thefe  words :  **  Lord  Hardwkkc  refufed  Lord  Egrenamf% 
**  offer,  becaufe  he  thought  the  hefi  of  the  lay  was  on  the 
"  other  fxdc.*' 

Biamc). 
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name),  and  what  I  had  anfWered,  which  he,  ^"xv.^* 
in  his  way,  much  commended.  ^^it^T^ 

**  This  obliges  me  to  defire  that  you  will 
fend  by  the  bearer  my  letter  to  you,  which 
you  were  to  commxmicate  to  my  Lord  Lyt^ 
telton^  that  I  may  fee  how  I  have  ftated  it 
there,  for  I  have  no  copy. 

**  I   fhall  now  make  you  laugh,  though 
fome  parts  of  what  goes  before  make  me  me- 
lancholy, to  fee  the  ****  fo  committed,  and 
his  M— —  fubmitting  to  it,  &c.     But  what 
I  mean  will  make  you  laugh  is,  that  the  mi- 
nifters  are  fo  ftung  with  this  admiflion,  that 
they  cannot  go  on  (and  what  has  pafTed  on 
this  occafion  will  certainly  make  them  lefs 
able  to  go  on),  and  with  my  Lord  B — ^'s 
having  thus  carried  them  to  market  in  his 
pocket,  that  they  fay  Lord  B —  has  attempted 
to  facrifice  them  to  his  own  fears  and  timidity; 
that  they  do  not  depend  upon  him,  and  will 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him.     And  I  . 
have  been  very  credibly  informed,  that  both 
Lord  Halifax  and  George  Grenville  have  de- 
clared that  he  is  to  go  beyond  the  fea,  and 
rcfide   for  a   twelvemonth  or   n\pre.     You 
HH  3  know 
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of  France,  and  governed  France  as  abiblutel^ 
whilft  he  was  abfent  as  when  he  was  pre« 
fent." 

To  the  preceding  ftatement  of  Lord  Hard^ 
njoickc^  it  is  proper  to  make  fome  additions. 
The  five  or  fix  pther  perfons,  whom  his 
Lordfhip  /ays  Mr.  Fitt  named  for  places, 
were  the  following : 

Lord  TtmpU  for  the  firft  Lord  of  the  trca- 
fury,  with  power  to  name  his  own  board. 

Mr.  James  Grenville  for  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer*. 

Himfelf  fecretary  of  ftate. 

Mr.  C.  Townjbend  fecretary  of  ftate,  with 
the  management  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Lord  Albemarle  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

•  He  was  fecond  brother  to  Lord  Ttn^e,  He  was  a  mai^ 
of  excellent  erudition  and  fine  underftandihg.  When  Lord 
Temple  and  Lord  Chatham  ^xStrt^  in  1766^  he  adhered  to 
Lord  Chatham^  and  continued  in  that  attachment  to  the 
death  of  his  Xiordlhip,  whom  he  did  not  long  furviTe. 

Sir 


'Sit  Edward  Hawke  at  the  head  of  the  ad-  *^^v.'* 
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On  the  Sunday  between  the  two  conferences, 
certain  advice  was  given  which  broke  off  the 
negotiation.  Lord  Bute  had  the  merit  of 
bringing  it  on,  and  to  him  is  to  be  afcribed 
the  caufe  of  its  failure.  It  was  fignified  to 
Lord  Bute  that  if  he  turned  out  the  minifhy, 
his  own  impeachment  fhould  be  the  confe- 
quence.  He  took  fright;  and  again  com- 
pounded for  his  fafety.  But  the  minifters  Treaty  of 
infifted  upon  his  quitting  London,  and  he 
agreed  to  pafs  the  winter  at  his  new  eftate  in 
Bedfordftiire.  When  this  profcription  was  fet-^ 
tied,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  took  the  prefi- 
dent's  chair,  Lord  Sandwich  was'made  fecre^ 
tary  of  ftate,  and  Lord  Egmont  had  the  ad^ 
miralty.  His  Grace  taking  zn  o0icial  fitua-p 
tion,  the  adminiftration  acquired  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Duke  of  Bedford^  s  minifry.  Lord 
Melcombe\  words  are  the  moft  proper  com<- 
mentary  on  this  "  treaty  of  connivance,"  (as 
Mr.  Pitt  called  it) — "  //  is  all  for  quarter 
day:' 

H  H  4    -  'Ofl 
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^xxv*^'  On  the  Wedncfday  ( Auguft  3 1 )  fubfequent 
to  the  laft  conference  M^ith  which '  His  Ma-i 
jefty  honoured  Mr.  P///,  Lord  Temple  and 

*"*"*'  Mr.  Pitt  went  ^o  St.  James's  to  pay  thdr  duty 
to  his  Majefty  j  they  were  both  received  in 
the  mod  gracious  manner,  ?ind  his  Majefty, 
in  the  moft  obliging  terms^  faid  to  Mr.  P///, 
*'^  I  hope,  Sir,  you  have  not  fufFered  \}j 
"  ftanding  fo  long  on  Monday."  Upon  this 
pccafion  Mr.  Pitt  Jsad  to  his  friends,  "  His 

Hii  remark.  ((  Majcfty  is  fhe  greateft  courtier  in  his 
court, 


u   .  »f 


Lord  Hard.       Although  Lord  Hardwicke  and  the  Duke 

wicke*icoii» 

fitift.  of  Newcqflle  affe£led  to  be  well  fatisfied  with 

Mr.  P/V/*s  conduct  in  this  negotiation,  yet 
Lord  Hardwicke  was  very  defirous  of  a  place 
^t  court,  and  V^ould  certainly  have  accepted 
of  Lord  Egremonfs  offer,  if  he  could  h?ive 
prevailed  upon  Lord  Bute  to  have  received 
the  Duke  of  Newcajlle^  and  two  or  three  of 
his  Grace's  friends  at  the  fame  time.  But 
Lord  Egremont  would  not  undertake  a  ncgor 
tiation  with  Lord  Bute  for  that  purpofe,  and 
Lord  Hardwicke  could  not  open  one  himfelf^ 
liaving  no  dired  communication  with  Lord 

Bute^ 
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ButCy    nor  any  oftenfible    pretence  for   it.  ^xxv5' 
Even  in  the  prefent  defign  of  making  fome  al-   ^ 
tcrations  in  the  miniftry,  the  application  was 
not  made  to  him,   but  to  Mr.  Pitt.     From 
motives  of  policy  he  concealed  his  difappro^ 
bation  of  this  preference  given  to  Mr.  Pitt: 
But  upon  the  difcharge  of  Mr.  Wilkes^  by  the  ' 
chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  he  attended 
the  levee  and  drawing-room,  accompanied  by 
the  Duke  of  NewcaJIUy  and  a  few  of  their 
friends.     Finding  tRis  bait  not  to  fucceed,  he 
afterwards  courted  favour  in  a  circuitous  mode, 
by  avowing  in  all  companies  his  opinion  to 
be  totally  different  from  the  judicial  judgment 
of  the  chief  juftice;  and  he  aftually  formed  a 
league  with   the    Duke   of  NewcaJUcy    and 
others,  to  determine  in  Parliament  that  the 
chief  juftice  had  done  wrong  in  releafmg  a 
member  of  Parliament  from  confinement  for 
a  lii>el,  upon  a  plea  of  privilege,  by  an  im- 
plied cenfure  in  a  vote,  declaring.  That  pri- 
vilege of  Parliament  did  not  extend  to  a  libel. 
This   league  accounts  for  the  proteft  upon 
that  queftion  not  being  figned  by  the  Duke 
of  Newcq/iU^  Lord  Hardwicke^  Lord  Rock-^ 
fngbam^  Lord  Sondes^  &c. ;  for  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Lords  in  the  minority,  at  Devon- 

fhire- 
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^xxv^*  Ihircfhoufe,  to  fettle  the  words  of  the  pro-^ 
W'v—^  teft^  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle  excufed  himfelf 
from  promifmg  to  fign  it,  by  relating  this 
agreement  with  his  friend  Lord  Hardwickcj 
who  at  the  time  of  this  meeting  was  confined 
by  ficknefe,  and  who  died  about  three  months 
afterwards. 
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MEETING  OF  PARLIAMENT— SERVILITY  pF  THE  COM- 
MONS)  OF  THE  SPEAKER.  —  VERSATILITY. —  VOTE 
AWAY  THEIR  OWN  PRIVILEGE— TORTURE  PERMITTED 
AT  HANOVER— ROYAL  APOPHTHEGM— THE  NORTH 
^RITON— MR.  PITT'S  SPEECH  AGAINST  THE  SACRIFICE  ft 
OF  PRIVILEGE. 

/^N  the  fifteenth  of  November  1763,  Par-  ^^J^^^ 
^"^  liament  met.  The  moment  the  Com- 
mons were  returned  to  their  own  Houfe  from 
the  Lords,  Mr.  GrenvHle  and  Mr.  Wilkes, toit  pariUatnu 
together.  Each  was  eager  to  addrefs  the 
Houfe  :  Mr.  Grenvilk  to  deliver  the  com* 
InandB  of  the  King — Mr.  fVilies  to  complain 
of  a  breach  of  privilege.  By  the  fettled 
forms  of  the  Houfe,  the  breach  of  privilege 
ought  to  hav«  been  heard  firft;  but  the 
Speaker,  as  previoufly  direded,  pointed  to  ««rtiiityof 
Mr.  Grenville. 

The  reader  muft  have  perceived,  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  fheets,  that  the  corruption  of 
Parliament,  or,  as  it  is  fafliionably  called,  the 
management  of  Parliament,  is  become  an  in- 
difpeafable  part  of  the  mechanifm  of  govern- 
ment. 
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ment.  The  particular  fervility  of  the  Speaker 
has  been  noticed  feveral  times — ^by  Mr.  Pitt 
himfelf,  in  his  fpeech  for  the  repeal  of  the 
American  Stamp  hOi. 


vcffiitifitr. 


Vdte  iwiy 
*  their  own 
pfivilege* 


This  Parliament,  which  had  been  eleflied 
while  the  Whigs  were  in  office*:— which  had 
fupportcd  them,  and  deferted  them — ^whkh 
had  fupported  Lord  Bute^  and  deferted  him 
alfo*^ — ^was  now  the  inllrument  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  Mr.  GrenvilU;  fuch  meafures  as 
they  found  ncceffary  for  the  eflabliihment  of 
their  fitiiations,  this  Parliament  readily  fup- 
ported. This  Parliament  voted  away  its  own 
privilege,  inth*  cafe  of  a  libel,,  at  the  requi- 
fition  of  the  minifter,  to  gratify  the  King,  in 
accelerating  the  punifliment  of  Mr.  Wilkes  * ; 

thereby 

•  Mr.  IVtlkf^  was  dlfchai^cd  from  dofe  impnTonment  in  the 
Tower,  on  account  of  his  privilege.  The  warrant  of  comoiit* 
ment  was  not  held  to  be  illegal.  A  member  of  Parliament  auy 
therefore  be  committed  for  a  libel  before  trial ;  and  whether  a 
paper  be  a  libel  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  difcretion  in  the  judg- 
.  ipcnt  of  the  King,  his  minifter,  or  his  attomey-gen^rfiL — 
,  And  as  to  witneffes,  an  expert  foUcttor  of  the  treafury 
can  always  procure  them. — So  true  are  the  words  ofj^lgemon 
Sydney f  th^  ^*  filfe  tvitneffes  are  fcnt  out  to  circumvent  the 
"  moft  eminent  men  ;  the  tribunals  arc  filled  with  court  pa* 
"  rafiusj  that  no  man  may  efcape,  &c"  See  his  Difcourfei^ 
4/0  edit,  f'li^- 
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thereby ^  facrificing  not  their  owrv  privileges'  ^^xv^' 
only,  but  thofe  of  their  coiiftitttcnts  and  poT-' 
tcrity.     The  Lords   adopting  a  vote  of  thi» 
fort  dould  affeft  only  themfelves.     But  the 

r'  The  perjnjl&pn  of  the  ufe  of  the  TpRXVRE  In  his  M^jefty's 
dominions  in  Germany,  would  not  be  credited  by  the  Englifh 
reader,  of  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  did  not  the 
h&  llandkipoQ  the  uriqueftionable  authority  of  that  celebrated, 
philaothropiftt  the  Ute  Mr.  Howard,  who  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  dreadful  place  in  which  the  Torture  it 
adminiftered  at  Brunfwick  :   ' 

**  The  defcent  is  by  fifteen  ftcps,   to  a  dark  room*   m 
which  are  fome  of  the  tnftruments  of  torture ;  through  tl^i^ 
room  is  another  arched  room  or  cellar,-  18  feet  by  151  very , 
black  and  dark  ;  at  one  end  is  a  bench  for  the  judge,  lawyer* 
fecretary,  and  furgeou ;  oppolite  them  is  a  tablx;  for  candles, ' 
bookS)  &c.    The  prifoner  who  foffers  the  tortu|%,  the  exe« ' 
cutioner,  and  his  man,  are  before  them.    This  is  done  about 
midnight,  though  the  thicknefs  of  the  walls  (three  feet),  the. 
four  doors  (which'Ipaffed),  the  dirt  floor,  and  depth  under 
ground,  muft  prevent  the  mod  agonizing  cries  from  being 
beard  any  where  but  in  that  room.     I  faw  all  the  remaining 
engines  of  tqrture,  which  are  kept  at  the  executioner's  hpufc. 
He  feemed  with  pleafure  to  (hew  the  mode  of  apphcation  on 
the  firft,  fecodd,  and  laft  queftion  $  and  very  readily  anfwered 
any  inquiries,  laving  been  feveral yean  m  that  occupation  at  Ha* 
nover^  though  here,  he  faid,  he  had  only  beheaded  four  or 
five.    Oi>  aiking  if  nothing  was  put  into  the  tortured  perfon's    . 
mouth,  as  I  had  in  fome  places  feen,  he  replied,  **  No^  the 
pihaburgh  executioner  thinks  they  fuffer  lefs ;"  and^onhif. 
defcribing  fome  of  the  modes  of  torture  (which  the  wit  of 
'de/ils  and  men  had  invented),  he  faid,  "  Sir,  the  Ofnaburgk 
torture  k  ftiU  rudtr." 

pri- 
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^xxvu*  privileges  of  the   Commons  are  conne^ed 
"^^^   with  the  rights  of  the  people.     One  camiot 
be  facrificed  without  injuring  the  other.     As 
the  matter  now  ftands^  any  obno;dous  mem- 
ber or  members  may  be  eafily  got  rid  of. — 
The  King  or  his  minifter  has  only  to  charge 
him,  or  them,  with  being  the  author  or  pub- 
liiher  of  a  libel  j  or  if  neither  King,  nor  mi- 
nifter, chufes  to  be  feen  in  it,  they  can  order  the 
attorney-general  to  do  it  by  his  information  ex 
ojicio.   When  Charles  the  Firft  wanted  to  feizc 
the  five  members,  he  was  too  precipitate.  Had 
I        he  taken  the  modern  mode,  he  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded.  It  b  related  as  one  of  the  royal  apoph* 
thegms,  that  his  Majefty,  fpeaking  of  Cj6ari!rx 
Royu^        the  Firft,  faid,  He  was  a  good  King^  a  good 
«*»'««.        King  J  but  did  not  know  bow  to  govern  by  a 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Grenville  having  delivered  the  King's 
meflage,  ftating  that  his  Majefty  had  caufed 
Mr.  Wilkes  to  be  apprehended  and  fecured, 
for  writing  a  libel,  and  that  he  had  been  re- 
leafed  on  his  privilege,  &c.  the  Houfe  took 
this  matter  injiantly  into  confideration,  and 
voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  bis  Majefty*a 
gracious  communication.  The  ufual  addrefs 
z  in 
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ta  reply  to  tlie  fpeech  on  opening  the  feffioo^  ^xxvir* 
was  not  mentioned  this  day :  and  Mr,  Wilies^s  l""*^r^ 
complaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  by  thic 
imprifonment  of  his  perfon,  plundering  his 
houfe,  and  felzing  his  papers,  was  put  off  t0 
the  twenty-third. 

The  Houfe  immediately  votqd  7%e  North  Nonh  Bri. 
Briton  a  libel,  althougli  it  was  one  of  their 
own  elTential  privileges  always  to  treat  the 
King's  ipeech  as  the  fpeech  of  the  minifter. 

The  right  of  either,  or  both  Houfiss  of  Par-* 
liament,  to  declare  any  paper  a  libel,  which 
is  to  be  tried  by  another  jurifdi£kion,  ma^^ 
in  fome  future  day,  become  a  queftion.  Such 
a  declaration  is  undoubtedly  a  pre-judgment 
of  the  paper,  and  cafinot  fail  obtaining  an  in*^ 
fluence  on  the  minds  of  the  jury  who  are  td 
try  the  caufe.  * 

On  the  twehty-third  of   November  Mrt  Wr-wita. 
Wilkes*^  complaint  of  a  breach  of  privUee6  ^  ^ 

^*  ^        .    ^      North  Bri- 

was  taken. into  confideration ;  when  it  wai  ^* 
refolved.  That  privilege  of  Parliament  did 
not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  writing  or  publifh^ 
ing  a  libeh    On  this  day  Mr.  Pitt  attended, 

although 
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although  fo  fevefely  afflifted  with  the  gout, 
he  was  obliged  to  be  fupportcd  to  his  feat. — 
He  fpoke  flrongly  againft  this  furrender  of 
•the  privileges  of  Parliament,  as  highly  dan- 
gerous to  the  freedom  of  Patliaitient,  and 
an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 
No  man,  he  laid,  could  condemn  the  paper 
or  libel  more  than  he  did ;  but  he  would 
coiiie  at  the  author  fairly,  not  by  an  open 
breach  of  the  conftitution,  and  a  contempt 
of  all  reftraint.  This  propofed  facrifice  of 
privilege  was  putting  every  member  of  Par- 
liament, who  did  not  vote  with  the  mini- 
fter,  under  a  perpetual  terror  of  imprifon- 
ment.  To  talk  of  an  abufe  of  privilege,  was 
to  talk  againil  the  conftitution,  againft  the 
very  being  and  life  of  Parliament,  It  was 
an- arraignment  ofthe  juftice  and  honour  of 
Parliament,  to  fuppofe  that  they  would  pro- 
ted:  any  criminal  whatever.  Whenever  a 
complaint  was  made  againft  any  member, 
the  Houfe  could  give  him  up.  TTiis  pri- 
vilege had  never  been  abufed  ;  it  had  been 
repofed  in  Parliament  for  ages.  But  take 
away  this  privilege,  and  thie  whole  Parlia- 
ment is  laid  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown.— 
This  privilege  having  never  been  abufed, 

*  why 
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why  then  is  it  to  be  voted  away  ?  Parlia-  ^xxvif* 
ment,  he  faid,  had  no  right  to  vote  away  ^"7^^ 
its  privileges.  They  were  the  inherent 
righc  of  the  fucceeding  members  of  that 
Houfe,  as  well  as  of  the  prefent;  and  he 
doubted  whether  the  facrifice  made  by  that 
Houfe  was  valid  and  conclufive  againft  the 
claim  of  a  future  Parliament,  With  refpedt 
to  the  paper  itfelf,  or  the  libel  which  had 
given  pretence  for  this  requeft  to  furrender 
the  jprivileges  of  Parliament,  the  Houfe  had 
already  voted  it  a  libel — ^he  joined  in  that 
vote.  He  condemned  the  whole  feries  of 
North  Britons;  he  called  them  illiberal,  un- 
manly, and  deteftable.  He  abhorred  all 
national  i-efledions.  The  King's  fubjeds 
were  one  people.  Whoever  divided  them 
was  guilty  of  fedition.  His  Majefty^s  com- 
plaint was  well-founded,  it  was  juft,  it  was 
neceffary.  The  author  did  not  deferve  to 
be  ranked  among  the  human  fpecies — ^he 
was  the  blafphemer  of  his  God,  and  the  li- 
beller of  his  King.  He  had  no  connexion 
with  him.  He  had  no  connection  with ' 
any  fuch  writer.  -He  neither  aflbciated  nor 
communicated  with  any  fuch.  It  was 
VOL.  !•  J  I  *  true 
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true  that  he  had  friendOiipSy    and  warm 
ones  ;  he  had  obligations,  and  great  ones  ; 
but  no  friendfliips,  no  obligations,    could 
induce  him  to  approve  what  he  firmly  con- 
demned.    It  might  be  fuppofed  that  he  al- 
luded to  his  noble  relation  (Lord  Temple  J. 
He  was  proud  to  call  him  his  relation ;  he 
was   his  friend,  his  bofom    friend,  whofe 
fidelity  was  as  unfhaken  as  his  virtue.  They 
went  into  office  together,  and  they  came 
out  together;  they  had  lived  together,  and 
would  die  together.     He  knew  nothing  of 
any  conne^Sion  with  the  writer  of  the  libel. 
If  there  fubfifted  any,  he  was  totally  unac- 
quainted with  it.     The  dignity,  the  honour 
of  Parliament  had  been  called  upon  to  (up- 
port  and  proteft  the  purity  of  his  Majefty's 
character ;  ^nd  this  they  had  done,  by  a 
ftrong  and   decifive    condemnation  pf  the 
libel,  whii^h  bis  Majefty  had  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.     But  hav- 
ing  done  this,    it    was  neither   confident 
with  the  honour  and  fafety  of  Parliament, 
nor    with  the  rights   and  interefts  of  the 
people,  to  go  one  ftep  farther.     The  r^ft 
belonged  to  the  courts  below/ 

\Vb<;a 
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When  he  had  finiflied  fpeaking,  he  left  ^^y^f* 
the  Houfe,  not  being  able  to  ftay  for  the  di-  ^-^-^-^ 
Tifion. 
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